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The difficulty in believing Jesus is coming
back soon is that 2,000 years have passed
since he said he was coming soon, and
we are still waiting. This forces us to come
to grips with the word “soon.” We tend
to think of “soon” with immediacy.
Clearly, “soon” to Jesus is different from
“soon” to us. The fact that Jesus is coming
soon does not mean he is coming
tomorrow.... But He Could. Jesus coming
soon could mean he will return within the
next few days, the next few years, We
must deal with the question of him
coming soon and be prepared. Watching
is being aware that he could return at any
moment. This takes us back to soon. We
don’t know the day or the hour, but we
know the times and the seasons. Praying
is making sure your heart is ready for
when he returns. Are you walking and
living right? Are you seeking to live in a
manner that is pleasing to God and that
recognizes He could come at any

moment?
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Greetings to the Saints
of God!

Pastor Junior & Brenda Tingle

Hello, Christian Friends,

We would like to express our gratitude to all of you who
have written in. We are also thankful to those who have
sent offerings or stamps, and to those who have
requested prayer or have been praying for this ministry.
Your support enables us to reach new areas with the
truth, sharing the true plan of salvation from the Word of
God with people who may have never heard it before.

Every day, we recognize that time is running out to reach
the multitude. Our world is swiftly moving toward its
appointed end, as we witness the unfolding of events. It is
our duty to do everything in our power to reach the lost.
Your assistance is greatly appreciated, and we recognize
that we could never accomplish what we do without the
faithful help of our supporters.

One of the fundamental principles we were taught is to
never cease reaching out for souls. Many individuals have
never encountered the truth, and it is our responsibility to
share it with them. For 50 years, this ministry has
diligently reached out, knowing that any day could be the
last. The Bible instructs us to work while it is day, for a
time is coming when no one can work.

God has consistently blessed our efforts, and we remain
as determined as ever to fulfill His will. The signs of the
times indicate that the Lord’s return is imminent. Let us
purpose in our hearts to do even more, in whatever
capacity the Lord deals with us, to see His will
accomplished in these last days.

May God bless you abundantly. That is my prayer.

Sincerely, Bro. Jr. Tingle

God Seen In His Works

There's not a tint that paints the rose,

Or decks the lily fair,

Or streaks the humblest flower that blows,
But God has placed it there.

At early dawn, there's not a gale
Across the landscape driven,

And not a breeze that sweeps the vale,
That is not sent by Heaven.

There's not, of grass, a single blade,
Or leaf of loveliest green,

Where heavenly skill is not displayed,
And heavenly wisdom seen.

There's not a tempest, dark and dread,
Or storm that rends the air,

Or blast that sweeps the ocean's bed,
But God's own voice is there.

Around,--beneath,--below,--above,--
Wherever space extends,
There God displays His boundless love,
And power with mercy blends.

James Cowden Wallace

“Going to church doesn’t make
you a Christian any more than
going to a garage makes you an
automobile.”
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Don’t Forget!

Write to America’s Christian Newspaper if you want to be on our
mailing list. You can also text us your name and address to
270-339-0873 and we will be glad to send you the next issue. If you
desire a package of newspapers to distribute in your town or church text
us your name and address.

1406 Tucker Schoolhouse Road
Madisonville. Kentucky 42431

Phone: 270-584-4248

Service Schedule:

Sunday Evening Word & Worship 2:00 p.m. Ohn Yes! Don’t forget to send a donation to keep this great paper alive.
If you need to discontinue your Package please let us know.

Tuesday Evening Service 7:30 p.m. i
Thank you Gail Huddleston

Please remember To pray for this Newspaper!
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Marks of A Real Chrlstlan

. THOMAS WA6 CONVINCED
By ‘f HE SCARS - -

BUT THI‘5 MODERN WORLD I5 CONVINCEI? B‘/
OUR TRANSFORMED LIVES. . T~ ;

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT may startle and
shock you: Most professing Christians are not real
Christians at all! Of the over 900,000,000 estimated
Christians, few fall into the category of real
Christians.

Are you a real Christian ?
Your immediate reaction will be defensive, perhaps
even evasive. Your answer will probably be, "Why,
of course, I'm a real Christian!" You might add that
you attend church regularly, support home and
foreign missions, contribute to multiple charities,
pay your tithes faithfully and give freely of your
time to various church social activities. But are you a
real Christian? What makes a real Christian?
Someone wrote, " ... Vitality, hustling, ferreting out
the truth. A love of their God, uncompromising
loyalty to Christian precepts, and scorn of anything
that smacks of inaccuracy, a lack of integrity or
dullness."
Are there any rules on being a real Christian?
Perhaps there are.
The only practical objection to calling a rule a rule is
the danger of misleading, on the one hand, those
who want to believe that Christian living is all a mat-
ter of rules, which, if mastered, will quickly assure

success, and, on the other hand, those who reject
rules of the guidance of any standard
whatsoever, on the assumption that it might be
spiritually or intellectually inhibiting. But rules
do not make, inhibit, restrict or debase a
Christian; they are just part of the consciousness
of what he must do.

There are definite guidelines to follow for a bal-
anced Christian life.

Balance is important in things: equations,
mathematical and chemical formulas, scales,
rockets, gyroscopes, motors and environment.
Balance is essential to growth and stability in the
physical dimension, and, especially so, in the
spiritual realm.

The real Christian is a balanced Christian, and
love is the balancing agent. Jesus related the
spiritual guidelines when He said, '""And thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength: this is the first
commandment" (Mark 12:30). Jesus not only
taught these guidelines, but instituted them as a
command.

The real Christian is balanced mentally,
physically, spiritually and socially.

Let's examine these four dimensions of total
commitment, realizing that each dimension must
be balanced and in harmony with the other
three.

Mental: "Fix your thought on what is true and
good and right. Think about things that are pure
and lovely, and dwell on the fine, good things in
others. Think about all you can praise God for
and be glad about" (Philippians 4:8-Living
Bible). The mind is the motivating force of the
body.

The mind activates the physical processes, deter-
mines attitudes and motives, intellectual ability,
reasoning power, and is the seat of all
temptations. Sin is first conceived in the mind
before being committed or rejected.

The mind is also the center of '"sin by
thought" (Matthew 5:28). Strong emotions are
determined intellectually. Hate, envy, pride and
lust are all mental sins. To begin spiritual
development, we must cultivate the proper
mental spiritual attitude. Paul instructed us to
have the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5).
Throughout the Scriptures we are encouraged to
develop positive attitudes. Solomon wrote, "For

as he thinketh
" (Proverbs 23:7).
Soren Lierkegaard noted that '"Thoughts invite
us, more than words and deeds, to continue in
sin, for thoughts can be concealed, while words
and deeds cannot."

The soul is dyed with the color of our thoughts.
If our thoughts are positive, we're positive; if
negative, we're negative; if happy, we're happy;
if spiritual, we 're spiritual.

There are three sources of thoughts: God, Satan
ourselves. To cultivate spiritual depth, our
thoughts must be God-inspired and spiritually-
centered. Anything less and we're cheating
ourselves.

We must develop the mind of Christ, as
exemplified in the Gospels, and especially the
fifth chapter of Matthew.

Physical: One's body is the vehicle through
which God works. It is more than flesh, blood
and bones; it is the temple of the Holy Ghost.

(1 Corinthians 3: 16; 6:15, 19).

How do we cultivate a physical-spiritual
mechanism? Paul was concerned with this
mechanism when he instructed the church in
Rome: "Let not sin therefore reign in your
mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lust
thereof. Neither yield ye your members as
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive
from the dead and your members as instruments
of righteousness unto him" (Romans 6:12-13).
We are to be physically yielded to God. This not
only encompasses church duty but our
appearances as well. You've heard it said that
first appearances make lasting impressions.
How true this is. As ambassadors of Christ, we
must concern ourselves with this sometimes
trivial matter proper Christian dress.

We must, as ambassadors of the great King,
dress with a sense of taste and godliness. Our
clothes and manner speak for us. We reveal our
character through our manner of clothing
ourselves. Dress godly and tastefully. You don't
have to be fashion conscious to be holy
conscious. Dress in a manner that exemplifies
Christ and our standard of holiness. Another
physical aspect is the condition of health. Take
care of yourself. Watch your diet.

in his heart, so is he

Tyrone D. Thomas (continued page 4)
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Get rest and exercise. In short, get your
physical power plant motivated and tuned
up. Then turn those energy resources loose
for God.

Sex is one of the most popular topics in the
world today. The current increase of sex-
oriented magazines and motion pictures
attest to this fact. And the Christian is
certainly concerned with sex in its
wholesome aspect.

Let's set the record straight. Christians have
been falsely accused of believing that sex is,
of itself, dirty. Genuine Spirit-filled Christians
have never believed this. What they do
believe is that sex, outside the bonds of
marriage, is sinful and wrong. This they have
always believed this they still believe in spite
of their being branded as prudes for doing
so. They must believe this, for it is taught in
the Bible.

Dating and attraction to the opposite sex is
normal and proper. Single couples will
continue to date as long as this planet is
populated with human beings. But improper
desires between single couples must be
overcome. The failure to control the
emotions of sex has ruined countless lives.
When all your physical desires and
capabilities are controlled and submitted to
God, they work for you.

Social: Not much has been written about
Pentecostals and social involvement. But
socializing, solving social problems and
beneficence was an important segment in
the lives of early Christians. In Deuteronomy
15:7-18 we read that we are to help our
deprived brethren. Jesus taught the same in
Matthew 25:35-45. As Christians, we must
involve ourselves in helping others.
Benevolence will go a long way in en-
couraging others to serve God.

But when you socialize, be a Christian; don't
compromise your convictions. Stand for the
truth and boldly proclaim the gospel. Our
social attitude toward authority reflects our
attitude toward God. Respect those in
authority (both spiritual, legal and
executive), and obey those who have the rule
over you (Hebrews 13:17; Ephesians 6:1;

Colossians 3:20; 1 Samuel 15:22).

Center your activities upon Christ. Help your pastor,
teachers and youth leaders (Hebrews 4:16; 1 Corin-
thians 12:28). Encourage others to follow your exam-
ple. You'll be glad you did.

Spiritual: Much could be written about this im-
portant dimension. It is the power behind Christian
living. Your spiritual walk is determined by the way
you worship and pray. Shallow worship and prayer
creates a shallow walk with God. Take time to pray
(James 5:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Corinthians
14:15; Luke 18:1). Worship God with all you've got
(Psalm 45:11; 95:6).

Once again, don't compromise. Be a nonconformist for
Christ. Exercise faith and love.

The guideline, then, is to love God with the strength of
the heart, soul, mind and body. The whole person
wholly dedicated to God. Unless there is wholeness of
devotion, there will be inner division. Where there is
inner division, there is conflict. And where there is
conflict, there is spiritual and physical breakdown.
There are no half-ways to loving God. We are to love
Him affectionately (heart), volitionally (soul), in-
tellectually (mind) and physically (strength). No part
is left out.

If you lack any of these four characteristics, you are
unbalanced: a half-formed Christian.

For example: One may love God with the strength of
the emotions (heart) but with the weakness of the
mind, soul and will. This produces the emotionalist in
religion. Such will be in-and-out, up-and-down
spiritually. Others love God with the strength of the
mind, but with the weakness of the will, body and soul.
This produces the Christian bookworm. A
philosophical, know-it-all but spiritually weak.

All who love God in only one way are spiritually
unbalanced and missing the greatest blessing of total
Christian service. The spiritually unbalanced person is
a typecast of the church at Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7):
they have left their first love.

There is no such thing as a Christian accident! The
truth is that success in Christian living is much like
success in any endeavor. Essentially, it is a matter of
individual attitude and love of God.

A Christian must be able and willing to make the same
sacrifices as the aspirant to success in any occupation.
He should apply himself with no less determination,
dedication and enthusiasm than a young student who
aspires to be a physician or an attorney. Anything less,
and he will drift into mediocrity.

Let us strive for perfection in full Christian service.

I Gave My Life For Thee

I gave my life for thee, Gal. 2:20.

My precious blood I shed, 1 Pet. 1:19.
That thou mightest ransomed be, Eph. 1:7.
And quickened from the dead. Eph. 2:1.

I gave my life for thee; Tit. 2:14.

What hast thou given for me? John
21:15-17.

I spent long years for thee 1 Tim. 1:15.
In weariness and woe, Isa. 53:3.

That an eternity John 17:24.

Of joy thou mightest know. John 16:22.
I spent long years for thee John 1:10, 11.
Hast thou spent one for me? 1 Pet. 4:2.

My Father's home of light John 17:5.

My rainbow-circled throne Rev. 4:3.

I left for earthly night Phil. 2:7.

For wanderings sad and lone. Matt. 8:20.
I left it all for thee; 2 Cor. 8:9.

Hast thou left aught for me? Mark 10:29.

I suffered much for thee — Isa. 53:5.
More than thy tongue may tell — Matt.
26:39.

Of bitterest agony, Luke 22:44.

To rescue thee from hell. Rom. 5:9.

I suffered much for thee; 1 Pet. 2:21-24.
What canst thou bear for me? Rom. 8:17,
18.

And I have brought to thee John 4:10, 14.
Down from my home above, John 3:13.
Salvation full and free, Rev. 21:6.

My pardon and my love. Acts 5:31.

Great gifts I brought to thee; Psa. 68:18.
What hast thou brought to me? Rom. 12:1.

Oh, let thy life be given, Rom. 6:13.
Thy years for him be spent, 2 Cor. 5:15.
World-fetters all be riven, Phil. 3:8.
And joy with suffering blent! 1 Pet.
4:13-16

I gave myself for thee; Eph. 5:2.
Give thou thyself to me! Prov. 23:26.

Frances Ridley Havergal
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Questions &

Answers

{
/ Bro. O.F Fauss

-

Question:

Please explain the scripture, "For many are called, but
few are chosen" (Matthew 22:14). If one felt the call to
be a minister or a missionary in early life, and failed to
obey, would he be forgiven in later years when too old to
heed the call? I live in fear of missing the rapture.

Answer:

I do not believe that Jesus was referring altogether to a
ministerial or missionary call. He had just concluded the
parable of the laborers in the vineyard. From the day that
one is saved, he is called to live for God, and to work in His
vineyard.

God has called all men to repentance (Acts 17:30). After
heeding that call, we become His chosen. Then it is up to
each one to prove himself faithful. We read in Revelation
17:30, "For he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they
that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful."
After one has heeded the call to repentance and salvation,
he becomes God's chosen, and then he is to prove himself
faithful.

What is wrong with participating in worldly sports? For an
answer, I am quoting an article from Gospel Tidings,
written by Brother Clyde Haney.

"There are many recreational activities that Christians can
enjoy among themselves as Christians. Becoming a
Christian does not mean that a young person must sit down
and fold his hands. But worldly sports require our
becoming involved with the world. It requires having
fellowship with the world. This the Bible condemns. Eph.
5:11 says, "And have no fellow-ship with the unfruitful
works of darkness." II Cor. 6: 17 asks, "What fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness, what communion
hath light with darkness?" Verse 17 declares, '""Wherefore
come out from among them and be ye separate said the
Lord." I John 2: 15 commands, "Love not the world
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the

the love of the father is not in him." I John 5:4
asserts, "For whosoever is born of God
overcometh the world . . . " These and many
more scriptures plainly indicate that the true
born again child of God does not mingle and
fellowship with the world in their activities and
sports. To do so has been the result of many
backsliding and losing their souls.

"The desire to participate in any way is a sign
of spiritual weakness and, if yielded to, will
become the loss of power of one's testimony
and finally the loss of one's soul. "And
whatever ye do in word or deed do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God
and the Father by him" (Col. 3:17).

"If the believer makes sure all his deeds fulfill
this scripture he will stay separated from the
world and its fellowship."

Question:

Please explain 2 Corinthians 5:6-8. Did Paul
mean that the righteous dead went to heaven
at death? I thought that the righteous dead
would sleep in the grave until the Lord comes
to rapture His church. Are the righteous dead
now somewhere with the Lord? Are the
wicked dead now in hell? If so, what is meant
by the graves giving up their dead? Will those
who have departed be brought out of heaven
of hell to the judgment?

Answer:

The references in 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, reads:
"There-fore we are always confident, knowing
that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are
absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith,
not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and
willing rather to be absent from the body, and
to be present with the Lord." As for our bodies,
or rather the bodies of the righteous dead, they
will sleep, or remain in their graves, even as the
body of Jesus stayed in the tomb, while he
descended first into the lower parts of the
earth, and then ascended up far above all
heavens. He led captivity captive, and gave gifts
unto men. (Read Ephesians 4:7-10.) And again
we read in 1 Peter 3:18-22, where the apostle
stated that "Jesus went and preached unto the
spirits in prison; which sometime were
disobedient, when once the long-suffering of
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water.

The like figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ Who is gone
into heaven ... " We believe that the
bodies of the righteous, whether in the
earth or in the sea, will become like unto
His glorified body, at His appearing.
(Philippians 3:20, 21; 1 Thes-salonians
4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-55)
Remember that Stephen, when he was
dying under a shower of stones; was
"calling upon God, and say-ing, Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit" (Acts 7:59). And
Paul said: "For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Him" (1 Thessalonians 4:14). Then again
he expressed his own personal desires:
"For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a
desire to depart, and be with Christ;
which is far better." (Philippians 1:23).
Therefore, we have to conclude that in
God's great plan, he has a paradise, a
place of rest, a place of waiting (read
Revelation 6:9-11), for those who "die in
the Lord," and in that great day, in an
instant, in the "twinkling of an eye," we
know not how, our spirit and soul shall be
united with a '"new" ( changed and
glorified) body, and" so shall we ever be
with the Lord." Then also, the wicked
dead ( even as the "angels that sinned, but
were cast down to hell, and delivered unto
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judg-ment'") are somewhere waiting (I
don't think they are resting) for the
judgment.

Therefore, my admonition is: It matters
little, where the souls are who have
departed this life, whether "up there" or

"down there." We who KNOW the truth,
cannot afford to lose this race set before us
_to win eternal life with Christ. Just
remember, it is written, "Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love
Him" (1 Cor-inthians 2:9). And, " ... the
sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us" (Romans
8:18). Let us choose LIFE.
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"He shall see the travail of his soul, and shall
be satisfied ...." (Isaiah 53:11).

By Sallie Morley

IN NO REALM of the Lord's

work, or in the prayer life,
does the Christian meet more
resistance from powers of
spiritual darkness than when . ,;:
praying for a lost soul. If a 7
soul is of infinite value to God,y,
it must be very valuable to the
devil also, considering the way *
he builds bulwarks around
those whom he has in his
power. It is not necessarily
difficult to pray for religious
projects that we have on our
minds, or to seek the Lord's
blessing on certain programs
that we have

planned. But when we make up our mind to
"pray through" for some lost soul until we can
feel the victory, right from the start we feel an
opposition so strong that we are tempted to give
up before we begin. We doubt that the person
can really be saved, or that now is the time. Or
our own spiritual weakness rises up before us,
and we seem not to have strength Oto go on. So
we stop praying and get busy doing something
else. It is always easier to do than to pray.

No wonder the Bible admonished us to
PERSEVERE in prayer. PERSEVERING is
pushing, forcing our way into the Holy of Holies.
Intercessory prayer is hard work-soul labor.
Sometimes the darkness is so great we cannot feel
the presence of God. We seem to be struggling
alone, but as we PERSEVERE, the anoint-ing of
the Spirit will come to help us.

A Lonely Life

The intercessor is a lonely person-at least, from
an earthly standpoint. Other Christians can
spend much time talking, eating, fellowshipping,
and seem content with a meager prayer life. But
the person who dedi-cates himself to God for this
priestly work will become eternity-conscious.
The burden of lost souls weighs upon him. There
is a gnawing at his heart which finds no relief

The Travail Of The Intercessor

until he is weeping before the throne in be-
half of lost humanity.

The Intercessor Is A Burden-Bearer
Carrying burdens for others is not a pleasant task.
Our own flesh rebels; it is humiliating to our
puffed-up, inner SELF. But just as in the physical
realm an expectant mother must carry the embryo
and submit to times of depression, discomfort and
self-discipline until her time comes to be
delivered, the same is true in the spiritual realm.
Patient submission to the tedious task of burden
bearing mellows the soul and stamps a Christ like
image on the burden-bearer.

Bringing To Birth

When the time comes for a physical birth, the
mother must exercise will power; she must press
on when her own strength seems to be gone. Even
s0, in the spiritual realm, the intercessor must not
recoil from labor pains. There is a time of soul
anguish. The enemy withstands us. We feel his hot
breath; the hellish force would seem to crush us.
We must not draw back. We seem to be struggling
against a wall of darkness, and we think we can't
go on. We lack words to pray more. But we must
maintain our position, take

I Will Not Doubt

I will not doubt, though all my ships at sea

Come drifting home with broken masts and sails;

I will believe the Hand which never fails,

From seeming evil worketh good for me.

And though I weep because those sails are tattered,
Still will I cry, while my best hopes lie shattered,
Ttrust in Thee.'

"I will not doubt, though all my prayers return
Unanswered from the still, white realm above;

I will believe it is an all-wise love

Which has refused these things for which I yearn;
And though at times I cannot keep from grieving.
Yet the pure ardor of my fixed-believing
Undimmed shall burn.

"I will not doubt, though sorrows fall like rain.

And troubles swarm like bees about a hive;

I will believe the heights for which I strive

Are only reached by anguish and by pain;

And though I groan and writhe beneath my crosses,
I shall yet see through my severest losses

The greater gain.

"I will not doubt, well anchored is this faith.
Like some staunch ship, my soul braves every gale;
So strong its courage that it will not quail
To breast the mighty unknown sea of death.
0, may I cry, though body parts with spirit,
Tdo not doubt,' so listening worlds may hear it.
With my last breath."
Ella Wheeler Wilcox

Eternity is just ahead!




Doubters Never Win

THE TWO THIEVES, crucified one on -either
side of our Lord, present a graphic illustration of
how two people made use of their opportunity.
Faith and doubt these two qualities are always
filled with contrast.

The Curse of Doubt
"One of the malefactors which were hanged railed
on him, saying, 'If thou be Christ, save thyself and
us." The unbelieving thief was a hard-hearted
doubter, caught in his crime and sentenced to death.
His position in these final minutes put him at arm's
length from the Son of God, but his evil, doubting
attitude held him a million miles away. He was so
taken up with bitterness that he never grasped the
marvelous spiritual opportunity that was his.
"If thou be the Christ. .. " He never gave an
opportunity to hope. The disbelief expressed by the
word "if" betrays our true feelings, as it did his.
Although this man sought solace with his words, he
found none. Doubt brings the night of gloom, not
the dawn of hope. The Lord made no response, for
divine assurance is denied the doubter. The Great
Forgiver, with all His kingly powers, cannot release
the soul that is shackled by doubt.
True admission of the need of faith Is this
confession, "Lord help my unbelief."
The Reward of
Faith "But the other answering rebuked him,
saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art
in the same condemnation?" The feeling of
faith in another reacts to rebuke doubt. A
defeatist attitude strikes horror to the heart of even
a benighted soul.
In sharp contrast was the surprising faith of this
thief on the opposite cross. He had nothing to lose.

A condemned man, caught in his crime and
made to pay with his life. His faith stood out
like a white lily in black soil. There was no
hesitation. There were no "ifs" coming from
this condemned man. Here was open faith
and full surrender.
His rebuke to an associate in crime was his
first expression of faith. He said, "You and I
die justly for our deeds, but this man hath
done nothing amiss." Then faith, in full
expression, asked, "Lord, remember me
when thou comest into thy kingdom." How
typical of a truly repentant soul!
"And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto
thee, Today shalt thou be with me in
paradise." A dying man found his way to
God by simply using faith. As the trusting
thief focused his eyes on Jesus, his faith
enabled him to view what ordinary eyes
could never see truly a Saviour of mankind,
the Son of God. Both thieves looked upon
the same face. The first man saw only the
face of another dying man. The second saw
Him as God.

Which One Are We?
Can we capture such faith in a day when to
doubt seems the easier way? Can we
eliminate our unbelieving "ifs" in an age of
cutting cynicism, bitter sarcasm, stinging
character  assassination, and  general
disruption? Can we scatter the symptoms of
self defeat and gloom?
For the spiritual faith-filled heart, there is no
option. We accept wholeheartedly this
challenge to replace sick attitudes of doubt
and pessimism with the healthy ones of faith
and trust. Only in this spirit can we
accomplish ~ worthwhile  achievements
during our days on the earth.
How true the lines: "A man who follows
behind others to steal golden crowns from
their heads will some day be startled to learn
that there are multitudes walking along
behind him, trying to steal any crown that
he might gain. If, on the other hand, a man
goes through life placing golden crowns on
the heads of others, he will be amazed at the
number of people following his way, trying
to place crowns on his head." This is a law
of life. Doubt begets doubt. Faith begets
faith. By J.O. Wallace

A Guiding Voice

A touching story came to us from Minnesota. A farmer,
living on the edge of one of the many lakes of that
state, started to cross it in a small sailboat one evening
after dark. The wind changed, and a gust overturned
the boat when he was in the middle of the lake.

The surface of the water was covered with large masses
of floating ice. The farmer was an expert swimmer, and
he struck out boldly toward the shore, where he
thought his house stood, but he grew confused in the
darkness. The ice formed rapidly over the whole lake.
He was in a small, quickly narrowing circle, in which
he beat about wildly, the chill of death creeping over
his body. He gave up at last and was sinking in the
freezing water when he heard a sound.

It was the voice of his little girl calling him: "Father!
Father!" He listened. The sound of her voice would tell
him which way home lay. It put fresh life into him. He
thought: If she would only call once more! But she will
be frightened at the dark and cold. She will go in and
shut the door.

Just then came the cry, loud and clear, "Father!"

"I turned,® said the man afterward, in telling the story,
and struck out in the opposite direction. I had been
going away from home. I fought my way. The ice
broke before me. I reached the shore and home at last.
If my dear little girl had not persisted in calling me,
though hearing no reply, I should have died there alone
under the ice."

What a multitude of souls about us, like that poor man,
have lost their balance and let go their grip on the
lifeboat and are struggling amid the cold, icy waves of
sin soon to sink to the bottomless pit and be forever
lost, unless someone goes as near to them as possible
and calls them in the right direction. Just one word
spoken in Jesus' name may show them the right way
and be the means of their salvation.

Dear one, the sound of your voice, the words you
speak, the kind action you do may show some fallen
brother or sister the way home. O let us not be weary in
well doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint
not. selected...

“People who are wrapped
up in themselves make
small packages.”
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MATTER?

IT DOESN'T REALLY MATTER what a person
believes. It's the life he lives that really

counts."'..Have you ever heard this statement? Or

perhaps you have heard the song sung in some
churches: "I don't care what church you belong
to ... " After reading some articles on religious
topics, after listening to some sermons, and after
hearing some songs, one could get the impression
that beliefs really make no practical difference in
everyday life.

The old Anglo-Saxon word, "belief," literally
means, ""What men live by." The Bible says, "As a
man thinketh in his heart, so is he .... " (Proverbs
23:7). This scripture does not say ... "As a man
thinketh in the top of his mind, so is he," but "As he
thinketh in his heart." On the basis of the Bible
definition, we would have to say, "Beliefs are
tremendously important, and it does make a
difference what church you belong to." Your real
beliefs are not what you lazily give assent to, or the
ideas you put on public display as being your beliefs,
but they are the truths that you really hold to in
your heart, and that you live by.

A Beautiful Front

The contractor can dress up the appearance of an
old building without improving the basic structure
of the building. Here in Argentina in recent months
a number of seemingly beautiful buildings have
collapsed and even Kkilled people because the inward
structure and foundation had flaws. It was not the
appearance of the building that lacked. The builder
can put on a beautiful front to a building that the
passing crowd will admire, and yet the building
itself may be at the very point of collapse. Could it
be that when our children, friends and
congregations ask us questions about our religion,
aoout our beliefs and about our teachings, we often
show them the lovely outward facade? But it is when
we are out in the rough and tumble world of living
and doing business that we actually operate on the
truths that we really believe. It is in our homes
behind the closed doors and drawn curtains that we
really operate on what we believe.

SHALL BE LIKENED UNTO A WISE
MAN, WHO BUILT Hi$ HOUSE LPON
THE ROCK: AND THE RAIN DESCEND-
ED, AND THE FLOODS CAME, AND
THE WINDS BLEW, AND BEAT UFON
THAT HOUSE; AND 1T FELL NOT: FOR
IT WAS FOUNDED UPON THE ROCK.

AR 2
AND EVERY ONE THAT HEARETH THESE WORDS OF MINE, AND DOETH THEM NOT
SHALL BE LIKENED UNTO A FOOLISH MAN, WHO BUILT HIS HOUSE UPON THE SAND..
AND IT FELL:AND GREAT WAS THE FALLTHEEEOF.”,_.(HE/S" (/ﬂdrfﬂfw 72227

Is Your Heart Saying, '""Amen''?

I will never forget the words an old minister
who, shortly before his death, said to me,
""Remember this: many people say things with
their mouths, that their hearts do not say Amen
to." How true this is. There is a lot of difference
between the truth to which the intellect says,
"Yes," (and which the emotions I may
accept easily), and the truth which has
actually laid hold of one's heart and mind.
And so, when we state that "beliefs are
important," we are not speaking of the ideas
we display to the public, nor the opinions we
have formed about certain things, but of the
things we really believe in our hearts, and that
we act upon. Jesus said, "and why call ye
me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which
I say?" (Luke 6:46). It is one thing to call Him
Lord, and another thing to really make Him
Lord in your life. Jesus spoke of the day when
some would come saying, '"Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in they
name have cast out devils?" He added, "And
then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity" (Matthew 7:22, 23). These men said
the right words and held to a right formula, but
their hearts were not right with God. They were
J esus' name people in word only. It is one thing
to stand on the conference floor and declare we
are the true people of God, but we had better
make sure that our daily lives and conversation
are bringing honor and glory to that worthy
NAME by which we are called.

We have the right formula for baptism when
we baptize in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, but do we really know what it means to
"be buried with Him in baptism," and to rise
to walk in newness of life? It is right that we
contend wholeheartedly for the new birth of
water and Spirit, but let us be sure that our
lives are giving evidence that we are indeed
"new creatures in Christ." What evidence do
our children see of this new birth in our homes
and daily activities? Can they reconcile the joy
of the New Birth with the grouchy attitude we
sometimes exhibit? Can they reconcile our
teachings on holiness with the smutty stories
we tell our close friends? Do they see the name
of JESUS magnified in our lives when we bite
and devour our fellow-Christians? Are we just
pretending that spiritual matters come first,
and material things are secondary, when we
spend so much of our time, money and interest
on acquiring houses, cars, appliances,
furniture, while God and His cause play
second-fiddle? Have we really come to the
place where we have no more interest in this
world than a dead person does? (See Living
Letters, Colossians 3:2).

Truth in the Inward Parts

David came to realize, after his sin, that God
" ... desirest truth in the inward parts ... in the
hidden part .... " (Psalm 51:6). This conviction
gripped David when his heart was

broken because of his sin, and he was coming
to God in repentance. He knew that he needed
more than some facts in his head. He needed
more than simply maintaining an outward
form of religion and piety. It was difficult to
keep up the public impression of being a good
father and a good king, when the cancer of
sin was eating away on the inside. He needed
something in his heart! He needed God! There
is no alternative for this heart relationship
with God. David's son, Solomon, failed here,
Of him weread " .. his heart was not
perfect with God" (!Kings 11:4). He
didn't openly apostatize. He continued his
attendance of the worship of Jehovah, and
punctually gave his offerings. He didn't tear
the temple down. He just built other temples
for other gods. The nation practically
apostatized from the true God, and yet,
theoretically, never ceased to hold that
Jehovah was the true God. (continued pg 9)
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Where was the problem? In the heart I When
unholy affections are given a place in the
heart, sooner or later unholy actions will
follow.

Beliefs Do Matter

The things we believe in our hearts are
crucially important! In the business world
they are important. A man may have all the
qualifications for leadership, but if he
suddenly declares that he is a Communist in
heart, our evaluation of the man immediately
changes; for beliefs do matter.
In the political world, beliefs matter. Hitler
acted on his belief that conscience was just an
archaic Jew-ish invention. He acted on his
belief that there was no God. Over the
gateway of a concentration camp was stated,
"There is no God here." "The Nazi creed led
to the Nazi deed." The quiet countryside of
Europe was scarred with the horrors of war
because he acted on his belief.
In the matter of marriage, beliefs matter.
Imagine the marriage where the groom views
such as a tem-porary arrangement. He can't
go for this "better or worse" stuff. He feels
that as long as they are happy together, and all
goes well, they will remain married. But when
the chips begin to fly, they will be looking for
new partners. His beliefs may well lead to the
destruction of his marriage!
Your Beliefs Are What You Live By
The right belief will lead to joy and peace and
spiritual satisfaction. The wrong beliefs, held
in the heart, will lead to failure, to tragedy and
eternal damnation. It is the convictions we
hold in our hearts that will determine the kind
of lives we lead. These deep-seated beliefs
affect our destiny far more than we may
realize. It is easy to become actors and
actresses and carbon copies of others. But to
have a heart be-lief that Jesus Christ is the
only Saviour, the only answer, and that men
are eternally lost without Him; and to truly
believe that the Word of God is the only
reliable guidebook and the only true authority,
will make for some remarkable changes in
one's entire life, here and hereafter.

By John Klemin

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRUE
RELIGION AND FALSE RELIGION

Living in a Dangerous Time
There are so many confusing and mixed-up
teachings in the name of religion today that
one can easily become confused by dabbling
too much in all the different theories. Spirits
lurk in those different institutions, so | want
to deal with some of the differences between
true religion and false religion. We need to be
aware of these differences, because we are
living in a very dangerous time. | have read
many stories about saints of old who had to
fear for their lives. Perhaps you have read
about Christians who were tied to a stake or a
post and burned to death because of their
stand for Truth. Many had their heads
chopped off because they refused to back
away from serving God. In this day and time
we do not have to worry much about
someone coming into our homes or our
places of assembly and dragging us out to
torture or kill us. That kind of persecution is
rarely heard of today; nevertheless, we are
living in a very dangerous age. While there
may be little physical persecution, many
spirits and false prophets have gone out. The
enemy wants to destroy your chances of
making Heaven your eternal home.
I think about the currency used here in the
United States. People are making counterfeit
money, so the government has made
changes in the currency, and they have
published those changes in the newspaper.
They show a picture of the new currency and
describe different identifiable features
because they want you to recognize the real
money and not be confused. Like wise, | want
you to know the difference between true
religion and false religion. There are definite
differences, and God wants you to know the
differences so that you can recognize what is
true and what is false.
In our Scripture lesson we read about an
event that took place approximately three
thousand years ago. This recorded history
lets us know that men of God had to deal with
false religion even in those days. The devil
has always been in the business of providing
an alternative to the Truth.

Should someone become offended by the
Truth, the devil always has other options.
Sinner friend, God is interested in you, and
He will prick your heart because He wants
you to repent and draw close to Him.
Nevertheless, the devil will always be right
there to give you another option. He has
always been in the business of providing
men and women with alternatives to true
worship. Sometimes in this Christian walk,
things get a little difficult. However, the
Apostle John said in 1 John 5:3 that "his
commandments are not grievous,” but
sometimes they are hard on the flesh.
Whenever times get a little difficult, the devil
will supply you with an alternative.

A Problem Facing Christianity Today

According to our Scripture text, one is made
to realize that having a large following is not
evidence of being on the right side. Greater
numbers do not necessarily mean that you
have favor with God. If you study this entire
chapter, you will read that 450 prophets of
Baal were at the altar and another 400
prophets were out in the groves. This made
a combined total of 850 prophets of Baal
(false religion) compared to one true man of
God, Elijah. Large numbers of people do not
indicate that the presence of God is in the
midst. In our day and time, unfortunately
most ministers are more interested in
obtaining quantiies of people rather than
quality saints of God. They are interested in
large numbers because they feel that it
gives them more prestige, more income, and
greater ability for advancement. How sad
that they sacrifice the Truth to draw in more
people! They ought to be more interested in
quality. In other words, they ought to be
more interested in having people who
genuinely want to serve the Lord and walk
in the way that God has outlined in His
Word. Many people will sacrifice Truth to
gain a greater following.
(continued on next page)
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Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:17, "Better is a dinner of herbs where
love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith." In essence, the wise
man was saying that it is better to sit down to a little meal of herbs
and have peace and love and the presence of God than to have all
the high quality cuts of meat that one can eat and have hatred
raging. It is better to be in favor with God and to dwell in the
presence of God with few provisions than to have plenty and be
filled with anger. Virtually the same thing is recorded in Proverbs
16:8, which says, "Better is a little with righteousness than great
revenues without right.”
Friend, we want people to come to church to hear the Gospel and to
be saved. We are not against having large numbers of people in
attendance. We are seeking to get as many people in touch with God
as we possibly can, but we are not going to compromise Truth to
draw people in. Surely you have heard the old adage that says, "The
grass is always greener on the other side of the fence.” While a cow,
a goat, or another kind of animal may be grazing in a field of green
grass, it will stick its head through the fence to eat on the other side.
This wonderful salvation is something that really is greener and
truly is lasting. So, naturally, we want as many people as possible to
be saved. A faithful minister will labor to win souls, but he refuses to
sacrifice the Truth to gain numbers. A problem that faces
Christianity today is that people are looking for signs. They want to
see something, such as large crowds or big events taking place.
They have been taught that by false religion.

The Possibility of Backsliding
Revelation 9:1-2 says: 11And the fifth angel sounded, and |
saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was
given the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the
bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the
smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were
darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit."
Christian men and women are not infallible, but | am thankful
that, should one fall, God can restore that soul. God's
faithfulness is great, and anyone who lives for God will soon
realize that. The possibility of back-sliding is always there, but
thank God, it is also possible not to backslide.
Some people falsely teach that it is impossible to go back on
God once you have been saved; nevertheless, the Bible lets us
know that it is possible to backslide. Thank God, even though
the possibility is present, God can give you the power and the
grace to keep you true to the end. Again, Revelation 9:1 reads,
"I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth.” This lets us
know that even ministers are not infallible. We need to realize
that ministers who are anointed and ordained by the Spirit of
God can yield to temptation.

James said in James1:16, "Do not err, my beloved
brethren.” In other words, do not give in when temptations
are strong; do not follow after the flesh. Sadly, not
everyone heeds that advice. Some who once preached the
Gospel and stood strong for the Truth have walked away
from God. The Apostle Paul knew this was true, and he
admonished in 1 Corinthians 11:1, "Be ye followers of me,
even as | also am of Christ." Paul understood that if he
failed to keep under his body, he could become a castaway.
He knew that he could get out of the will of God and
become of no use to God.

In the natural sense, stars are a form of light, just as the
sun and the moon are. However, Revelation 1:20 lets us
know that stars represent the ministry that God has called
to bring forth light and understanding to lost souls.
Jeremiah 3:15 reads, "And I will give you pastors according
to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and
understanding.” Ministers are to live godly lives and to
preach the Gospel to others.

Nevertheless, if they become disobedient and get out of the
will of God, they can fall just as anyone else can.

In Revelation 9:1 we find that a star, or a ministry, fell. It
says” ... to him was given the key of the bottomless pit."
The bad thing about a ministry that falls is that many times
it refuses to take down the sign and go home. The best
thing one can do if he should backslide is to say, "Pray for
me; | am not right in my soul." Regrettably, too many
choose an alternate way that involves less suffering and
less humility, a way that is easier on the flesh. They just go
on as if nothing ever happened and keep singing,
preaching, and doing as they did before they fell, but God
is no longer with them.

The result of that kind of activity brings about a never-
ending fall. Whenever an individual or a group of
individuals begins to go contrary to God's way and men
begin to be the head, they are on a fast track downward
into a bottomless pit, because they have no foundation on
which to stand. This is being proven in our world today.
Several years ago no one would have even considered
having a homosexual or a lesbian stand behind a pulpit and
preach, but this is taking place today because men are
falling further and further away from the Truth.

The Result of Letting the Flesh Gain Control

It is impossible to satisfy the flesh. There will never be a
time in your walk with God when the flesh will simply give

up. It does not work that way. Continued next page
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You may surrender to the flesh a little today to try
to satisfy it, but it will soon be back to demand
more. The flesh must be crucified and brought
under control. The Apostle Paul said in

1 Corinthians 15:31, I die daily. Every day he had to
bring his flesh into subjection, lest it start to go the
wrong way. If you let the flesh gain control, there is
no end to how low it will take you.

A few years ago, no one would have thought of
being a drunkard and claiming to be a Christian at
the same time. | attended an auction some time
back, and a man whom | knew was the auctioneer,
and he held a prominent position at a local church.
However, he could barely auction the items without
cursing. He auctioned items and then walked over
to a refrigeration unit. Someone made the comment,
"You could put your coats in there.”" He said, I'd
rather put my whiskey in it. One day as | was at a
grocery store, | saw him, so | said, "How are you
getting along?" He replied, Well, I'm sober, yet he is
a high-ranking member of a church in town.

Years ago one would not have dared to be so bold.
Can you see what is happening in modern religion?
People are falling further and further away from the
Bible standard. Some things may not be outlined in
black and white in the Bible, but we know they are
wrong in principle. A fallen ministry began to let
man be the head rather than God. | am thankful that
Jesus Christ built a sure foundation. He is the Chief
Cornerstone and the Apostles are the foundation of
the Church of God. You can build a good life on
Jesus Christ. He will never do you wrong or deceive
you. You ought to build your life on Him. Christ is
solid, and He will not change. You can trust in Him.
Great is His faithfulness! Friend, He is real, and He
will be true to your soul. Jesus is wonderful!

In the early church some were dissatisfied and
caused much trouble and overthrew the faith of
some. Paul, when writing to Timothy, in 2 Timothy
2:19, said, "Nevertheless, the foundation of God
standeth sure.” The foundation of God is sure, and
it will not change. Young person, you can live for
God successfully. | see many other saints who are
standing true and upholding the Truth. The years
do not have to change you. Why? Because the
foundation of God stands sure; it is unchangeable.
God's Word has remained the same throughout the
ages. Our duty is to be obedient to it. We should not
try to put our heads together and try to change it.

There should not be any of that business
going on. We should just stand on the
foundation.

If you lay aside the Bible teachings and
put a man at the head rather than God,
you are heading for trouble. You may say,
You do not know this individual. He has
great wisdom and insight. He has been
instrumental in getting many people
converted, plus he has money and
influence. No matter how good a man may
be, if you put a man at the head of the
church, you are pushing God out.
Regardless of the abilities a man might
have, he will take it down every time.
Some may go down faster than others,
but it will be a bottomless pit. Revelation
9:2 says, And he opened the bottomless
pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit,
as the smoke of a great furnace; and the
sun and the air were darkened by reason
of the smoke of the pit.
The God of This Has
Blinded Men's Minds.

World

Paul wrote to the Corinthians in

2 Corinthians 4:3-4: " But if our gospel be
hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom
the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who
is the image of God, should shine unto
them.”

False religion has blinded the eyes of
many people. The Bible says that smoke
was coming out of this bottomless pit.
You know what happens when smoke
gets in your eyes: you can hardly see.
Sometimes | have burned trash or brush
or a pile of wood and the wind direction
changed and brought the smoke toward
me, and then | could hardly see. Smoke
blinds your eyes. People in false religion
are blinded to the Truth. We should do our
best to let our light shine before them. We
need to be careful of how we live, even in
the little things. People need to see the
Gospel light shining. in a restaurant if the
waiter takes too long to serve us, | do not
act too impatient, but | do my best to
keep the peace.

I also try to refrain from becoming
impatient in the grocery store.

As I was standing in the
checkout line at one store, a foreign
woman was trying to pay for several
items and was having a hard time
communicating with the clerk. | think
she had to put some things back and
then replace some other things. When
she finally got it all worked out and
went to pay the bill, she found that she
had left her checkbook in the car and
ran out to get it. The people in line
directly behind her were very upset
with her. They had no patience. They
became so angry that their faces turned
red and they were cursing and carrying
on shamefully. Ungodly people may do
that kind of thing, but a saint should
never behave that way.

Child of God, you need to let your light
shine. People need to see Christ in you.
I try to be very patient with adults and
children. Even children need to see
your light shining. Sometimes children
can really try you, but you need to pray
for God to help you to be patient with
them. You should not allow your
temper to get out of control. If a
neighbor throws trash into your yard,
you may not like it, but you ought to be
patient and kind so that he can see
your light shine. False religion blinds
people to the Truth. The smoke that
comes up out of the pit obscures Truth
and makes it impossible to see clearly.
Many people are deceived by all that is
going on in false religion. However, if
you talk to them about the Truth and
tell them that God said we must live
free from sin, they do not have any time
to listen. If you try to explain that God
can help them to get their lives
straightened out, they will say, "Oh, I'm
already a member of a certain church,
and we really have a lot going on over
there.” They have been blinded.

(continued on page 14)



N Think On These Things

God Knows Best

Poet: Caleb Davis Bradlee

My God knows best! through all my days
This is my comfort and my rest,
My trust, my peace, my solemn praise,

That God knows all, and God knows best.

My God knows best! That is my chart;
This thought to me is always blest;

It hallows and it soothes my heart,
For all is well, and God knows best.

My God knows best! then tears may fall;
In his great heart I'll find my nest;
For he, my God, is over all,
And he is love, and he knows best.
Caleb Davis Bradlee

There's A Way

There's a way that no fowl knoweth
And no vulture's eye hath seen; Over it
no lion goeth,

Neither passeth aught unclean.

There's a way where weary mortals
Find release from sin and strife;

'Tis a way that's everlasting, Blessed
way and truth and life.

'Tis a way that's straight and narrow,
Where we walk by simple faith, Even
through the midst of trouble And the
shadowy vale of death.

'Tis a way beside still waters, Where
are found the paths of peace, Where
we rest amid green pastures, And our
sighs and sorrows cease.

There's a way, and walk ye In It
Meekly, humbly with thy God; They
shall run and not be weary, That are
hid with Christ in God.

Georgia C. Elliott

What Faith Does

B. E. Warren

Faith does not dwell in fancy's dream
Nor in the gloomy maze;

Faith lives beside the flowing stream
Where victors take their ease.

Faith gropes not in secluded night,
In doubtful regions wild;

"Faith is the victory, lost in sight,"
Sings God's obedient child.

Faith mounts the hills of trouble here,
And soars above the clouds;

Faith drives away each slavish fear,
And lifts the mourner's shroud.

Faith sweeps the barricades of wrong,
Bombards them left and right;

Faith is the victor's conquering song,
Amid the hottest fight.

Faith brings triumphant through the fire,
The soul that will abide;

Faith warms our soul with good desire,
Though we be greatly tried.

Faith plows the tossing sea of life,
And strikes the other shore;

Faith walks amid the raging strife,
Now as in days of yore.

Faith raises valleys, lowers hills,

Faith spans the chasm wide;

Faith makes a way where none is seen,
And crosses o'er the tide.

Faith climbs the peaks and reaches God,
Above the stormy sky;

Faith sees the sunny side of life,

And wings the soul on high.

Faith passes on with steady tread,
Mid coldness, scoffs, and jeers;
Faith takes the pathway Jesus led,

Though thronged with joys or tears.

Faith, like a rock, stands firm and sure,
While things around may change;

Faith "counts those happy who endure,"
Though pilgrims here and strange.

Faith like a pillar stands the test,
While shaky things shall fall;

Faith clings the closer to God's Word,
For he is all in all.

Faith peers through disappointed hope,
And rests in peaceful trust;
Faith into darkness does not grope;

It conquers, yea, and must.

Faith overcomes the world around,
And quenches fiery darts;

Faith is the shield that will surround

Devoted Christian hearts.

Faith never stumbles, never falls;
Faith never fails or doubts.

Faith builds those unsurmounted walls

Of great salvation; shouts

Eternal victory o'er the foe,

By heaven's power and grace.

Faith links the soul to God, we know;

Unveils his smiling face.

Faith is the key that opens wide

His treasured store to all;

Faith brings those wanted riches nigh

To those who simply call.

Faith coolly weighs life's issues great,
And counts the final cost;

Faith glories in its rich estate,

If all on earth were lost.

Faith walks the narrow way alone,
And never does complain;

Faith in Christ's blood doth now atone

For every sinful stain.

Faith counts the fancied feelings chaff,
Which ebbing tides control;

While it leans on the golden staff

Of Truth, which saves the soul.



Thought Provoking Gems 3

Created For A Purpose

Your life has a purpose,

You were created by Almighty Lord above.
He chose you for a special task,

Always showing compassion and love.

God will use us all in His way,
If we just open our heart.

His glory is like the sun's light,
Always shines from the start.

You have been given special talents,

By God who is so gracious

Whatever happens in life know this —
Have faith you were created for a purpose!

Christ has no hands but our hands
\ To do his work today;
/\ / ) He has no feet but our feet
i L To lead men in His way;

G He has no tongue but our tongues
To tell men how he died;

7:? He has no help but our help
To bring them to his side.

We are the only Bible
H The careless world will read;
We are the sinner’s gospel,
We are the scoffer's creed;
@%5 il We are the Lord's last message

Given in deed and word-

“l slepT in church becauge [’'m gtriving What if the line is crooked?

Catherine Pulsifer 1-0 be more like God, dhd oh ﬁ]e What if the type is blurred?
seventh day He rested.”

God's Power

In every waving blade of grass,
In every little flower.

[
lﬁﬂd dﬂf{h f-' That daily in my walks I pass,
I see God's wondrous power.

Ii-l” H'lﬂ QIIHIT; -f-l'i, And every tiny drop of rain

vl Which falls in gentle shower,
H'-'- quﬂf' r‘ﬂ And then in mist ascends again.
Hiﬂ ¢4 H f»d Tells of His wondrous power.
' The little birds that gaily trill
Their songs in morning hour,
And all the air with music fill.

Sing of His wondrous power.
Maria J Dodge
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It's Not About You!

Life wasn’t meant to be easy, a time to lay down and rest,

Life’s a process of learning with many a trial and test.

Life’s not a bed of sweet roses or a sunny beach on the shore,

The hurdles we face are many, there’s much that one must endure.

Yet all the while we are traveling God is fully aware,

We’re pilgrims, this place is not permanent, a wee space of time that we share.
But we have a mission, a duty, a call to the lost must go out,

The message of Jesus the Saviour is what our journey’s about.

It’s true, we’ll find much rejection, many will treat us with scorn,

But life was not meant to be easy, at best we might feel quite forlorn.

He knows when you feel like a failure, He knows when your plans don’t succeed,
He feels the pressure you’re facing, He knows where your future will lead.

Take heart, the Master of Glory knows when you’re tattered and torn;
There’s nothing that’s hid from the Saviour, the sins that cause you mourn.
When folks reject what you stand for, the message that falls on deaf ears,
The personal message of Jesus that caused Him the taunts and the jeers.

Try to remember your calling, this whole thing is not about you;

God has requested your service, and to that mission you need to be true.
God’s not concerned about numbers, it’s faithfulness that He desires,
You take the message of Jesus; the Spirit’s the One who inspires.

Leave the results with the Saviour, diligently pray and prod;
Earnestly follow His guidance, and leave the results up to God.
Greta Zwaan, © 2010
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
TRUE RELIGION AND FALSE
RELIGION

"From Such Withdraw Thyself”
The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:5,
". . . supposing that gain is godliness: from such
withdraw thyself." Basing one's relationship with God
on material things and certain accomplishments is
futile. That is not what serving God is all about. Thank
God for every blessing and for everything that He
enables you to do, but what really matters is how you
live your daily life.
The prophets of Baal had much activity going on.
They were jumping on the altar and cutting them-
selves with knives. The Bible says blood gushed out
upon them. You talk about seeing activity, they had it
going, but God was not in any of it. Today people are
looking for signs, and they want to see all kinds of
activity.
They are blinded by all the "smoke.” In the Old
Testament some-times smoke was an indication of the
presence of God. At times, smoke filled the tabernacle
and the glory of God came down. However, the smoke
that the Revelation speaks of blinds men and women
through false religion. One major difference between
true religion and false religion is the focus. The
primary focus of false religion is on gaining large
numbers of people, on activities, and on events.
We read in our Scripture text in verse 37 that when it
came time for Elijah to talk to God, he said, "Hear me,
0 LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou
art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their
heart back again.” The focus of true religion is in
getting people to know God. If large numbers of peo-
ple come to the Lord, to God be the glory. If not, our
focus is not going to change. Our focus is to help lost
souls to get in touch with God. We want to preach,
sing, pray, and live in such a way that others can get
to know God. My prayer is that many more people will
find a personal relationship with God so that they can
have their sins washed away and live clean lives.
The focus of false religion is on gaining numbers
through the many activities and events. Do not mis-
understand me. | love times of fellowship with God's
people. However, if that is your focus and the Truth is
crowded out, then there is a problem. The Bible gives
warnings concerning these things. Titus 1:16 reads,
"They profess that they know God; but in works they
deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and
unto every good work reprobate.

A verse that has been a help to me is found
in 2 Peter 2:18, which states, "For when
they speak great swelling words of vanity,
they allure through the lusts of the flesh.”
The flesh has a natural desire to want good
things. God designed us that way. Desiring
good things will cause one to get out of
bed and go to work. Nonetheless, one can
easily be allured by great swelling words of
vanity if he is not careful. False religion will
boast of having many people in attendance
and of having a good time. They will even
say that God is in their midst, but they
speak great swelling words of vanity. There
is no wrong in leting people know that you
have been having good services, but you
can do so without boasting of having large
numbers of people in attendance and of all
the many activities and functions you have
taking place. What is important is, did God
speak to your heart? Great swelling words
of vanity can allure you and cause you to
lean that way because it sounds good.
Dear one, you need to be cautious, lest you
get caught up in that because someone
came along and really put on a show.

False Religion Brings Torment

True religion dearly preaches deliverance
from sin through salvation and holy living.
If you will read on in Revelation, Chapter 9,
you will find that false religion brings tor-
ment to people. Sinners go to church
wanting to be delivered because their
conscience is bothering them and they
need help. A false preacher will approach
them and ask, "Won't you make a decision
to join the church and be a Christian?"
Then they are told, No one can live free
from sin. That is torment. They are not told
that they must die out to sin. False
ministers convince people to come forward
and get involved, and then they tell them,
"Everyone sins a little." Friend, that is not
true. The true church preaches death to
sin. One must give up sin and die out to it.
You have to turn away from all wrongdoing
and leave it alone. You must put it all
behind you and walk with God. Living a
holy life does not permit one to sin a little
more or less every day.

The problem with that teaching
is that it leads to more sin rather
than less. If something hinders
you in your walk with God, you
must give it up and put it behind
you. If you are having a
struggle, you should ask
someone to pray with you for
strength and grace to overcome
it. The Bible says to come to
Him in every time of need. You
can obtain victory if you really
want to. God will supply the
power to overcome.

The servants of Baal, after all
their activity and carrying on,
were unable to awaken their
god. Elijah chided them and
urged them to cry louder. They
carried on until evening. When
evening was come, the Bible
says they were worn out. They
sought Baal, but he never did
answer. Then Elijah told the
people to come near, and he
called upon God for all the
people to see. The fire fell from
Heaven and consumed the
sacrifice, the wood, the stones,
and licked up the water.

Much activity is no sign of
power. You can run, jump,
shout, and carry on, but what
really is important is how you
walk when your feet hit the
ground. In Acts 2:38 Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost. this is the True way to
salvation. This is the foundation
then build on this in separation
and holiness. end...
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Our Partners in Helping to Spread the Word

America’s Christian
Newspaper is blessed to
have the prayers and support
from congregations all over
the country, spreading the
Word far and wide.
Thanks to all who have been so
faithful and generous.

GOD BLESS YOU!
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Apostolic Lighthouse Tabernacle
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Discover Original Pentecost

Solid Rock Pentecostal Church
322 Quitman Lane
MS 39601
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First Apostolic Church
11384 Crossett Rd.
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Apostolic Faith Tabernacle
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Maysville, KY 41056
Randall Osman, Pastor

"A Church that Preaches
What The Bible Teaches'

Bible Truth Tabernacle
Apostolic Church

850 East Main Street
Bedford, VA 24523
Pastor Wayne Lawhorn

Knoxville Apostolic Church
7504 Chapman Highway
Knoxville, TN 37920
Pastor B. Scott Sparks

Truth Tabernacle Church & School
7601 Ohio River Road
Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694
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337-285-6045

First Apostolic Church
1801 Durst St.
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
Pastor Brent Crosswhite

Lighthouse Apostolic Church
310 Co. Road 195
Waterloo, AL 35677
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Apostolic Lighthouse Pentecostal
Church
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1801 Durst Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Pastor Brent Crosswhite
936-560-6601

Apostolic Lighthouse
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""Healing,Deliverance,Miracles"
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Truth Tabernacle
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For with God nothing

shall be impossible
Luke 1:37
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“TRULY A GREAT FAMILY CAMP”

Western Kentucky Apostolic Youth CONFERENCE

JULY 9" thru 122024
4 Nights and 3 Days

LOCATED AT THE FAIR GROUNDS ON ARCH ST
Madisonville, Kentucky

Pastor Junior Tingle Welcomes AlL

Vacation Bible School We Are Looking forward to seeing you this year

for Children up to 12 Make Plans to Attend.
years old. Great Free Meals served after each Service

*SPECIAL SPEAKERS* Everyone IS InVited

Elder John Bullock......... 1:00 p.m.
Elder Jon Lambeth.............7:30 p.m.

Special Singing and Choir
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them. Then what will you become?
You will be "a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's
use, and prepared unto every good
work."

Dear one, will you let God make
you a vessel of honor, one that is
sanctified for service for the Master.
Remember, God is the Potter, and
you are the clay. If you are ever

going to amount to anything in
this life, it will be because of the
Potter.

Young person, you need fto
really deepen down in your
Christian experience, because the
devil is bidding high for your soul.
You need to really sell out to God
and live steadfastly for Him. Never
mind the peer pressure. Anyone

who is critical of your being a child
of God is not your friend anyway.

God is looking for vessels that
will allow themselves to be purged
from things of dishonestly and dis-
honer-and be made vessels of honor,
sanctified and meet for the Master's
use, Or service.

(Cassette C-5273E)

A GUIDING VOICE

A touching story came to us from Minnesota, A
farmer, living on the edge of one of the many lakes
of that state, started to cross it in a small sailboat one
evening after dark. The wind changed, and a gust
overturned the boat when he was in the middle of
the lake. The surface of the water was covered with
large masses of floating ice. The farmer was an expert
swimmer, and he struck out boldly toward the shore,
where he thought his house stood, but he grew confused
in the darkness. The ice formed rapidly over the whole
lake.

He was in a small, quickly narrowing circle, in which
he beat about wildly, the chill of death creeping over his
body. He gave up at last and was sinking in the freezing
water when he heard a sound.

It was the voice of his little girl calling him: "Father!
Father!" He listened. The sound of her voice would tell
him which way home lay. It put fresh life into him, He
thought: "If she would only call once more! But she will
be frightened at the dark and cold. She will go in and
shut the door—"*

‘1 turned," said the man afterward, in telling the
story, "and struck out in the opposite direction. I had
been going away from home. I fought my way. The ice
broke before me. I reached the shore and home at Jast. If
my dear little girl had not persisted in calling me, though
hearing no reply, I should have died there alone under
the ice."

What a multitude of souls about us, like that poor
man, have lost their balance and let go their grip on the
lifeboat and are struggling amid the cold, icy waves of
sin—soon to sink to the bottomless pit and be forever
lost, unless someone goes as near to them as possible and
calls them in the right direction. Just one word spoken in
Jesus' name may show them the right way and be the
means of their salvation.

Dear one, the sound of your voice, the words you
speak, the kind action you do may show some fallen
brother or sister the way home. O let us not be weary in
well doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint
not.

Just then came the cry, loud and clear, "Father!" Selected
Win Them One by One
If to Christ our only King Only cowards dare refise,
Men vedeemed we strive fo bring, Dare tlis gift of God misuse;
Just one way may this be done — Ere some friend goes to his grave,
We must win them one by one. Speak a word his soul to save.
Side by side we stand ench day, Not for hope of great reward
Saved are we, but lost are they; Turn men's hearts unto the Lord;
They will come if we but dare Just to see a saved man smile
Speak a word backed up by prayer. Makes the effort well wortiwhile.
C. Austin Miles
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1 Kings 18:21 Alld Elijah came 111lio nil the
people, mill said, How 101Ig halt ye behueell two
opillions? ifthe LORD be God, fallow him: but if
Bani, tlenfollow Lim. And tire people answered him
Hlotnword.

22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even 1
only, remain a prop/tel of the LORD; but Baal's
propllets arefollr l11111dred andfift,] men.

23 Let them tlerefore give us two bullocks;
and let them c/,00se one bullockfor themselves, 11lid
cut it in pieces, and lay it 0l wood, alld prit 1ofire
under: 11LId I will dress the other bullock, and lay i
011 wood, and prtt 11ofire 1111der:

24 Aud call ye Ol the name ofyour gods, mid
1 will call on the name oftire LORD: and the God
that nnsweretlr byfire, let llim be God. And all tire
people answered and said, It is well spoken.

25 And 'Elijah said 111110 the prophets of Bani,
Otoose you cme bullock for yourselves, and dress it
first;for ye are 111111k 111id call 011 lite Ifime ofyour
gods, but put 110fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given
them, and tlzey dressed it, and en/led 011 the IllI11leo f
Baalfrom morning even ullli 110011 saying, O Bani,
hear us. But tlrere was 110 voice, llor any that all-
swered. And they leaped upon the altar which was

made.

27 And it came lo pass at 110011, that Elijah
mocked them, and said, Cn] aloud: for he is n god;
eitller ke is tnlkillg or he is pllrsllillg or Le is il n
joll 11ky, or pernduelltlire he sfeepet/z, 1111d 111ust be
muaked.

28 And they cried nfoml, 11ld c11t llzemselves
after tlteir mmmer with knives nnd Inm:ets, till 'he
blood guslzed 011t upon tlzem.

29 Aud it came to pass, whell midday runs
past, and tlrey prophesied unh'! tlze time of the
offerillg of tlze evellillg sacrifice, tlzat t/zere runs
neither voice, nor any lo answer, llor nny tlmt
regarded.

30 And Elijnt said rznto w1 the people, Come
near ullto me. And nil the people came 1lenr 111l
flim. And he repaired the altnr o ftlze LORD tlzat was
broken dowu.

31 Alld Elijah look twelve stones, nccordillg to
tite 1111111bero f the tribes o f1lle sons o fJacob, 111110
w0111 the word o fthe LORD came, saying, Israel
shall be tliy 11nme:

32 Alldwitlt tire stones he built nl altar in the
nnme o f/lie LORD; and lte mntle n trench nbollt the
nltnr, as great as would colltaill huo mensllIres of
seed,

33 And lteput the wood ill order, and mt ll,e
bullock in pieces, and laid him 0l the wood, 111111
snid, Fififour barrels with water, andpour it on tfre
burnt sacrifice, and 011 the wood.

34 And Ire snid, Do it the second lime. Ami
they did it flle second time. Alld he said, Do it tlu:
third time. Alld they did it the third time.

35 And the water dlll rol111d about tire altar;
and hefilled tle Irenclr nlso wit/l1 water.

36 And it cnme to pnss at the time of the
offering of the evelling sncriftce, titnt Elijalr the
prophet came 1lent, mrd said, LORD God ofAbra-
ham, Isanc, mrd ofIsrael, let it be known tlzis dny
that t/zott art God i1 Israel, alld that I am tfzy ser-
vant, 11 llzat I have done nil these things nl thy
word.

37 Hearme, 0 LORD, llenr me, that this people
mny know that tholl art the LORD God, and t/,nt
/011 hast htmed their henrt bnck ngniu.

38 lum ftfrefire of the LORD fell, 1llid coll-
sllllled tlite bumt sacrifice, alld tire wood, and tire
slolles, 111id the dust, mid licked up tire water that
was in tire treucll.

The Difference Between
True Relif:!iomnd False Relil!ion

Living in a Dangerous Time

There are so many confusing
and mixed-up teachings in the name
of religion today that one can easily
become confused by dabbling too
much in all the different theories.
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Brother Allen Polston

Spirits lurk in those different insti-
tutions, so I want to deal with some
of the differences between true reli-
gion and false religion. We need
to be aware of these differences,
because we are living in a very
dangerous time.

I have read many stories about
saints of old who had to fear for
their lives. Perhaps you have read
about Christians who were tied to a
stake or a post and burned to death
because of their stand for Truth.
Many had their heads chopped off





because they refused to back away
from serving God. In this day and
time we do not have to worry much
about someone coming into our
homes or our places of assembly and
dragging us out to torture or kill us.
That kind of persecution is rarely
heard of today; nevertheless, we are
living in a very dangerous age.
While there may be little physical
persecution, many spirits and false
prophets have gone out. The enemy
wants to destroy your chances of
making Heaven your eternal home.

I think about the currency used
here in the United States. People
are making counterfeit money, so
the government has made changes
in the currency, and they have
published those changes in the
newspaper. They show a picture of
the new currency and describe dif-
ferent identifiable features because
they want you to recognize the real
money and not be confused. Like-
wise, I want you to know the differ-
ence between true religion and false
religion. There are definite differ-
ences, and God wants you to know
the differences so that you can
recognize what is true and what is
false.

In our Scripture lesson we read
about an event that took place
approximately three thousand years
ago. This recorded history lets us
know that men of God had to deal
with false religion even in those
days. The devil has always been in
the business of providing an alterna-
tive to the Truth. Should someone
become offended by the Truth, the
devil always has other options. Sin-
ner friend, God is interested in you,
and He will prick your heartbecause
He wants you to repent and draw
close to Him. Nevertheless, the devil
will always be right there to give
you another option. He has always
been in the business of providing
men and women with alternatives to
true worship. Sometimes in this
Christian walk, things get a little
difficult. However, the Apostle John
said in 1 John 5:3 that "his com-
mandments are not grievous," but
sometimes they are hard on the

flesh. Whenever times get a little
difficult, the devil will supply you
with an alternative.

A Problem Facing
Christianity Today

According to our Scripture text,
one is made to realize that having a
large following is not evidence of
being on the right side. Greater num-
bers do not necessarily mean that
you have favor with God. If you
study this entire chapter, you will
read that 450 prophets of Baal were
at the altar and another 400 prophets
were out in the groves. This made a
combined total of 850 prophets of
Baal (false religion) compared to one
true man of God, Elijah.

Large numbers of people do not
indicate that the presence of God is
in the midst. In our day and time,
unfortunately most ministers are
more interested in obtaining quanti-
ties of people rather than quality
saints of God. They are interested in
large numbers because they feel that
it gives them more prestige, more
income, and greater ability for
advancement. How sad that they
sacrifice the Truth to draw in more
people! They ought to be more inter-
ested in quality. In other words, they
ought to be more interested in hav-
ing people who genuinely want to
serve the Lord and walk in the way
that God has outlined in His Word.
Many people will sacrifice Truth to
gain a greater following.

Solomon wrote in Proverbs
15:17, "Better is a dinner of herbs
where love is, than a stalled ox and
hatred therewith." In essence, the
wise man was saying that it is better
to sit down to a little meal of herbs
and have peace and love and the
presence of God than to have all the
high quality cuts of meat that one
can eatand have hatred raging. It is
better to be in favor with God and to
dwell in the presence of God with
tew provisions than to have plenty
and be filled with anger. Virtually
the same thing is recorded in Prov-
erbs 16:8, which says, "Better is a
little with righteousness than great

revenues without right."

Friend, we want people to come
to church to hear the Gospel and to
be saved. We are not against having
large numbers of people in atten-
danGe. We are seeking to get as
many people in touch with God as
we possibly can, but we are not
going to compromise Truth to draw
people in.

Surely you have heard the old
adage that says, "The grass is always
greener on the other side of the
fence." While a cow, a goat, or
another kind of animal may be graz-
ing in a field of green grass, it will
stick its head through the fence to
eat on the other side. This wonderful
salvation is something that really
is greener and truly is lasting. So,
naturally, we want as many people
as possible to be saved. A faithful
minister will labor to win souls, but
he refuses to sacrifice the Truth to
gain numbers. A problem that faces
Christianity today is that people are
looking for signs. They want to see
something, such as large crowds or
big events taking place. They have
been taught that by false religion.

The Possibility of Backsliding

Revelation 9:1-2 says: 1And tlle
tifth angel sounded, and Isaw a star
fall from heaven unto the earth: and
to him was given the key of the
bottomless pit. And he opened the
bottomless pit; and there arose a
smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of
a great furnace; and the sun and the
air were darkened by reason of the
smoke of the pit."

Christian men and women are
not infallible, but I am thankful that,
should one fall, God can restore that
soul. God's faithfulness is great, and
anyone who lives for God will soon
realize that. The possibility of back-
sliding is always there, but thank
God, it is also possible not to
backslide.

Some people falsely teach that it
is impossible to go back on God once
you have been saved; nevertheless,
the Bible lets us know that it is possi-
ble to backslide. Thank God, even
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though the possibility is present,
God can give you the power and the
grace to keep you true to the end.
Again, Revelation 91 reads, "I saw a
star fall from heaven unto the earth."
This lets us know that even ministers
are not infallible. We need to realize
that ministers who are anointed and
ordained by the Spirit of God can
yield to temptation.

James said in Jamesl:16, "Do
not err, my beloved brethren." In
other words, do not give in when
tempta-tions are strong; do not
follow after the flesh. Sadly, not
everyone heeds that  advice.
Some who once preached the
Gospel and stood strong for the
Truth have walked away from
God. The Apostle Paul knew this
was true, and he admon-ished in 1
Corinthians 11:1, "Be ye followers
of me, even as I also am of Christ."
Paul understood that if he failed
to keep under his body, he could
become a castaway. He knew that
he could get out of the will of God
and become of no use to God.

In the natural sense, stars are a
form of light, just as the sun and the
moon are. However, Revelation 1:20
lets us know that stars represent the
ministry that God has called to bring
forth light and understanding to lost
souls. Jeremiah 3:15 reads, "And I
will give you pastors according to
mine heart, which shall feed you
with knowledge and understand-
ing." Ministers are to live godly lives
and to preach the Gospel to others.
Nevertheless, if th, , become disobe-
dient and get out of the will of God,
they can fall just as anyone else can.

In Revelation 9:1 we find that a
star, or a ministry, fell. It says"...to
him was given the key of the bot-
tomless pit." The bad thing about a
ministry that falls is that many times
it refuses to take down the sign and
go home. The best thing one can do
ifhe should backslide is to say, "Pray
for me; I am not right in my soul.”
Regrettably, too many choose an
alternate way that involves less suf-
fering and less humility, a way that
is easier on the flesh. They just go on
as if nothing ever happened and
lfgep singing, preaching, and doing

as they did before they fell, but God
is no longer with them.

The result of that kind of activity
brings about a never-ending fall.
Whenever an individual or a group
of individuals begins to go contrary
to God's way and men begin to be
the head, they are on a fast track
downward into a bottomless pit,
because they have no foundation on
which to stand. This is being proven
in our world today. Several years
ago no one would have even consid-
ered having a homosexual or a les-
bian stand behind a pulpit and
preach, but this is taking place today
because men are falling further and
further away from the Truth.

The Result of Letting the
Flesh Gain Control

It is impossible to satisfy the
flesh. There will never be a time in
your walk with God when the flesh
will simply give up. It does not work
that way. You may surrender to the
flesh a little today to try to satisfy it,
but it will soon be back to demand
more. The flesh must be crucified
and brought under control. The
Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians
15:31, 4! die daily. . Every day he had
to bring his flesh into subjection, lest
it start to go the wrong way. If you
let the flesh gain control, tllere is no
end to how low it will take you.

A few years ago, no one would
have thought of being a drunkard
and claiming to be a Christian at the
same time. I attended an auction
some time back, and a man whom I
knew was the auctioneer, and he
held a prominent position at a local
church. However, he could barely
auction the items without cursing.
He auctioned items and then walked
over to a refrigeration unit. Someone
made the comment, "You could put
your coats in there." He said, "I'd
rather put my whiskey in it.. One
day as I was at a grocery store, Isaw
him, so I said, "How are you getting
along?" He replied, s Well, I'm sober, 1
yethe is a high-ranking member of a
church in town.

Years ago one would not have

dared to be so bold. Can you see
what is happening in modern
religion? People are falling further
and further away from the Bible
standard. Some things may not be
outlined in black and white in the
Bible, but we know they are wrong
in principle.

A fallen ministry began to let
man be the head rather than God. I
am thankful that Jesus Christ built a
sure foundation. He is the Chief
Cornerstone and the Apostles are the
foundation of the Church of God.
You can build a good life on Jesus
Christ. He will never do you wrong
or deceive you. You ought to build
your life on Him. Christ is solid, and
He will not change. You can trust in
Him. Great is His faithfulness!
Friend, He is real, and He will be
true to your soul. Jesus is wonderful!

In the early church some were
dissatisfied and caused much trou-
ble and overthrew the faith of some.
Paul, when writing to Timotlly, in
2 Timothy 2:19, said, "Nevertheless,
the foundation of God standeth
sure." The foundation of God is sure,
and it will not change.

When I was a young Christian
and a single man, I Prayed and at-
tended young people’s meetings and
such. Soon afterward, God gave me
a good wife and a family. Friend,
you can take hold of God's Truth
and uphold it. As Ilook at Christian
young people and see them singing
to the glory of God, I know they are
growing strong in this same Truth.

Young person, you can live for
God successfully. I see many other
saints who are standing true and
upholding the Truth. The years do
not have to change you. Why? Be-
cause the foundation of God stands
sure; it is unchangeable. God's Word
has remained the same throughout
the ages. Our duty is to be obedient
to it. We should not try to put our
heads together and try to change it.
There should not be any of that busi-
ness going on. We should just stand
on the foundation.

If you lay aside the Bible
teachings and put a man at the head
rather than God, you are heading for





trouble. You may say, 1You do not
know thls individual. He has great
wisdom and insight. He has been
instrumental in getting many people
converted, plus he has money and
influence.n No matter how good a
man may be, if you put a man at the
head of the church, you are pushing
God out. Regardless of the abilities a
man might have, he will take it
down every time. Some may go
dmwvn faster than others, but it will
be a bottomless pit. Revelation 9:2
says, 1And he opened the bottomless
pit; and there arose a smoke out of
the pit, as the smoke of a great fur-
nace; and the sun and the air were
darkened by reason of the smoke of
the pit.u

The God of This World Has
Blinded Men's Minds

Paul wrote to the Corinthians in
2 Corinthians 4:3-4: .But if our gos-
pel be hid, it is hid to them that are
lost: In whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine unto
them.

False religion has blinded the
eyes of many people. The Bible says
that smoke was coming out of this
bottomless pit. You know what hap-
pens when smoke gets in your eyes:
you can hardly see. Sometimes I
have burned trash or brush or a pile
of wood and the wind direction
changed and brought the smoke
toward me, and then I could hardly
see. Smoke blinds your eyes.

People in false religion are
blinded to the Truth. We should do
our best to let our light shine before
them. We need to be careful of how
we live, even in the little things.
People need to see the Gospel light
shining. In a restaurant if the waiter
takes too long to serve us, I do not
act too impatient, but I do my best to
keep the peace. I also try to refrain
from becoming impatient in the
grocery store.

As I was standing in the
checkout line at one store, a foreign

woman was trying to pay for several
items and was having a hard time
communicating with the clerk. I
think she had to put some things
back and then replace some other
things. When she finally got it all
worked out and went to pay the bill,
she found that she had left her
checkbook in the car and ran out to
get it. The people in line directly
behind her were very upset with her.
They had no patience. They became
so angry that their faces turned red
and they were cursing and carrying
on shamefully. Ungodly people may
do that kind of thing, but a saint
should never behave that way.

Child of God, you need to let
your light shine. People need to see
Christ in you. I try to be very patient
with adults and children. Even
children need to see your light shin-
ing. Sometimes children can really
try you, but you need to pray for
God to help you to be patient with
them. You should not allow your
temper to get out of control. If a
neighbor throws trash into your
yard, you may not like it, but you
ought to be patient and kind so that
he can see your light shine.

False religion blinds people to
the Truth. The smoke that comes up
out of the pit obscures Truth and
makes it impossible to see clearly.
One thing in particular that blinds
people in false religion is all the ac-
tivity. Some boastfully say, "Did you
know that we had five hundred
people at our Easter service? I'm
telling you, we had ourselves a time!
We had a festival and a dinner like
you wouldn't believe. We've got so
many people coming now that we
have to set up several assembly
times on Sunday mornings. We are
really being blessed."

Many people are deceived by all
that is going on in false religion.
However, if you talk to them about
the Truth and tell them that God
said we must live free from sin, they
do not have any time to listen. If you
try to explain that God can help
them to get their lives straightened
out, they will say, +Oh, I'm already a
member of a certain church, and we

really have a lot going on over
there.n They have been blinded.

"From Such Withdraw Thyself"

.The Apostle Paul wrote to
Timothy. in 1 Timothy 6:5, " . .
supposing that gain is godliness:
from such withdraw thyself." Basing
one's relationship with God on
material things and certain accom-
plishments is futile. That is not what
serving God is all about. Thank God
for every blessing and for everything
that He enables you to do, but what
really matters is how you live your
daily life.

The prophets of Baal had much
activity going on. They were jump-
ing on the altar and cutting them-
selves with knives. The Bible says
blood gushed out upon them. You
talk about seeing activity, they had it
going, but God was not in any of it.
Today people are looking for signs,
and they want to see all kinds of
activity.

They are blinded by all the
"smoke." In the Old Testament some-
times smoke was an indication of the
presence of God. At times, smoke
filled the tabernacle and the glory of
God came down. However, the
smoke that the Revelation speal<S of
blinds men and women through
false religion. One major difference
between true religion and false reli-
gion is the focus. The primary focus
of false religion is on gaining large
numbers of people, on activities, and
on events.

We read in our Scripture text in
verse 37 that when it came time for
Elijah to talk to God, he said, "Hear
me, 0 LORD, hear me, that this
people may know that thou art the
LORD God, and that thou hast turned
their heart back again.” The focus of
true religion is in getting people to
know God. If large numbers of peo-
ple come to the Lord, to God be the
glory. If not, our focus is not going to
change. Our focus is to help lost
souls to get in touch with God. We
want to preach, sing, pray, and live
in such a way that others can get to
know God. My prayer is that many
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more people will find a personal
relationship with God so that they
can have their sins washed away
and live clean I Ves.

The focus of false religion is on
gaining numbers through the many
activities and events. Do not mis-
understand me. I love times of
tellowship with God's people. How-
ever, if that is your focus and the
Truth is crowded out, then there is a
problem.

The Bible gives warnings
concerning these things. Titus 1:16
reads, "They profess that they know
God; but in works they deny
him, being abominable, and dis-
obedient, and unto every good work
reprobate.; A verse that has been
a help to me is found in 2 Peter 2:18,
which states, For when they speak
great swelling words of vanity,
they allure through the lusts of the
flesh.i The flesh has a natural desire
to want good things. God designed
us that way. Desiring good things
will cause one to get out of bed
and go to work. Nonetheless, one
can easily be allured by great swell-
ing words of vanity if he is not
careful.

False religion will boast of
having many people in attendance
and of having a good time. They will
even say that God is in their midst,
but they speak great swelling words
of vanity. There is no wrong in let-
ting people know that you have been
having good services, but you can
do so without boasting of having
large numbers of people in atten-
dance and of all the many activities
and functions you have taking place.
What is important is, did God speak
to your heart? Great swelling words
of vanity can allure you and cause
you to lean that way because it
sounds good. Dear one, you need to
be cautious, lest you get caught up
in that because someone .came along
and really put on a show.

False Religion Brings Torment

True religion dearly preaches
deliverance from sin through s ava-
tion and holy living. If you will read
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on in Revelation, Chapter 9, you will
find that false religion brings tor-
ment to people. Sinners go to church
wanting to be delivered because
their conscience is bothering them
and they need help. A false preacher
will approach them and ask, "Won't
you make a decision to join the
church and be a Christian?" Then
they are told, :No one can live free
from sin., That is torment. They are
not told that they must die out to sin.
False ministers convince people to
come forward and get involved, and
then they tell them, "Everyone sins a
little." Friend, that is not true.

The true church preaches death
to sin. One must give up sin and die
out to it. You have to turn away
from all wrongdoing and leave it
alone. You must put it all behind
you and walk with God. Living a
holy life does not permit one to sin a
little more or less every day. The
problem with that teaching is that it
leads to more sin rather than less. If
something hinders you in your walk
with God, you must give it up and
put it behind you. If you are having
a struggle, you should ask someone
to pray with you for strength and
grace to overcome it. The Bible says
to come to Him in every time of
need. You can obtain victory if you
really want to. God will supply the
power to overcome.

The servants of Baal, after all
their activity and carrying on, were
unable to awaken their god. Elijah
chided them and urged them to cry
louder. They carried on until eve-
ning. When evening was come, the
Bible says they were worn out. They
sought Baal, but he never did
answer. Then Elijah told the people
to come near, and he called upon
God for all the people to see. The fire
fell from Heaven and consumed the
sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and
licked up the water.

Much activity is no sign of
power. You can run, jump, shout,
and carry on, but what really is im-
portant is how you walk when your
feet hit the ground. There is no harm
in praising God by shouting, run-
ning, jumping, or whatever you feel

God would have you to do decently.
However, when your feet come
down, you ought to walk right. In
your daily living, you ought to talk
right, treat your spouse right, and
treat your family right. Living right
brings the power. God can give you
the power to live a clean, holy life.

Count the Cost

The difference between true
religion and false religion is in the
power. There is power in the blood
of Jesus. It gives you power to live a
clean, holy life. Friend, you do not
have to run back to the honky-tonks
and hellholes of this old world. You
can live a clean life, thank God! Oth-
ers may do you wrong, but you can
look at them with a heart of love and
treat them right. There is not an
ounce of power in all the activities in
false religion, just as there was no
power in all the demonstrations of
the prophets of Baal. Ithank God for
His power. Hebrews 4:12 tells us
that the Word of God is quick and
powerful. As Jesus was ready to
leave this world, He told His disci-
ples that He would give them power
to be witnesses. He said in Acts 1:8
that when the Holy Ghost came
upon them, they would receive
power. Friend, He can give you
power to live right and power to
witness to others.

Another difference between true
religion and false religion is the cost.
False religion is very cheap. You can
become a member in good standing
and even obtain a high position with
very little cost. There is a saying,
relating to business, which states,
"The bitterness of poor quality will
remain long after the sweetness of
the low price is forgotten." This ap-
plies to false religion. The bitterness
of its poor quality will remain long
after the low price is forgotten. It
does not cost much to be a nominal
Christian. You can join a church
without giving much at all. Never-
theless, long after the sweet, low
price is forgotten, the bitterness will
haunt you eternally, because you
failed to serve the Lord as His Word





demands.

True salvation does not cost you
any money, but Jesus made it very
clear that He must have first place in
your heart and life. You cannot be
His disciple without a willingness to
forsake even your own close family,
if necessary. Also, you must be will-
ing to lay down your own life. Paul
said in Romans 8:18, "For I reckon

that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be re-
vealed in us.i Dear one, it does cost
you something to gain eternal life.
The cost of true religion is greater
than the cost of false religion, but the
rewards of truly following Christ are
outstanding; they are a blessing.
You should not allow yourself to

be fooled into thinking that one reli-
gion is as good as another. True
religion will give you the power to
live free from sin. It will cost you,
but the rewards are well worth it. It
is :worth it all to be His child. May
God bless you.

(CassetteC-5255M)

Brother, see the fields around you

A Call for Reapers

You say you cannot leave your father,
Your mother, brother, sister dear:

Ripening fast with golden grain,
Someone has gone fgrth with weeping,
Sowing seed while God sent rain.

Some in tears and prayers have labored,
God has heard their cries and blessed;

Each and every faithful effort

Has sprouted seeds within men's breasts.

But now the harvesttime is coming,
The grain is r%)ening andfallingj‘gast,
And God is calling for more reapers,
Will you be first or wait till last?

Our time is flying, the night is coming,
Our work on earth we then must cease;
join the reapers,

OH! let us haste o
Our pay from God] will then increase.

Our Lord said all must be forsaken,
He said it very plain and clear.

10 each ofus our God has given

Some talents, one or two or three,

But from their use there 're no excuses,
Nonefor you and none for me.

We are taught, as faithful reapers,

Not to regard clouds or threatening storms;
Un{aith ul men and all who neglect

Will see the grain fall in the thorns.

Our reaping time will soon be over,

The Lord will then callfor our sheaves;
Oh, hasten, hasten to the harvest,

Lest you be found with naught but leaves.

Se'-ected

Have you visited
our webs te lately?

Check it out at
www.godsacreseorg
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For Me To Live Is Christ

For me to live is Christ,
To die eternal gain,

Oh, may I speak the Word
The pow'r of Christ proclaim!
Eternal joys await;
There's hope in Jesus' Name!

For me to sing is Christ!

Oh, sweet the song refrain;
Though troubles bring forth tears
In grief or untold pain,

My soul is in His care,

He's promised to sustain.

For me to live is Christ,
My heart can ne'er contain
The Joy that gives me strength,
"Tis giv'n for all to claim,
By faith through grace alone-
Believe on Jesus' Name!

Empty Handed
; By Helen Gleason

3

Would you face the Savior empty handed
As the song of the redeemed you sing
When you reach the
land of hope and glory
Will you not a soul or trophy bring.

Would you saddened be to face Him
If you kept salvation from the lost
Never sharing Christ with all who need Him
When He paid so great a cost.

Will He say well done
when you shall face Him
If for souls you did not care
Or will tears of shame flow freely
Because God's gift you did not share.

]

Shouldn't we always feed His sheep now
If we love Him, while we can
When we face Him bring souls with us
For He died for every man

©Helen Gleason 2001
All rights reserved
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There s one thing I'd like to know
Would you like to go to Heaven
When you're finished here below?

If you would you need the Saviour,
With the Cleansing Crimson Tide,

Now if this is what you're seeking,
Just how hard then have you tried?

Have you ever made an effort
To believe and faith to share,
Or to kneel down at an altar
In humility and prayer?
Surely this is not much asking
To be free and justified,
If you really want salvation,
Justi how hard then have you tried?

God don't want some great big favour,
Or some mighty deeds from you;
You don’t have to prove you're worthy
Or you're fit to make it through.
Just a word in true repentance,
And in Jesus to abide,
This is all and if you want it,
Just how hard then have you tried?

Tell me what will be your answer i

How Hard You Have Tried
Friend, if you don’t mind me asking

If you fail to reach that shore
When you knew you could have made it
And had chances by the score:
One thing certain you'll regret it
Then, unless you now decide,
If you haven't got salvation,
Just how hard then have you tried.
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““Let your loins be girded about, and your lights
burning; And ye yourselves like unto men that
wait for their lord, when he will return from the
wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they
may open unto him immediately. Blessed are
those servants, whom the lord when he cometh
shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to
meat, and will come forth and serve them. And if

he shall come in the second watch, or come in the
third wateh, and find them so, blessed are those
servants. And this know, that if the goodman of
the house had known what hour the thief would
come, he would have watched, and not have
suffered his house to be broken through. Be ye
therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh
at an hour when ye think not” (Luke 12:35-40).

The Comimg of the Lord Draweth Niglh

By N. A. Urshan, General Superintendent

This message was preached on the Harvestime?® radio broadeast on April 28, 1981.

i HE UNDATED Second Advent of Jesus Christ is
74, 6% the perpetual challenge for the church’s prepara-
tion, which shall not cease or be finished short of the
advent itself: “And every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as he ig pure” (I John 3:3).

The imminent return of our Lord is the Bible's
argument for a pure, unselfish, devoted, unworldly,
active life of service. In much of our modern preaching,
we urge people to live in a holy manner and work
diligently because death is swiftly coming, But that is
not the Bible’s argument. Its argument is always,
“Jesus Christ is coming—be ready when He comes.”

This exhortation leads inevitably to the question,
“What constitutes readiness for the coming of Jesus?”
The answer: a separation from the world, refraining
from an overindulgence of the flesh and not being
preoccupied with the affairs of this life. Intense daily
earnestness in prayer is the first part of preparation for
the Lord’s return. Readiness does not consist of
conversion alone. Our Lord declared, “Watch ye
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke
21:36).

God has not revealed the date of the Second Coming
of Jesus in order that we may always be watchful.
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Neither has He revealed the standard of holiness
necessary in our living for us to be in the Rapture, for
He desires that we be always pressing toward
perfection. He wants us to maintain a constant
alertness and readiness for His sudden coming. The
state of readiness demanded of the Israelites before
their departure from Egypt is the pattern for the
church: “And thus shall ye eat it [the paschal lamb];
with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and
your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it
is the LORD'S passover” (Exodus 12:11-12). A pilgrim
people on the eve of the last judgment must be instant
in service and unimpeded for flight.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “But this I say, brethren,
the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that
have wives be as though they had none; and they that
weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice,
as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as
though they possessed not; and they that use this
world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world
passeth away’”’ (I Corinthians 7:29-31). They who stand
on the brink of the last flight must stand with the
tightened robes and the shod feet.

In His teaching on our readiness for His return,
Jesus said, “Let your loins be girded about, and your
lights burning” (Luke 12:35). Lamps are kept burning






only at night, and all night unless we sleep. We are
living at the dawn of the Lord’s coming, and we must
stay awake with our lamps lit.

“Knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer
than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day
is at hand” (Romans 13:11-12).

Every disciple is a lighted lamp, and Christ expects a
burning flame right through midnight until the dawn.
Of John the Baptist, He said, “He was a burning and
shining light” (John 5:35). John the Baptist was a
lamp that burned and shined from evening until
morning before the Lord. The Lord told Moses that the
lamp in the Tabernacle was to burn and give light
continuously (Exodus 27:20). Sometimes there is
burning without shining, zeal without knowledge, light
without love, but God demands both burning with heat
to God and shining with light to men.

Then there is the fixed gaze that is part of this
expectant coming of the Lord: “And ye yourselves like
unto men that wait for their lord” (Luke 12:36). Jesus
said, “It is expedient for you that I go away” (John
16:17), but He never said, “It is expedient that I stay
away.” He commands conscious acceptance of the
truth of His second coming,

A visionary is one who sees visions that have no
correspondence with reality. But the locking disciple
beholds the march of God’s purposes from eternity to
eternity, crystalizing the vision into facts as they
precipitate into time. To a believer, every prophetic
word is an inevitable fact.

Jesus said, “Watch ye therefore, and pray always,
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass” (Luke 21:36). Qurs is a
perpetual watchfulness. The Lord promised, “Blessed
are those servants [ not blessed are all servants] whom
the lord when he cometh shall find watching” (Luke
12:37). The deeper the midnight, the more urgent the
vigil or the watchfulness. The first watch has
yesterday’s wakefulness in it. The fourth watch has
tomorrow's wakefulness in it

““And if he shall come in the second watch or come
in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those
servants” (Luke 12:38).

The Hebrew night was divided into three watches,
But after the captivity, the Jews gradually adopted the
Greek and Roman division of the night into four
watches, The second watch was from 9:00 p.m. to
midnight, The third watch was from midnight to 3:00
a.m. Christ will return later than the Early Church
thought—not in the first watch—but earlier than the
last church will dream—not in the fourth watch. He
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will return not as early as infancy desired or so late as
callousness assumes.

The unknown hour of the burglary compels the
householder to stay awake all night watching as one
who has no tomorrow. The fruit of the vigil for the
church is such as to make the loss of a thousand worlds
as dust in the balafice, “He cometh!” This is what the
Bible declares. There will be inspection, approval,
promotion!

The girded loin speaks of incessant service, the
burning lamp of incessant holiness, the fixed gaze of
incessant vigil, and finally the prepared life of
incessant readiness,

“Be ye therefore ready also; for the Son of man
cometh at an hour when ye think not” (Luke 12:40).
Death can be sudden, but usually it gives warning
symptoms. However, there will be no warning
symptoms concerning the coming of the Lord. It will
come as sudden as an avalanche, as swift as the
lightning, and as irrevocable as death. One flash and
the watch will be gone and the last judgments will be
here. '

““Behold, I show you a mystery;, we shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed; in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed” (I Corinthiens 15:51-52).

One fact is supreme. The Lord might have returned
at any moment these past 1900 years, He may refurn at
any moment now, Much remains to be fulfilled before
He comes with His saints, but none before he comes for
them!

One known sin; one known command disobeyed; one
truth unbelieved; one part of a life knowingly
unyielded, and we stand in jeopardy of being not
ready! I warn you that the last shadows are falling
across the world and, therefore, they are falling across
your life. If you are yet not ready, there is still time.
Your coming Judge is your present Savior.

““But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that
were before the flood they were eating and drinking
marrying and giving in marriage, until the duay that
Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until the
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the
field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two
women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be
taken, and the other left. Waich therefore: for ye know
not what hour your Lord doth come” (Matthew 24:37-
42),

(Turn to pags 11)





Is this not the reason why the Lord urged upon us to
be ready for His return? “Watch ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man” (Luke 21:36).

Is not our blessed hope today the return of Christ,
who shall come for His own who are ready to meet
Him, and suddenly to catch us away? It appears that
after His return and after the Rapture will dawn the
coming day of darkness and gloominess when
Antichrist shall rule and lead the world to the Battle
of Armageddon. Following this endtime battle, when
all resistance is put down, our Lord will come to rule
this world for a thousand years of peace.

We believe the time of His coming for His saints is
drawing near, Our Lord said, “Therefore be ye also
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh” (Matthew 24:44).

The signs of the Second Coming of Christ should
challenge the Christian to participate in the work of

winning the lost before it is too late, and to serve God
in love. There are so many warnings in the Scriptures
that every waiting Christian should be a faithful
servant, watchful and ready for our Lord’s return.

What does Christ expect the unconverted to do about
the signs of His second coming? He expects the un-
saved to prepare, To repent is the first step in prep-
aration, but repentance alone cannot save. We
must take the next step in God’s plan: baptism in His
name by immersion for the remission of sins; and
baptism is to be followed by the infilling of the Holy
Ghost with the evidence of speaking with other tongues
as the Spirit gives the utterance (Acts 2:38-39). A
sinner must reject his former life and receive Christ as
his new life,

With this full and required response on our part, we
can read the signs of His return with hopeful
expectation. We will live so that with joy we may cry
with John the Beloved: “Even so, come quickly, Lord
Jesus,” (|
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My friend, the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. The
particular prophesy of the Bible that describes the
return of the Lord has become the very desire of the
spiritually-minded individual who has carefully and
with thoughtfulness continued to believe the Bible. In
recognizing the fulfilled prophecies of our day, he has
become that very outstanding individual who has
girded his loins, who has that burning lamp in his
hand, who has that fixed gaze, and who has that
prepared life. These are vital necessities for your own
personal life, that as we draw nigh unto the coming of the

Lord our hearts may be tuned to the great time of His
coming and we may be ready to meet Him when that
clarion call sounds throughout the world.

We are standing at the verge, at the very end of time
when the Lord shall come, With His coming there will
be a glad and rejoicing sound that issues forth from the
lips of His people. God help you to be ready! May your
lamps be burning and may your hearts be ready, for
the Lord cometh soon and you need to be prepared to
meet him! |
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chapter 11 he wrote of Israel’s future and informed the
Gentiles that they are only recipients of God’s grace
because of Israel’s fall: “Through their fall salvation is
come unto the Gentiles. ..” (Romans 11:11).

Paul called the Israelites God's natural branches
and the Gentiles wild branches that were graffed into
God’s plan. The apostle declared that God is going to
receive the nation of Israel back into His favor again
(Romans 11:15), and advised and warned the Gentiles
of this event: “For I would not, brethren, that ye

S |

should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be
come in” (Romans 11:25).

The world stage is now being set for the Rapture of
the church and the revival of religious Israel.
Evidently, the “times of the Gentiles” are past; the
nation of Israel is now compassed by armies of our
nation and other nations; The moment in prophetic
history has come to our generation for the Rapture.

a







"He shall see the travail o f his soul, and shall be satisified

.... " (Isaiah 53:11).

By Sallie Morley

ON NO REALM of the Lord's work, or in the
prayer life, does the Christian meet more resistance
from powers of spiritual darkness than when praying
for a lost soul. If a soul is of infinite value to God, it
must be very valuable to the devil also, considering
the way he builds bulwarks around those whom he has
in his power.

It is not necessarily difficult to pray for religious
projects that we have on our minds, or to seek the
Lord's blessing on certain programs that we have

THE TRAVAIL OF

planned. But when we make up our mind to "pray
through" for some lost soul until we can feel the
victory, right from the start we feel an opposition so
strong that we are tempted to give up before we begin.
We doubt that the person can really be saved, or that
now is the time. Or our own spiritual wealmess rises
up before us, and we seem not to have strength to go
on. So we stop praying and get busy doing something
else. It is always easier to do than to pray.

No wonder the Bible admonished usto PERSEVERE
in prayer. PERSEVERING is pushing, forcing our way
into the Holy of Holies. Intercessory prayer is hard
work-soul labor. Sometimes the darkness is so great
we cannot feel the presence of God. We seem to be
struggling alone, but as we PERSEVERE, the anoint-
ing of the Spirit will come to help us.

A Lonely Life

- The intercessor is a lonely person-at least, from
an earthly standpoint. Other Christians canspendmuch
time talking, eating, fellowshipping, and seem content
with a meager prayer life. But the person who dedi-
cates himself to God for this priestly work will become
eternity-conscious. The burden of lost souls weighs
upon him. There is a gnawing at his heart which finds
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no relief until he is weeping before the throne in be-
half of lost humanity.

The Intercessor Is A Burden-Bearer

Carrying burdens for others is not apleasant task.
Our own flesh rebels; it is humiliating to our puffed-
up, inner SELF. But just as in the physical realm an
expectant mother must carry the embryo and submit
to times of depression, discomfort and self-discipline
until her time comes to be delivered, the same is true
in the spiritual realm. Patient submission to the tedi-
ous fasic of burden bearing mellows the soul and
stamps a Christlike image on the burden-bearer.

Bringing To Birth

When the time comes for a physical birth, the moth-
er must exercise will power; she must press on when
her own strength seems to be gone. Even so, in the
spiritual realm, the intercessor must not recoil from
labor pains. There is a time of soul anguish. The
enemy withstands us. We feel his hot breath; the hell-
ish force would seem to crnsh us. We must not draw
back. We seem to be sh-uggling against a wall of dark-
ness, and we think we can't go Oll. We lack words to
pray more. But we must maintain our position, take










authority over the enemy, and believe God to deliver
the lost soul. When we have no more words to pray,
we can, at least, stand our ground and helieve!

The Apostle Paul says: I labor, striving with all
the superhuman energy which He so mightily enkin-
dles and works within me” (Colossians 1:29, Ampli-
fied Bible).

Then comes rest, a confidence that the work has
been done. We may or may not see immediate results.
It matters not. The Spirit gives witness that the vic-
tory has been won.

The Food of the Intercessor

"“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the
hidden manna. . .I am the living bread. . .he that eat-
eth me, even he shall live by me.,”

He who dedicates himself to the strenuous task of
many hours of prayer for the kingdom work will need
to renew his strength from time to time, He may have
been accustomed, before, to Biblereading in a light
way. Now, he will learn to eat the Word. Hungering
for spiritual help, he will [ind hidden lessons in famil-
iar passages that he overlooked before.

Also, He who is the LIVING WORD will reveal
Himself to him, In the secret place of soul travail, the
prayer-warrior will find companionship with the ONE
who was bruised for our transgressions and who ever
liveth to make intercession. And the sweetness of the
fellowship will far cutweigh our puny sacrifice of sepa-
ration from earthly friends.

The Garment of the Intercessor

“The Lord hath anointed me, . .to appoint unto
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy, for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness™ (Isaiah 61:1, 3).

It is absolutely necessary that the intercessor learn
to intersperse his times of agonizing and wrestling
with seasons of worship and rejoicing. The joy of the
Lord is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10). Humanly, we
cannot endure; there must be a heavenly anointing.

This supernatural anointing and help comes through
praise and worship. The enfrance into the presence of
the Lord is with praises: “Enter into his gates with
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise” (Psalm
100:4). Often we are weak and unprepared for spiritual
battles because we fail to praise the Lord as we
should.

The high priest in the tabernacle entered into the
Holy of Holies in the midst of a cloud of perfumed
smoke {rom the golden altar of incense. We, too,
need a special robe to enter into the holy Presence.
Worship and praise will cause the “glory cloud” to
descend, clothing us with His strength and power.
Then we are equipped to fight spiritual battles.

The High Calling of Priesthood
The intercessor is a priest and shares the ministry

of the pgreat High Priest in the holy sanctuary in
heaven. Priesthood is & high calling and goes beyond
the rank of presidents and kings. It is perhaps the
most sublime vocation that a Christian can attain. Tt
is a labor which refines his inner nature and makes
him like his Lord.

The Hebrew word” for a priest is *‘cohen,” and
means '‘one who stands up for another, and mediates
in his cause.” That is, the priest takes on himself the
guilt of the other person, pleading his case. In a
sense, he is a substitute for the guilty person. We
know that Christ is the real substitute for sinners.
But the earthly priest, identifying himself with his
Lord, feels the High Priest’s compassion for sinners,
and offers himself for their salvation.

The Responsibility of the Church in World Affairs

The intercessor must plead for souls as individuals, -
but his responsibility goes beyond that. The Lord in-
tended that the church should be a mighty factor in
resisting the advance of Satanic powers in national
and world affairs. Prayer should be concentrated on
government authorities, world leaders, national and
international events. If the church does not fulfill her
task, Satan will so dominate governments that doors
will close to the gospel, and the church will find her-
self retreating as darkness covers the earth,

The church, infilled with the Holy Ghost, is the
most powerful factor in this world, To her has been
given the authority of ruling over spirit-foes. She must
exercise that authority, snatch souls from the burning,
withstand armies of demons, and claim victories for
the kingdom of God.
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HI CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,

WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANKS TO ALL OF

YOU THAT WROTE IN. WERE ALSO VERY

THANKFUL TO ALL OF YOU THAT SENT IN

AN OFFERING AND STAMPS. THIS HELPS US h

TO REACH NEW AREAS WITH TRUTH. WE CAN

SEE THAT THIS OLD WORLD WILL SOON RUN

OUT OF TIME. WE MUST DO EVERY THING IN

OUR POWER TO TURN THIS OLD WORLD TO

GOD. TIME WILL SOON BE NO MORE. WE USE

EVERYTHING SENT IN TO PRINT MORE TRACTS

AND PAPERS. YOUR HELP IS GREATLY NEEDED.

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WE WERE TAUGHT WAS TO TAKE THE GOSPEL TO NEW AREAS. TO REACH FOR SOULS
THAT HAVE NEVER HEARD TRUTH. AS WE HAVE DONE THIS FOR AROUND 35 YEARS NOW. THE LORD HAS
GREATLY BLESSED ALL OF OUR OUTREACH. WE JUST CLOSED YOUTH CAMP 2002 . THE HAND OF GOD WAS IN
EVERY SERVICE. SEVERAL CLAIMED THE HOLY GHOST. MANY WERE BLESSED AS THE POWER OF GOD FELL
UPON THE PEOPLE IN EVERY SERVICE.

WE ARE NOW REACHING MANY NEW AREAS WITH THE PAPER OUT REACH. ALSO WE ARE WORKING HARD
TOWARD THE JAIL AND PRISONS. GOD HAS SO HELPED US IN THIS. WE HAVE PUT SIS JANET..SIS GAIL..BRO AND
SIS GARRISON..AND BRO AND IS HANEY OVER THIS. THE LORD HAS BROUGHT MANY OF THESE INTO THE TRUTH.
PEOPLE ARE SENDING IN STAMPS TO HELP US IN THIS. ONE MANY SENT 5 ROLLS. THIS WAS A GREAT BLESSING.
WE MUST NEVER LET IT BE SAID....”"NO MAN CARED FOR MY SOUL *

THE LORD LET ME WORK NASHVILLE TENN FOR 4 1/2 YEARS. 1 GOT UP AT 4 IN THE MORNING AND WORKED TILL
11 PM AT NIGHT, MANY TIMES I WOULD STOP AND CRY OVER THE MANY LOST SOULS IN THAT AREA. I SOUGHT
THE LORD ABOUT MEN OF GOD AND THE MANY THAT WAS HURTING. MANY HAD FALLEN. HE SPOKE FOR US TO
STRENGTHEN THEM. SO WE PRAYED AND PRAYED UNTIL THE LORD OPENED US A LARGE BUILDING IN
NASHVILLE TENN. WE GOT IT FOR 3 DAYS A YEAR FOR JUST A SMALL AMOUNT. THE LORD

REALLY BLESSED. BUT AS WE PRAYED AND FASTED AND SOUGHT GOD FOR THE SERVICES. A COUPLE MEN
WENT TO THE RESTAUNT JUST TO GOSCIP AND TEAR UP AND DESTROY WHAT WE WERE TRYING TODO. ALSO
WE HAD A MINISTERS MEETING AT JONESBORO ARK. WE TRIED OUR BEST TO SEE MEN OF GOD STIRRIED UP FOR
THE LORD. BUT AGAIN THESE MEN WORKED TO DESTROY THIS MEETING ALSO.

THIS HAS NOW SLOWED ME DOWN AS MEN PUT EVIL THOUGHT INTO PEOPLES MINDS TO STOP THE WORK OF
THE LORD. BUT GOD HAS OPENED MANY NEW DOORS TQ WHERE WE ARE WORKING HARD TO SEE MEN OF GOD
ENCOURAGED, THE LORD SPOKE THAT HE WAS GOING TO RAISE A MAN UP TO HELP ME IN THE WORK OF GOD.
WE FEEL LIKE THE LORD HAS MANY NEW DOORS OPEN TO THIS WORK AND OUTREACH.

MANY MEN TODAY ARE TRYING TO BUILD A WORK. OFF ANOTHERS MANS LABOUR, THEY DESTROY THEIR OWN
HOME CHURCH BY BUILDING ON TOP OF THEM. THEN PULLING PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR HOME CHURCH. WHEN
THEY DO THIS THEY ARE DOING THE WORK OF GOD DECIETFULLY. IF YOU WANT TO BE SAVED ..YOU ARE GOING
TO HAVE TO GET AWAY FROM PEOPLE LIKE THEY. THE WORD OF GOD SAID CURSED IS HE THAT DOETH THE
WORK OF GOD DECIETFULLY.

WE DON’T HAVE LONG BEFORE OUR LORD WILL RETURN. WE MUST BE HONEST IN EVERYTHING THAT WE DO.
WE MUST REACH FOR LOST SOULS..NO SOMEONE ELSES SAINTS. WE MUST HELP THEM BUILD THEIR WORK OF
GOD . IF WE WANT TO BE BLESSED OF GOD. WE MUST HAVE THE SAME MIND AS OUR MASTER. HE NEVER TRIED
TO HINDER OR DESTROY OTHERS. WE ARETOLD KEEP THY SELF PURE. OUR GOAL HAS ALWAYS BEEN TO HELP
APOSTOLIC CHURCHES ALL ACROSS OUR LAND. I WOULD LOVE TO SEE A TRUE CHURCH IN EVERY CITY AND
TOWN IN KENTUCKY. OUR HOUR TO REACH SOULS BEFORE THE LORD RETURNS IS COMING TO A CLOSE. WE
MUST DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO REACH QUT NOW. THE PAPER IS NOW GOING INTO OTHER NATIONS. WE
THANK THE LORD FOR THIS. WE THANK HIM FOR ALL OF YOU THAT HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE. YOUR GIFTS
AND PRAYERS HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE TO BE ABLE TO READ THE TRUTH. WE DO
ASK THAT YOU PRAY FOR THIS WORK AND OUTREACH DAILY. WE GET MANY LETTERS OF HOW THE PAPER
PLAYED A ROLL IN PEOPLE COMING TO THE LORD. . OR PEOPLE PRAYING BACK THROUGH THAT HAD STOPPED
GOING TO CHURCH. WE URGE YOU TO SEND IN NAME AND ADDRESS OF PEOPLE THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE
GET THE PAPER EACH MONTH. IF SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY IS IN JAIL OR PRISON...SEND IN THEIR NAME ANS
ADDRESS AND NUMBERS. WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE THEM REACHED FOR THE LORD. I WANT TO PRINT ABOUT
50.000 MORE PAPERS, THIS WOULD PUT US OVER THE 100.000 MARK. WE HAVE A WORKER IN HI. HE NEEDS 10
BUNDLES A MONTEH. THAT’S 1000 PAPERS. WE HAVE SEVERAL MEN OVER OTHER NATIONS WANTING US TO SEND
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balanced and in harmony with the other three.

Mental: “Fix your thought on what is true and
goad and right. Think about things that are pure and
lovely, and dwell on the fine, good things in others,
Think about all you ean praise God for and be glad
about” (Philippians 4;8—ILiving Bible).

The mind is the motivating force of the body.
The mind activates the physical processes, deter-
mines attitudes and motives, intellectual ability,
reasoning power, and is the seat of all temptations.
Sin is first conceived in the mind before being com-

mitted or rejected. :

The mind is also the center of “sin by thought”
{Matthew 5:28). Strong emotions are determined in-
tellectually. Hate, envy, pride and lust are all mental
sins.

To begin spiritual development, we must cultivate
the proper mental-spiritual attitude. Paul instructed
us to have the mind of Christ {Philippians 2:5).
Throughout the Scriptures we are encouraged to
develop positive attitudes. Solamon wrote, “For as he
thinketh in his heart, so is he...” (Proverbs 23:7).

Soren Lierkegaard noted that “Thoughts invite us,
more than words and deeds, to continue in sin, for
thoughts can be concealed, while words and deeds
cannot.”

The soul is dyed with the color of our thoughts. If
our thoughts are positive, we're positive; if negative,
we're negative; if happy, we're happy; if spiritual,
we're spiritual.

There are three sources of thoughts: God, Satan our-
selves, To cultivate spiritual depth, our thoughts
must be God-inspired and spiritually-centered.
Anything less and we're cheating ourselves.

We must develop the mind of Christ, as exemplified
in the Gospels, and especially the fifth chapter of Mat-
thew.

Physical: One's body is the vehicle through which
God works. It is more than flesh, blood and bones; it is
the temple of the Holy Ghost {1 Corinthians 3:16;
6:15, 19).

How do we cultivate a physical-spiritual
mechanism? Paul was concerned with this
mechanism when he instructed the church in Rome:
“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that
ye should obey it in the lust thereof. Neither yield ye
your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but vield yourselves unto God, as those that are
alive from the dead and your members as instruments

of righteousness unto him” (Romans 6:12-13).

We are to be physically yielded to God. This not only
encompasses church duty but our appearances as
well,

You've heard it said that first appearances make

lasting impressions. How true this is. As ambassadors
of Christ, we must concern ourselves with this
sometimes trivial matter—proper Christian dress.

We must, as ambassadors of the great King, dress
with a sense of taste and godliness. Our clothes and
manner speak for us. We reveal our character through
our manner of clothing ourselves. Dress godly and
tastefully, You don't have to be fashion-conscious to
be holy conscious. Dress in a manner that exem-
plifies Christ and our standard of holiness.

Another physical aspect is the condition of health.
Take care of yourself. Watch your diet. Get rest and
exercise, In short, get your physical power plant
motivated and tuned up. Then turn those energy
resources loose for God.

Sex is one of the most popular topics in the world
today. The current increase of sex-oriented magazines
and motion pictures attest to this fact. And the
Christian is certainly concerned with sex in its
wholesome aspect.

Let's set the record straight. Christians have been
falsely accused of believing that sex is, of itself, dirty.
Genuine Spirit-filled Christians have never believed
this. What they do believe is that sex, outside the
bonds of marriage, is sinful and wrong. This they have
always believed—this they still believe—in spite of
their being branded as prudes for doing so. They must
believe this, for it is taught in the Bible.

Dating and attraction to the opposite sex is normal
and proper. Single couples will continue to date as
long as this planet is populated with human beings.
But improper desires between single couples must be
overcome., The failure to control the emotions of sex
has ruined countless lives.

When all your physical desires and capabilities are
controlled and submitted to God, they work for you.

Social: Not much has been written about Pen-
tecostals and social involvement. But socializing,
solving social problems and beneficence was an im-
portant segment in the lives of early Christians. In
Deuteronomy 15:7-18 we read that we are to help our
deprived brethren. Jesus taught the same in Matthew
25:35-45.

As Christians, we must involve ourselves in
helping others. Benevolence will go a long way in en-
couraging others to serve God.

But when you socialize, be a Christian; don't com-
promise your convictions. Stand for the truth and
boldly proclaim the gospel.

Qur social attitude toward authority reflects our at-
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REAL
CHRISTIAN

8l HE FOLLOWING STATEMENT may startle
and shock you: Most professing Christians are not
real Christians at all! Of the over 900,000,000
estimated Christians, few fall into the category of real
Christians.

Are you a real Christian?

Your immediate reaction will be defensive, perhaps
even evasive. Your answer will probably be, “Why, of
course, I'm a real Christian!” You might add that you
attend church regularly, support home and foreign
missions, contribute to multiple charities, pay your
tithes faithfully and give freely of your time to
various church social activities.

But are you a real Christian?

What makes a real Christian? Someone wrote,
., Vitality, hustling, ferreting out the truth. A love of
their God, uncompromising loyalty to Christian
precepts, and scorn of anything that smacks of inac-
curacy, a lack of integrity or dullness.”

Are there any rules on being a real Christian?
Perhaps there are.

The only practical objection to calling a rule a rule
is the danger of misleading, on the one hand, those
who want to believe that Christian living is all a mat-
ter of rules, which, if mastered, will quickly assure

THOMA$ WA5 CONVINGED
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success, and, on the other hand, those who reject rules
of the guidance of any standard whatsoever, on the
assumption that it might be spiritually or in-
tellectually inhibiting. But rules do not make, inhibit,
restrict or debase a Christian; they are just part of the
consciousness of what he must do.

There ave definite guidelines to follow for a bal-
anced Christian life.

Balance is important in things: equations,
mathematical and chemical formulas, scales, rockets,
gyroscopes, motors and environment. Balance is essen-
tial to growth and stability in the physical dimension,
and, especially so, in the spiritual realm.

The real Christian is a balanced Christian, and love
iz the balancing agent. Jesus related the spiritual
guidelines when He said, “And thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy eart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this
is the first commandment” (Mark 12:30). Jesus not
only taught these guidelines, but instituted them as a
command.

The real Christian is balanced mentally,
physically, spiritually and sociaily.

Let's examine these four dimensions of total com-
mitment, realizing that each dimension must be






titude toward God. Respect those in authority (both
spiritual, legal and executive), and obey those who
have the rule over you (Hebrews 13:17; Ephesians
6:1; Colossians 3:20; 1 Samuel 15:22).

Center your activities upon Christ. Help your pastor,
teachers and youth leaders (Hebrews 4:16; 1 Corin-
thians 12:28). Encourage others to follow your exam-
ple. You'll be glad you did.

Spiritual: Much could be written about this im-
portant dimension. It is the power behind Christian
living. Your spiritual walk is determined by the way
you worship and pray. Shallow worship and prayer
creates a shallow walk with God. Take time to pray
(James 5:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Corinthians
14:15; Luke 18:1). Worship God with all you've got
{Psalm 45:11; 95:6).

Once again, don't compromise. Be a noncomformist
for Christ. Exercise faith and love.

The guidline, then, is to love God with the strength
of the heart, soul, mind and body. The whole person
wholly dedicated to God. Unless there is wholeness of
devotion, there will be inner division. Where there is
inner division, there is conflict. And where there is
conflict, there is spiritual and physical breakdown.

There are no half-ways to loving God. We are to love
Him affectionately (heart}, volitionally (soul), in-
tellectually (mind) and physically (strength). No part
1s left out.

If you lack any of these four characteristics, you
are unbalanced: a half-formed Christian.

For example: One may love God with the strength
of the emotions (heart) but with the weakness of the
mind, soul and will, This produces the emotionalist
in religion. Such will be in-and-out, up-and-down
spiritually, Others love God with the strength of the
mind, but with the weakness of the will, body and
soul. This produces the Christian bookworm. A
philosophical, know-it-all but spiritually weak.

All who love God in only one way are spiritually
unbalanced and missing the greatest blessing of total
Christian service. The spiritually unbalanced person
is a typecast of the church at Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-
7): they have left their first love.

There is no such thing as a Christian accident! The
truth is that success in Christian living is much like
success in any endeavor. Essentially, it is a matter of
individual attitude and love of God.

A Christian must be able and willing to make the
same sacrifices as the aspirant to success in any oc-
cupation.

He should apply himself with no less determination,
dedication and enthusiasm than a young student who
aspires to be a physician or an attorney. Anything less,
and he will drift into mediocrity.

Let us strive for perfection in full Christian service.

IN MEMORIAM

United Pentecostal minister
Thomas F. Moore departed this
life on November 5, 1972. He
was born December 11, 1899.

Converted early in life, God
called him into the ministry
when he was still a young man.
Most of his pastoral duties
were performed in Kentucky,
where he also served as District Superintendent
for several years. He traveled extensively in
evangelistic work., He was active in the ministry
until illness forced his retirement.

The funeral service was conducted by Kentucky
District Superintendent Manuel dJ. Tharp, who
was assisted by Brothers Frank Butts and Joseph
Williams.

Surviving are his widow and four children.
Pray for them.

Brother N. J. Jones, United
Pentecostal minister, went to
be with the Lord on January
19, 1973. It seemed ordained of
God that he die where he had
worked and worshipped so
much—on the Texas District
Campground.

Brother Jones had pastored
the United Pentecostal Church in Hillsboro,
Texas for 25 years. He was also the Texas
District's first Sunday School Direcior.

Officiating at the funeral service in Hillsboro
was Brother Paul Hosch, who was assisted by
District Superintendent 0. W. Williams. More
than 50 ministers were present, 12 of whom had
entered the ministry under Brother dJones’
guidance.

The effects of this great man’s ministry will
long be feit.

NOTICE

Obituaries of United Pentecostal ministers or members of
their immediate families are published in the Pentecostal
Herald only when someone voluntarily sends in the
necessary information. Please send this information as
soon as possible after the passing of the deceased.

Membership in the United Pentecostal Church has grown so
large that we cannot publish obituaries of laymen other
than those in the immediate families of United Pentecostal
ministers.











DO BELIEFS

meally

MATTER?

VEVERY ONE THAT HEARETH THESE & 3
WORDS OF MINE, AND DOSTH THEM, SRS
SHALL BE LIKENED UNTO & WISE
MAN, WHO BUILT HI$ HOUSE LIPON
THE ROCK : AND THE RAIN DESCEND-
ED, AND THE FLODDS CAME, AND
THE WINDS BLEW, AND BEAT UFON :
THAT HOLISE; AND IT FELL NOT: FOR ] :
IT WAS FOUNDED LIPON THE EOCK.. 7/, \ 2 =1 BV John Klemin
5 5 1S v ™
AND EVERY ONE THAT HEARETH THESE WORDS OF MINE, AND DOETH THEM NOT
SHALL BE LIKENED UNTO A FOOLISH MAN, WHO BLILT HIS HOLSE UPON THE SAND...
AND \T FELL:AND GREAT WaS THE FALL THEREOR.” __ CHRIST (MATIHEW 7:24:27)

2% T DOESN'T REALLY MATTER what a person and foundation had flaws. It was not the appearance of
believes. It’s the life he lives that really counts.” Have the building that lacked. The builder can put on a

you ever heard this statement? Or perhaps you have beautiful front to a building that the passing erowd will
heard the song sung in some churches; I don’'t care admire, and yet the building itself may be at the very
what church you belong to....” After reading some point of collapse. Could it be that when our children,
articles on religious topics, after listening to some friends and congregations ask us questions about our
sermons, and after hearing some songs, one could get religion, about our beliefs and about our teachings,
the impression that beliefs really make no practical we often show them the lovely outward facade? But
difference in everyday life. it is when we are out in the rough and tumble world
The old Anglo-Saxon word, “belief,” literally means, of living and doing business that we actually operate
“What men live by.” The Bible says, ““As a man think- on the truths that we really believe. It is in our homes
eth in his heart, so is he....” (Proverbs 23:7). This behind the closed doors and drawn curtains that we
scripture does not say. . . ““As a man thinketh in the really operate on what we helieve,
top of his mind, so is he,” but **As he thinketh in
his heart.” On the basis of the Bible definition, we Is Your Heart Saying, “Amen’?
would have to say, “Beliefs are tremendously im- I will never forget the words an old minister who,
poriant, and it does make a difference whatchurch you shortly before his death, said to me, “Remember this:
belong to.” Your real beliefs are not what you lazily many people say things with their mouths, that their
give assent to, or the ideas you put on public display hearts do not say Amen to.” How true this is. There
as being your beliefs, but they are the truths that you is a lot of difference hetween the truth to which the
really hold to in your heart, and that you live by. intellect says, “Yes,” (and which the emotions may o
accept easily), and the truth which has actually laid '
A Beautiful Front hold of one’s heart and mind. And so, when we state
The contractor can dress up the appearance of an that**beliefs are important,’”” we are not speaking of the
old building without improving the basic structure of ideas we display to the public, nor the opinions we
the building. Here in Argentina in recent months a have formed about certain things, but of the things
number of seemingly beautiful buildings have coliapsed we really believe in our hearts, and that we act upon.
and even killed people because the inward structure Jesus said, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and
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do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). It is one
thing to call Him Lord, and another thing to really
make Him Lord in your life. Jesus spoke of the day
when some would come saying, “Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name? and in they name have
cast out devils?” He added, *“And then will T profess
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity” (Matthew 7:22, 23). These men said the
right words and held to a right formula, but their
hearts were not right with God. They wereJesus’ name
people in word only, It is one thing to stand on the
conference floor and declare we are the true people of
God, but we had better make sure that our daily lives
and conversation are bringing honor and glory to that
worthy NAME by which we are called.

We have the right formula for baptism when we
baptize in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, but do
we really know what it means to “'be buried with Him
in baptism,” and to rise to walk in newness of life?
It is right that we contend wholeheartedly for the new
birth of water and Spirit, but let us be sure that our
lives are giving evidence that we are indeed “new
creatures in Christ,” What evidence do our children
see of this new birth in our homesand daily activities?
Can they reconcile the joy of the New Birth with the
grouchy attitude we sometimes exhibit? Can they rec-
oncile our teachings on holiness with the smutty
stories we tell our close friends? Do they see the name
of JESUS magnified in our lives when we hite and
devour our fellow-Christians? Are we just pretending
that spiritual matters come first, and material things
are secondary, when we spend so much of our time,
money and interest on acquiring houses, cars, appli-
ances, furniture, while God and His cause play second-
fiddle? Have we really come to the place where we
have no more interest in this world thana dead person
does? (See Living Letters, Colossians 3:2).

Truth in the Inward Parts

David came to realize, after his sin, thatGod *. . .de-
sirest truth in the inward parts. . .in the hidden part

.. (Psalm 51:6). This conviction gripped David
when his heart was broken because of his sin, and he
Wgs coming to God in repentance. He knew that he
needed more than some facts in his head. He needed
more than simply maintaining an outward form of re-
ligion and piety. It was difficult to keep up the public
Impression of being a good father and a good king,
when the cancer of sin was eating away on the inside.
He needed something in his heart! He needed God!
There is no alternative for this heart relationship with
God,

David’s son, Solomon, failed here. Of him we read
*, . .his heart was not perfect with God” (IKings 11:4).
He didn’t openly apostatize, He continued his attend-
ance of the worship of Jehovah, and punctually gave
his offerings. He didn’t tear the temple down. He just
built other temples for other gods. The nation prac-
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tically apostatized from the true God, and yet, theoreti-
cally, never ceased to hold that Jehovah was the true
God. Where was the problem? In the heart! When
unholy affections are given a place in the heart, sooner
or later unholy actions will follow.

Beliefs Do Matter

The things we believe in our hearts are crucially
important! In the business world they are important.
A man may have all the qualifications for leadership,
but if he suddenly declares that he is 2 Communist in
heart, our evaluation of the man immediately changes;
for beliefs do matter.

In the political world, beliefs matter. Hitler acted
on his belief that conseience was just an archaic Jew-
ish invention. He acted on his belief that there was no
God. Over the gateway of a concentration camp was
stated, ““There is no God here.” *The Nazi creed Jed
to the Nazi deed.” The quiet countryside of Europe
was scarred with the horrors of war because he acted
on his belief.

In the matter of marriage, beliefs matter. Imagine
the marriage where the groom views such as a tem-
porary arrangement. He can’t go for this “better or
worse” stuff. He feels that as long as they are happy
together, and all goes well, they will remain married.
But when the chips begin to fly, they will be looking
for new partners. His beliefs may well lead to the
destruction of his marriage!

Your Beliefs Are What You Live By

The right belief will lead to joy and peace and
spiritual satisfaction. The wrong beliefs, held in the
heart, will lead to failure, to tragedy and eternal
damnation. It is the convictions we hold in our hearts
that will determine the kind of lives we lead. These
deep-seated beliefs affect our destiny far more than we
may realize. It is easy to become actors and actresses
and carbon copies of others. But to have a heart be-
lief that Jesus Christ is the only Saviocur, the only
answer, and that men are eternally lost without Him;
and to truly believe that the Word of God is the only
reliable guidebook and the only true authority, will
make for some remarkable changes in one’s entire life,
here and hereafter.
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DOUBTERS
- NEVER 11111,

By J. 0. Wallace

HE 1WO THIEVES, crucified
one on either side of our Lord, pre-
sent a graphic illustration of how
two people made use of their op-
portunity. Faith and doubt these
two qualities are always filled with
contrast.

The Curse of Doubt

"One of the malefactors which
were hanged railed on him, saying,
'If thou be Christ, save thyself and
us." The unbelieving thief was a
hard-hearted doubter, caught in his
aime and sentenced o death. His
position in these final minutes put
him at arm's length from the Son of
God, but his evil, doubting attitude
held him a million miles away. He
was 9 taken up with bitterness that
he- never grasped the marvelous
spiritual opportunity that was his.

"If thou be the Christ. .. " He
never gave an opportunity to hope.
The disbelief expressed by the word
"if" betrays our true feelings, as it
did his. Although this man sought
solace with his words, he found
none. Doubt brings the night of
gloom, not the dawn of hope. The
Lord made no response, for divine
assurance is denied the doubter.
The Great Forgiver, with all His
kingly powers, cannot release the
soul that is shackled by doubt.

True admission of the need of
faith 1s this confession, "Lord heip

ny unbelief.”

The Reward of Faith

"But the other answering re-

buked him, saying, Dost not thou
fear God, seeing thou art in the
same condemnation?” The feeling
of faith in another reacts to rebuke
doubt. A defeatest attitude strikes
horror o the heart of even a be
nighted soul.

In sharp contrast was the sur-
prising faith of this thief on the
opposite cross. He had nothing ©
lose. A condemned man, caught in
his aime and made © pay with his
life. His faith stood out like a white
lily in black soil. There was no
hesitation. There were no "ifs" com-
ing from this condemend man. Here
was open faith and full surrender.

His rebuke t an associate in
aime was his first expression of
faith. He said, "You and I die justly
for our deeds, but this man hath
done nothing amiss." Then faith,
in full expression, asked, "Lord,
remember me when thou comest
into thy kingdom." How typical of
a truly repentant soul!

"And Jesus said unto him, Ver-
ily | say unto thee, Today shalt
thou be with me in paradise.” A
dying man found his way © God
by simply using faith. As the trust-
ing thief focused his eyes an Jesus,
his faith enabled him to view what
ordinary eyes could never see-
truly a Saviour of mankind, the Son
of God.

Both thieves looked upon the
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same face. The first man saw only
the face of another dying man. The
second saw Him as God.

Which One Are We?

Can we capture such faith in a
day when to doubt seems the easier
way? Can we eliminate our un-
believing "ifs" in an age of cutting
cynicism, bitter sarcasm, stinging
character assassination, and gen-
eral disruption? Can we scatter the
symptoms of self-defeat and gloom?

For the spiritual faith-filled
heart, there is no option. We ac
cept wholeheartedly this challenge
*to replace sick attitudes of doubt
and pessimism with the healthy
ones of faith and trust. Only in this
spirit can we accomplish worthwhile
achievements during our days on
the earth.

How true the lines: " A man who
follows behind others  steal gold-
en cowns from their heads will
some day be startled © learri that
there are multitudes walking along
behind him, trying ®© steal any
aown that he might gain. If, on
the other hand, a man goes through
life placing golden crowns an the
heads of others, he will be amazed
at the number of people following
his way, trying o place aowns on
his head." This is a law of life.

Doubt begets doubt. Faith b6-
gets faith.










By O. F. Fauss

Assistant General Superintendent

Please explain the scripture, “For many are
called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14). If one
felt the call to be a minister or a missionary in early
life, and failed to obey, would he be forgiven in later
years when too old to heed the call? I live in fear of
missing the rapture.

I do not believe that Jesus was referring altogether
to a ministerial or missionary call. He had just con-
cluded the parable of the laborers in the vineyard.
From the day that one is saved, he is called to live
for God, and to work in His vineyard.

God has called all men to repentance (Acts 17:30).
After heeding that call, we become His chosen. Then
it is up to each one to prove himself faithful. We read
in Revelation 17:30, “For he is Lord of lords, and King

of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful.”” After one has heeded the call to
repentance and salvation, he becomes God’s chosen,
and then he is to prove himself faithful.

What is wrong with participating in worldly sports?

For an answer, I am quoting an article from Gospel
Tidings, written by Brother Clyde Haney.

“There are many recreational activities that
Christians can enjoy among themselves as Christians.
Becoming a Christian does not mean that a young
person must sit down and fold his hands. But worldly
sports require our becoming involved with the world.
Ii requires having fellowship with the world. This the
Bible condemns. Eph. 5:11 says, “And have no fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness.” II Cor.
6:17 asks, “What fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness, what communion hath light with
darkness?” Verse 17 declares, “Wherefore come out
from among them and be ye separate said the Lord.”
I John 2:15 commands, “Love not the world neither
the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world the love of the father is not in him.” I John 5:4
asserts, “For whosoever is born of God overcometh
the world . . .” These and many more scriptures
plainly indicate that the true born again child of
God does not mingle and fellowship with the world in
their activities and sports. To do so has been the
result of many backsliding and losing their souls.

“The desire to participate in any way is a sign of
spiritual weakness and, if yielded to, will become the
loss of power of one’s testimony and finally the loss
of one’s soul. “And whatever ye do in word or deed do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to
God and the Father by him” (Col. 3:17).

“If the believer makes sure all his deeds fulfill
this scripture he will stay separated from the world
and its fellowship.”

... GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

(Continued from page 4)

conference. It was also my privi-
lege to see Brother and Sister
Bill Glaser, our missionaries to
Germany, while I was there.

of someone who will get the
burden.

From Rome I went to Kaisers-
lautern, Germany and attended
the Annual Conference of the
Military District of the TUnited
Pentecostal Church in Germany.
Brother and Sister Wayne Nigh
are in charge of this work. I can-
not speak too highly of the work
that they are doing, and the way
that God is blessing this special
ministry. Many military men from

all over Germany attended this
conference. I had the great
privilege of seeing some who had
never been in a Pentecostal ser-
vice before go to the altar and pray
through to a real experience with
God. Brother Leo Upton was the
evangelist for the conference.
God really blessed his anointed
ministry. Some were baptized in
water during the conference, and
I have received word that others
have been baptized since the
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Brother Glaser drove me to Frank-
fort, Germany, where I boarded
my plane for home. I appreciated
this opportunity to visit Brother
Glaser and discuss the work of
God.

I appreciate the many expres-
sions I receive from time to time
from those who are praying for us
and the work. Please continue the
praying. I trust you will support
the work of God in every way
possible.
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QUESTIONS
ANSWERED

By O. F. Fauss

Assistant General Superintendent

Please explain 2 Corinthians 5:6-8. Did Paul mean that the
righteous dead went to heaven at death? I thought that the
righteous dead would sleep in the grave until the Lord
comes to rapiure His church, Are the righteous dead now
somewhere with the Lord? Are the wicked dead now in
hell? If so, what is meant by the graves giving up their
dead? Will those who have departed be brought out of
heaven of hell to the judgment?

The references in 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, reads: “There-
fore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we
are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:
{(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are confident,
I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body,
and to be present with the Lord.” As for our bodies,
or rather the bodies of the righteous dead, they will
sleep, or remain in their graves, even as the body of
Jesus stayed in the tomb, while he descended first into
the lower parts of the earth, and then ascended up far
above all heavens. He led captivity captive, and gave

gifts unto men. (Read Ephesians 4:7-10.) And again we
read in 1 Peter 3:18-22, where the apostle stated that
*Jesus went and preached unto the spirits in prison;
which sometime were disobedient, when once thelong-
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing, wherein few, thatis, eight souls
were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us. . .by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ Who is gone into heaven. . ..” We be-
lieve that the bodies of the righteous, whether in the
earth or in the sea, will become like unto His glorified
body, at His appearing. (Philippians 3:20, 21; 1 Thes-
salonians 4;13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-55)

Remember that Stephen, when he was dying under
a shower of stones, was “calling upon God, and say-
ing, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (Acts 7:59). And
Paul said: “"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with Him"” (1 Thessalonians 4:14). Then
again he expressed his own personal desires: “For I
am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart,
and be with Christ; which is far better,”” (Philippians
1:23). Therefore, we have to conclude that in God’s
great plan, he has a paradise, a place of rest, a place
of waiting (read Revelation 6:9-11), for those who **die
in the Lord,” and in that great day, in an instant, in
the “twinkling of an eye,” we know not how, our
spirit and soul shall be united with a “new” (changed
and glorified) body, and ‘“*so shall we ever be with the
Lord.”

Then also, the wicked dead (even as the "'angels
that sinned, but were cast down to hell, and delivered
unto chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judg-
ment") are somewhere waiting (I don’t think they
are resting) for the judgment.

Therefore, my admonition is: It matters little, where
the souls are who have departed this life, whether
“up there” or “down there.” We who KNOW the
truth, cannot afford to lose this race set before us fo
win eternal life with Christ. Just remember, it is
written, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him™ (1 Cor-
inthians 2:9). And, .. .the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). God
has given us enough of His Word that we KNOW there
will be some SAVED for eternity; and some LOST for-
ever. Let us choose LIFE, that we may LIVE WITH
HIM!

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and proy, and seek my face,
and. turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sins; and will
heal their land.” ) II Chronicles 7:14

WE OWE OUR
NATION A
REVIVAL

Lo il £ ]
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2. The next 9tep Is obedience. God gives the Holy Ghost
to them that obey Him {‘Acts 5:32), The question was asked on
the day of Pentecost, "What shall we do?" Then Peter said,
"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the Name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38).

a. Repentance is of utmost Importance because your body
Is the temple of the Holy Spirit. If any man defile the ten&%g
(body) of God, him shall God destroy ( Car. 3:16, 17). So
commandeth all men everywhere to REPENT (Acts 17:30).
Jesus said, "Except ye REPENT, ye shall all likewise
perish" (Luke 13:3). Any Pentecostal or Charismatic
experience without true repentance will not result in the
Biblical Holy Spirit Baptism.

b. Following repentance, It becomes necessary for your
sins to be remitted by water baptism In the Name of Jesus
Christ. Jesus commis-sloned that repentance and REMISSION
OF SINS should be preached IN HIS NAME (Luke 24:47).
Peter preached water baptism In the Name of JESUS CHRIST
for the REMISSION OF SINS (Acts 2:38). Paul REBAPTIZED
converts at Ephesus In the Name of the Lord Jesus (Acts
19:5).. Peter COMMANDED the Gentiles at Caesarea to be
baptized with water h the Nallle of the Lord {R.V., Weymouth,
Vulgate, "Name of Jesus Christ") (Acts 10:47, 48).

It you. desire to have your sins remitted and receive the
Holy Spirit Baptism evitlenced by speal<ing in tongues, | urge
you to belie¢e Gaid and obey His word.

IMPORTANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

The Holy Spirit Baptism is essential to complete the "new
birth" Into the Kingdom of God. Jesus sald to Nicodemus,
"Except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter Into the Kingdom of God" (John 3:5). Paul said to Titus
"Aqcording to His mercy He saved us, (how?L by the washin
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoste- (Titus 3:5?.
{Aiso see John 1:12, 13, Acts 2:38.)

It Is Impossible to please God without the InfiIIIn% of the
Holy Spirit. Jesus said, "That whioh Is bom of flesh Is flesh,
but that which Is born of the Spirit Is spirit" (John 3:6). Paul
said, "So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
But ye are not In the flesh, but In the Spirit, If S0 be that the
Spirit of God PWELL IN YOU. Now,If any man have not the

?girit of Christ, ha is none of his" (Ro. 8B, 9). {Also see 2 Car.

5, Gal. 1.B) f .

The baptism of the Holy Ghost Is needed to fill the deepest
desire of the heart. Paul said, "The love of God Is shed
abroad In our hearts by the Holy Ghost which Is given unto
‘us" (Ro 5:5). Again he said, "The Kingdom of God
Is...righteousness, and peace, and joy In the Holy Ghost" (Ro.
14:17). (Also see Is. 28:11, 12.

It takes the Holy Spirit Baptism to change a person's heart,
make him a new creature and give him strength to walk In
-newness of life. "A new heart also willl | give you..." (Eze.
36:26). "Therefore if any man be In Christ, he Is a new;.
creature: old things are ? ssed away; behold, all things are:
become new" }2 ar. 5:17). "..We also shall walk In newness
.of life" (Ro. 6:4). gAlso see Zee. 46, Gal. 2:20, 2 Tim. 1:7.)

The baptism of the Holy Ghost gives a believer the needed

ower to witness. Jesus said, "Ye shall receive POWER, after
hat the Holy Ghost Is come upon you: and ye shall be
WITNESSES unto me..." (Acts 1:8). (Also sea Luke 24:49.)

The H0|¥| Spirit Baftlsm Is required to be ready for the
rapture of the churph. If the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell In you, He that raised UB Christ from the
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that
dwelleth in I¥ou" Ro. 8:11). The Bible states that It Is CHRIST
IN YOU, THE HOPE OF GLORY (Col. 1:27). (;\Iso see John 3.5,
Ro. B9, Gal. 46, 7, 1Thes. 4:16, 2 Thes. 1:7-10.)

Honest hearts, receive the truth today and be transformed
by the wonderful power of God! Don't stop short of the

. complete Biblical plan of salvation. Experience the exciting

baptism of the Holy Spirit evidenced by speaking In tongues!

/" YouAre nvited To Experience The Truth At

MIDWEST BUSINESS FORMS SIlJ PIL.V
_l. ANIiJERSON 641-77440 8
19324 - 455TH ST.
CHARITON, IOWA 50049

St I

Order From: I<now The Truth Ute: ture -
: PO, Box 6565, Hunisv/lfe, AL 35824-0565
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BELIE'JE-MK 16:16 AND.OBEY AC'iTSa?:30
"REPENT, BAPTIZE IN JESUS NAME AND
RECEIVE THE GIFT OF-THE HOLY GHOST:'
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THE TLRU TH ABOUT

E Biblical and Historical Proof
s by Eddle Jones

Modern religion, with its powerless man-made doctrines
has left confusion in the minds of people concerning the
baptism ofthe Holy Spirit. You have aright to know the truth.
What does the Bible say? What does church history say? Do
not tal<e false theories and ideas of men; learn the truth about
this important subject.
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Tha word "baptism" means - total Immersion orto become

. en?ulfed by (Greek—Enrn;Iish Lexicon). To- be baptized with the .

Holy-Splrll Is to be totally Immer.sed or engulfed by.the Spirit of
God. This Is something to be thrllled about! The terms,
: "baptized with the Holy Ghost," "filled with the Holy Spirit," and
' "gift of the Holy Ghost," are synonymous terms’ used In the
Acts of the Apostles. (Sae Acts 1:5,.2:4;8.) Also the terms

"Holy Spirit" and "Holy Ghost" mean the same. The Hebrew -

"ruach," and Greek "pneuma" Is the same for both "Spirit" and
"Ghost" (Fausset's Bible Dictionarr.),

Everyone who has fall the Spirit of God has not necessarlly '

+ «received -the Holy Ghost -Baptism. The dlsclples had
experienced the presence of the Lord ‘with them before they
were lilied With the Holy Ghost. Jesus said, "Ye know him; for
he dwellelh WITH you, and shall be IN youe (John 14:17). The
Samaritans had experhnfoed grea .jo¥] when they believed on
the Lord. But they did not receive t
Ghost unlll later (Acts 8:6-16): , -

HOLV SPIRIT BAPTISM PROMISED :

God spoke through Old Testament prophets about the
coming baﬁtism of the Holy Spirit. "It shall come fo pass
afterward, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh :." (Joel
2:28). Isalah prophesied, "With" stammering lips and another
tongue will he speak to this people, :ro whom he said, This Is
the rest ... and this is the refreshing" (Is.-20:11,12). "A new

you ...* (Eze. 36:26), . j
John preached, "He t hat cometh after me is mightier than J

the Holy Ghost and with fire" (Matt, 3:11).

Jesus confirmed the prophecies of the Old Testament and
of John and promised the Holy Spirit Baptism to all believers,
He said, "If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

belly "(RV,. from withirg shall flow rivers of living water. (But
i th Is spalm he of the Spirit, which- they that belleve o him
should re!)elve: for the Holy Ghost was not yet-given; because

\ that Jesus was not yret glorified.)" (John 7:37 39). (Also see
ot John 16:7, 14:26.) "Thus It Is written, and thus It behoved
i« Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day ... And,
E behold, | send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye
In the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on

high" (Luke 24:46-49), Jesus 2COMMANDED that they should

‘Newsweek, «June 25, 1973, p. BO -a. The Pentecostal
.ph nomenon has sgread-wah-surpnsmg speed through all of
he world's major Christian churches. -

«..._'Tho Los Angeles Times, Sun., Jan. 11, 1976, VoIXGV, p, 1-"-
T P ntecostalism - church historian, Marlin Ma rty calls it a
.épeqplle's. r0|IFIOI'1" - Is now the fastest growing stream of
.Christianity. In many third World developing countries,"it Is

alr(lat_y_Miu!lQmin_ant stralll-... L e

e baptism of the Holy

heart also will | give you, and a new Spirit will | put within -

whote shoes | an not worthy to bear; he.shall bap(i;ize you with,

He that belleveth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his

noi depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the
Father. He said, "For John truly baptized with water: but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence"
Acts 1:4,55 Also Jesus said, "And these signs shall follow
t1 6er1r17)that believe.... they shall speak with new tongues" (Mark

HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM EXPERIENCED

"And -when the day of. Pentecost' was fully come, they were

. all with one accord In one place, And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and It fllled all
+the house where they were sllting. And there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and It sat upon each of
them. And they were all filled with the-Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance”
{]Acts 2:1-4). The Initial outpouring -of the Holy Ghost, upon the
20 disciples, was witnessed by de-vout Jews, out of every

_ nation. TheK said one to another, "Behold, are not all these

which speak Gallleans? And how hear we every man In our
own fongue, wherein we were born? What meaneth this?"
Others mocl(ed and said, "These men are full of new wine"
(Acts 2:6-13). Then _Peter preached, "These are not drunken,
as ye suppose ... But this is that which was- spoken by the
prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass In the lasfdays, sail
God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh ... Having
+. received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He
SJ?%ug)?))hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear" (Acts

Cornelius and his household experienced the baptism of the
Holy Ghost evidenced by speaking In tongues. Whtie Peter
preached, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the.
word. "They of the (Jews) which believed were
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that.on the
Gentiles also was Ifoured out the gift of the Holy Ghost: FOR
THEY HEARD THEM SPEAK WITH TONGUES, and magnify
God ..." (Acts 10:44-48). '

Paul asked the question to believers al Eghesus, "Have ye
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?" And they aid
unto him, "We have not so-much as heard whether there be
any Holy Ghost." After Paul had preached Christ -unto them, he
rebaptized them In the Name of the Lord Jesus. "And wlien

Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on -

t1h‘(;e.[|n;6 )and they spake with tongues, and prophesied" (Acts
X =

FOUR THINGS YOU MUST KNOW TO GO TO HEAVEN
1. MAN'S NEED (Romans 3:23 8:9-11)
For all bree di111ed Qtid amil, siwrl of the ,ory- nfGnd. / 11 J:4

| fr dttl Tmch 1, JO @rmiltidnatls Wfifwr the iftili: Spirit-in 7:J5-39}

- 2. SIN'S PENALTY {Romans 6:23 Hebrews 11:281
For. 12 wage, of sin is d,ar/,: bu, 1hr elft nfGi,d is cttmnl liftm |:89
Imlig jenrs Christ nur Lord. (Yes/mn-Passd\ecr 1M1y, | Car. 5:7)

3. GODS PROVISION (Romans 5:8 Hebrel'<J 9:22)

8l God ailime:Hetl, his Iwe toward vs. in 1h01, /1, we were \Y/ sinners.
" Coris/ diedfor I (1 caleary- cross Re<. 5:12) Jn J:16 -
* 4. MAN'S RESPONSE {Romans 10:13 Acts 22:16)
., For wiooso,oer sto/1 call Timil the name of Jfe Lord sbg/l bt sav.d.

D A. o) 16:16 D, Confess-Rom. 10:19 C. Be bom ogaiit) 11.J:S. 20:1/ b,
m@eﬁa’/"ﬂ?s ¥ -

8) “Rtpe Ialld o baptfoed t<'tl)"nne nf,v 1T, tie name of
Jesus Christfor tre 111imon r/sms. and )'t shall reccil-e the of ffe Wilr. G/ms,..
1 7 rpcliledol/g hiater bpr/imblLirio/, spirir baptimo+siimectim D. Ute Irof,-Htb, /2:14 -

+ History also 'proves that the baptism of the Holy Spirit:,
evidenced by speaking In tongues, has not ceased tQ be a
Biblical experience among believers today and has become the
largest Christian movement of the twentieth century and Is now
the fastest growing religion In the.world.

Encyclope9la Britannica, 1973 Edition, Vol. 22 p. 75 - The

. .accounts in Acts Indicate that In the .beginning of the Christian
. church the phenomenon (tongue-speakin?) reappeared
. wherevw conversion and commitment to

) Christianity
occurred..,Ouring later church history, glossolalla (sPeakin In
tongues) occurred among the mendicant friars of the 13th
centun{, little prophets of Cevennes, the Camls:ards; the
Jansenlsts, and the Irvingites..Tongues were found also among
the early Quakers, as well as among the converts of John
Wesley and George Whitefleld...In modern times glossolalla
has- been found chiefly among Holiness and Pentecostal

groups. -

Cﬁrlstlanlty Today, October 16, 19B7, p, 16 -
Penteco-stallsm has mushroomed Into the largest Christian
movement In the twentieth century. No one knows how big It
really Is, but the statistics are staggering. o 3

The New York Times, Sunday, January 9, 2005, Section 4,

*p. 1- The world's fastest growing rellgion Is ... the Pentecostal

wing of Chrisllanily." :

In addition -to tonﬁue-speaking, the Blble teac es that the
frult of the Spirit will also follow believers -baptized with the
Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit Is love, Joy, peace, long-

" suf erin%,2 g%ntleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance

(Gal. 5: 3 Jesus -said, "Wherefore by their frults-ye shall

" know them" (Malt. 7:20?. No Christian's life Is complete without

the baptism of the Holy Spirit, with the outward evidence of

speaking In tongues, followed by the Inward manifestation of
the fruit of the Spirit.

HOW TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

1. The first SteEI Is faith. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to
all who believe on Him as the Scripture has said (John 7:38,39).
Peter said, "The- promise Is unto you, and to your chlldren,
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God
shall call" (Acts 2:39). Remove all doubt and confusion
created by false theories and Icleas of men, and believe that
God is willlng to baptize you with the Holy Spirit. "Bil ye not
unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is...BE

+FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT" (Ep. 5:17,18).

A .
'THE.ORIGINAL CHURCH'
(FREE HOME BIBLE STUDY)"

MIDWEST BUSINESS FORMS SUPPLY
L ANDERSON 641:774-4098 -
. -~ 19324 - 465TH ST.
. CHARITON, IOWA 50049

BELIEVE-MK 16:16 AND OBEY ACTS 2:38
"REPENT, BAPTIZE IN JESUS NAME AND
.RECEIVE THE GIFT OFTHE HOLY GHOST."










od .ha prepared a place. of eternal

punishment (or all those who ,: ject;Him. It
is called 1lell, SAdit is a.place of.eyerlasting fire.
The Bible, God's holy Wor, states- in.,Psalm
9:17, "The wicked shall be turned into hell; and.
all the nations that forget Qod-'' "He :fflaf.,
believveth an-the Son hath f!Verlasting life;. and.he

that believeth not, the m shall not see life;- but . -

the wra'h o f God.abideth on him." (John 3.:36). -
Hell was o.riginally prepLU'd -for the .Devil and
his angels. 'fhe. Bjb_le says in Matthew 25:41,

"...Departfrom. Me, ye cursed, into e.verlasting o - :

fire, preparidfor the dv!I. and his a gels:"
However, if you reject,God!s Son, Jesus Christ,.

and Lie ymentHe .pas rnade for yoQ, yo -will . .
spend eternity in hell! . - . T e ey,

ShoJll!d you r ject God arui go &> hell, yol1-will,
never again be bothereq by a (hristian, givig. . .

you a: Gospel tract, Nor will you;bave. to. w,ony
about anyone ocking on.your, door. and
inviting you to church agai!). Hwv. you-.will .:

remember every. sermon.you ever beard, every , o

Gospel tract that you rejected, and every kind-

word from a Christiau friend pleading with you e =

to be s ved. The Bible tells the stocy pfa man

who went to liell. It says,. "..the, rich npJl also , - .
died, and w'as. hllried; And in hefl he Ulft wp his.... »
eyes, being.in .torments, and seeth Abraham afare -
off, and Laza rus in his bo om. And.he cried and : :,
said, Fath.er Abraham, haw mercy on _ng.and «. :
send Lazarus, that he m, dip the tip of his. - -

finger in water, and COfl my tqngue; for I am
tormented in this flame." (Luke 1(i:22.:.24).
Shouid you reject God and the oppo_$llities He

has given you to trust Him, you too will one day
be like the-rich man that you just read about
You will be crying and begging for one drop o f
water to cool your scorched tongue, but it'will

. . betoolate! - - t

o_.-My-riend, please don't let anyone convince
you that when- you die it will all be over. The
Bible says in Hebrews 9:27, "And as it is
appointed unt<Ymen once to die, btit after this the
Jjudgment:" God says judgment will follow your
death. Now is the time to gerready to meet Him,
because-your Judgment Day could be today.
Jestis- asked this question in Matthew 23:33:
" .how ‘can ye* escape the damnation of hell?"
« The answer is so simple, and it is found in God's
holy Word. To escape hell, you must first realize
that yciu are a sinner; and that you deserve hell
because of.your sins. "For all have sinned, and
come short o fthe glory of God;" (Romans 3:23).
"For the wages o fSiri is death... ""(Romans 6:23a).
Secondly; you must realize that Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, paid -sin's penalty that you
deserve.. !flte Bible states in Romans 5:8, "But
God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we: were yet sinners, Christ diedfor us.”
Jesus-Chrisf left heaven and came into this world
o fsorrow. Just think, He left the streets o f gold
and the rejoicing o f angels to come to this earth
and be crucified, so you could escape the
burning hell, John 3:16 says, "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoe er believeth in him should not
perish,’ but have ever/as.ting life." There is
nothing that you can doeto earn this gift of





everlasting life. The Bible says, "For by grace
are ye saved through fail ,; and /hat 1101 of
yourselves: ii is the gift of God: Not of works,
lest any man should boast."” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Finally, you must ask Jesus Christ to save you.
Romans 10:9 says, "That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved.” If it is your desire to
be saved from the burning hell, please pray this
prayer, or one similar to it: Dear God. I admil 1
an a slirel; going to hell. 1 know that I cannot
save myself. 1repent o fmy sins andput myfaith
in the blood thatyou shedfor me o1 the cross to
pay for all my sins. 1 now accept you as ny
Saviour and trust you to take me to heaven.
Thankyoufor saving me. Amen.

Please do not reject God. The Bible gives you
this final warning: "And whosoever was not
found wriflen in the book o flife was cast into the
fake of.fire,” (Revelation 20: 15). Let God write
your name in the Book o f Life. Trust Him today!










"IF A MAN HAVE LONG HAm
IT JS A SHAME UNTO HIM"

The above quoted words were written by Paul
and were Divinely inspired of God. Therefore, we
are going to accept what God says, rather than the
fashion trend of the day. For the Christian, the
Bible is the final word, not some picture or popular
tradition.

For evidence, we quote what scholars have
said about | Cor. 11:14.

Lange says, "Accordingly, in contrast with the
practices of a cruder heathenism of the earlier
time, when long hair prevailed, there has grown
up among the most civilized nations, that good
taste which declares itself in favor of short hair for
men and long hair for women. Among men, the
wearing of long hair is now reprobated as a mark
of effeminacy and dishonoring to them, inasmuch
as it prevents the free exposure of the countenance."

Matthew Henry says, "The woman's hair is a
natural covering; to wear it long is a glory 1o her;
but for a man to have long hair, or cherish it, is
a token of softness and effeminacy."

" ... If a man have long hair, it is a shame
unto him." The Greek Word "ATIMA" is translated
"shame" in the above text. Elsewhere in the New
Testament it is translated "dishonor", "reproach"
and "vile". Thayer's comments on this word are
interesting and informative. He says: "Atima,
dishonor, ignominy, disgrace, | Cor. 11:14; | Cor.
15:43, (in a state of disgrace, used of the onseeme
liness and offensiveness of a dead body); . . . . base
lusts, vile passions, Rom. 1:26."

Could anything be plainer? The "shame" (ati-
ma) of long hair is elsewhere used in connection
with a dead and putrefying, decaying body. In
Romans 1:26, "atima" is translated "vile". Let us
read this verse carefully.

"For this cause God gave them op unto VILE
affections: for even their women did change the
natural use into that which is against nature: And
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another;
men with men working thaf which is unseemly,
and receiving themselves that recompence of their
error which was meet. And even as they did not
like to retain God in their knowledge, GOD GAVE
THEM OVER TO A REPROBATE I\fiNnD * * * *
Romans 1:26-28

God is thus associating the "S!IADIE" of long
hair with the "VILE" affections of the sodomites
and homosexuals. Our generation has made long
hair acceptable and is seeking to legalize and pop-
ularize homosexuality. Now, we have homosexual
churches and other churches that gladly welcome
them into their membership. Long hair and homoe
sexuality do not always go together, bnt they are
very compatible. They both represent a revolt a»
gainst God given nature, and against His precious
Word.

WHAT DOES WNG BAIR I\IEAN TODAY

Let the radical subversive Jerry Rubin, answer
from his boolc, "DO IT". "Young kids identify
short hair with authority, discipline, unhappiness,
boredom, rigidity hatred of life - and long hair
with letting go . . . Wherever we go, our hair tells
people where we stand an Vietnam, Wallace, Cam-
pus disruption, dope. We're living TV commercials
for the revolution . . . Long hair is the beginning
of our liberation from sexual oppression that under-
lies the whole military society."

Preachers, Churches and Parents
Must Stand Against Long Hair

Parents who allow a son to grow and wear
long hair are contributing to a :rebellion against God
and against our country. This is a sure step in
losing control of a child. Preachers and Churches
who compromise o this subject, hoping to reach
more young people. are actually fighting against
God. Let us stand, whatever the cost!

We believe that Christian young men, when
taught the truth, will want to wear their hair short.
Informede Christian's will not want to be identified
with the "SHAME" or revolutionary revolt that
long hair symbolizes.

Tract# B-402 Order From:

TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH
191134th St., E. L. Bynum, Pastor
P.0. Box 3100, Lubbock, Texas 79452
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DID JESUS
WEAR
LONG HAIR?

By E. L. BYNUI\I

Did Jesus Look: Like This?





Many men today are wearing their hair long.
This style seems to have had its start in modern
times by certain musical groups such as the
Beatles and others. The hippie movement, which
has spread like a plague, has adopted the long hair
style for men. The "Jesus freaks" and other
religious hippie cults have taken the long bair road.
Unfortunately many men and boys who are not
hippies have started to wear their hair in this
manner. Many try to justify long hair by stating
that Jesus Christ wore long hair. The time has
come to set the record straight.

History Does Not Support The Idea
That Jesus Wore Long Hair

Many pictures drawn by artists in recent times,
picture Jesus with long hair. In this they are
wrong. The following. is taken from the book,
"The Modem Student's Life of Christ," by Philip
Vollmer, published some years ago by Fleming H.
Revell Company.

"Archaeologists object to the conventional pic-
tures of Christ because they are not true t history.
A German painter, L. Fahrenkrog, says: 'Christ
certainly never wore a beard and his hair was
beyond a doubt closely cut. For this we have
historical proof. The oldest representations, going
back to the first Christian centuries, and found
chiefly in the catacombs of Rome, all pictured him
without a beard. All the Christ pictures down to
the beginning of the fourth century at least, and
even later, are of this kind'."

Even from Leonardo da Vinci and Michael-
angelo we have pictures of Christ in the Final
Judgement according to this older type.

The June, 1971 issue of "Tomorrow's World"
carried an article entitled - DID JESUS WEAR
LONG HAIR? The article was illustrated with
authentic busts from the ancient world of the Ro-
man Empire leaders proving that short hair was
the accepted mode in Roman-occupied Judea.

The busts of General Pompey, Julius Caesar,
Caesar Augustus, Emperor Trajan, and King Herod
Agrippa - all showed that short hair was the style.
The article stated:

"For example, ;n pages 126127 of Avi-Yonah's
work (A History of the Holy Land) are found busts
of Pompey, Augustus, and one believed to be Herod

JULIUS CAESAR

-all with short hair. All statues and carvings of
legionaires show them with closely cropped hair.
A Roman with long hair was an oddity as is-used
to be the case for men in our socjety. In fact,
all Roman Emillerors before, during, and after the
time of Christ, from Julius Caesar to Trajan, wore
short hair. And the emperor was the individual
who set the pattern in style and mode of dress for
the whole empire."

We do not think that-it is scriptural to hang
pictures of Jesus Christ in the Church or in the
home. Many popular pictures of Jesus that were
painted in relatively recent times, have perpetuated
the satanic idea that Jesus wore long hair.

There Is No Biblical Evidence
That Jesus Wore Long Hair

"Doth not even nature itself teach you, that,
if a man have Jong hair, it is a shame unto him?"
I Corinthians 11:14

Jesus was not a Nazarite! According to Num-
bers 6:1-27, a Nazarite did wear long hair. Howe
ever, Jesus was a Nazarene. and not a Nazarite.
While the two words look similiar in English, they
are entirely different in looks and meaning in the
original language of the Bible. A Nazarene was one
that lived in Nazareth, according to Matthew 2:23.
A Nazarite was one who took a Nazarite vow, ac-
cording © Numbers 6

The Nazarite vow was usually a temporary
(Samson and Samuel seem to be notable exceptions,
ior their vow was for life. See | Samuel 1:11 and
Judges 13:5; 16:17).

The Nazarite vow was a vow of separation.
Three things were forbidden as long as he was un-
der the vow. (1) "He shall separate himself from
wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar
of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall
he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes,
or dried." Num. 6:3. (2) He could not cut his hair.
(3) He could not touch or come near a dead body.
Num. 6:6-9.

A Nazarite could not have used any product
of the vine, and thus Jesus could not have instituted
the Lord's Supper if he had been a Nazarite. For
in this, he used the fruit of the vine.

If He had been a Nazarite, He could not have
touched the funeral "bier" {open coffin) of the
dead man in- Luke 7:1I-18.

If He had been a Nazarite, it is doubtful that
the Holy Spirit would have caused Paul to write,
"if a man have Jong hair, it is a shame unto him."
| Cor. 11:14.

If He had been a Nazarite, Judas whould not
nave needed to .identify Him in Gethsemane, since
Jesus would. ‘have been the only long haired man
there. Everything in the New Testament seems
o indicate that Jesus looked much like the other
Jewish men of His age. If there had been any
radical difference in His appearance, we believe

.t it would have been mentioned in the Bible.

"Doth not even llll.ture itself teach you," that
a man should have short hair and a wopian long
hair? | HAVE NEVER SEEN A BALD HEADED
WOMAN, but | have seen many bald headed men.
Very, very few women become bald, and those that
do, are careful to conceal it with a wig. This surely
must be "nature" teaching us.

The Bible clearly dicates that the hair style
of a man should be short, and that the woman's
hair should be long. There should be a clear dis-
tinction between the hair of a man and a woman.
Many scriptures leach that a woman's hair should
be or was long. (See Luke 7:38, 44; John 11:2;
| Peter 3:3; | Timothy 2{9 and many others). On
the other hand the scriptures indicate just the oir
posite for the man, for you can find no such list
of scriptures as above, in relationship to the man.
Other than the very few Nazarites mentioned in the
Old Testament, we can think of only one long haired
man in the Bible "fud that was Absalom. He was
the wicked rebellious son of Pavid.
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By O. F. Fauss

Piease explain 1 Corinthians 11:10, which reads: “For
this cause ought the woman to have power on her
head because of the angels.” 1 de not cut my hair,
neither do I dye it, and I am not looking for an excuse
to do so, but I would like te know just what this verse
means.

To explain this tenth verse, let us begin with the
preceding verses. Verse 3 declares that the head of
every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the
man; and the head of Christ is God. Verses 4-6 declare:
"Every man praying or prophesying, having his head
covered, dishonoureth his head. But every woman that
prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered
dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one (or the
same) as if she were shaven. For if the woman be not
covered, let her also be shorn (even as a man is shorn):
but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven
{the same as a man), let her be covered.”

Here let us note just what Paul means by the
“covered” and "uncovered" head. In verse 15 he
plainly states: “But if a woman have long hair, it is a
glory to her: for her hair is given her for a
COVERING.”

In verse 7 Paul said that a man should not cover his
head, and added, in verse 14, “. . .if a man have long
hair, it is a shame unto him."” Man should not cover his
head . . forasmuch as he is the image of God: but the
woman is the glory of the man., For the man is not of
the woman; but the woman of the man. Neither was the
man created for the woman; but the woman for the
man" (verses 7-9).

Then, in verse 10, Paul said, “For this cause ought
the woman to have power on her head because of the
angels.” The power here refers to the sign of the
husband's authority. The woman, in her place,
recognizes the man as her head, even as the man
recognizes Christ as his head.

Paul had already declared the importance of a
woman’s head being covered by her long hair (verse
15). Then to emphasize what he said, he added the
phrase, "because of the angels."” But you may ask,
“Why are angels mentioned? Do angels pay any
attention to us here on earth?” Let the following
Scripture quotations answer this.

“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them
that fear him, and delivereth them" (Psalm 34:7).

"For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to
keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in
their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone”
(Psalm 91:11, 12). Even the Devil recognized this as
God's Word, and tried to use it in tempting Jesus
(Matthew 4:8). ‘

In Hebrews 1.7, Paul says, “And of the angels he
saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers
a flame of fire." Then in verse 14 he asks, “Are they
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?" Further, in
comparing the old and the new covenants, he declares,
“But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly ferusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels” (Hebrews 12:22).

Because of the angels, a woman should never show a
spirit of rebellion by cutting her hair. Her long hair is a
sign of her subjection to the God-ordained authority
which He established in giving to Adam the very first
woman, Eve,

e EYVANGELISTIC ECHOES oxnumsi

Muscatine, lowa—On November 28, 1971, the First
United Pentecostal Church of Muscatine lowa was born in
an old store building at 1309 Hershey Ave. There was six
charter members. Seven adults were present in the first
Sunday School.

God has richly blessed the church. Even from the begin-
ning, we have had a gradual increase in number, along
with great Spiritual uplift.

We were blessed with a revival in October 1972. Brother
Sherman Hampton and wife were our evangelists. Three
were born into the kingdom of God, and our souls were
refreshed.

With a steady increase, we moved into our permanent
church home on November 1, 1973: a beautiful church
building at 922 Hancock, purchased from another
organization.

Since moving, we have had a continuous revival. Five
have received the Holy Ghost, and nine have been bap-
tized In the name of Jesus. Our Sunday School at-
tendance is in the thirties, with a record attendance of 46.
We have broken our record four times since moving into
our new building.

W. A. Wilson, Pastor

Brother and Sister Wilson and church in Muscatine, lowa
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name that you have accepted without
any question to be a christian church.
this is the great mistake that most people

commit today, they accept religious

teachings without proving them right
first. There is nothing that Satan likes
better than for someone to be easily
deceived.

TEST YOUR CHURCH

Don't be afraid to put your church to
the test of God's word. It it is a true
church, it will pass all examinations. It
it doesen't, then somthing is wrong.

Ask-these important questions: (1.)
Does my church baptize the way they
did in the book of acts, or, have the
substituded a_traditional baptism? (2.
Do people in my church get the same
Holy Ghost experience today as they
did in the Bible? (3.) If not, who au-
thorized them to change; when and
where? (4.) Does my church teach
repentance ofsin, or do wejoin church
and continue doing the same things we
did before we went to church? (5.)
When you got in your church, did it
change you, or, are you still the same
ols person? )

Satan's church does not conform with
the word of God, but rather tries to
explain it away. Satan's church will tell
you that you cannot have the same
Holy Ghost experience as received in
the Bible. But, remember that he is a
liar and father oflies. Satan does not
care if you join church, as long as it is
one that does not preach the truth.

' 4.

TRUE CHURCH IDENTIFIED

The true church of today can easily
be identified by comparison with the
true church found in the Book of Acts.
It will be identical in every way. The
true church will still baptize as they did
in the beginning. The true church will
receive the same Bible experience of
salvation as received in the Book of
acts. The true church does not have to
be afraid to be tested by the Bible, but
will stand every test. Satan doesen't
want you in a true church. Remember
to belong to a false church and believe
that you are saved, makes you twice as
hard to get saved. You have to have all
your false doctrine torn out from under
you, before you can see the truth. This
makes most people mad. For the true
message of salvation, come to:
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SATAN IS AFTER YOU!

We are warned to "be sober, be vig-
ilant; because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom hemaydevour:" (1 Pet. 5:8) Yes,
he isafteryou! Satan has noscruples or
principles; he will use any means to get
you. He is a liar, a deceiver and the
world's greatest imitator. He sets his
snares with great deception. He wants
you in hell}

A TWOFOLD CHILD OF HELL?

How can one become a twofold child
of hell? If you are lost, what can make
you anyworse off? First, let us consider
the facts: (1.) If you are lost, and you
know it, then you know that you need
salvation and will be open to it. Your
chances of being saved are great as
long as you are open to hear and re-
ceive truth. (2.) If youare a member of
some church, but have not been saved
the Bible way, you will probably reject
any truth that is not taught by your own
church or religion. Therefore, you are
in worse condition after you have joined
a church, than you were in the begin-
ing.

THE HARDES T SOUL TO WIN

The hardest person to save, is one
who already thinkshe issaved. There is
a wall of rejection built in their minds
against everything that is not taught by
theirlocalassembly. Theyharden their
hearts and stiffen their necks against
the truth and become angry at hearing
it. . 1.

FALSE RELIGION SATAN'S TOOL

Jesus said that the Pharisees would
cause more people to go to hell than
anything else., Remember that the
Pharisees represented the leading reli-
gious groups of that day. They were
also false religion; for they opposed
everything that Jesus and the Apostles
taught. They vehemently withstood the
truths of God and held on to their man
made traditions.

Jesus said, " thus have ye made the
commandment of God of none effect by
your tradition." ( Matt. 15:6 ) It was the
religious traditions that kept them from
beleiving and receiving the truths as
taught by God's word. It is the same
entrapment today that is robbing souls
of true Bible salvation,

Yes, the greatest trap Satan has, are
the false churches of today. Yes, Satan
has churches today. He had them in
Jesus's day. Jesus told them of whom
they were; he said, "ye are of your father
the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do...because there Is no truth in him...
forheisaliar, and the father of it. .....He
that is of God heareth God's words: ye
therefore hear them not, because ye are
not of God." (John 8:42-47)

Notice, Jesus said the father of these
churchesis the devil. No, they were not
called "Churches of Satan", but were
known by their denominational names
as Christian names. Their purpose was
said to save souls, but in reality, they
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were causing souls to be lost and twice
as hard to reach. Therefore, fulfilling
the words of Jesus, "ye make him two-
fold more a child of hell".
SATAN HAS CHURCHES

No, all churches are not of God.
Satan, also has churches, but they are-
Christian names in order to deceive
you. We are told that Satan even calls
men into the ministry. "For such are
false aposiles, deceitful workers, trans-
forming themselves into the apostles of
Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself
is transformed into an angel of livht.
Therefore it is no great thing if his minis-
ters also be transformed as the ministers
of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works." ( Il Cor. 11:13-
IF )

The devil transforms himself to be an
angel of light. Jesus said, "I am the true
light". Therefore, Satan appears as
though he really beleives in Jesus Christ.
Notice, he also has ministers that ap-
pear as ministers of righteousness, but
in reality, they are there for one pur-
pose and that is to send you to hell.

How do they fulfill their mission?
They do not preach unto you the Whole
truth of God's word. They indoctrinate
youwith man made traditions and false
teachings that make you resist the
truth.They cause you to believe a lie
and become dammed.

No, they do not have a sign out front
saying "this is Satans Church”, but rather
some common religious denominal
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"I may not always get ahead,
but I always get even."

THIS STATEMENT was
written recently by a bitter young
man who is writing a book about
all the people and systems he felt
have "done him in." Outwardly,
this young man appears to be in
good health, intelligent, educated
and soft-spoken. Inwardly, he is a
seething-pot of hate and revenge.
What a tragedy! This unsmiling
young man has evidently never
known the healing balm of for-
giveness or of asking forgive-
ness. After his pen has stopped and
his outpourings of revenge are spent,
his life will still be an open wound of
sorrows, festering his sopl to his
grave.

Disappointments, misrepresenta-
tions, broken-promises and sorrows
will be part of our "bitter cup” to
drink in this life, sooner or later. We
will either fall impotent and bitter
under its spell, or rise from its dregs,
healed and mellowed with a sub-
limity of character that will inspire
and bless all who come under our in-
fluence. The greatest discoverers of
all time forded the perilous rivers,
climbed the mountains, traversed the

hot deserts, rode out the violent
storms to finally know the joyous
elation of "mountain-top views" of
newly-discovered lands and oceans.
Have we not all benefited from the
vision and toughness of these hardy
forebears?

We cry out to be spared the
Gethsemanes and the Golgothas,
but in doing so we miss the glorious
resurrections out of selfish living
and spiritual blindness. We miss
the crownings of newly-discovered
love and compassion. We miss the

shouts of victory and the
hallelujahs that will thunder
through our souls with new
meaning and triumph. Naomi of
old said that she "went out full and
came back empty." Bereaved of
sons, widowed and broken, she
returned to her own people to be
restored and fulfilled. Ruination
could have been hers if she had
been blaming and embittered, and
her nam would never have been
passed on to us. But instead, she
built a new life of victory and hope
on the rubble of defeat and
became one of the "grandmothers"
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ah vyes...our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ! His virgin mother
was forced away from her home
through a cruel tax system, had to
travel by burro back to a crowded
town and was forced to give Him
birth in an animal shelter...a
birth unheralded by men but
announced by ?-ngels. A wicked
king sought to murder Him before
He reached the age of two.

He came healing the sick, casting
out devils, blessing and bringing
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hope and salvation .to a tortured
world. He was met with reviling
and rejection. He owned no pillow
to lay His head, although He
constantly gave of Himself to
others.

At "33 years of age, He was
betrayed by one whom He had
befriended. He was arrested
without warrant after an agonizing
session of prayer, was falsely
accused before the .government and
was given over to the mob that
cried for His blood. He was whipped

By Grace Wiens

and sentenced for a crime He
didn't commit. He was again
physically assaulted by mad men
who blindfolded Him, spit in His
face, plucked out His beard and
slapped Him repeatedly. He was
denied a fair trial. No lawyer or
attorney or citizens' group offered
to come to His defense. He was
never told of "his rights" nor given
any "last privileges."

He was forced to carry a heavy
cross up a hill in the heat of the
day. He was nailed by the palms of
His hands and through His feet to
this cross in the manner reserved
for the vilest of criminals. His
friends fled and hid. Thieves were
crucified on either side of Him. His
robe was stripped from Him and
gambled for by mocking strangers.
He died an anguished death
without making any burial
arrangements.

A martyr for a lost cause? Oh no!
For He said, "I lay down my life
for the sheep." And again, "No
man taketh it from me, but I lay it
down of myself. I have power to
layit down, and I have power to





take it again" (John 10:18). His
dying eyes were filled with
compassion for His persecutors and
executioners, "Father, forgive them
for they know not what they do."

Like the raging of the sea against
the rocky shoal, the anguish of His
soul beat against the gates of
eternity, and the echo came back
from the throne of heaven:
"Salvation is bought! Forgiveness
of sin is given! Sin has met its
match and is defeated! Death has
lost its terror!" A resurrected
Christ took up His life and healed
our wounded souls. We can now
own the joys and relief of sins
forgiven and reconciliation to God.
Wherever His name is carried and
believed upon, men find their
fetters broken. Out of the tombs
and pits of hate and bitterness
come resurrected lives to be filled
with love, forgiveness and useful-
ness through the power of His Holy
Spirit. What cleansing! What
relief!

A story is told of a young boy in
Sparta, who, having stolen a fox,
kept it hidden under his coat and
submitted to its gnawing his vitals
rather than expose his misdeed. So
are many smiling faces hiding souls
filled with vicious animosities and
unforgiveness, which gnaws away
their strength and destroys them.
Better to expose it and get rid of it.
God will answer prayer and, in
meeting our faith,- He can heal us.
He can take a soul twisted and
- misshapen and inflamed by sin and
hate, and rel,tore it-make it well
and clean!

Oh the power of forgiveness! If
we only knew the sordid stories of
hate and unforgiveness that could
be told on the skid rows, in mental
institutions, in prisons and behind
the walls of countless homes and
dwellings. But their cries can be
hushed under the healing hand of
forgiveness. Songs of joy and praise
will spring forth out of fountains
that were once empty. Smiles will
grace a once fallen countenance.
Homes will be restored. Love and
peace will warm the atmosphere
that was once frigid with hate.

Who can measure the power of
forgiveness?











