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REACHING FOR LOST SOULS FOR CHRIST WHILE THERE IS TIME

ARE YOU READY?

We know the day is coming when the Lord will come in
the clouds to gather the faithful to Himself, first those who
are asleep in Him, and then those who are alive and
remain. (1 Thessalonians 4:16.) The question is, am I
ready for Jesus? What am I doing now to prepare myself
for that day? The days we are living in are a time of grace
that we must use to make ourselves ready for His coming,
by living wholly for Him. There are many people on the
earth today who don’t believe that. Just as the Scripture
prophesies they scoff: “walking after their own lusts, and
saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation’ (2 Peter 3:3-4).

But those people are mistaken. Jesus is coming back.
There’s a day and an hour appointed for His return. We
know that’s true because Jesus spoke of it saying, ““Of that
day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of
heaven, but my Father only” (Matthew 24:36). At that
appointed time, He will catch away those of us who are

prepared for His coming and take us to heaven with Him
My, what a day that will be!
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Greetings to the Saints of God!

Pastor Junior & Brenda Tingle

the way of this newspaper. Why do we preach so often about salvation and being lost, one of
the definitions of salvation means deliverance from sin and its consequences, the consequences
for being lost for eternity is hell. We preach because of the necessity of mens souls.

We cry out because nothing short of the truth can lead you to Jesus, nothing short of the truth
can assure your eternal salvation. we publish this truth each issue prayerfully that lives will be
changed and the truth maybe revealed to many, nothing glorifies God more than the conversion
of a sinner. We have many prisoners who write us and tell us what the newspaper means to
them.

Reaching out to the lost glorifies God, we must work with all our might while it is yet day for
night cometh when no man can work John 9: 4 The reasons why Christians should share the
gospel are many. According to the Bible, we have been commanded to preach the gospel to all
creation We must also remember that Hell exists, and we have a responsibility to warn people
of its reality Sharing the gospel is an act of love towards our neighbors, and it is evidence of our
obedience to God. Remaining silent is a sin Having a burden deepens our walk with God and
causes us to search the Scriptures. Having a burden for the lost changes the way we feel about
others It also deepens our gratitude for the cross, remember that sharing the gospel is not about
us or our abilities. It is about God and His power to save. We need a burden for the lost.
According to the Bible, we should be burdened for the salvation of lost souls because the love of
Christ and the love of God’s truth impel us In Romans 9:1-3, It is also an opportunity for us to
grow in our faith and knowledge of God’s Word In summary, having a burden for the lost is
essential for Christians. It is an act of obedience, love, and compassion towards others, while it
is important to share the gospel with others, we should not be motivated by fear or a sense of
urgency. Instead, we should be motivated by love for God and love for others. We should rely
on God’s strength and guidance as we seek to share the good news of Jesus Christ with those
around us.

As always we are thankful for each faithful supporter and their prayers

Hello Christian Friends
Great to come again to be with you with America's Christian
Newspaper, God has allowed this small publication to go out Bro Jr Tingle
for over 50 years many lives have been changed, this is the

reason year after year we strive to send out the gospel truth by

The Christian Tabernacle Church Don’t Forget!

Write to America’s Christian Newspaper if you want

1406 Tucker Schoolhouse Road to be on our mailing list. You can also text us your
Madisonville, Kentucky name and address to 270-339-0873 and we will be
Phone: 42431 glad to send you the next issue. If you desire a package
270-584-4248 of newspapers to distribute in your town or church text

Service Schedule:

us your name and address.

Sunday Morning Sunday Evening Word & Tuesday Evening ' > .
Word & Worship Worship 6:00 p.m. Service 7:30 p.m. Oh Yes! Don t forget to s§nd a donation
10:00 a.m. to keep this great paper alive.
Please remember To pray for this Newspaper! If you need to discontinue your Package please let

us know. Thank you Gail Huddleston
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The All Seeing Eye

by Nathaniel A. Urshan

"And God saw every thing that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good. And the
evening and the morning were the sixth
day" (Genesis 1:31).

Seven times Genesis 1 states that God
considered what he had made in his
magnificent ability to create and saw that it
was good. When he finished the total work of
creation He said it was very good. This
statement reveals that God sees all things.

That all seeing eye looks at everything.
Nothing escapes His sight.

Somehow as the years come and go, we have a
tendency to forget that God sees everything
we do. We can easily fail to fear the Lord,
respect the Lord, reverence the Lord. When
we no longer respect and honor God, we do
not do the things God wants us to do.

Some years after God saw that His creation
was very good, "GOD saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually. And it repented the
LORD that he had made man on the earth,
and it grieved him at his heart. And the LORD
said, I will destroy man whom I have created
from the face of the earth; both man, and
beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of
the air; for it repenteth me that I have made
them" (Genesis 6:5-7). After He had seen the
beauty of His creation, He later became
grieved by man's actions, so that He decided
to destroy everything He had made for man's
convenience. But then and this is God at work
at His greatest Noah found grace in the eyes of
the Lord. One man found grace in the eyes of
the Lord. The earth was corrupt before God
and filled with violence, but in the midst of
these serious conditions, God almighty told
the one man who had found grace in His eyes
to build an ark. Almighty God, even in His
grief, did not destroy all mankind from the
face of the earth,because He saw one man who
was faithful to Him.

In Exodus 2:23-25, the Israelites who were in
bondage in Egypt cried out to God for
deliverance. As we read these verses, we note
that God is looking at this world: "God heard
their groaning, and God remembered His
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with
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Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto
them." The Lord does not forget His promises.
It may at times seem that God is not concerned about you. Let me halt your
doubts. He is concerned about all man kind. He is "not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance” (II Peter 3:9). In His search
after mankind, He has always looked for somebody somewhere. He is infinite,
but He has a concern for finite man.

God Looks at Both the Outer

and Inner Life

I Samuel 16:7 talks about a man whom God called to lead His people. God saw
the heart of David and found him to be a man after His own heart.
God did not merely look at the outer man, but He looked at the inner man.
This fact is not an excuse for following carnal fashions and putting on worldly
trinkets. God did not mean that we should ignore the outer man. But He was
looking at a man who really loved Him down deep inside.
The New Testament teaches that if we cleanse the inside then we will also take
care of the outside.
The Lord saw David. No one thought this young man was qualified, but God
saw his heart, and David was a man who sought God with his heart.
The Lord also sees when His people become discouraged. The prophet Elijah
reached a point of discouragement, as I Kings 19:14 reveals: "And he said, I
have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to
take it away." Prophets get discouraged. The people of God often get terribly
discouraged at trying to do the right thing.
Elijah felt that he was the only person who was trying to do right. But the Lord
answered him, "Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which
have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him" (I
Kings 19: 18). When you think you are all alone in trying to stand for
righteousness and holiness, do not forget that there are many other people
who have never bowed to the gods of this world. They are standing just as
strong as you stand. That is encouraging to us who are trying to preach the
gospel.
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Where Does National Corruption Start?

God sees the hypocrisy of political and religious
situations in a nation. He sees it from the top to
the bottom.

In many instances we think that the problems of
our nation stem from the politicians, but God
does not start with the politician. He starts with
the spiritual life of a nation. (See Ezekiel
22:23-31.) The spiritual life of a nation is the
most important thing for a nation's well-being.
Make the pulpit silent and you have lost the voice
of God. Close up the pulpit with its strong
preaching and you have a nation on its way to
hell. God starts with the prophets, and He tells us
that they have ravened the prey, taken the spoil,
and been dishonest in what they are doing.

There is no place in the Pentecostal Church for
spiritual leadership to be crooked or dishonest or
hypocritical. If we are going to be ready for the
coming of the Lord, we had better start cleansing
our garments, and the cleansing must start with
the prophets.

This is a direct message from God. God saw the
condition of the nation of Israel. The prophets
devoured the people, took the treasure, and made
many widows among them. Furthermore, the
priests did not make a difference between the
profane and the holy.

Some may say that preaching about holiness gets
old, but we ought to be holy people because we
serve a holy God. We must make a difference be-
tween the profane and the holy. There is a
difference between what is unclean and what is
clean. If we do not declare and make a difference
between them, we will have on our hands
absolute confusion. We will! have a drifting
people and a drifting church. When we make a
difference between the clean and unclean, the
profane and the holy, everybody knows where we
stand.

We do not have to make the pulpit a place of
enticing words of men's wisdom. We must face
the real issues: we are living in a world filled with
profanity, unholiness, and every dirty, perverted,
degenerate thing we can imagine. When the
pulpit stops sounding against these ungodly
actions, we are in trouble. It is not the politicians
that start a nation's decline; it is the church that
starts the problem.

(continued page 4)
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The All Seeing Eye

by Nathaniel A. Urshan

The pulpit has more strength than we may think.
The Word of God has more power than we may
think. When we begin to understand how
important it is to make a difference between the
clean and unclean, we become a mature body of
people. When the people learn that the preacher is
not trying to be hard on them but is trying to get
them ready for the Rapture, they say, "Amen,
praise God, hallelujah."

After God dealt with the prophets and the priests
in Ezekiel 22:25-26, verse 27 describes the princes,
or the politicians. The princes of the land had
stooped to areas of destruction against humanity.
Why? Because religious leaders became weak.

"Her prophets have daubed them with
untempered mortar" (Ezekiel 22:28). Untempered
mortar is something that will not hold anything
together. Untempered mortar is just slime that has
no stick-ability. The prophets actually began to
speak lies, telling the people that they were doing
all right and saying, "Thus saith the Lord GOD,"
when He had not spoken. When you say "Thus
saith the Lord God," you had better be sure you are
staying with the Word of God. When you are
outside of the Book, you are outside of the Word of
God. You are heaping destruction upon not only
yourself but also our land.

The trouble in a nation does not start with a
politician. It starts with the church with the
ministry. If the church does not declare
righteousness, the nation is in trouble.

The situation in the nation of Israel continued to
deteriorate: "The people of the land have used
oppression, and exercised robbery, and have
vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have op-
pressed the stranger wrongfully" (Ezek-iel 22:29).
At this point the people began to participate in
evil.

"And | sought for a man among them" (Ezekiel
22:30). This statement is troubling. Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord and God saved
humanity. But God looked at the situation in Israel
and said that He looked for an intercessor and
could not find one man. Then He voiced judgment
against the people.

The Frustrated Preacher
Despite discouraging circumstances in our time,

the man of God must not become so frustrated
that he quits.

Jeremiah reached that point once. When he preached
the people made fun of him: "For since I spake, I cried
out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the
LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision,
daily" (Jeremiah 20:8). He would preach and they
would deride him. He would preach and the Word of
God was a reproach to him. He got frustrated, the same
frustration you experience when you try to stand tall

and strong and declare the truth.
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Jeremiah decided not to preach any more, but he
could not hold back: "His word was in mine heart as a
burning fire shut up in my bones" (Jeremiah 20:9). He
thought he would not preach in God's name anymore,
but His Word was like fire in his bones, and he went
before the people and preached again.

His peers watched him to see what he was going to do.
They waited for him to slip, to stop preaching (Jeremiah
20:10). But they did not see a preacher who quit,
because a fire from God burned in his heart.

A People with a Strong Vow

In Jeremiah 35:2 God told the prophet to go to the
house of the Rechabites and give them wine. This was
not the normal thing for a prophet to do, but the Lord
was trying to teach Jeremiah a lesson. When we take a
stand for God, when we take stands against unholiness,
when we take a pro-life stand, when we take a stand for
the things that are right, we may have all kinds of
criticism and all kinds of opposition, but we must stand.
When we have done all that God asks of us, we must
then stand in His truth.

Jeremiah went to the Rechabites and told them to
drink wine (Jeremiah 35:5-8). But the Rechabites were a
people who had taken a vow. They would not drink
wine, for their vow and conviction was strong. They
refused to forsake the vow of their father. There are
people whose inheritance has kept them strong
through the years, and we have an inheritance to
continue to declare the truth of almighty God.

We have an inheritance to declare the baptism of the Holy
Ghost, speaking with other tongues. We have an inheritance to
speak about Acts 2:38 and baptism in Jesus' name.

Recently eighteen students at a fundamentalist college were
baptized in Jesus' name at one of our churches. The school
expelled three of them because they refused to stop attending
our church and talking about the Acts 2:38 message. A
newspaper reporter investigated this incident and wrote that the
Church was simply following the accounts in the Book of Acts.
We have an apostolic heritage, and we must hold fast to it.
Because of the Rechabites' commitment, God said they would
never lack a man to stand in the presence of God forever
(Jeremiah 35:18-19). Through them God taught the prophet
that there was a people who would not break their vow.

We Are Indebted

The true Church is going to keep the vow of its pioneers. We
are going to keep the vow of our fathers. We are not in a losing
battle. We are in a victorious group. Victory is ours. The battle
has already been fought. The victory has already been won for
us through Jesus Christ. "Thanks be to God, which giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Corinthians
15:57).

Let us think upon His name. He is the healer of every disease.
He is the Savior of every soul. He is the Redeemer of all
mankind. He is the most lovely figure who ever walked upon
the shores of time. There is nobody like Jesus. We need to
think upon His name, for a book of remembrance was written
of those who thought upon His name (Mal-achi 3:16). God
keeps books. He sees and hears those who think about His
name.

The Harvest Is Now

The husbandman is waiting for the precious fruit of the earth
(James 5:7-8). When will He take His fruit from the earth?
That is His secret, but He is waiting for the harvest to be
completed. Now is the greatest opportunity for revival that we
have ever had to see people come to God.

Prophecy of the end time is being fulfilled. Surely the coming
of the Lord is near.

"And God saw . . . that it was very good." God knows where
His church is, and He knows how to bring His church to the
forefront. The Lord knows what His church is doing.

The Lord is coming soon, and we need to be ready to meet
Him. We are going to stand strong for the truth that our
forefathers have delivered to us. We are going to make a
difference between the clean and the unclean, the profane and
the holy. We are going to stand strong with this truth, because
this is the truth that can save the world. ..end
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Questions &

Answers
X
By O.F. Fauss
Question:
My question is based upon the verse " .. . Master, we saw one

casting out devils in thy name; and we forbade him, because he
followeth not with us. And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him
not: for he that is not against us is for us" (Luke 9:49, 50).
Since many of us do not fellowship those who are not of our
"belief," how can we expect to win them?

Answer:

Notice that Jesus did not tell John to go and "join up" with
whoever it was doing a good work in His name, but simply said,
"Forbid him not." In other words, leave the door open for this one
to come in and walk in the true ways of the Lord.

We, too, shall do well to refrain from fighting anyone who is
doing good, as far as he knows. We cannot, however, sacrifice
truth that has been revealed to us, to fellowship those in error,
even though they have a portion of truth. They can come over to
the FULL TRUTH, they can follow Jesus with us, but we cannot
go over to them.

For example: Aquila and Priscilla never went over to the limited
beliefs of Apollos, even though he had some truth. They rather
took Apollos unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God
more perfectly. (Read Acts 18:24.26.)

We can honor the portion of truth accepted by our trinitarian
friends, we can show them that we love them, but we cannot
sacrifice what God has revealed to us, in order to have their
fellowship. To have such fellowship, we would have to agree to
keep quiet about the truth of the Oneness of the Godhead and
baptism in the name of Jesus. This we dare not do! We must
retain and declare the knowledge of God that has been revealed
to us, in order to be saved. (Read Romans 1:28; 2 Thessalonians
2:10.12). Furthermore, if the methods used in many of the so-
called campaigns of deliverance, salvation and healing-practiced
by those who profess the Holy Ghost experience, and who
specialize in signs and wonders-are right, then we are wrong,
along with the Apostles who gave-1:1s the Book of Acts.

God confirms His Word, and has confirmed it, with signs and wonders. But not all
signs and wonders are evidence that those who do them are preaching the true plan
of salvation. The Scripture says, '""To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isaiah 8:21 ). Solomon
said, "Buy the truth, and sell it not" (Proverbs 23:23).

Question:

Please explain 1 Corinthians 11:10, which reads: "For this cause ought the woman to
have power on her head because of the angels." I do not cut my hair, neither do I dye
it, and I am not looking for an excuse to do so, but I would like to know just what this
verse means.

Answer:

To explain this tenth verse, let us begin with the preceding verses. Verse 3 declares
that the head of every man is Christ: and the head of the woman is the man; and the
head of Christ is God. Verses 4-6 declare: "Every man praying or prophesying,
having his head covered, dishonoureth his head. But every woman that prayeth or
prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one
( or the same} as if she were shaven. For if the woman be not covered, let her also be
shorn (even as a man is shorn): but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or
shaven (the same as a man), let her be covered."

Here let us note just what Paul means by the "covered" and "uncovered" head. In
verse 15 he plainly states: '"But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her
hair is given her for a COVERING." In verse 7 Paul said that a man should not
cover his head, and added, in verse 14, " .. .if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto
him." Man should not cover his head " ... forasmuch as he is the image of God: but
the woman is the glory of the man. For the man is not of the woman; but the woman
of the man. Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the
man'" (verses 7-9).

Then, in verse 10, Paul said, "For this cause ought the woman to have power on her
head because of the angels." The power here refers to the sign of the husband's
authority. The woman, in her place, recognizes the: man as her head, even as the
man recognizes Christ as his head.

Paul had already declared the importance of a woman's head being covered by her
long hair (verse 15). Then to emphasize what he said, he added the phrase, "because
of the angels." But you may ask, "Why are angels mentioned? Do angels pay any
attention to us here on earth?'" Let the following Scripture quotations answer this.
"The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth
them" (Psalm 34:7).

"For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall
bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone' (Psalm 91:11,
12). Even the Devil recognized this as God's Word, and tried-to °, use it in tempting
Jesus (Matthew 4:6).

In Hebrews 1:7, Paul says, "And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels
spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire." Then in verse 14 he asks, "Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?"
Further, in comparing the old and the new covenants, he declares, '""But ye are come
unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
an innumerable company of angels" (Hebrews 12:22).

Because of the angels, a woman should never show a spirit of rebellion by cutting her
hair. Her long hair is a sign of her subjection to the God-ordained authority which
He established in giving to Adam the very first woman, Eve.
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an eagle in the air; the way of a serpent upon a rock; the way of a ship in the midst of the sea;
and the way of a man with a maid (Proverbs 30: 18, 19).

God's Call to His End-Time Church

MANY COMMENTARIES link verse 19 with verse 20, but they do not link at all. A
maiden is talked about in verse 19 and an adul-terous woman is talked about in verse
20. They are as different as night and day.

Agur, the prophet saw things that were too wonderful for him. He said, "There are
four things too wonderful for me, I can't understand them." First of all, there was

The Way of an Eagle
in the Air

The eagle beautifully typifies the church. There are many birds, such as the buzzard,
the mocking bird, the parrot, and many, many others, but there is only one eagle.
The eagle is a solitary bird. It is different. It soars where other birds do not dare fly.
God would use that to illustrate His church. He wants us to travel in the rarified
atmosphere where no one else dares to travel. Others do not have the ability to travel
there, but God has given His Church the ability, through the Holy Ghost, to enter into
realms where none other dares to go.
There are some distinctive, unique things about an eagle. It is a swift bird. It is a strong
bird. It builds its nest in a place where no other bird can come. No bird of prey, no
vulture, dare go there.
God has put within His people the spirit of the eagle-that dares to climb, that dares to
reach out, that dares to be strong in the Lord, that refuses to be like all the other birds.
There is something distinctive about the church of the living God. There is nothing
like it on the face of the earth.
The church is not just like an eagle; it is like an eagle in the air. The Bible says Satan is
the prince of the power of the air. But the eagle soars in the realm where Satan would
try to rule. That very realm Satan claims that is where the eagle soars. That is where we
reach out, that is where we do our job. So the church is an eagle in the air, not an eagle
perched somewhere. Not an eagle hiding under a bush. It is an eagle up there. Soaring,
conquering, beyond that which anyone else can do. The church reaches for new
heights to conqueror in the realm of Satan. Pentecost began by invading Satan's
territory. Jesus told them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father in the city of Jerusalem. Why? Jerusalem was the city that crucified Jesus.
Jerusalem was the headquarters of the worst enemies of the gospel. Recently a man
wrote a hand-book on denominations. After tracing many denominations of faith

Bro. David F. Gray

he finally came to the Pentecostal Church. He said this: "The Pentecostal
Church traces its ancestry back to the day of Pentecost that is where we began.
That is how the church was born. And it was born to conquer.

This is how the church has continued through the centuries. I believe that God
has always had a witness in the earth. The Pentecostal experience is
unchangeable. You could go to a restaurant, pick up the menu, and say, "I like
this. It says roast prime rib, baked potato with sour cream and chives, peas, and
salad with Roquefort dressing. I think I'll have that."

The waitress standing there with her little pad and pencil, would say, "Oh, I'm
so sorry! That was just on opening day."

"Well, it's on the menu." "Yes, but that was just for opening day, that's all.”

I believe in miracles, the gifts of the spirit and the moving of God and the
power of the Holy Ghost.

"But," someone says, "I'm sorry; opening day only. That's all." "But it's in the
Book!" "T know it's in the Book, but that was just for opening day."

I read in my Bible that a king took his knife and began to cut pages out of the
Book, and they are still doing that today. But let us believe God. Let us realize
that He has these things for us today. Not just on opening day {at Pentecost)
but for you and me today.

God is calling this church to be an eagle in the air, to invade Satan's territory.
We do not have to stay down on the lower plane of the other birds. Because
others are doing it doesn't mean we have to do it. We can soar above them.

An eagle in the air. That is God's picture of His end-time church. And one day
it will soar into heaven itself.

A Serpent on a rock

The second picture that the Lord gives us is that the church is like a
serpent on a rock.

I talked once with a man who was acquainted with the wild west. He
told me that many times snakes crawl out of their holes and on to
rocks in the early morning sunlight. He said, "Snakes are cold-
blooded creatures. They have no internal warming system. They
depend upon the rays of the sun for warmth."

Have you crawled upon the "Rock" today? We are not depending
upon our own powers. We do not have what it takes of our selves. If
you think that you have the power and the ability and the talent to do
it all by yourself, you are sadly mistaken.

(continued on page 7)
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God's Call to His End-Time
Church

This end-time church does not move under its own power.
We have a source of power far greater. It is not by our own
abilities, not by our own personalities, not by our own
strength that this end-time church is going to do the job.
The sooner we learn that, the better.

When we put talent ahead of consecration, we have lost
out with God already. We have missed the boat a thousand
miles. Dear God, wake us up to realize that we must .be
wise as the serpent. We must get our strength from God
by waiting before Him.

! A ship on the Sea

Then, the church is like a ship in the sea.

Isaiah 57 :20 says that the wicked are like the troubled sea,
when it cannot rest. Revelation 17 tells us that the waters
on which the whore sitteth are peoples, and multitudes,
and nations. The true church is in the midst of a wicked,
filthy, corrupt, degenerate, debauched, depraved world.
God never changes. The sea constantly changes but God
never does. His gospel doesn't change, Human institutions
change, societies change, civilizations change, moral
standards change, governments change, fashions change,
and modes of transportation change, but God remains the
same. Knowledge has increased. We are living in a day
when men have rocketed off this world and gone to the
moon. Hearts have been transplanted from one person to
another.

If man can do these things, and knowledge has so
increased, don't you think God has a church that can
outshine this world?

With all the advancement this world has made, the three
"p's," pornography, perfidy, and pollution, are engulfing
the world. A preacher of another denomination wrote in a
recent issue of the magazine Applied Christianity: "The
United States is now the most immoral nation in history.

Movies, television, and printed pornographic
material have reamed the lowest subcellar with
naked people portrayed engaging in pervelted
sexual acts, and newspapers, and even
clergymen, approving."

We are an immoral people, guilty of the major
sins of all the ages: God rejection, sensuality,
adultery, sodomy, and infidelity. We are
engaged in demon activity, violence and
defiance of God as in Noah's day. In many ways
we have outdone Sodom and Gomorrah. We
are racing the judgment. Sin demands
judgment. Judgment is sure; it is not a
speculation.

Jesus said the last days would be like the days
before the flood, when the thoughts of men
were only evil continually. The whole world
was filled with violence. God planned salvation
for that day, just as He planned salvation for
this day. That salvation was an ark. God told
Noah exactly how to build it. That ark
represents Jesus Christ. One door-that's the
riven side of Jesus. Three stories, because in
Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily.

God told Noah, "Make thee an ark of gopher
wood, rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and
shalt pitch it within and without with pitch."
Don't just build it, pitch it. Don't paint it, pitch
it. Don't make it pretty, pitch it. Thousands of
dollars are spent to make our churches pretty,
but how much is spent to make them safe? To
make them hold back the evil tide, so that the
leaks don't let the waters of corruption flow into
the ark? An ocean of water on the outside can't
sink a ship, but it does not take much water on
the inside to sink that ship. The Lord told
Noah, "You pitch it, get your hands dirty, get
yourself all sticky. I know it is unpleasant, but
pitch it. I don't want one leak in that r don't
want one trickle of water to come through. I
want that ark to be safe."

Brethren, in Jesus' name, pitch the ark! You
have to do it in your local church. There are
children depending on you. It is in your hands.
Pitch it.

Where am I going to pitch it? Pitch
it without first. We have enemies
without: satanic on-slaughts that
come as a roaring flood, so we pitch
it without.

The Supreme Court of the State of
California has passed an edict that
all  children are, first, a
responsibility of the state, and,
second, a responsibility of their
parents. But God has given you
parents the responsibility of your
children, not the state. Some of our
ministers have been hailed before
courts, and judgments have been
passed against them, because they
have disciplined their own chil-
dren.

What is the church doing at this
time? What are we doing in the
midst of the corruption? In the
midst of the sea of sin and
debauchery? We are pitching the
outside of the ark, that's what we
are doing. The ark was also pitched
within, It would be indeed strange if
Satan used all of his powers from
the outside only. God's church is
the vocal point of satanic enmity in
the earth today. That pitching
within is going to be only as strong
as you are strong, preacher. There is
not a law in the Book that is going
to do the job. Righteousness has to
be in your heart, in your soul, in the
fabric of your being, in the con-
sciousness of your consecration.
There is where it has to be. Paul's
last words to the church at Ephesus
were these: " ... of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after
them." It isn't only the enemy on
the outside that we face.

(continued on page 11)



"Prayer” is one of those words that everyone seems to
know, but finds hard to put a definition of into words.
Some say that prayer is talking to God; however, when
we pray, God seems to talk to us. So this definition
does not seem to be sufficient. Others say that prayer is
asking God for the things we need and want. But for
the Christian, this definition seems so inadequate.
What really is prayer? The best simple definition is this:
"Prayer is communication between God and an
individual." It is the only way that we can communicate
with Him. We cannot write God a letter. We cannot get
in touch with Him over the telephone, nor can we get
Him on the radio. Prayer is the only way that we can
have direct communication with God. We must admit
in the very beginning that there are some questions

about prayer that we cannot answer. Most Christians feel
that prayer is simple. If they are called to give a devotion,
they feel that they can always talk about prayer. But prayer
is not that simple. It is a wonderful privilege, but there are
some great questions that we cannot answer about it. We
should be careful that we do not allow our lack of under-
standing to cause us to neglect to pray. Do you let your
lack of understanding about electricity keep you from
using it? Or your lack of understanding about radio from
listening to it? Or even your lack of understanding about
love, from loving?

The disciples came to Jesus one day and said, "Lord, teach
us to pray." It seems significant that they never asked Him
to teach them how to preach. Nor did He ever suggest that
He teach them to preach. Evidently, they had seen and
heard Him pray to the Father and knew that there was
something about this thing called prayer that they did not
understand. So Jesus taught them to pray. This shows us
how important prayer really is.

Jesus taught the disciples to pray, and He invited them to
pray. Moreover, He gave them many parables about
prayer to encourage them to pray and to learn more about
how to pray as they ought.

Some of God's greatest
gifts are unanswered

prayer.
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NOTHING VENTURED,
NOTHING WON

The farmer, when he sows his seed,
Has faith that in the fertile soil,
He'll grow the harvest of his hopes.
And find reward for all his toil.

Perchance "twill be that parasites,
Or sudden blight, or early frost,
Will threaten what he hopes to gain,
And jeopardize his labor's cost.

Yet his fixed plan he carries out,
Nor for a moment stays his hand;
And thus he wins his harvest goal,

And has new wealth at his command.

In every quest some hazard lies,
But this should never hopes destroy;
Nor check our purpose, lessen toil,
However much it may annoy.

Resolve, and struggle hard to win;
Undaunted be at barriers high;
Scale each, or make a bold attempt,
And yours the merit if you try.

Success has many open doors
To faith that dares and lives to do;
And he's the hero God will crown,
Who fights his every battle through.

by: P. Patch

THE GOAL OF GOOD DEEDS

What humanity needs is the practice of deeds
That will help some brother today;
For the burdens of life, the stress of its strife,
Often cause one to fall by the way.

Too much of life's care, of its burdens to bear,
May discourage and cause sad complaint; And the
time for your deed, whatever your creed,

Is when one is sinking and faint.

'Tis the record we make for humanity's sake,
In the end we will find that is best;

And the comforts in grief, in deeds give relief,
Measures up to Samaritan test.

But if neighbors you cheat, try your fellow to beat,
And make profiteering your game;

In the end you will rue the false things you do,
When caught in the net of your shame.

If the hungry you feed and the wanderer lead

To a refuge of shelter and care;

Or to danger's quick call, you respond, risking all,
You will wealth of true gratitude share.

unknown

There is bad in the
best of us.

Good in the worst of
us. So let's leave the
rest of us alone!



WHAT MUST WE DO ?

Sooner or later, we must all face the central questions
of human existence: Why are we here? Where are we
going? What should we do, what must we do, with our
lives?

Throughout history, men and women have attained the
pinnacle of wealth, fame, and power only to discover to
their dismay that hap-piness, contentment, peace of
mind, and joy were still beyond their reach. In the end,
death equalizes everyone. In the final analysis all that
matters is the spiritual question, "What must we do?"
We find the answer to this essential question in the
Bible, the Word of God. God created us in His image as
rational, moral, spiritual beings so that we could love,
worship, serve, and commune with Him. Man's sinful
disobedience has broken his original fellowship with
God and defaced the divine image he bears.
Consequently, the central need of mankind is to receive
forgiveness of sins and restoration of fellowship with
God. Without this work of salvation, a person cannot
fulfill God's original purpose for his existence, nor can
he find true peace, joy, and satisfaction.
The Bible explains how a person can receive salvation,
thereby bringing eternal meaning and purpose to his
existence. In particular, it reveals God's ultimate
solution to the human dilemma. In the New Testament
we find that men and women came to grip with the
soul-searching question, "What must we do?" and how
they received the answer from God.

The Apostolic Answer
Just before the ascension of Jesus, he commanded His
disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they were baptized
with the Holy Ghost (or Holy Spirit). About 120 of
them, including the apostles, Mary the mother of Jesus,
and the half brothers of Jesus, gathered in an upper
room to await this unprecedented experience with God
that would impart supernatural power.
On the Jewish feast day of Pentecost, which was fifty
days after Passover, the Holy Spirit descended upon
the expectant believers and filled them. By the Spirit's
power they began to speak miraculously in other
tongues (languages they did not know). As the news of
this unusual event spread, thousands in the city
gathered to see what was happening. Many of the
onlookers were Jews from foreign lands who had come
to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover and Pentecost, and
they heard the uneducated Galilean disciples
miraculously speaking in the various languages of their
home countries. Some of them mocked the Spirit-filled
disciples

and accused them of being intoxicated.
But others seriously considered what they saw and
wondered at the miracle they witnessed. They
listened to Peter who stood with the eleven other
apostles- to explain that they were seeing the fulfill-
ment of Joel's prophecy: "In the last days, saith
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all
flesh" (Acts 2:17). Peter also preached to them
about Jesus Christ, declaring that '"(Jesus) hath
shed forth this, which ye now see and hear ....

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:33, 36).
Many in the crowd had evidently participated in the
mob that demanded the crucifixion of Jesus less than
two months earlier. Now as they witnessed the Spirit
of God filling and anointing the disciples, they
became convinced of the Lord-ship of Jesus.

When they were confronted with their crucifixion of
the Lord and Messiah, '"they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do?" (Acts 2:37). In other words they asked, "How
can we receive forgiveness for our sin of rejecting
and murdering Jesus? How can we now accept Jesus
as Lord and Messiah? What must we do to be saved?
Peter replied, "Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost" (Acts 2:38).

S0

Sept-Oct 2023 9

The Pulpit Commentary notes, "We
have in this short verse the summary of
Christian doctrine as regards man and
God" (Volume 18, Acts, p. 54). Peter
continued: "The promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that are
afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call" (Acts 2:39).
With those simple but powerful words,
the apostles outlined the proper response
of mankind to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
On that first day of the church,
approximately 3000 Jews, many of
whom probably bore personal guilt for
the crucifixion of Jesus, accepted this
message and found the answer to the
central question of life.
In the years after Pentecost, the apostolic
church proclaimed this message to the
rest of the world. The Samaritans
received it (Acts 8:14-17), the Gentiles
received it (Acts 10:44-48), and the
disciples of John at Ephesus received it
(Acts 19:1-6). This message with its
command and promise extends even to
our day.

Repentance
The first step in securing eternal life is
repentance, which literally means a turn
from sin to God. Repentance is a change
of heart, mind, and direction. It involves
recognition of sin, confession of sin,
godly sorrow for sin, and a decision to
forsake sin. Repentance from sin is a
prerequisite for forgiveness of sin and a
spiritual relationship with God. When
someone repents, he submits his will to
the will of God. No longer does he seek
merely his own survival and temporary
self-gratification. Rather, he seeks to
fulfill the true purpose for his existence,
which is to live for God and to in-herit
eternal life.

Water Baptism
After someone repents, God's Word co-
mmands him to be baptized in water in
the name of Jesus for the remission of

sins. (continued page 10)
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Baptism is a confession of faith in Christ. Immersion
in water symbolizes the burial of the old, sinful
lifestyle with Christ. Invoking the name of Jesus in
faith shows reliance on Jesus as the only Savior and
makes the power, authority, and presence of Jesus
available to the believer.
When the repentant believer is baptized, God honors
his obedient faith by washing away his sins. Upon
repentance and water baptism, then, God delivers the
believer from the penalty of sin. He can now discover
the joy of life as God intended it free from the power
of sin free to inherit eternal life.
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
After repentance and water baptism the seeker is
ready to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. When the
repentant seeker opens his heart in faith, he will be
immersed in and filled with God's Spirit. From this
moment on, God's Spirit begins to dwell in his life,
imparting divine power that enables him to live a holy
life and to be a living witness of Christ's saving ability.
The recipient will speak in other tongues as the Spirit
gives utterance, just as the disciples did on the Day of
Pentecost.
The same answer given to the Jews on the first day of
the church came to others who sought for truth.
these people came from different backgrounds, but
they found the same answer to their need of salvation.
The Zealous Religionist
As the Christian church began to grow and proclaim
the gospel it encountered much opposition and

persecution from the Jewish hierarchy, who attacked
it as heresy. One of the most violent of these Jewish
opponents was Saul of Tarsus, a highly educated
man who believed he was advancing God's cause by
imprisoning and murdering Christians.
As Saul traveled to Damascus to persecute
Christians in that city, God struck him to the ground
with a bright light from heaven. "Who are thou,
Lord?" Saul questioned, and the Lord replied "I am
Jesus whom thou persecutest" (Acts 9:5).
When Saul realized he was actually fighting against
God, he had a change of heart. he asked, "Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?" (Acts 9:6). The
zealous religionist finally recognized his sin, the in-
adequacy of his traditional beliefs, and his need of
salvation. he asked the most important question a
human can ask. To provide the answer, the Lord
directed him to a disciple at Damascus named
Ananias. Ananias prayed for Saul to be filled with
the Holy Ghost and baptized him in the name of
Jesus (Acts 9:17-18; 22:16). Saul, better known as
the Apostle Paul, joined the ranks of those who
received the Spirit with the sign of tongues; he later
wrote, "I thank my God, I speak with tongues more
than ye all" (I Corinthians 14:18).

The Sincere Worshiper
In the city of Caesarea a devout Roman soldier
named Cornelius worshiped God, giving alms to the
poor and praying continually. Cornelius was a
centurion, a captain over one hundred men. Since he
was a Gentile, the Jews did not think of him as a
candidate for salvation.
Cornelius had never heard the gospel preached, but
he was sincere in his search for God. Because of his
earnest prayer, the Lord sent an angel to him in a vi-
sion. The angel directed him to the Apostle Peter,
promising Cornelius that Peter would have the
message of salvation (Acts 11:14). Cornelius was
seeking salvation, and God always rewards the
diligent seeker (Hebrews 11:6}.
When Peter came to the house of Cornelius, he
preached Jesus Christ and the remission of sins
through His name. As Peter spoke, Cornelius and his
household believed and repented. Before Peter could
finish his message, they received the Holy Ghost with
the indisputable evidence of speaking in tongues.
Then Peter commanded them to be baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 10:44-48}.

The Desperate Pagan

Paul and Silas were on a missionary journey when
the magistrates of Philippi. a city in Macedonia, ar-
rested them for preaching the gospel.
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They were beaten and cast into prison,
but at midnight, as they prayed and
sang praises to God, the Lord sent an
earthquake to deliver them.
The jailer, who supposed that all the
prisoners had escaped and who knew
that his own life would be taken under
Roman law for his failure of duty, drew
his sword to commit suicide. Paul and
Silas called out and stopped him before
he used his deadly weapon.
The jailer evidently realized that God
had sent the earthquake on behalf of
Paul and Silas. Although a pagan, he
recognized them as men of God and
became convicted of his sins. In his
desperation he cried, "Sirs, what must I
do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30}. They
answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts
16:31}. This brief answer, given in a
moment of crisis, summarizes the way
of salvation. If this pagan would turn
from his false gods and put complete
faith in Jesus as his only God and
Savior he would be saved.
Paul and Silas knew that faith in Jesus
includes obedience to the gospel,
specifically repentance, water baptism,
and the baptism of the Spirit. Jesus
Himself had linked these inseparably
with faith in Him. "Repent ye and
believe the gospel" (Mark 1:15}. "He
that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved" (Mark 16:16}. '"He that
believeth on me, as the scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. (But this spake he of the
Spirit, which they that believe on him
should receive ... }"' (John 7:38-39).
The jailer took Paul and Silas to his
home, where they preached the Word
of God to him, explaining in full what
faith in Jesus encompassed. When he
believed, the missionaries baptized him
(that same hour-midnight) and he
received an experience that caused him
to rejoice (Acts 16:32-34).
Although it is not stated that he
received the Spirit;-it is probable that
(continued page 11)
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WHAT MUST WE DO ?

He did, for the kingdom of God is righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17}. If he
truly '"believed on the Lord Jesus Christ" in
accordance with the Word of God, then he received the
baptism of the Spirit with the sign of tongues (Acts
11:15-17).

Conclusion

This brief survey of New Testament conversion
accounts brings into sharp focus God's instructions
for our age. The message applies equally to all,
whether poor or rich, educated or uneducated, devout
or profane, Jew, Samaritan, or Gentile. The guilty
crowd, the zealous religionist, the sincere worshiper,
the desperate pagan-all needed and all received the
same answer. How do we find life's true purpose and
ultimate meaning? How can we receive forgiveness of
sins? How can we be restored to fellowship with God?
How can we receive power to overcome sin on a daily
basis? How can we escape the penalty of eternal death
and receive the promise of eternal life?

How can we be saved? In short, what must we do?
The authoritative answer of the New Testament
church is simple yet powerful and complete: we are to
place complete faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, thereby
repenting of sins, being baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and receiving the gift
of the Holy Ghost. Both the command and the
promise are ours! O
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God's Call to His End-Time Church

We're going to have to pitch this ark on the inside. The salvation of the world, the end-
time revival, depends on it.

God is calling this church to be a ship in the sea: water-tight, pitched on the outside and
the inside. The church is the ark of salvation for this world.

A Man with a Maid
The church is like a man with a maid. That means a love
story. The word "man" is not the word "Adam," which is
the ordinary word for man. The word is "gebar," literally
"mighty man."
The mightiest man of all is Jesus. He's the man and He is
dealing with His church. As a man with a maid. Yes, it is a
love story. Did you know the Bible is a love story from
Genesis to Revelation? God came from glory, wrapped
Himself in the tabernacle of flesh, and became one of us.

b
-

He became obedient to death, even the death of the cross. That's a love story, the most
beautiful love story in the world. Bring God into your life. Bring God into your home.
Bring God into your meals. Bring God into your time of going to bed at night. Bring
God in, This is a love story. You're in love with Him.

When you fall in love with Jesus, you don't need any other lovers. You don't need
television, you don't need dance floors, you don't need movies, you don't need horse
races, you don't need auto racing, you don't need ball games, you don't need skating
rinks, you just don't need those things. You love Jesus; He's the one. It is a love story.
There is a world out there with a death sentence pronounced against it, and you and I,
the end-time church, are the ones who are holding back the wrath and judgment of a
righteous God against this generation, polluted and corrupted. This is a love story. Do
you love enough to hang on, to put yourself out, to spend and be spent in this end-time?
The way of a man with a maid. We are that maid.

The story is told of a man who had been out preaching in the days of the circuit riding
preachers. He was an old man now. He had traveled a long way that day and had
preached five different times in five different stations. Late at night, he got to a certain
town where there was a hotel and he was going to stay there. He slipped in, completely
worn out. But the news got out into the town that he was there, and a great crowd
gathered in the street. Someone sent word to him that the crowd wanted him to preach.
The preacher got out of bed, worn out as he was, wrapped himself in a coat, and went
out on the balcony. He had someone bring him a candle and light it. He said, "I'll preach
until the light goes out." There he stood on the balcony. He preached until the candle
flickered out and then went back in, weary and worn out, and went to bed. In the
morning they came and found that he had died during the night. He had preached until
the "light went out."

Preacher, preach it! This end-time church needs preachers to preach it. Preach it until the
"light goes out." ......
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Let A Man Examine Himself

[ "But let a man examine himself, and so
\ /‘ let him eat of that bread and drink of
that cup”

(I Corinthians 11 :28).

IT IS A FACT that when we examine others, we are justifying
ourselves; but if we will examine ourselves, we will be more apt to
Justify others. At any rate, I wish to propose that we obey the
suggestion given in' this scripture: "Let every man examine
himself."

1 feel that the urgency of the times demands our personal heart-
search as never before. It seems that there are so many
uncertainties that we are facing in this year In the light of these
times, let us search our hearts together around the Word of God!
Someone has said that we are what we eat. I think it would be wise
to give some thought to the diet we are feeding our minds. What
about our thoughts? Do we discipline our thought life? Do we feed
our minds on good, wholesome, spiritual values? Many people
allow their minds to be poisoned with the latest news, or views of
some "big mouthed, black hearted gossiper.” If we allow this, we
will become guilty of sin. Others: allow themselves to sink in the
mental pit of self-pity!

Our minds can play real tricks on us, with the aid of Satan. I have
counseled with people from time to time, who have imagined things
about others and convinced themselves that these imaginations
were established facts. It would be good for each of us to examine
our thought life! (Prov-erbs 23:7), "For as he thinketh in his heart,
so is he. " You can see by this scripture, that it is very necessary for
us to examine our thought life. The Scripture gives us some very
definite instructions along this line. "For to be carnally minded is
death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace" (Romans 8.6).
We must ever keep our guard up lest we suffer spiritual death,
through .. our "thought diet." Let us now examine our affections. "If
ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand- of God. Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3: 1, 2). this
is where so many good people have missed their spiritual mark in
life .. They have majored on minors. They have allowed the cares of
this life to choke out their spiritual life. The Scripture declares that
we are pilgrims and strangers in this life, and that we seek a better
country. Therefore, we are citizens of another country. This life is
just a dressing room, for the world to come. We must have our
affections on things above. Let us examine our affections! Is our
real affection set on things eternal? I feel that it is always safe to
re-examine ourself. Make sure they we are not fooling ourselves
and playing games with our eternal salvation

Bro G.E.Wesson

A Prayer For Revival

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray;,
earth's night is dark-and many go astray
the fire of love for souls 1s burning low,

Oh. send Thy fire and set the church aglow!

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come we pray,

we need a mighty Pentecost today.

Great Spirit, come convincing men of sin!
unveil the unbelief that works within.

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray. The
fire must fall, there is no other way

to bring Revival both to church and home.
Thine must be the fire; burning Spirit, come!

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
light up the darkness with Thine own bright
ray. Burn up the worldliness, the sin the
dross; and turn men's hearts to Christ and to
His cross.

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
revive Thy Work? Oh! Lord, without delay.
Revive the love of souls, their need reveal,
and set Thy church ablaze with holy zeal

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
revive and deepen prayer from day to day.
Thou dost respond to faith's persistent plea,
"teach us to pray," till we the answer see!

Foot Prints

) I walked the road of sorrow

% 0, A road so dark with care,

\ So lonely, I was certain
That no one else was there.

But suddenly around me
Were beams of light stretched wide ..
And then I saw that someone
Was walking by my side.
o
And when I turned to notice Y
This road which I had trod,
I saw two sets of FOOTPRINTS-

My own *** and those of GOD.
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Thank You For Your
Blessings Lord

God on high, you have
Blessed us so
Our family, our friends
And our pastor we know.

Each person is a blessing
And a special grace to lend
May the love of your heart

Never be withheld or suspend.

For those in our lives who fill
us, With peace and joy untold
Thank you, Lord, for these
blessings
Both young and old.

Your Presence is felt in
Such inspiring ways
We give thanks for Your touch

Throughout all of our days.
Catherine Pulsifer

And Then Cometh the Evening
Maria J. Dodge

When the cares of life o'er whelm us
And the way is dark and drear.
Brothers, sisters, then take courage
For the night of rest draws near!

And when the burning sun goes down,
The star of hope shall rise,

And soon the morning's rosy tints
Will brighten all the skies;

Then gladly work while yet you may.
For soon shall come the rest

When God shall call from earth away,
He doeth all things best.
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DECEPTION

Old Satan's walking to and fro
Throughout the earth today.
He has a purpose in his mind,
"To see who he can sway.

He's cunning in his fine attire,
Looks just like you and me;

And while he does a crafty work,
He blinds eyes so they can't see.

The things that used to look so wrong,
Somehow they now look right.

It's strange how things can turn about
By Satan's power and might.

A multitude of precious souls
That one time stood foursquare
Have fallen in his awful trap ...

But still are unaware.

He paints a lovely picture

For the clouded eyes to see,
And makes his victims think
That he just suits them to a T.

He leads on down a rocky road,
But makes them think it's rosy.
And while he sees his plan at work,
He nestles up so cozy.

If we are playing in his fire,

We surely will be burned.

Don't think he'll ever let you go;
Small chance for a return.

Deception is an awful doom.
It tightly holds its grip.
It's like the spider in a web-
The victim now is whipped.
Gracie Allen

Thought Provoking Gems

[ CHURCH OFFICE |

“If telemarketers call, invite them to church.”™

Troubles That Never Came

The bridges that I've often crossed
Before they came in sight,

Have been of many, many kinds;
Been gray, or black, or white.

I fancied many brutish ones,

And many could not name;

I've had my many troubles, but
The worst ones never came!

When squirrels get their nuts for food.
They gather for a year,

And do not worry 'bout the next,

For that they have no fear,

But man is not content today,

He lives with troubled aim;
A-thinking 'bout the troubles past.
And those which never came!

Some people build their mounts of care
Of many sorts and kind.

Which like the bridges that they build.
Are mostly in their mind.

Though sun's ablaze and sky is clear,
They think of lightning's flame.

They had their many troubles, but

The worst ones never came!

Now God is in the universe.

The birds and squirrels know,

They worry not, nor do they fret.

For what we reap we sow,

If we sow deeds they'll bear their fruit.

For God will hear our claim;

If we trust Him then we can say.

The worst ones never came! David V. Bush

ESCAPE FROM DECEPTION

Satan hides his presence

And speaks evil to your mind.
Many promises he has bargained,
But disappointment you will find.

The more he makes you suffer,
The more it's his delight.

His ways are so alluring,

But never, never right.

He has some in false religion;

Many bound by worldly styles,

Making them think they look important
Like TV personalities imply.

Anything to make you feel good,
And to turn your mind from Christ,
Deceiving many millions

By his daily wrong advice.

I must hasten now to tell you
That I know a better way.
Jesus Christ is the Master
Over Satan and sin today.

You must make a full surrender
Saying, I give my all to You;
No more gray clouds hovering o'er
He will turn your skies to blue.
I.P. Patch

God's Power
In every waving blade of grass,
In every little flower.
That daily in my walks I pass,
I see God's wondrous power.
And every tiny drop of rain
Which falls in gentle shower,
And then in mist ascends again.
Tells of His wondrous power.
The little birds that gaily trill
Their songs in morning hour,
And all the air with music fill.
Sing of His wondrous power.
Maria ] Dodge
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What would Jesus do ?

Praise God my soul for saving grace
Praise God for life anew

That others too may see His face
What would my Jesus do?

Blessed is the soul on higher ground
Blessed is the heart found meek

That more on earth be Heaven bound
How would my Jesus speak?

Blessed is the heart no longer stone
Cleansed by The Risen Son

That more may smile before His throne?
What will have Jesus done?

Neighbors and friends fall daily short
Blinded they’re led astray

How may they see The True Report?
What would my Jesus say?

How can they reach the deeper things?
Salvation’s Light pursue?

That they may rise on eagle wings
What would my Jesus do?

How would He shift their house from sand?
How would He change their view?

Building towards The Promised Land
What would my Jesus do?

Seeing their plight, their constant pain
Drinking satanic brew

That more in truth be born again
What would my Jesus do?

Being obedient, showing you care
Loving with all your might
Serving in Jesus standing in prayer
Pressing towards The Light

Michael P. Johnson

i Think On These Things

The Link In The Chain

I’'m not the one to make judgments; I'm not the one to set goals,
I'm just a tool for the Master, part of His team to save souls.

I’'m not the one with the answers to all the questions you ask,
I'm not the one full of knowledge; 'm hardly up to the task.

I too am one who is searching, why has the world gone astray?

I have found peace in my Saviour but others have not found their way.

So, God, if You're willing to use me, a link in the chain of events,
Give me instructions to follow, words that to lost souls make sense.

Help me to keep it as simple as Jesus revealed to the crowd;
Not oratorical flourish, not being boisterous or loud.
Simply the plan of salvation, let it appeal to mankind,

Its wonderful peace You have offered,

Peace to the soul and the mind. Greta Zwaan, © 2018
The World's Bible
Christ has no hands but our hands Only ] esus
IIZ iZshllli)vzeoertkbf:l (?Z;r feet Can
IIZ llfzj I?Sircl)rllzillixag;r tongues Satley
He has no el but ou hep Your Soul
To bring them to his side. O nly H e
We are the only Bible Can tOU.Ch

The careless world will read;
We are the sinner’s gospel,

We are the scoffer’s creed; Your Hear t
We are the Lord’s last message An d Make

Given in deed and word—

What if the line is crooked?

What if the type is blurred? You
What if our hands are busy vV hOle
With other work than his?
What if our feet are walking
Where sin’s allurement is?

Sept-Oct 2023

Forgive
Forgive someone. Today forgive.
Turn from bitter to positive.
End frustration, anger, pain;
Wash the anguish from your brain.

No need to reconcile or tell;

Just feel better and get well.

A brand new, peaceful life to live,

That's your gift, when you forgive.
By Joanna Fuchs

God Knows Best

My God knows best! through all my days
This is my comfort and my rest,

My trust, my peace, my solemn praise,
That God knows all, and God knows best.

My God knows best! That is my chart;
This thought to me is always blest;

It hallows and it soothes my heart,
For all is well, and God knows best.

My God knows best! when tears may fall;
In his great heart I'll find my rest;

For he, my God, is over all,

And he is love, and he knows best.

Through life we are faced with many trials
and tribulations, however, if we stop and
appreciate the little things and keep a
happy heart focused on Jesus then we will
draw nearer to Jesus and there is no other

comfort than that!
Caleb Davis Bradlee

What if our tongues are speaking God calls us to reach out to the people in

Of things his lips would spurn?

How can we hope to help him our lives to whom He longs to show His love

Unless from him we learn?

Annie Johnston Flint and‘ me 1’C_‘)/
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Our Partners in Helping to Spread the Word

America’s Christian
Newspaper is blessed to
have the prayers and support
from congregations all over
the country, spreading the
Word far and wide.
Thanks to all who have been so
faithful and generous.

GOD BLESS YOU!

DegreesIN Theology Home
Study Course
P.0.Box1536
Van, TX 75790
E-Mail
Cypress@texascellnet.com

(903)963-7863

www.cypressbiblecollege.or

Acts 2:38
Associate of Theology

Payment plans available

Bachelor of
Theology Accredited
by SICMI

Master of Theology
We accept previous

credits
Doctor of Theology

Incarceration rates
available
Doctor of Philosophy in
Religion Center For
Academic Research

First Apostolic Church
5752 Main St.

Bailey, NC. 27807
Pastor Preston Taylor

Holiness Temple Apostolic Church

401 E. Main St.
Sparta, IL 62286
Pastor Juanez D. Wilson Sr.

Pine Grove Apostolic Church
2196 Hwy 506 East

Kelly, LA 71441

Pastor Johnny Barnhill
"More than a church we are a
Family"

Apostolic Lighthouse Tabernacle
401 N. Main St.

Laurinburg, NC. 28352

Pastor Joe Barnhill

Discover Original Pentecost

Solid Rock Pentecostal Church
322 Quitman Lane
MS 39601

Pastor Jerry W. Sullivan

Apostolic

Theological Seminary

Kaplan, Louisiana

All courses are taught live via the

Brookhaven,

Libourn Apostolic Church
P.O.Box 376

Libourn, MO 63862
Bro Larry Gammons

First Apostolic Church
11384 Crossett Rd.
Bastrop, LA 71220
Bro. & Sis. J.T. Wheat

Apostolic Faith Tabernacle
1699 Forest Ave.

Maysville, KY 41056
Randall Osman, Pastor

"A Church that Preaches
What The Bible Teaches'

Bible Truth Tabernacle
Apostolic Church

850 East Main Street
Bedford, VA 24523
Pastor Wayne Lawhorn

Knoxville Apostolic Church
7504 Chapman Highway
Knoxville, TN 37920
Pastor B. Scott Sparks

Truth Tabernacle Church & School
7601 Ohio River Road
Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694

internet with real degreed professors Robert E. Davis, Pastor

337-285-6045

First Apostolic Church
1801 Durst St.
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
Pastor Brent Crosswhite

Lighthouse Apostolic Church
310 Co. Road 195
Waterloo, AL 35677

"Your invited to Come Worship ‘What on Earth are you doing for Heavens Sake?

With Us !

Apostolic Lighthouse Pentecostal
Church

A place to Quench your spiritual
hunger & thirst

1801 Durst Street
Nacogdoches, TX 75964

Pastor Brent Crosswhite
936-560-6601

Apostolic Lighthouse

701 Floral Ave

Cannon City, CO. 81212

Pastor D.A. Rouesseau
""Healing,Deliverance,Miracles"

Church of Jesus Christ
Hwy 51 North
Dyersburg, TN. 38024
Pastor Ray Winstead

Truth Tabernacle

3200 Rush Branch Rd.

Somerset, KY 42501

Pastor Mike Phillips

""A place where needs can be met
and lives changed"

Apostolic Church

1400 West Everly Brothers Blvd
Central City KY 42330

Pastor C. W. Schroader
270-754-4829

Apostolic Church of Wasson
4340 US 45 North
Harrisburg, IL 62946

Rev. Nathan Prather
618-499-0848

Truth Tabernacle

18027 San Bernardino Ave.
Bloomington,CA 92316
Pastor R.D. Frazier
909-877-6288

For with God nothing

shall be impossible
Luke 1:37
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ATTENTION:

LOCATED AT THE FAIR GROUNDS ON ARCH ST.
Ballard Center Madisonville, Kentucky 42431

July 9th - 12th

Western Kentucl{y #H o[y Ghost And Fire

Vacation Bible School
for the small children

Conference

We Are Looking for Many More New Young People This Year
Make Plans to Attend.

Great Free Meals served after each Service

*SPECIAL SPEAKERS*
Bro. John Bullock........ 1:00 p.m.

Bro Jon Lambeth......... 7:30 p.m. Everyone Is InVited

Special Singing and Choir
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DECEPTION &V
Old Satan’s walking to and fro
Throughout the earth today. L U/
He has a purpose in his mind, *

To see who he can sway.

He's cunning in his fine attire,
Looks just like you and me;

And while he does a crafty work,
He blinds eyes so they can’t see.

The things that used to look so wrong,
Somehow they now look right.

It’s strange how things can turn about
By Satan’s power and might.

A multitude of precious souls
That one time stood foursquare
Have fallen in hig awful trap . . .
But still are unaware.

He paints a lovely picture

For the clouded eyes to see,
And makes his victims think
That he just suits them to a T.

He leads on down a rocky road,
But makes them think it’s rosy.
And while he sees his plan at work,
He nestles up so cozy.

If we are playing in his fire,

We surely will be burned.

Don’t think he'll ever let you go;
Small chance for a return.

Deception is an awful doom.
It tightly holds its grip.

It’s like the spider in 8 web—
The victim now is whipped.

—Gracie B. Allen

ESCAPE FROM DECEPTION

Satan hides his presence

And speaks evil to your mind.
Many promises he has bargained,
But disappointment you will find.

The more he makes you suffer,
The more it's his delight.

His ways are so alluring,

But never, never right.

He has some in false religion;

Many bound by worldly styles,

Making them think they look important
Like TV personalities imply.

Anything to make you feel good,
And to turn your mind from Christ,
Deceiving many millions

By his daily wrong advice.

July, 1991

I must hasten now to tell you
That I know a better way.
Jesus Christ is the Master
Over Satan and sin today.

You must make g full surrender
Saying, I give my all o You;

No more grey clouds hovering ¢’er you,.
He will turn your skies to blue.

—dJessie I. Humphrey

NOTHING VENTURED, NOTHING WON

The farmer, when he sows his seed,
Has faith that in the fertile soil,
He'll grow the harvest of his hopes.
And find reward for all his toil.

Perchance 'twill be that parasites,
Or sudden blight, or early frost,
Will threaten what he hopes to gain,
And jeopardize his labor’s cost.

Yet his fixed plan he carries out,
Nor for a moment stays his hand;
And thus he wins his harvest goal,
And has new wealth at his command.

In every quest some hazard lies,
But this should never hopes destroy;
Nor check our purpose, lessen toil,
However much it may annoy.

Resolve, and struggle hard to win;
Undaunted be at barriers high;
Scale each, or make a bold attempt,
And yours the merit if you try.

Success has many open doors
To faith that dares and lives to do;
And he’s the hero God will crown,
Who fights his every battle through.

—I. P. Patch
THE GOAL OF GOOD DEEDS

What humanity needs is the practice of deeds
That will help some brother today;

For the burdens of life, the stress of its strife,
Often cause one to fall by the way.

Too much of life’s care, of its burdens to bear,
May discourage and cause sad complaint;

And the time for your deed, whatever your creed,
Is when one is ginking and faint.

'Tis the record we make for humanity’s sake,
In the end we will find that is best;

And the comforts in grief, in deeds give relief,
Measures up to Samaritan test.

If the hungry yon feed and the wanderer lead
To a refuge of shelter and care;

Or to danger's quick call, you respond, risking all,
You will wealth of true gratitude share.

But if neighbors you cheat, try your fellow to beat,
And make profiteering your game;

In the end you will rue the false things you do,
When caught in the net of your shame.

Page 17
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"And God saw every thing that he
had made, and, behold, it was very
good. And the evening and the morn-
ing were the sixth day" (Genesis 1:31).

s even times Genesis 1 states that God
considered what He had made in His
magnificent ability to create and saw
that it was good. When he finished the
total work of creation He said it was
vely good. This statement reveals that
God sees all things.

That all-seeing eye looks at
everything. Nothing escapes His sight.

Somehow as the years come and go,
we have a tendency to forget that God
sees everything we do. We can easily fail
to fear the Lord, respect the Lord, rev-
erence the Lord. When we no longer re-
spect and honor God, we do not do the
things God wants us to do.

Some years after God saw that His
creation was very good, "GOD saw that
the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil con-
tinually. And it repented the LORD that
he had made man on the earth, and it
grieved him at his heart. And the LORD
said, I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the earth; both
man, and beast, and the creeping thing,
and the fowls of'the air; for it repenteth
me that I have made them" (Genesis
6:5-7).

After He had seen the beauty of His
creation, He later became grieved by
man's actions, so that He decided to de-
stroy everything He had made for man's
convenience. But then-and this is God
at work at His greatest-Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord. One man
found grace in the eyes ofthe Lord. The
earth was corrupt before God and fill-
ed with violence, but in the midst of
these serious conditions, God almighty
told the one man who had found grace
in His eyes to build an ark. Almighty
God, even in His grief, did not destroy
all mankind from the face of'the earth,
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The AJJSeeing Eye

by Nathaniel A. Urshan

because He saw one man who was
faithful to Him.

In Exodus 2:23-25, the Israelites who
were in bondage in Egypt cried out to
God for deliverance. As we read these
verses, we note that God is looking at
this world: "God heard their groaning,
and God remembered His covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.
And God looked upon the children of
Israel, and God had respect unto them."
The Lord does not forget His promises.

It may at times seem that God is not
concerned about you. Let me halt your
doubts. He is concerned about all man-
kind. He & "not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to re-
pentance" (II Peter 3:9). In His search
after mankind, He has always looked
for somebody somewhere. He is infinite,
but He has a concern for finite man.

God Looks at Both the Outer
and Inner Life

I Samuel 16:7 talks about a man
whom God called to lead His people.
God saw the heart of David and found
him to be a man after His own heart.

God did not merely look at the outer
man, but He looked at the inner man.
This fact is not an excuse for following
carnal fashions and putting on worldly
trinkets. God did not mean that we
should ignore the outer man. But He
was looking at a man who really loved
Him down deep inside.

The New Testament teaches that ifwe
cleanse the inside then we will also take
care of the outside.

The Lord saw David. No one thought
this young man was qualified, but God
saw his heart, and David was a man who
sought God with his heart.

The Lord also sees when His people
become discouraged. The prophet Eli-
jah reached a point of discouragement,
as I Kings 19:14 reveals: "And he said,

continued on page 18





GRSHAN continued

I have been very jealous for the LORD
God of hosts: because the children of
Israel have forsaken thy covenant,
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy
prophets with the sword; and I, even I
only, am left; and they seek my life, to
take it away." Prophets get discourag-
ed. The people of God often get terribly
discouraged at trying to do the right
thing.

Elijah felt that he was the only per-
son who was trying to do right. But the
Lord answered him, "Yet I have left me
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees
which have not bowed unto Baal, and
every mouth which hath not kissed him"
(I Kings 19:18).

When you think you are all alone in
trying to stand for righteousness and
holiness, do not forget that there are
many other people who have never
bowed to the gods of this world. They
are standing just as strong as you stand.
That is encouraging to us who are try-
ing to preach the gospel.

Where Does National Corruption Start?

God sees the hypocrisy of political
and religious situations in a nation. He
sees it from the top to the bottom.

In many instances we think that the
problems of our nation stem from the
politicians, but God does not start with
the politician. He starts with the spirit-
ual life of a nation. (See Ezekiel
22:23-31.) The spiritual life of a nation
is the most important thing for a na-
tion's well-being. Make the pulpit silent
and you have lost the voice of God.
Close up the pulpit with its strong
preaching and you have a nation on its
way to hell. God starts with the proph-
ets, and He tells us that they have rav-
ened the prey, taken the spoil, and been
dishonest in what they are doing.

There is no place in the United Pen-
tecostal Church for spiritual leadership
to be crooked or dishonest or hypocrit-
ical. If we are going to be ready for the
coming of the Lord, we bad better start
cleansing our garments, and the cleans-
ing must start with the prophets.

This is a direct message from God.
God saw the condition of the nation of
Israel. The prophets devoured the peo-
ple, took the treasure, and made many

widows among them. Furthermore, the
priests did not make a difference be-
tween the profane and the holy.

Some may say that preaching about
holiness gets old, but we ought to be
holy people because we serve a holy
God. We must make a difference be-
tween the profane and the holy. There
is a difference between what is unclean
and whet is clean. If we do not declare
and make a difference between them, we
will have on our hands absolute confu-
sion. We JVil have a drifting people and
a drifting church. When we make a dif-
ference between the clean and unclean,
the profane and the holy, everybody
knows where we stand.

We do not have to make the pulpit a
place of enticing words of men's wis-
dom. We must face the real issues: we
are living in a world filled with profani-
ty, unholiness, and every dirty, pervert-
ed, degenerate thing we can imagine.

When the pulpit stops sounding against

these ungodly actions, we are in trouble.
It is not the politicians that start a na-
tion's decline; it is the church that starts
the problem.

The pulpit has more strength than we
may think. The Word of God has more
power than we may think. When we be-
gin to understand how important it is to
make a difference between the clean and
unclean, we become a mature body of
people. When the people learn that the
preacher is not trying to be hard on them
but is trying to get them ready for the
Rapture, they say, "Amen, praise God,
hallelujah."

After God dealt with the prophets and
the priests in Ezekiel 22:25-26, verse 27
describes the princes, or the politicians.
The princes of the land had stooped to
areas of destruction against humanity.
Why? Because religious leaders became
weak.

"Her prophets have daubed them
with untempered mortar" (Ezekiel
22:28). Untempered mortar is something
that will not hold anything together. Un-
tempered mortar is just slime that has
no stickability. The prophets actually
began to speak lies, telling the people
that they were doing all right and say-
ing, "Thus saith the Lord GOD," when
He had not spoken.

When you say "Thus saith the Lord
God," you had better be sure you are
staying with the Word of God. When
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you are outside of the Book, you are
outside of the Word of God. You are
heaping destruction upon not only your-
self but also our land.

The trouble in a nation does not start
with a politician. It starts with the
church-with the ministry. If the church
does not declare righteousness, the na-
tion is. in trouble.

The situation in the nation of Israel
continued to deteriorate: "The people
of the land have used oppression, and
exercised robbery, and have vexed the
poor and needy: yea, they have op-
pressed the stranger wrongfully" (Ezek-
iel 22:29). At this point the people began
to participate in evil.

"And I sought for a man among
them" (Ezekiel 22:30). This statement
is troubling. Noah found grace in the
eyes of the Lord and God saved humani-
ty. But God looked at the situation in
Israel and said that He looked for an
intercessor and could not find one man.
Then He voiced judgment against the
people.

The Frustrated Preacher

Despite discouraging circumstances in
our time, the man of God must not be-
come % frustrated that he quits. Jere
miah reached that point once. When he
preached the people made fun of him:
"For since I spake, I cried out, I cried
violence and spoil; because the word of
the LORD was made a reproach unto
me, and a derision, daily" (Jeremiah
20:8). He would preach and they would
deride him. He would preach and the
Word of God was a reproach to him. He
got frustrated, the same frustration you
experience when you try to stand tall
and strong and declare the truth.

Jeremiah decided not to preach any
more, but he could not hold back: "His
word was in mine heart as a burning fire
shut up in my bones" (Jeremiah 20:9).
He thought he would not preach in
God's name anymore, but His Word
was like fire in his bones, and he went
before the people and preached again.

His peers watched him to see what he
was going to do. They waited for him
to slip, to stop preaching (Jeremiah
20:10). But they did not see a preacher
who quit, because a fire from God burn-
ed in his heart.





A People with a Strong Vow

In Jeremiah 35:2 God told the pro-
phet to go to the house of the Rechabites
and give them wine. This was not the
normal thing for a prophet to do, but
the Lord was trying to teach Jeremiah
a lesson. When we take a stand for God,
when we take stands against unholiness,
when we take a prolife stand, when we
take a stand for the things that are right,
we may have all kinds of criticism and
all kinds of opposition, but we must
stand. When we have done all that God
asks of us, we must then stand in His
truth.

Jeremiah went to the Rechabites and
told them to drink wine (Jeremiah
35:5-8). But the Rechabites were a peo-
ple who had taken a vow. They would
not drink wine, for their vow and con-
viction was strong. They refused to for-
sake the vow of their father.

There are people whose inheritance
has kept them strong through the years,
and we have an inheritance to continue
to declare the truth of almighty God.

We have an inheritance to declare the

Pentecostal baptism of the Holy Ghost,
speaking with other tongues. We have
an inheritance to speak about Acts 2:38
and baptism in Jesus' name.

Recently eighteen students at a fund-
amentalist college were baptized in
Jesus' name at one of our churches. The
school expelled three of them because
they refused to stop attending our
church and talking about the Acts 2:38
message. A newspaper reporter in-
vestigated this incident and wrote that
the United Pentecostal Church was
simply following the accounts in the
Book of Acts. We have an apostolic
heritage, and we must hold fast to it.

Because of the Rechabites' commit-
ment, God said they would never lack
a man to stand in the presence of God
forever (Jeremiah 35:18-19). Through
them God taught the prophet that there
was a people who would not break their
VOw.

We Are Indebted

The United Pentecostal Church is go-
ing to keep the vow of its pioneers. We
are going to keep the vow of our fathers.

Our pastor from St. Petersburg, Rus-
sia, is with us in our General Con-
ference. It so happened that my father
began the Pentecostal revival in Russia.
The Pentecostals there have held fast to
the teachings they received. They have
never gone back on them. This pastor
said to our international conference in
Amsterdam in 1989, "While you rejoic-
ed in your Western freedom, while you
shouted and danced in your aisles, we
walked through the wilderness and kept
the faith." Now there is freedom in
Russia to preach everywhere-to baptize
in public rivers.

Four hundred Russian pastors were
put in jail and never seen again. One wo-
man was operated on surgically and
made a vegetable because she would not
recant the faith. They went through hor-
rible things.

Pastor Shatrov told us at this con-
ference that one local Communist in
Russia made it very hard on their peo-
ple and children in his city. This leader
did everything to degrade the believers
in God. One day while he was walking
down the streets of the city he was struck
by lightning and immediately killed.
Then while he lay in his casket in his
home, he was struck by lightning a se-
cond time. The clothes on his body were
burned. Some may say it was coin-
cidence, but he was struck a third time,
for when they were putting him in the
ground, lightning hit the casket. The
message from above was, "Don't fool
with My people. I'm the God ofheaven
and earth."

God saw the hardness of the Soviet
government against religion. Now it is
evident that religion did not cease in
Russia as the government thought it
would. Christians are coming out of
their underground churches everywhere,
and thousands of Russian people are be-
ing converted. The atheistic government
of the Soviet Union was not able to stop
the church. No government can stop the
church. When Jesus died on the cross,
He made a show of principalities and
powers, triumphing over them in His
death and resurrection (Colossians
2:14-15).

We are not in a losing battle. We are
in a victorious group. Victory is ours.
The battle has already been fought. The
victory has already been won for us
through Jesus Christ. "Thanks be to

Pentecostal Herald * January, 1992 o 19

God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Corinthians
15:57).

Let us think upon His name. He is the
healer of every disease. He is the Savior
of-every soul. He is the Redeemer of all
mankind. He is the most lovely figure
who ever walked upon the shores of
time. There is nobody like Jesus. We
need to think upon His name, for a
book of remembrance was written of
those who thought upon His name (Mal-
achi 3:16). God keeps books. He sees
and hears those who think about His
name.

The Harvest Is Now

The husbandman is waiting for the
precious fruit of the earth (James 5:7-8).
When will He take His fruit from the
earth? That is His secret, but He is wait-
ing for the harvest to be completed.
Now is the greatest opportunity for re-
vival that we have ever had to see peo-
ple come to God.

Perhaps one sign of the coming of the
Lord is that Jewish groups are seeking
to restore Temple worship; one group
is actively pursuing the purchase of red
heifers from one of our ministers for use
in future sacrifices. Prophecy of the end
time is being fulfilled. Surely the com-
ing of the Lord is near.

"And God saw . . . that it was very
good." God knows where His church is,
and He knows how to bring His church
to the forefront. The Lord knows what
His church is doing.

The Lord is coming soon, and we
need to be ready to meet Him. We are
going to stand strong for the truth that
our forefathers have delivered to us. We
are going to make a difference between
the clean and the unclean, the profane
and the holy. We are going to stand

| strong with this truth, because this is the

truth that can save the world. Pff

Nathaniel A. Urshan is.the-general
superintendent -of.the United P&lte.
costal Church Internatiomi.; This:mes-
sage;. preached:at the General Confer-
ence-at °Indianapolis, Indiana-, 0 Oc-
tober: .199i, has been condensed and
editedfor publication.











The Way of Genuine Prayer

|  "Prayer” is one of those words that everyone seems
| to know, but finds hard to put a definition of into
# words. Some say that prayer is talking to God;
however, when we pray, God seems to talk to us.
So this definition does not seem to be sufficient.
Others say that prayer is asking God for the things
we need and want. But for the Christian, this
definition seems o inadequate. What really is prayer?
The best simple definition is this: "Prayer is
communication between God and an individual." It is
the only way that we can communicate with Him. We
cannot write God a letter. We cannot get in touch
with Him over the telephone, nor can we get Him on

' the radio. Prayer is the only way that we can have
| direct communication with God. We must admit in the
very beginning that there are some questions about
prayer that we cannot answer. Most Christians feel
that prayer is simple. If they are called to give a
devotion, they feel that th.,can al-ways talk about
prayer. But prayer is not that simple. It is a
wonderful privilege, but there are some great

questions that we cannot answer about it. We should
be careful that we do not allow our lack of under- §
standing to cause us to neglect to pray. Do you let your §
lack of understanding about electricity keep you from
using it? Or your lack of understanding about radio from
listening to it? Or even your lack of understanding about |§
love, from loving? '

The disciples came to Jesus one day and said, "Lord, §
teach us to pray." It seems significant that they never |
asked Him to teach them how to preach. Nor did He
ever suggest that He teach them to preach. Evidently,
they had seen and heard Him pray to the Father and [
knew that there was something about this thing called [§
prayer that they did not understand. So Jesus taught
them to pray. This shows us how important prayer [
really is. ‘

Jesus taught the disciples to pray, and He invited $
them to pray. Moreover, He gave them many parables |
about prayer to encourage them to pray and to learn
more about how to pray as they ought.
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My question is based upon the verse **. . .Master, we
saw one casting out devils in thy name; and we forbade
him, because he followeth not with us. And Jesus said
unto him, Forbid him nol: for he that is not against us
is for us” (Luke 9:49, 50). Since many of us do not
believe in fellowshipping those who are not of our
““belief,” how can we expect o win them?

Notice that Jesus did not tell John to go and “join
up” with whoever it was doing a good work in His
name, but simply said, “Forbid him not.” In other
words, leave the door open for this one to come in and
walk in the true ways of the Lord,

We, too, shall do well to refrain from fighting anyone
who is doing good, as far as he knows. We cannot,
however, sacrifice truth that has been revealed to us, to
fellowship those in error, even though they have a
portion of truth. They can come over to the FULL
TRUTH, they can follow Jesus with us, but we cannot
go over to them.

For example: Aquila and Priscilla never went over
to the limited beliefs of Apollos, even though he had
some truth, They rather took Apollos unto them, and
expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.
(Read Acts 18:24.26.)

We can honor the portion of truth accepted by our
trinitarian friends, we can show them that we love
them, but we cannot sacrifice what God has revealed
to us, in order to have their fellowship. To have such
fellowship, we would have to agree to keep quiet about
the truth of the Oneness of the Godhead and baptism
in the name of Jesus. This we dare not do! We must
retain and declare the knowledge of God that has been
revealed to us, in order to be saved. (Read Romans
1:28; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

Furthermore, if the methods used in many of the so-
called campaigns of deliverance, salvation and
healing—practiced hy those who profess the Holy
Ghost experience, and who specialize in signs and
wonders—are right, then we are wrong, along with the
Apostles who gave-us the Book of Acts.

God confirms His Word, and has confirmed it, with
signs and wonders. But not all signs and wonders are
evidence that those who do them are preaching the
irue plan of salvation. The Scripture says, “To the law
and to the testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them”
{Isaiah 8:21). Solomon said, “Buy the truth, and sell it
not” (Proverbs 23:23).

Please explain the word “‘helps,” found listed among
the ministries of the church (1 Corinthians 12:28).

One of Webster’s definitions is this: *“to give
assistance; to be cooperative, useful or beneficial.”
Certainly that person who is always ready to assist in
any way that is needful is helpful. It has been observed
that certain individuals in the church are always ready
to do many of the little things that should be done.
There is a man in our church who is so faithful that it
almost seems if I think loudly about something that
should be done, he will do it.

Then there are those who help in the conducting of
services, and who always stand ready to be called upon
by the pastor. In every church there are many things to
be done, and so many ways in which people can assist,
Helpers are always more than welcome,

Remember, too, that a helper must be willing to
listen to advice and instructions, and be submissive to
the one he endeavors to help.

IN MEMORIAM

United Pentecostal minister Yancy Walker
McVay passed away in Prichard, Alabama,
February 8, 1972, at the age of 76.

He was baptized in Jesus’ name and received
the Holy Ghost in 1932. During his ministry, he
pastored several churches in Mississippi and
Louisiana. He also served extensively as an
evangelist.

Taking part in the funeral service were
Brothers W, L. Kemp, Earl Bodiford, and Alfred
Laprary. United Pentecostal ministers served as
pall bearers.

Surviving are his widow, Spivie, three
daughters, two sons, and other relatives. Please
pray for them.







be saved?”

Peter replied, “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).
The Pulpit Commentary notes, “"We
have in this short verse the sum-
mary of Christian doctrine as
regards man and God” (Volume 18,
Acts, p. 54). Peter continued: “The
promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God
shall call” (Acts 2:39).

With those simple but powerful
words, the apostles outlined the
proper response of mankind to the
gospel of Jesus Christ. On that first
day of the church, approximately
3000 Jews, many of whom prob-
ably bore personal guilt for the
crucifixion of Jesus, accepted this
message and found the answer to
the central question of life. In the
years after Pentecost, the apostolic
church proclaimed this message to
the rest of the worid, The Samari-
tans received it (Acts 8:14-17), the
Gentiles received it (Acts 10:44-48),
and the discipies of John at Ephe-
sus received it (Acts 19:1-6). This
message with its command and
promise extends even to our day.

Repentance

The first step in securing eternal
life is repentance, which literally
means a turn from sin to God.
Repentance is a change of heart,
mind, and direction. It involves
recoghition of sin, confession of
sin, godly sorrow for sin, and a
decision to forsake sin.

Repentance from sin is a prereg-
uisite for forgiveness of sin and a
spiritual relationship with God.
When someone repents, he submits
his will to the will of God. No longer
does he seek merely his own sur-
vival and temporary self-gratifica-
tion. Rather, he seeks to fulfill the
true purpose for his existence,
which is to live for God and to in-
herit eternal life.

Water Baptism

After someone repents, God's
Word commands him to be bap-
tized in water in the name of Jesus
for the remission of sins. Baptism
is a confession of faith in Christ,
Immersion in water symbolizes the
burial of the old, sinful lifestyle
with Christ. Invoking the name of
Jesus in faith shows reliance on
Jesus as the only Savior and makes
the power, authoerity, and presence
of Jesus available to the believer.

When the repentant believer is
baptized, God honors his obedient
faith by washing away his sins.
Upon repentance and water bap-
tism, then, God delivers the believ-
er from the penalty of sin. He can
now discover the joy of life as God

intended it—free from the power of.

sin—free to inherit eternal li_fe.

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit

After repentance and water bap-
tism the seeker Is ready to receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. When the
repentant seeker opens his heart in
faith, he will be immersed in and
filled with God's Spirit. From this
moment on, God's Spirit begins to
dwell in his life, imparting divine
power that enables him to live a
holy life and to be a llving witness
of Christ's saving ability. The recip-
ient will speak in other tongues as
the Spirit gives utterance, just as
the disciples did on the Day of
Pentecost,

The same answer given to the
Jews on the first day of the church
came to others who sought for
truth. These people came from dif-
ferent backgrounds, but they found
the same answer to their need of
salvation.

The Zealous Religionist

As the Christian church began to
grow and proclaim the gospel it en-
countered much opposition and
persecution from the Jewish hierar-
chy, who attacked it as heresy. One
of the most violent of these Jewish
opponents was Saul of Tarsus, a
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highly educated man who believed
he was advancing God’s cause by
imprisoning and murdering Chris-
tians.

As Saul traveled to Damascus to
persecute Christians in that city,
God struck him to the ground with
a bright light from heaven. "Who
are thou, Lord?” Saul questioned,
and the Lord replied “I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest” (Acts 9:5).

When Saul realized he was actual-
ly fighting against God, he had a
change of heart. He asked, "Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?”
(Acts 9:6). The zealous religionist
finally recognized his sin, the in-
adequacy of his traditional beliefs,
and his need of salvation. He asked
the most important question a
human can ask.

To provide the answer, the Lord
directed him to a disciple at
Damascus named Ananias. Anani-
as prayed for Saul to be filled with
the Holy Spirit and baptized him in
the name of Jesus (Acts 9:17-18;
22:186). Saul, better known as the
Apostle Paul, joined the ranks of
those who received the Spirit with
the sign of tongues; he later wrote,
“] thank my God, |1 speak with
tongues mare than ye all” (I Corin-
thians 14:18).

The Sincere Worshiper

In the city of Caesarea a devout
Roman soldier named Cornelius
worshiped God, giving alms to the
poor and praying continually, Cor-
nelius was a centurion, a captain
over one hundred men. Since he
was a Gentile, the Jews did not
think of him as a candidate for
salvation.

Cornelius had never heard the
agospel preached, but he was
sincere in his search for God.
Because of his earnest prayer, the
Lord sent an angel to him in a vi-
sion. The angel directed him to the
Apostle Peter, promising Cornelius
that Peter would have the message
of salvation (Acts 11:14), Cornelius
was seeking salvation, and God






always rewards the diligent seeker
(Flebrews 11:6).

When Peter came to the house of
Cornelius, he preached Jesus
Christ and the remission of sins
through His name, As Peter spoke,
Cornelius and his household be-
lieved and repented. Before Peter
could finish his message, they
received the Holy Spirit with the in-
disputable evidence of speaking in
tongues. Then Peter commanded
them to be baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus (Acts 10:44-48).

The Desperate Fagan

Paul and Silas were on a mission-
ary journey when the magistrates
of Philippi, a city in Macedonia, ar-
rested them for preaching the
gospel. They were beaten and cast
into prison, but at midnight, as
they prayed and sang praises to
God, the Lord sent an earthquake
to deliver them.

The jailer, who supposed that all
the prisoners had escaped and who
knew that his own life would be
taken under Roman law for his
failure of duty, drew his sword to
commit suicide. Paul and Silas
called out and stopped him before
he used his deadly weapon.

The jailer evidently realized that
God had sent the earthquake on
behalf of Paul and Silas. Although
a pagan, he recognized them as
men of God and became convicted
of his sins. In his desperation he
cried, “Sirs, what must 1 do to be
saved?” (Acts 16:30). They
answered, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved” (Acts 16:31),

This brief answer, given in a mo-
ment of crisis, summarizes the way
of salvation. If this pagan would
turn from his false gods and put
complete faith in Jesus as his only
God and Savior he would be saved.

Paul and Silas knew that faith in
Jesus includes obedience to the
gospel, specifically repentance,
water baptism, and the baptism of
the Spirit. Jesus Himself had linked

these inseparably with faith in Him.
“Repent ye and believe the gospel”
(Mark 1:15). “He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved” (Mark
16:16). “He that believeth on me, as
the scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living
water. (But this spake he of the
Spirit, which they that believe on
him should receive...)” {John
7:38-39).

The jailer took Paul and 5ilas to
his home, where they preached the
Word of God to him, explaining in
full what faith in Jesus encom-

passed. When he believed, the mis-
sionaries baptized him (that same
hour—midnight) and he received
an experience that caused nim to
rejoice (Acts 16:32-34). Although it
is_not stated that he received the
Spiritit is probable that He did, for
the kingdom of God is righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the
Heoly Ghost (Romans 14:17). If he
truly “believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ” in accordance with the
Word of God, then he received the
baptism of the Spirit with the sign
of tongues (Acts 11:15-17).

Conclusion

This brief survey of New Testa-
ment conversion accounts brings
into sharp focus God’s instructions

for our age. The message applies

equally to all, whether poor or rich,
educated or uneducated, devout or
profane, Jew, Samaritan, or Gen-
tile. The guilty crowd, the zealous
religionist, the sincere worshiper,
the desperate pagan—all needed
and all received the same answer.

How do we find life's true purpose
and ultimate meaning? How can we
receive forgiveness of sins? How
can we be restored to fellowship
with God? How can we receive

power fo overcome sin on a daily
basis? How can we escape the
penalty of eternal death and
receive the promise of eternal life?
How can we be saved? In short,
what must we do?

The authoritative answer of the
New Testament church is simple yet
powerful and complete: we are to
place complete faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, thereby repenting of
sins, being baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and receiving the gift of the
Holy Ghost. Both the command
and the promise are ours! O

REPENIANCE LKD) FORGIVENESS

{Cantintediitominagels)

crimson, they shall be as wool”
(Isaiah 1:18).

The same God that made these
promises said, “Let there be light:
and there was light”; He said, “Let
the earth bring forth grass, the
herb yielding seed, and the fruit
tree yielding fruit after his kind,
whose seed is in itself, upon the
earth: and it was so.” He also said,
“Let the waters bring forth abun-
dantly the moving creature that
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hath life, and fowl that may fly
above the earth. ... All of these
things our eyes have seen. There-
fore, if we have repented, every
time we see heaven's light, we can
say. "My sins are forgiven.” Every
time we eat a piece of fruit, we can
say. "My sins are forgiven”; and
every time we see a bird fly in the
sky. we can say, "My sins are
forgiven!” O
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By O. F. Fauss

Please explain 1 Corinthians 11:10, which reads: “For
this cause ought the woman to have power on her
head because of the angels.” I de not cut my hair,
neither do I dye it, and I am not looking for an excuse
to do so, but I would like ta know just what this verse
means.

To explain this tenth verse, let us begin with the
preceding verses. Verse 3 declares that the head of
every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the
man; and the head of Christ is God. Verses 4-6 declare:
“Every man praying or prophesying, having his head
covered, dishonoureth his head, But every woman that
prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered
dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one (or the
same) as if she were shaven. For if the woman be not
covered, let her also be shorn (even as a man is shorn):
but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven
(the same as a man), let her be covered.”

Here let us note just what Paul means by the
“covered” and ‘“uncovered” head. In verse 15 he
plainly states: “But if a woman have long hair, it is a
glory to her: for her hair is given her for a
COVERING.”

In verse 7 Paul said that a man should not cover his
head, and added, in verse 14, “. . .if a man have long
hair, it is a shame unto him." Man should not cover his
head ". . .forasmuch as he is the image of God: but the
woman is the glory of the man. For the man is not of
the woman; but the woman of the man. Neither was the
man created for the woman; but the woman for the
man” (verses 7-9).

Then, in verse 10, Paul said, “For this cause ought
the woman to have power on her head because of the
angels.” The power here refers to the sign of the
husband's authority. The woman, in her place,
recognizes the man as her head, sven as the man
recognizes Christ as his head.

Paul had already declared the importance of a
woman's head being covered by her long hair (verse
15). Then to emphasize what he said, he added the
phrase, "because of the angels.” But you may ask,
“Why are angels mentioned? Do angels pay any
attention to us here on earth?”’ Let the following
Scripture quotations answer this.
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“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them
that fear him, and delivereth them” (Psalm 34:7).

“For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to
keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in
their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone”
(Psalm 91:11, 12). Even the Devil recognized this as
God's Word, and tried~to use it in tempting Jesus
(Matthew 4:6). ;

In Hebrews 1.7, Paul says, "And of the angels he
saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers
a flame of fire.” Then in verse 14 he asks, "Are they
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?” Further, in
comparing the old and the new covenants, he declares,
“Buf ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels” (Febrews 12:22).

Because of the angels, a woman should never show a
spirit of rebellion by cutting her hair, Her long hair is a
sign of her subjection to the God-ordained authority
which He established in giving to Adam the very first
woman, Eve.

EVANGELISTIC ECHOES

Muscatine, lowa—On November 28, 1971, the First
United Pentecostal Church of Muscatine lowa was born in
an old store building at 1309 Hershey Ave. There was six
charter members. Seven adults were present in the first
Sunday School.

God has richly blessed the church. Even from the begin-
ning, we have had a gradual increase in number, along
with great Spiritual uplift.

We were blessed with a revival in October 1972, Brother
Sherman Hampton and wife were our evangelists. Threse
were born into the kingdom of God, and our souls were
refreshed.

With a steady increase, we moved into our permanent
church home on November 1, 1973: a beautiful church
building at 922 Hancock, purchased {rom another
organjzation.

Since moving, we have had a continuous revival. Five
have received the Holy Ghost, and nine have been bap-
tized in the name of Jesus. Our Sunday School at-
tendance is in the thirties, with a record attendance of 46.
We have broken our record four times since moving into
our new building.

W. A. Wilson, Pasior

Brather and Sister Wilson and church in Muscatine, Towa
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ly answer to this type of situation
is to repent or perish. (See Luke
13:3.)

Faith in Repentance

The common denominator be-
fween man and every spiritual ex-
perience with God is faith. In
Hebrews 11:6 we read, “But without
faith it is impossible to please him;
for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.” While no man is saved
by faith alone, he is Justified by
faith. This means that, though he
is not worthy of the favors of
Almighty God, his faith in God and
in the Word of God qualifies him to
be a recipient of the promises of
God, providing he meets the condi-
tions.

The purpose of repentance is
forgiveness and, eventually, remis-
sion of sins. To the sinner Peter
commanded, “"Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins. . " {Acts 2:38). Just the work
of repenting and being baptized
will not bring forgiveness and
remission of sins; but when we,
with compiete faith in the inspired
Word of God, obey this command-
ment, it works—God forgives us,
and water baptism washes away
our sins. (See Acts 22:16.)

One of Satan's oldest tricks
against the believer is to attempt
to cause that person who has truly
repented to question whether he is
really forgiven. This fact is reflected
in the story of the palsied man at
Capernaum who was dispatched
through the roof of the house
where Jesus was preaching. “When
Jesus saw their faith, he said unto
the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins
be forgiven thee” (Mark 2:5). Cer-
tain scribes who heard the Lord
questioned whether the man's sins
were indeed forgiven. “When Jesus
perceived in his spirit that they so
reasoned within themselves, he
said unto them, Why reason ye

these things in your hearts?
Whether is it easier to say to the
sick of the palsy, Thy sins be
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and
take up thy bed, and walk? But that
ye may know that the Son of man
hath power on earth to forgive sins,
(he saith to the sick of the palsy,)
I say unto thee, Arise, and take up
thy bed, and go thy way into thine
house, And immediately he arose,
took up the bed, and went forth
before them all” (Mark 2:8-12),

There are some gifts of God that
cannof be seen by the human eye;
but ail the spoken Word of God that
is evident to man's eyes confirm
that everything He declares to be,
though undetected by visible
evidence, is nevertheless true.
When Philip in John 14 asked Jesus
to show him the Father, Jesus
responded, “He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father”; then in verse
eleven He added, “Believe me that
] am in the Father, and the Father
in me: or else believe me for the
very works’ sake.” Philip had seen
Christ command the sea to be
calm, and it was; he had heard
Jesus say, “Lazarus, come forth,”
and he did; he had beheld the five
loaves and two fishes multiply in
the Master's hands; he had ob-
served the Lord as He opened blind
eyes and healed all manner of
diseases; so if for no other reason,
Philip should believe the words, i
am in the Father, and the Father in
me.”

After Jesus’ resurrection, ten of
His apostles gathered in a room to
discuss the happenings of the past
few days. Suddenly the Lord Him-
self appeared unto them. They were
startled; for even though the
women had reported to them that
Jesus had risen, they had not
believed.

Jesus, knowing their doubt,
asked for bread and fish to eat that
they might see for themselves that
He was not just a spirit. They were
then convinced that He had risen
from the dead. Later, when they
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tried to convince Thomas, who had
not been there with the other
apostles, of Christ's resurrection,
he said, “Except 1 shall see in his
hands the print of the nails, and
put my finger into the print of the
nails, and thrust my hand into his
side, 1 will not believe” {John
20:25).

The Scripture relates that after
eight days the disciples, along with
Thomas, assembled together
again, and as before Jesus ap-
peared in their midst. This time He
invited Thomas to step forward and
place his finger in the Lord’s hand
and place his hand in the Lord’s
side. All doubt removed, Thomas
answered, "My Lord and my God.”

Then Jesus said to him, "Thom-
as, because thou hast seen me,
thou hast believed: blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet
have believed” {(John 20:29). The
word blessed in this verse of Scrip-
ture means “happy” The world
says, "Seeing is believeing’; but
Jesus taught us that happy is the
person who believes even though
he cannot see, We have seen
enough of the Word of God fuifilled
to believe that all of it is true. “For
the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eter-
nal power and Godhead” (Romans
1:20),

The Word of God promises for-
giveness to those who repent; and,
as stated in Hebrews 11, faith is the
evidence of things not seen. We
know our sins are forgiven because
it is written, “If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). “I,
even |, am he that blotteth cut thy
transgressions for mine own sake,
and will not remember thy sins”
(Isaiah 4£3:25). "Though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like

(Turn to page 11)







“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37).

WIHIAT MIUST WIE IDO¥

“Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30).

Sooner or later, we must all face
the central questions of human
existence: Why are we here? Where
are we going? What should we do,
what must we do, with our lives?

Throughout history, men and
women have attained the pinnacle
of wealth, fame, and power only to
discover to their dismay that hap-
piness, contentment, peace of
mind, and joy were still beyond
their reach. In the end, death
equalizes everyone. In the final
analysis all that matters is the
spiritual question, “What must we
do?”

We find the answer to this essen-
tial question in the Bible, the Word
of God. God created us in His im-
age as rational, moral, spiritual be-
ings so that we could love, worship,
serve, and commune with Him.
Man's sinful disobedience has
broken his original fellowship with
God and defaced the divine image
he bears. Consequently, the central
need of mankind is to receive
forgiveness of sins and restoration
of fellowship with God. Without this
work of salvation, a person cannot
fulfill God's original purpose for his
existence, nor can he find true
peace, joy, and satisfaction.

The Bible explains how a person
can receive salvation, thereby

[ ]

Brother Bernard is the Assistant
Vice President of Jackson College
of Ministries. He is also the author
of In Search of Holiness, The
Oneness of God, and The New
Birth.

bringing eternal meaning and pur-
pose to his existence. In particular,
it reveals God's ultimate solution to
the human dilemma. In the New
Testament we find that men and
women came to grip with the soul-
searching question, “What must we
do?” and how they received the
answer from God.

The Apostolic Answer

Just before the ascension of
Jesus, He commanded His disci-
ples to wait in Jerusalem until they
were baptized with the Holy Ghost
(or Holy Spirit). About 120 of them,
including the apostles, Mary the
mother of Jesus, and the half
brothers of Jesus, gathered in an
upper room to await this un-
precedented experience with God
that would impart supernatural
power.

On the Jewish feast day of
Pentecost, which was fifty days
after Passover, the Holy Spirit
descended upon the expectant
believers and filled them. By the
Spirit’s power they began to speak
miraculously in other tongues
{languages they did not know).

As the news of this tinusual event
spread, thousands in the city
gathered to see what was happen-
ing. Many of the onlookers were
Jews from foreign lands who had
come to Jerusalem to celebrate
Passover and Pentecost, and they
heard the uneducated Galilean
disciples miraculously speaking in
the various languages of their
hore countries. Some of them
mocked the Spirit-filled disciples

—_

By David K. Bernard

and accused them of being intoxi-
cated.

But others seriously considered
what they saw and wondered af the
miracle they witnessed. They
listened to Peter who stood with the
eleven other apostles to explain
that they were seeing the fulfill-
ment of Joel's prophecy: “In the
last days, saith God, I will pour out
of my Spirit upon all flesh” (Acts
2:17). Peter also preached to them
about Jesus Christ, declaring that
“[Jesus)] hath shed forth this, which
ye now see and hear. . . .Therefore
let all the house of Israel know
assuredly, that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have cruci-
fied, both Lord and Christ” {Acts
2:33, 56).

Many in the crowd had evidently
participated in the mob that
demanded the crucifixicn of Jesus
less than two months earlier. Now
as they witnessed the Spirit of God
filling and aneinting the disciples,
they became convinced of the Lord-
ship of Jesus. When they were con-
fronted with their crucifixion of the
Lord and Messiah, “they were
pricked in their heart, and said un-
to Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what
shall we do?” {Acts 2:37). In other
words they asked, "How can we
receive forgiveness for our sin of re-
Jecting and murdering Jesus? How
can we now accept Jesus as Lord
and Messiah? What must we do to
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night-fighting, modern artillery, guns and
rocketry for anti-aircraft defences, remote-
controlled anti-tank weapons, fractor-driven
fnine-throwers, ete.

The Egyptian Army has also received
radar installation which record troop move-
ments at a distance of about 25 miles,”

The Midnight Cry, Deec. 1968.
¥ * # * %

If the great armed forces now being
built up in the Middle East ever attack
Israel, they will most certainly destroy it

completely, unless God intervenes in a very .

unusual way. But if He does, can it be any-
thing else than fulfillment of Ezekiel 38 and
397 L. N.

A PRAYER FOR REVIVAL

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray;
earth’s night is dark—and many go astray,
the fire of love for souls is burning low, Oh!
send Thy fire and set the church aglow!

- Spirit of God, come, Oh! come we pray,
we need a mighty Pentecost today. Great
Spirit, come—convincing men of sinl unveil
the unbelief that works within,

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray.
The fire must fall, there is no other way—
to bring revival both to church _and home.
Thine must be the fire; burming Spirit,
come!

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
light up the darkness with Thine own bright
ray. Bun up the worldliness, the sin, the
dross: and tuwrn men’s hearts to Christ and
to His cross.

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
revive Thy Work! Oh! Loxd, without delay.
Revive the love of souls, their need reveal,
and set Thy church ablaze with holy zeal!

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
revive and deepen prayer from day to day.
Thou dost respond to faith’s persistent plea,
“teach us to pray,” till we the answer see!

—Herald of His Coming

REREER

“When He (the Holy Spirit) is come,
He will reprove (convince) fhe world
of sin” (John 16:8).

Page 10

GOD GUIDES AND
CARES FOR HiS OWN

“He hath brought us info this place,
and hath given us ihis land” (Deuter-
onomy 26:8). (Read also Deuteronomy
26:58; Acts 13:17, 23; Luke 24:25:27),

The way pilots of large planes avoid
other aircraft at a busy, crowded air-
port fascinates me, They make their
way down—even through a thick, low
ceiling—to find a specific, narrow run-
way.

Such maneuverability is possible only

- because pilots are given special, ex-

plicit guidance, Each pilof has the
benefit of a ground-controlled approach
with two-way radio contact with the
control tower which has information
regarding the location of all planes in
the area.

He also has the benefit of an aufo-
matic instrument landing system, By
watching the instrument panel in the
cockpit he can guide his ship down to
the ninway, even if he cannot see the
ground. The vertical beams from the
localizer {ransmitter line up the plane
with the center of the runway, while
the path transmitter provides a flat
beam slanting upwards to provide, as
it were, a long chute down which
planes glide.

Al of this reminds me that just as
science has developed such remark-
able puidance systems, so the Author
of life has provided adequate direction
for His people. Each of us may nege-
tiate life’s complex, crowded journey
with implicit confidence.

Divine providences would direct us
in the physical and material aspects of
our Hves (Psalm 37:35). The Bible,
God's Word to us, would direct our
minds, keeping our thouphty in God's
way (O Timothy 3:16). The Holy

- Bpirit would speak to our spirits and

make eclear God’s favor (Romans B:
18, 17.

These three-providence, the Word,
and the Holy Spirit—are always in ac-
cord. If we keep in alignment the
knowledge each provides, we shall not
be misled nor shall we come to a crash
landing, This divine guidance system
makes if possible for us {o live effec-
tively, and it will enable us ultimately

to rea
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ARE YOU READY? OH! BE READY!

By REV. A. D. URSHAN

Who is ready, and TRUELY
ready for the Rapture, or the
coming of the L.ord for His own?

FIRST: Those who maintain
or endure their fervent love fo
the very end. “And because in-
iquity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold. But he that
shall endure unto the end, the
same shall be saved.” Matt. 24:
12, 13.

SECOND: Those who will
maintain the ancinting of the
Spirit in their soul, spirit, mind
and bhody. “And unto the angel
of the church of the Laodiceans
write: These things saith the
Amen, the faithful and true wit-
ness, the beginning of the crea-
tion of God; I know thy works,
that thou art neither cold nor
hot; I would thou wert cold or
hot, So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will spew thee out of my
mouth.” Rev. 8:14-16 . . . com-
pare this with Matt. 25:1-13.

THIRD: Those who will not
let cares of this life overwhelm
their hearts. “And take heed to
yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with sur-
feiting, and drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and so that day
come upon you unawares. For as
a snare shall it come on all them
that dwell on the face of the
whole earth.” Lauke 21:34, 35.
Verse 28 says, “And when these
things come to pass, then look
up, and lift up your heads; Zor
your redemption draweth nigh.”

FOQURTH: Those who are
God’s eleet who pray day and
night for His cause. For this,
compare Matt, 24 :31, 40-44 with
Luke 18:7, &.

FIFTH : Those who live right-
eously and godly throughout ev-
ery phase of their lives in home,

in business and in church. “For
the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all
men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, right-
eously, and godly, in this present
world ; looking for that blessed
hope and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ: Who gave himself
for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify un-
to himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works.” Titus
2:11-14, “And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment.” Ieb. 2:27.
SIXTTH : Those who are puri-
fying themselves as Christ is
pure. “Behold what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God: therefore the
world knoweth us not, because
it knew him not. Beloved, now
are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we
shall be; but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shall see him as he
is. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure.” I John 3:1-3.
Compare this seripture with 11
Cor. 7:1 and Rev. 19:7.
SEVENTH: Those who real-
ly, truely and sincerely love the
person of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“If any man love not the Lord
Jesus Christ, let him be anath-
ema marantha (or, be cursed by
Almighty God).” I Cor. 15:22.
Compare this with Matt, 22:32-
26: “Grace be with all them that
love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity. Amen.” Eph. 6:24,
Are you ready to meet the
Lord at his coming for His own?
—Reprint, Gospel Tidings






]I Acts 2:38, the Apostle Peter,

with the support of the oth-
er apostles, commanded his Jewish
audience to “be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Scripture records that the Samari-
tans, the Gentiles, and the disciples
of John at Ephesus were also bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ
{Acts 8:16; 10:48; 19:5).

The Oneness Pentecostal move-
ment understands these passages
as descriptive of the baptismal for-
mula. That is, we shoeuld actually
invoke or utter the name of Jesus
when baptizing a person. In re-
sponse, some trinitarians argue
that the phrase only means to bap-
tize with Christ's authority and has
no reference to the actual formula,
A study of the original Greek text
sheds considerable light upon this
contention and assists in a clearer
view of the significance of the
name of Jesus in baptism.

The Exercise of Power
and Authority

At the outset, we acknowledge
that God’s name represents His
power and authority. Indeed, this
explains the significance and im-
portance of using Jesus' name in
baptism. Baptism is part of salva-
tion; it is for remission of sins (Acts
2:38; 22:16; I Peter 3:21). Jesus is
the only saving name and the
name in which sins are forgiven
and remitted (Acts 4:12; 10:43;
I John 2:12).

and the Greek Text

by David K. Bernard

To baptize in Jesus’ name is to
baptize with His power and authori-
ty. But this does not imply that the
name of Jesus should not be used.
To the contrary. the proper way to
act with God’s authority and exer-

cise His power is to invoke His

name.

This is analogous to legal trans-
actions then and now. A person has
the power and authority to direct
his bank to pay money from his ac-
count to whomever he designates.
Yet the bank requires his signed
name before it will honor his in-
struction. For someone to exercise
the power of attorney for another,
he must first present an appropri-
ate document signed by the person
he represents.

When David approached Goliath
in the power and authority of God,
He proclaimed, “1 come to thee in
the name of the LORD of hosts”
{I Samuel 17:45). In the KJV, LORD,
in all capitals, stands for Jehovah
(Yahweh) in the original text, so
David actually invoked the name of
Jehovah.

Jesus gave the church power and
authority to cast out devils in His
name and to pray for the healing of
the sick in His name (Mark
16:17-18; James 5:14). How did the
New Testament church implement
this?

Brother Bernard is the Associate
Editor in the Editorial Division of
the United Pentecostal Church In-
ternational.
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The Apostle Peter declared to the
lame man, “In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk” (Acts 3:6). He told the
multitude, “And his name through
faith in his name hath made this
man strong” (Acts 3:16). Peter ac-
tually invoked the name of Jesus
and also exercised faith in Jesus.
He told the Jewish council that the
man was healed “by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth” (Acts
4:10), quoting the words he had
used,

When Paul cast a demon ocut of a
young woman, he said, “1 com-
mand thee in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her” (Acts
16:18). He called the name of
Jesus. When the sons of Sceva
sought to cast out demons, they
sald, “We adjure you by Jesus
whom Paul preacheth” (Acts 18:13).
They knew that Paul cast out de-
mons by using the name of Jesus,
so they attempted to do the same.
They were unsuccessful because
they did not have faith in Jesus or
a genuine relationship with Him.

Whenever the Early Church exer-
cised the power and authority of
Jesus to obtain a spiritual work,
they always invoked the name of
Jesus in faith. Baptism for the
remission of sins is no exception.

invoking the Name
Theologians and church histori-

ans generally recognize that the
Book of Acts gives the baptismal





formula of the Early Church, The
Encyclopedia of Religion and
Ethics states, with respect to New
Testament baptism. “"The formula
used was ‘in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ’ or some synonymeous
phrase; there is no evidence for the
use of the frine name.! The Inter-
preter’s Dictionary of the Bible says,
"The evidence of Acts 2:38; 10:48
(cf. 8:16; 19:5), supported by Gala-
tians 3:27, Romans 6:3, suggests
that baptism in early Christianity
was administered, not in the three-
fold name, but ‘in the name of
Jesus Christ’ or 'in the name of the
Lord Jesus. "2

This is the natural reading of the
phrase, “baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ,” and a person must
use questionable and twisted
methods of biblical interpretation
to deny that the words mean what
they appear to mean, If this lan-
guage were not a formula, it is
strange that it appears so many
times as if it were a formula
without any explanation to the
contrary.

Moreover, if this language does
not describe a formula, then neith-
er can a person appeal to Matthew
28:19 to find a formula. The Greek
phrase translated as “in the name
of” in Matthew 28:19 is identical to
the phrase in Acts 8:16 and 19:5. If
Acts tells us to exercise Christ’s
authority without a formula, then
Matthew 28:19 says to exercise the
authority of the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost without a formula. If
this interpretation were correct, we
would be left without any baptis-
mal formula, which would be high-
ly unlikely in light of the impor-
tance of baptism, the need to
distinguish Christian baptism from
other types of baptism, the com-
mon sense reading of the passages
in question, and the historical
evidence from the earliest times
that Christians always used a bap-
tismal formula.

In addition to the baptismal ac-
counts in Acts 2, 8, 10, and 19, the

epistles allude to the baptismal for-
mula in the name of Jesus (Rom-
ans 6:3-4; I Corinthians 1:13; 6:11;
Galatians 3:27; Colossians 2:12).
Properly understood, even Matthew
28:12 describes the name of Jesus.
Moreover, Acts 15:17, Acts 22:186,
and James 2:7 indicate that the
name of Jesus was orally invoked
at baptism.

These last three verses use the
Greek verb epikaleo, which is com-
posed of the preposition epi and
the verb kaleo. Kaleo simply means
to call. Epi has a variety of uses,
but its most basic and literal mean-
ing is “on, in, above, answering the
question ‘where?’ “3 Thus, epikaleo
means to invoke, call, cail on, or
call upon.

Acts 15:17 describes the Gentiles

whom God has chosen as those
“upon whom my name is called.”
The verb is epikaleo in perfect
passive form. The passive voice
means the action was done to the
people spoken about. The Greek
perfect tense means the action
took place in the past but has pres-
ent and continuing effects. Acts
15:17 also uses the preposition epi
separately. This double use of epi
stresses the [dea of invocation on
or upon.

God's name was called over or in-
voked upon the Gentile converts,
and as a result they still bear His
name. Marshall’s Interlinear Greek-
English New Testament gives the
literal translation: “on whom has
been invoked the name of me.” A
number of other translations em-
phasize the specific act of invoca-
tion, some focusing on the past
event and others upon the present
result: “upon whom my name has
been invoked” (Amplified and
Berkeley): "upon whom my name is
called” (Phillips); “who bear my
name” (NiV}.

James 2:7 also uses the verb
epikaleo followed by the preposi-
tion epi: “Do not they blaspheme
that worthy name by the which ve
are called?” Again, a specific act of
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invocation is indicated: “called on
you” (Interlinear); “which was in-
voked over you” (RSV); “which hath
been invoked upon you” (Rother-
ham). Here, the form of the verb is
aorist passive participle. The aorist
ténﬁi-".e\denotes simple past action,
while the aorist participle means
the action occurred prior to the
time of the main verb, which is
present tense.

Acts 15:17 and James 2:7, then,
point to a specific time in the past
when God’s name was invoked over
each believer. When did this occur?
And what name was used? The New
Testament records only one event
in which the divine name is orally
invoked over each Christian—at
the act of water baptism. And the
only name that appears in connec-
tion with water baptism is the
name of Jesus Christ.

This conclusion is so clear that
the translators of The Amplified
Bible, although they were of the
trinitarian persuasion, felt com-
pelled to translate James 2:7 with
an explanation in brackets: “Is it
not they who slander and blas-
pheme that precious name by
which you are distinguished and
called [the name of Christ invoked
in baptism]?”

Some interpret Acts 15:17 and
James 2:7 as symbolic only, refer-
ring to God's ownership of the saint
and the saint's dedication to God.
Vine says the verb in these two
verses means "to be called by a per-
son’s name; hence it is used of be-
ing declared to be dedicated to a
person.’* This reveals the signifi-
cance of invoking the name but
does not obviate the actual invoca-
tion. As Bauer et al, explain both
verses, “Someone’s name is called
over someone to designate the lat-
ter as the property of the former.’s

Acts 22:16 confirms that an ac-
tual invocation of the name of
Jesus occurs at the conversion ex-
perience, namely, at water bap-
tism: “Arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the

(Turn o page 10)
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name of the Lord.”” The verb

epikaleo appears here as well, in-
dicating a specific invocation: “in-
voking the name of him"” ({In-
terlinear); “while invoking his name
(Jerusalem Bible); “with invocation
of his name (NEB); “by calling upon
His name” {Amplified); “and invoke
his name” (TCNT); “as you call on
his name” (Phillips); "'by calling on
His name” (Williams)}. According to
Vine, in Acts 22:16 the verb means
“to call upon for oneself,” while
another form of the same verb in
Acts 2:21 means “to call upon by
way of adoration, making use of
the Name of the Lord.’¢ Of these
two verses Bauer et al. say the verb
is used "of calling on a divinity."?

Using the Name of Jesus

Acts 2:38, 8:16, 10:48, and 19:5
all teach baptism in the name of

Jesus, Some frinitarians reject the
idea that these four verses speak of
a formula, basing their argument
on the slight variations in the word-
ing. For example, Acts 2:38 says
“Jesus Christ,” while Acts 8:16 and
19:5 say “Lord Jesus.”

But their reasoning is faulty and
reveals a biased opinion. What is
significant is that in the Greek all
four verses include the hame Jesus.
(In the King James Version, Acts
10:48 says “in the name of the
Lord” The name of the Lord is
Jesus, for the earliest confession of
the Christian church was, “Jesus Is
Lord” (Romans 10:9; I Corinthians
12:3; Philippians 2:11). Moreover,
the evidence is overwhelming that
in the original Greek text Acts
10:48 actually states, “in the name
of Jesus Christ”® and all transla-
tions since the KJV use the name
of Jesus.)

Since the titles vary in the four
passages but the name of Jesus is
used consistently, the implication
is that it is not the title that is so
important but the vital element to
make baptism valid is the name of
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Jesus.

In conclusion, the New Testa-
ment teaches that water baptism
should be performed in the name
of Jesus, perhaps adding the title
of Lord or Christ or both. As a study
of the Greek text confirms, this
means we should invoke the name
of Jesus orally upon the candidate
at baptism. In this way, the believer
relies upon the power and authori-
ty of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins and dedicates himself to
Jesus Christ as his Lord, O
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to His

P ANY COMMENTARIES link
verse 19 with verse 20, but they do
not link at all. A maiden is talked
about in verse 19 and an adul-
terous woman is talked about in
verse 20. They are as different
as night and day.

Agur, the prophet saw things
that were too wonderful for him.
He said, "There are four things too
wonderful for me, I can't under-
stand them."

First of all, there was

The Way of an Eagle
in the Air

The eagle beautifully typifies the
church. There are many birds, such
as the buzzard, the mocking bird,
the parrot, and many, many others,
but there is only one eagle.

The eagle is a solitary bird. It is
different. It soars where other birds
do not dare fly.

"There be three things which are
too wondelful for me, yea, four
which I know not: The way of an
eagle in the air; the way of a
serpent upon a rock; the way of a
ship in the midst of the sea; and
the way of a man with a maid
(Proverbs 30:18, 19).

Gods Call
End. Time

By David F. Grray

God would use that to illustrate
His church. He wants us to travel
in the rarified atmosphere where
no one else dares to travel. Others
do not have the ability to travel
there, but God has given His
Church the ability, through the
Holy Ghost, to enter into realms
where none other dares to go.

There are some distinctive,
unique things about an eagle. It is
a swift bird. It is a strong bird. It
builds its nest in a place where no
other bird can come. No bird of
prey, no vulture, dare go there.

God has put within His people
the spirit of the eagle-that dares
to climb, that dares to reach out,
that dares to be strong in the Lord,
that refuses to be like all the other
birds.

There is something distinctive
about the church of the living God.
There is nothing like it on the face
of the earth.

The church is not just like an
eagle; it is like an eagle in the air.
The Bible says Satan is the prince
of the power of the air. But the
eagle soars in the realm where
Satan would try to rule. That very
realm Satan claims-that is where
the eagle soars. That is where we
reach out, that is where we do our
job.

This fine message, here condensed,

was preached by Brother Gray at
the 1975 General Conference.

-4 -

Church

So the church is an eagle in the
air, not an eagle perched some-
where. Not an eagle hiding under
a bush. It is an eagle up there.
Soaring, conquering, beyond that
which anyone else can do. The
church reaches for new heights to
conqueror in the realm of Satan.

Pentecost began by invading
Satan's territory. Jesus told them
riot to depart from Jerusalem, but
to wait for the promise of the
Father in the city of Jerusalem.
Why? Jerusalem was the city that
crucified Jesus. Jerusalem was the
headquarters of the worst enemies
of the gospel.

Recently a man wrote a hand-
book on denominations. After
tracing the Lutheran Church back
to Martin Luther, and the Presby-
terian Church back to John Calvin,
and the Methodist Church back to
the Wesleys, he finally came to the

Pentecostal Church. He
said this: "Thejirmeel Pentecostal
Church traces its ancestry through
the Topeka and the Los 1}.ngeles
revivals, back to the day of
Pentecost." That is where we
began. That is how the church was
born. And it was born to con-
quer.

This is how the church has
continued through the centuries. I
believe that God has always had a
witness in the earth.

The Pentecostal experience is





unchangable. You could go to a
restaurant, pick up the menu, and
say, "I like this. It says roast prime
rib, baked potato with sour cream
and chives, peas, and salad with
roquefort dressing. I think I'll have
that."

The waitress standing there with
her little pad and pencil, would
say, "Oh, I'm so sorry! That was
just on opening day."

"Well, it's on the menu."

"Yes, but that was just for
opening day, that's all."

I believe in miracles, the gifts of
the spirit and the moving of God
and the power of the Holy Ghost.

"But," someone says, "I'm sorry;
opening day only. That's all."

"But it's in the Book!"

"I know it's in the Book, but that

was just for opening day."

I read in my Bible that a king
took his knife and began to cut
pages out of the Book, and they are
still doing that today. But let us
believe God. Let us realize that He

has these things for us today. Not -

just on opening day {at Pentecost)
but for you and me today.

God is calling this church to be
an eagle in the air, to invade
Satan's territory. We do not have
to stay down on the lower plane of
the other birds. Because others are
doing it doesn't mean we have to
do it. We can soar above them.

An eagle in the air. Thatis God's
picture of His end-time church.
And one day it will soar into
heaven itself.

A Serpent
on a Rock

The second picture that the Lord
gives us is that the church is like a
serpent on a rock.

I talked once with a man who
was acquainted with the wild west.
He told me that many times snakes
crawl out of their holes and on
to rocks in the -early-morning
sunlight. He said, "Snakes are
cold-blooded creatures. They have
no internal warming system. They
depend upon the rays of the sun for
warmth."

Have you crawled upon the
"Rock” today? We are not de-
pending upon our own powers.
We do not have what it takes of
our selves. If you think that you

have the power and the ability and
the talent to do it all by yourself,
you are sadly mistaken. This end-
time church does not move under
its own power. We have a source of
power far greater. It is not by our
own abilities, not by our own
personalities, not by our own
strength that this end-time church
is going to do the job. The sooner
we learn that, the better.

When we put talent ahead of
consecration, we have lost out with
God already. We have missed the
boat a thousand miles. Dear God,
wake us up to realize that we must

. be wise as the serpent. We must get

our strength from God by waiting
before Him.
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A Ship in the Sea

Then, the church is like a ship in
the sea.

Isaiah 57:20 says that the wicked
are like the troubled sea, when it
cannot rest. Revelation 17 tells us
that the waters on which the whore
sitteth are peoples, and multitudes,
and nations. The true church is in
the midst of a wicked, filthy,
corrupt, degenerate, debauched,
depraved world.

God never changes. The sea.
constantly changes but God never
does. His gospel doesn't change,
Human institutions change, soci-
eties change, civilizations change,
moral standards change, govern-
ments change, fashions change,
and modes of transportation
change, but God remains the same.

Knowledge has increased. We
are living in a day when men have
rocketed off this world and gone to
the moon. Hearts have been
transplanted from one person to
another.

If man can do these things, and
knowledge has so increased, don't
you think God has a church that
can outshine this world?

With all the advancement this
world has made, the three "p's,"
pornography, perfidy, and pollu-
tion, are engulfing the world. A
preacher of another denomina-
tion wrote in a recent issue of the
magazine Applied Christianity:
"The United States is now the most
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immoral nation in history. Our
nation, through the media, has
been corrupted, deceived, mis-
directed and demoralized. Movies,
television, and printed pprno-
graphic material have reamed the
lowest subcellar with naked people
portrayed engaging in pervelted
sexual acts, and newspapers, and
even clergymen, approving."

We are an immoral people,
guilty of the major sins of all the
ages: God rejection, sensuality,
adultery, sodomy, and infidelity.
We are engaged in demon activity,
violence and defiance of God as
in Noah's day. In many ways we
have outdone Sodom and Gomor-
rah. We are racing the judgment.
Sin demands judgment. Judgment
is sure; it is not a speculation.

Jesus said the last days would be
like the days before the flood, when
the thoughts of men were only evil
continually. The whole world was
filled with violence.

God planned salvation for that
day, just as He planned salvation
for this day. That salvation was an
ark. God told Noah exactly how to
build it. That ark represents Jesus
Christ. One door-that's the riven
side of Jesus. Three stories,
because in Him dwells all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily.

God told Noah, "Make thee an
ark of gopher wood, rooms shalt
thou make in the ark, and shalt
pitch it within and without with
pitch." Don't just build it, pitch it.
Don't paint it, pitch it. Don't make
it pretty, pitch it. Thousands of
dollars are spent to make our
churches pretty, but how much is
spent to make them safe? To make
them hold back the evil tide, so
that the leaks don't let the waters
of corruption flow into the ark? An
ocean of water on the outside can't
sink a ship, but it does not take
much water on the inside to sink
that ship.

The Lord told Noah, "You pitch
it, get your hands dirty, get yourself
all sticky. I know it is unpleasant,
but pitch it. I don't want one leak
in that rdon't want one trickle
of water to come through. I want

that ark to be safe."

Brethren, in Jesus' name, pitch
the ark! You have to do it in your
local church. There are children
depending on you. It is in your
hands. Pitch it.

Where am I going to pitch it?
Pitch it without first. We have
enemies without: satanic on-
slaughts that come as a roaring
flood, so we pitch it without.

The Supreme Court of the State
of California has passed an edict
that all children are, first, a
responsibility of the state, and,
second, a responsibility of their
parents. But God has given you
parents the responsibility of your
children, not the state. Some of our
ministers have been hailed before
courts, and judgments have been
passed against them, because they
have disciplined their own chil-
dren.

What is the church doing at this
time? What are we doing in the
midst of the corruption? In the
midst of the sea of sin and
debauchery? We are pitching the
outside of the ark, that's what we
are doing.

The ark was also pitched within,
It would be indeed strange if Satan
used all of his powers from the
outside only. God's church is the
vocal point of satanic enmity in the
earth today. That pitching within
is going to be only as strong as you
are strong, preacher. There is not a
law in the Book that is going to do
the job. Righteousness has to be in
your heart, in your soul, in the
fabric of your being, in the con-
sciousness of your consecration.
There is where it has to be.

Paul's last words to the church
at Ephesus were these: "... of your
own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them." It isn't
only the enemy on the outside that
we face. We're going to have to
pitch this ark on the inside. The
salvation of the world, the end-
time revival, depends on it

God is calling this church to be a
ship in the sea: water-tight, pitched
on the outside and the inside. The

-6-

church is the ark of salvation for
this world.

A Man With a Maid

The church is like a man with a
maid. That means a love story.
The word "man" is not the word
"Adam," which is the ordinary
word for man. The word is "gebar,"
literally "mighty man."

The mightiest man of all is
Jesus. He's the man and He is
dealing with His church. As a man
with a maid. Yes, it is a love story.

Did you know the Bible is a love
story from Genesis to Revelation?
God came from glory, wrapped
Himself in the tabernacle of flesh,
and became one of us. He became
obedient to death, even the death
of the cross. That's a love story, the
most beautiful love story in the
world.

Parents, don't let a big fat man
with a red-flannel suit take the
place of Jesus at Christmas time.
Ghildr-en of that
beautiful story of Jesus' birth. It-is
a..w¥e-S e-sweetest-st er
tQld

Bring God into your life. Bring
God into your home. Bring God
into your meals. Bring God into
your time of going to bed at night.
Bring God in, This is a love story.
You're in love with Him.

When you fall in love with Jesus,
you don't need any other lovers.
You don't need television, you
don't need dance floors, you don't
need movies, you don't need horse
races, you don't need auto racing,
you don't need ball games, you
don't need skating rinks, you just

(Turn to page 24)
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(Continued from page 6)
don't need those things. You love
Jesus; He's the one. It is a love
story.

There is a world out there with a
death sentence pronounced against
it, and you and I, the end-time
church, are the ones who are
holding back the wrath and
judgment of a righteous God
against this generation, polluted
and corrupted.

This is a love story. Do you love

enough to hang on, to put yourself

out, to spend and be spent in this
end-time? The way of a man wlth a
maid. We are that maid.

The story is told of one of the
great men of Wesley's day who had

been out preaching in the days of

the circuit-riding preachers. He was
an old man now. He was one of the
workers with the Wesleys. He had
traveled a long way that day and
had preached five different times
in five different stations. Late at

night, he got to a certain town
where there was a hotel and he was
going to stay there. He slipped in,
completely worn out. But the news
got out into the town that he was
there, and a great crowd gathered
"I tlle street. Som one sent word to
him that the crowd wanted him to
preach.

The preacher got out of bed,
worn out as he was, wrapped
himself in a coat, and went out on
the balcony. He had someone bring
him a candle and light it. He said,
"I'll preach until the light goes
out." There he stood on the
balcony. He preached until the
candle flickered out and then went
back in, weary and worn out, and
went to bed. In the morning they
came and found that he had died
during the night. He had preached
until the "light went out."

Preacher, preach it! This end-
time church needs preachers to
preach it. Preach it until the "light
goes out."
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- GOD GUIDES AND
~ CARES'FOR HiS OWN

““He hath brought us info this place,
and hath given us this land” (Deuter-
onomy 26:9). (Read also Deuteronomy
26:59; Acts 13:17, 23; Luke 24:25-27).

'The way pilots of large planes avoid
other aircraft at a busy, crowded air-
port fascinates me. They make their
way down—even through a thick, low
ceiling—to find a specific, narrow run-
way.

Such maneuverability is possible only
- because pilots are piven special, ex-
plicit guidance. Kach pilot has the
henefit of a ground-centrolled approach
with two-way radio contact with the
control tower which has information
regarding the location of all planes in
the area.

He also has the benefit of an auto-
matic instrument landing system. By
watching the inshument panel in the
cockpit he can puide his ship down to
the runway, even if he cannot see the
ground. The vertical beams from the
lovalizer transmitter line up the plane
with the center of the runway, while
the path transmitler provides a flat
beam slanting upwards fo provide, as
it were, a long chute down which
planes glide.

All of this reminds me that just as
science has developed such remark-
able guidance systems, so the Author
of life has provided adegquafe direction
for His people. Each of us may nego-
tiate life’s complex, crowded journey
with implicit confidence.

Divine providences would direct us
in the physiecal and material aspects of
our lives (Psalm 37:335). ‘The Bible,
God’s Werd to us, would direct our
minds, keeping our thoughts in God’s
way (0 Timothy 3:16), The Holy
- Spirit would speak fo our spirits and
make)clear God's favor (Romans 8:
16, 17).

These three—providence, the Word,
and the Holy Spirit—are always in ac-
cord. If we keep in alignment the
Inowledge each provides, we shall not
be misled nor shall we come to a crash
landing, This divine guidance system
makes it possible for us to live effec-
tively, and it will enable us ultimately

to reach safely the eternal port desig
nated for the soul.
istian Cynosura

My dishes went unwashed today

I didn’t make the bed, .

I took God's hand and went with Him

To Vacation Bible School instead.

That my house was neglected,

That I didn’t sweep the stair,

No one will know or even care.

Bui that I've helped a hoy or girl

In t{wenty years the whole wide worls

Will look, and see, and know.
—Sawdust Trai

FOOTPRINT

T walked the road of sorrow,
A road so dark with care,

So lonely, I was certain
That no one else was there,

But suddenly around me

Were beams of light strefched wide,
And then I saw that someone

Was walking by my side.

And when I turned {o notice
This road which I had tred,
I saw two sets of FOOTPRINTS—
My own ... and those of GOD.
~—Unknowr

“The great commission leaves no
room for debafe,” says Dr. Richard
C. Halverson. “Jesus Christ com-
manded His Church to carry the Gos-
pel into all the world. Her only alter-
native is to disobey.”

Thou must live for thy neighbor i
thou wouldst live for thyself. —Seneca.

THE BIBLE FRIEND






By G. E. Wesson

Phoenix, Arizona

-
@gT IS A FACT that when we
examine others, we are justify-
ing ourselves; but if we will ex-
amine ourselves, we will be
more apt to justify others, At
any rate, I wish to propose that
we obey the suggestion given in
this scripture: “Let every man
examine himself.” .

I feel that the urgency of the
times demands our personal
heart-search as never before, It
seems that there are so many
uncertainties that we are facing
in the year 1978. In the light of
these times, let us search our
hearts together around the
Word of God!

Someone has said that we are

what we eat. I think it would be
wise to give some thought to the
diet we are feeding our minds,
What about our thoughts? Do
we discipline our thought life?

Do we feed our minds on good,

wholesome, spiritual values?
Many people allow their minds
to be poisoned with the latest

Brother Wesson is the pastor of
the Apostolic Heritage Church,
Phoenix, Arizona. He is also the
Distriet Superintendent of the
Arizona District,

Let a Man
‘Eramine dlimsclf

‘““‘But let @ man examine him-

news, or views of some “big-
mouthed, black-hearted gos-
siper.” If we allow this, we will

become guilty of sin. Others-

allow themselves to sink in the
mental pit of self-pity!

Our minds can play real
tricks on us, with the aid of
Satan. I have counselled with
people from time to time, who
have imagined things about
others and convinced them-
selves that these imaginations
were established facts. It would
be good for each of us to ex-
amine our thought life! (Prov-
erbs 23:7), ‘““For as he thinketh
in his heart, so is he.” You can
see by this scripture, that it is
very necessary for us to examine
our thought life.

The Scripture gives us some
very definite instructions along
this line. “For to be carnally
minded is death; but to be spir-
itually minded is life and
peace” (Romans 8:6). We must
ever keep our guard up lest we

suffer spiritual death, through.

our “thought diet.”
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self, and so let him eat of that
bread and drink of that cup” (I
Corinthians 11:28).

Let us now examine our affec-
tions. ““If ye then be risen with
Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand-of God. Set
your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth”
(Colossians 3:1, 2).

This is where so many good
people have missed their spir-
itual mark in life.. They have

" majored on minors. They have

allowed the cares of this life to
choke out their spiritual life.
The Scripture declares that we
are pilgrims and strangers in
this life, and that we seek a bet-
ter country. Therefore, we are
citizens of another country. This
life is just a dressing room, for
the world to come. We must
have our affections on things
above. Let us examine our affec-
tions! Is our real affection set
on things eternal?

I feel that it is always safe to
re-examine ourselves. Make sure
that we are not fooling our-
selves and playing games with
our eternal salvation!
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Dear Christian Friends;

Would you like to know the reason why we preach the

Gospel? Why we préach so often about salvation and

being lost; one of the definitions of salvation means

“deliverance. from sin and ifs consequences the

consequences being lost for etem:ty in"hell. ‘We

preach because of the necessities of men’s sotifs.

We cry out because nothing short-ofa through Change
of heait can lead you fo Jesus, nothing short of the
truth can assure ‘you of salvation. We publish:this truth -

each: month prayerfally that lives will be rchahged and

.-the'astmth revealed too.many, nothing-glorifies de.-more-‘

' than the corversion of a sinner. To truly glorify God we

‘must work with-all our might for the salvation of the lost

{Luke 19:10) Jests Himself came to. seek and to save:

Therefore to.truly follow: Christ we must seek fo réach

. the lost with. the truth:from His word. Let all of us finish

the work that'Hg has given us by, seeking for a lost soul

by prayer, withessing and supporting truth .this is the

reason. we here at America’s -Christian Newspaper

sirive to publish words of hope to a lost world. Partner
with us to reach many' and glerify God. Your giving:

helps us each month fo touch more lives. Everything

we receive goes directly to this néwspaper; also don't

y Evening

Service
m,,

forget to keep us:in prayer. God is faithful .

Brother Junior Tingle







