Come Unto Me

Hear the blessed Savior calling the oppressed,
¢““Oh, ye heavy-laden, come to Me and rest;
Come, no longer tarry, I your load will bear,
Bring Me every burden, bring Me every care.”
Come unto Me, I will give you rest;

Take My yoke upon you, hear Me and be blest;

I am meek and lowly, come and trust My might;
Come, My yoke is easy, and My burden's light.
Are you disappointed, wand'ring here and there,
Dragging chains of doubt and loaded down with care?
Do unholy feelings struggle in your breast?
Bring your case to Jesus—He will give you rest.
Stumbling on the mountains dark with sin and shame,
Stumbling toward the pit of hell's consuming flame;
By the pow'rs of sin deluded and oppressed,
Hear the tender Shepherd, “Come to Me and rest.”
Have you by temptation often conquered been,
Has a sense of weakness brought distress within?
Christ will sanctify you, if you'll claim His best;

In the Holy Spirit, He will give you rest.
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Greetings to the Saints of God!

Fastay Juniay and Prenda Jingle
Hello Brother and Sisters
Greeting to you in that lovely name that
is above all others, it is always good to

come to you by way of the Christian
Newspaper. |thank God for each one of

you, as | have said many times it is
because of you our readers that we
are able to continue to publish this
newspaper to reach souls, we always
want you to know that we are thankful
for your support and burden and also
for your prayers. It might astound you
to know how many people you will
reach with the gospel through giving,
we want to say "Thanks" for your
unselfishness and thoughtfulness As
long as we have faith in Jesus
through our prayers this ministry
can grow and continue to reach others,
so we greatly covet your prayers. We
are beginning to send out the Beyond
Belief biblical booklet on salvation to
the prisoners this too is because
of our supporters. anyone who wants
to help with these booklets can
purchase them the cost is $245 per 150
booklets that includes shipping. These
booklets will be sent to each prisoner
that writes us. We must do what we
can while we have an open door.
Together we can reach many.
God bless you, Bro Jr. Tingle

The Skeptic's Dilemma

A young skeptic once said to an elderly
lady, "I once believed in God, but now,
since studying philosophy and wmathe-
matics | am convinced that God is but an
empty word." "Well," said the lady, "it is
true that | have not learned these things,
but since you have, can you tell me from
whence this egg comes?" "Why, of course,
from a hen," was the reply. "And where
does the hen come from?" "Why from an
egg." Then the lady inquired, "May | ask
which existed first, the hen or the egg?"
"The hen, of course," rejoined the young
man. "Oh, then a hen must have existed
without having come from an egg?" "Oh,
no, | should have said the egg was first."
"Then | suppose you mean that one egg
existed without having come from a hen?"
The young man hesitated: "Well, you see
that is of course, well, the hen was first!"
"Very well," said she. 'SWho made that
first hen from which all succeeding eggs
and hens have come?" "What do you
mean, by all this?" he asked. "Simply this,
| say that He who created the first egg or
hen is He who created the world. You
can't explain the existence even of a hen
or an egg without God, and yet you wish
me to believe that you can explain the
existence of the whole world without
Him !" -selected_
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Tebernacte Church

1400 Tcter (Jdraclthouse Road
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Phone:
270-584-4248

Service Schedule:
Sunday Morning Sunday Evening Word &
Word & Worship Worship
10:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m.

Please remember To pray for this Newspaper!

Tuesday Evening
Bible Study
7:30 p.m.

To write to America’s Christian Newspaper if
you want to be on our mailing list.

Don’t Forget!

You can also text us your name and address
to 270-339-0873 and we will be glad
to send you the next issue.
Oh Yes! Don’t forget to send a donation
to keep this great paper alive.
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By O.F. Fauss

Question:

In John 20:17, Jesus told Mary: ‘-Touch me not; for I am not yet
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them. I
ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God. and your
God." Why did Jesus have to go to the Father to be glorified?
Another questioner asks. Why did Jesus say to Mary, "Touch me
not,., then tell Thomas eight days later, '""Reach hither thy finger.
and behold my hands: and reach hither thy hand. and thrust it into
my side"?

Answer:

Mary had seen Jesus after His resurrection, but she still thought of
Him as only a man. Although she had recognized Him as her Lord
and Master, she had never seen Him as had the three disciples on the
Mount of Transfiguration, when He was transfigured before them,
and His face shone as the sun (2 Peter 1:16, 17; Matthew 17:1, 2).
Jesus had spoken of being glorified, and this was to happen before
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. (Read John 7:39.) The human
body of Jesus had to be glorified by the Spirit, even the Father, that
in Him (Jesus) should all the fullness of the Godhead dwell.

John saw Him in His glory, and heard Him say, "I am Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last ... I am he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for-evermore' (Revelation 1: 11, 18).

Why did Jesus forbid Mary to touch Him? The Scriptures do not
say. There have been different interpretations. Some say that Mary
wanted to hold on to Him, to detain Him, and this was not according
to His will. Others say that He had not yet entered into the Most
Holy Place in heaven, with His own blood, to obtain eternal
redemption for us (Hebrews 9:11, 12), and should not have been
touched by human hands until he had done so. Eight days later, He
could say to Thomas, " ... reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into
my side, ... " because by then He had ascended into heaven, entered
into the Most Holy Place in the heavenly tabernacle with His own
blood, and purchased eternal redemption for us.

Quegions

AIISWGI'S

One thing worthy of note is Jesus' compassion for Mary Magdalene, who had
followed Him since He had brought deliverance to her by the touch of His hand. She
was heartbroken over His death. According to John's Gospel, she had come to the
sepulcher, found the stone rolled away, and Jesus' body gone. She still did not
understand that He was to rise from the dead. All she wanted was to see Him.
Undoubtedly she said within herself, "I must find Him; I must see Him."

Hearing footsteps behind her, she turned, suppos-ing the one approaching to be the
gardener. She said unto Him, "Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou
hast laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary," and she
recognized Him. It was then that He told her not to touch Him.

One desperately hungry soul longed to see Him, and He halted the process of His
glorification to satisfy the hunger of that soul.

He is still touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He is anxious to hear the
effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man, and has declared through James that
such prayer availeth much.

QUESTION:

Should I Not Drink Water While Fasting?

When fasting, is it necessary NOT to drink water? I’ve
heard pro and con, so I’m confused.

ANSWER:
It has been my conviction that water, but only water,
may be used while fasting. Water has no food value and
does not stimulate, but only prevents dehydration.
However, there may be reasons why your pastor
desires you to abstain from water during a short fast.
Follow your pastor’s instructions concerning
matters of this nature

| slept and | dreamed
that life is all joy. | woke
and | saw that life is all _ ty;
service. | served and | =
saw that service is joy.
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TO KNOW HIM

E.]J. McCLINTOCK

The one supreme purpose for which the ;
Bible was given is that we might know Him.
dark -

There are 228,500,000 in the
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44 SECOND: We should know Him and the

power of His resurrection. The Spirit of God

—t js the power by which Christ was raised

communistic land of China alone that have

never heard of the name of Jesus, let alone
know anything about His wonderful love for
them. Then we see another dark picture
which is just as appalling, and that is the
untold millions in this earth who know about
Him from an historical standpoint but have
never really met Him, have never
experienced His marvelous grace and love in

their hearts. What a privilege we have to .

know Him as we do today.

These words come thundering down to us

today "That | might know Him, and the power
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being made conformable unto
His death; If by any means | might attain
unto the resurrection of the dead.” Phil. 3:
10-11. In the preceding verses of this third
chapter of Philippians Paul wrote and
admonished the disciples to rejoice in the
Lord and not to place any confidence in the
flesh. He set forth the facts clearly that if
anyone had a right to rejoice in the flesh, it
was himself. "Circumcised the eighth day, of
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,
an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the
law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal,
persecuting the church; touching the
righteousness which is in the law, blame-
less." Verses 5-6. Paul was quite a "re-
ligious man but was not a "Christian.” Paul
was blameless as far as the righteousness of
the law was concerned but he still did not
know Jesus and have an experience of His
marvelous life of grace and pardon from sin.
Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus
and from that time on his whole life was
completely changed. He could then say:
"But what things were gain to me, those |
counted loss for Christ." Paul was a new
creature, old things had passed away and all
things had become new. He "KNEW" Christ
without the shadow of a doubt. Young
people we must know Him!

|| WASTING FATHER

% told the early disciples:

“Hlé NAME SALL BE CALLED..THE EVER-
— 75496
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Mary chose that better part which Jesus said
would not be taken from her. Her desire was to
sit at His feet and learn from the gracious
words that fell from His lips. Today we can get
alone with God and open His precious word and
learn of Him. Do we really want to know Him
and why should we? We believe there are
several reasons why we should want to know
Him which we shall set forth. FIRST: He -is the
only means of salvation for the world today. He
is our only Saviour. The law only brought
condemnation, sin and death with no hope. The
penalty of breaking the law was death. We were
all condemned to die but Christ came and paid
the price for our redemption by His death on the
cross. This set us free from the curse of the law
if we believed on Him and obeyed the terms of
the Gospel. He covers us with a robe of
righteousness, pure and spotless, not self-
righteousness which came by the law, but a
robe undefiled by human instrumentality. Christ
is the only answer to the need of man today. His
gospel is the force which can save men today
from their sins. Jesus proved all His claims
emphatically when he said to the sick of the
palsy and others, "Arise take up thy bed and
walk and immediately the lame man took up his
bed and walked." We must know Him as our
Saviour if we are to know Him in any other way.

from the dead. Paul desired more of this
-+ power in his life. The precious Spirit of God
= is what we need more of in our lives today.

We need that power to walk uprightly before
Him and stand firm and true to Him. Jesus
"Ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be withesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth." They received this power when

. they tarried in the city of Jerusalem until the
, day of Pentecost was fully come. After this

marvelous infusion of the Spirit of God into
every fiber of their beings the disciples went
forth into all the known world preaching
repentance toward God, baptism in water in

¢ the mighty name of Jesus and the receiving

of the Holy Ghost baptism with the evidence
of speaking in other tongues. Without this
wonderful experience in our lives we will not
be ready to leave this world when Jesus
comes. Also, unless we keep this
experience paramount in our lives, we will
miss the greatest event of all times, the
coming of Jesus for His Bride. Definitely, it
is essential for us to know Him in the power
of His resurrection.

THIRD: "That | might know Him and the
fellowship of His suffering." The Apostle
Paul learned many things through suffering
that he would have never learned otherwise.
In 2 Corinthians 11 :24-28 Paul enumerates
several of his experiences thusly: "Of the
Jews five times received | forty stripes save
one. Thrice was | stoned, thrice was | beaten
with rods, thrice | suffered shipwreck, a
night and a day | have been in the deep; in
journeyings often, in perils of robbers, in
perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by
the heathen, in perils in the city,in perils in
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among false brethren: In weariness and
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness. Beside those things that are
without, that which cometh upon me daily,
the care of all the churches."

(continued on page 5)
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TO KNOW HIM

E. J. McCLINTOCK

But Paul had also learned a great
secret and that was to let his ex-
periences in suffering work for
him. In 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 we
read: "For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of
glory; While we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen; for the
things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which
are not seen are eternal."” Paul
had learned to have fellowship
with Christ through suffering.
Another outstanding scripture on
this subject of suffering is found
in | Peter 2 :21, reading "For even
here unto were ye called; because
Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that we
should follow His steps.” Pente-
costal Conquerors, we are called
to lay aside all and follow Christ,
yes take up our cross daily and
walk humbly before Him. If our
Master was hated and persecuted,
so will His true followers today.
Do you still want to know Him?
Paul longed to know Him in the
fellow-ship of His suffering.
FOURTH: "That we might know
Him in the resurrection and see
Him face to face, "If by any means
| might  attain unto the
resurrection of the dead." Paul's
ultimate goal was the resurrec-
tion, the redemption of the body,
the changing of mortal to
immortality, and corruption to
incorruption. Paul was pressing
forward if by any means he could
attain unto the resurrection of the
dead, and he realized the
necessity of forgetting the things
which were behind and reached
forth unto those things which

were before him, that he might
gain the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.
The question again comes
forcefully to us, do we actually
want to know Him? We answer in
the affirmative if we know our
own hearts. We can know
Him more and more as we yield
our lives to Him. In these dark
and evil days in which we are
living it is going to mean more to
have a personal, work able
knowledge of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Let us as a group of
Pentecostal Conquerors around
the entire word seek to really
KNOW HIM."

To know Him is to love Him, and to
love Him is to serve Him! ! !

D'S CORRECTIVE SCALPEL

! but such

YOU CAN BEGIN TODAY
TODAY IS THE FIRST DAY of the rest of your life!

This statement is admittedly true if you read it on the first day
of the new year. But it is just as true if you pick up this issue
of the Christian Newspaper, and read it on February 7, May
14, or any other day of the year. Try it, with this slight
variation, whenever you pick up this paper: Today is the first
day of the rest of MY life. "All right," someone may say, "I
accept the validity of the statement. But what is the point?
What do these words mean to me?" Perhaps noth-ing! If you
have lived a perfect life since you were saved; if you have
never failed by omitting to do some good deed, or to speak a
kind word; if you have never neglected prayer or other vital
spiritual exercises; if you have always given your best for
God, in thought, word and deed - then do not waste your time
reading further. This is not for you.

But if you are like us other ordinary, fallible, frail, failure-
prone mortals, who confess that we have not yet come ". . .
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; or, as
Paul put it, not as though we " .. had already attained, either

ol : e ey sy Were already perfect,” continue reading - this is for you. The
THE SWORD OF THE $PIRIT.,I$ THE WORD OF GOD . £2H 617 §

iif § privilege of starting anew, not only on the first day of a new
' i year, but any time. Any day can be the time of a new
§ beginning, for any day is the first day of the rest of your life.

statement speaks of beginning again. It sets forth the blessed

Perhaps trite, but nevertheless true, are these words: "What
has been done, is done." There is no way to actually undo
any deed of the past. None can go back down the trail of

¢ yesterday, into the "land of used to be,” to undo any wrong,
| whether negative or positive. In the words of a certain song:

"Here you may yearn to backward turn
is an utter impossibility. What, then, is the
alternative? Simply this: forgiveness for the irreparable deeds

¢ of the past, and a beginning again, with a determination to do

better in the future.
How thankful we erring mortals should be that God allows

" this! What would Peter have done, after his craven denial of
| Christ, if he had not been given the privilege of beginning

again? Even the vile Ahab was given another chance when

i he repented, and walked softly before God.
: Ask yourself these frank questions, and then answer them

God? Have | always treated every other Christian as | should?

i Have | been faithful in seeking to win lost souls for Christ? If,

n any case, the answer is "No," then thank God for the
privilege of beginning again, and determine, from henceforth,
o be a better Christian in every sense of the word.

Today is the first day of the rest of your life!
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The Presence Of God In Us

Living for the Lord is the greatest experience in the world. We find that serving
Christ brings many blessings into our hearts, one of which is to have the Spirit of
the Lord. One blessing of having God's Spirit is that of being able to feel God deep
within our spirit. No matter where we may go in this world or what adventure we
endeavor, Jesus is always with us: "Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world" (Matthew 28:20).

Some people are led to believe that we cannot feel God's presence in our hearts.
How sad and untrue that is. Jesus had something to say about this subject: "At that
day ye shall know that | am in my Father, and ye in me, and | in you" (John 14:20).
The apostle Paul reminds us that we are the dwelling place of God: "Know ye not
that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" {l
Corinthians 3: 16). Another verse of Scripture supports this reality: "To whom God
would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Colossians | :27).

The Lord is a real and living force in our lives. He lives in every born-again
Christian, and we can feel Him in our hearts and lives. This does not mean that we
can touch the Lord physically, or that we are capable of seeing Him with the natural
eye.

John 4:24 states that God is a Spirit, and a spirit cannot be seen or touched in the
natural sense. John 3:8 tells us that God's Spirit is like the wind. The wind cannot
be seen, but no one can deny the force and authority of the wind. And we feel it and
see its effects wherever it is present.

While we may have a vision or dream in which the Lord Jesus would appear, He is
not seen today physically, yet He is seen and known to us by His Spirit. The Word
of God tells us that we experience joy unspeakable and full of glory, and this joy
comes from the presence of the Holy Ghost. (See | Peter 1:8 and Romans 14:17.)
This joy belongs to every Christian, for Christ is in him.

We are serving the living God, and He moves and works in and among those who
believe and obey Him. Some Christians, however, live as if God is inactive, dead,
or unable to make Himself heard or known spiritually.

Paul told the Athenian philosophers on Mars Hill that God is alive, a living being
whom we can find and experience: "For in him we live, and move, and have our
being.

To those who do not know the power of God, God may seem to be dead, for they
do not feel Him in their souls. When Jesus touches the soul, however, there can be
no misunderstanding about His presence. All doubt will fade, and fear will
disappear.

His presence with us makes us proclaim as did the Samaritan woman returning
to-"the- city: "Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever | did: is not this
the Christ?" (John 4:29). Her encounter with Jesus made a difference in her life.
Although we are not told, it is not unreasonable to assume that she received the
Holy Ghost in the Samaritan revival conducted by Philip. (See Acts 8.)

When the Lord Jesus lives in the heart, He is known to us and His presence with us
and in us makes every day wonderful. J.A.Meeks

Lord, lay some soul upon my heart, And love that

soul through me; And may I nobly do my part, To
win that soul to Thee

TO BE A

THE WORDS wax, waxed, waxen,
several times in Scripture. For ex-
ample, "David waxed stronger and
stronger" (Il Samuel 3:1) and "David
waxed greater and greater" (|
Chronicles 11:9). In reference to
Jesus we read, "And the child grew,
and waxed strong in spirit" (Luke
1:80; 2:40). The Apostle Paul wrote
of weak followers "waxing confi-dent
by my bonds" (Philippians 1:14).

As | began to think on what these
words meant, my mind drifted to the
art of making candles, which is not
very common now that we have
electricity. In the East, however,
where there are frequent power
failures, candles are still popular.
Making a candle begins with a short
piece of string, which does not
possess much value in itself. In the
process of making the candle,

Nov-Dec 2021

the wax is melted
and the pliant
string is dipped
into the boiling wax
again and again.
Each time a new
coat of wax s
allowed to harden
before dipping it
again into  the
liquid wax. The
candle does not
appear in a
moment of time;

\ CANDLE

but in the repeated
dippings a candle of
desired dimension is
created. If the desire is
for a fancy candle, colors
and designs can be
added.

Spiritually, every time
we are dipped into trials
of "boiling"experiences,
we come out having
"waxed"stronger,
greater, or more
confident. When we are
complete-ly made into a
candle, we are ready to
be burned with the
flame of the Holy Spirit
to bring the Light to the
world. Bro.Shalm

others with the Gospel.

NOTICE ABOUTPACKAGES

We are sending out a limited number of bulk packages, due to the
amount of newspapers that we are printing. We have many faithful
supporters who are receiving the newspaper in bulk. We are limiting
the mailing of bulk packages to those who are regular supporters due
to our limited finances at this time. If you wish to receive a package of
papers, 6 papers is the least we can mail out, please keep your address
current with us as packages that are returned are very costly. This new
age of Technology hasmany peoplereadingonlineif you doreceive our
newspaper and enjoy it please consider a donation so that we can reach

Do You Swallow Anything ?

British surgeons recently removed two spoons, four coins, several pieces of wire and a bed
spring from the stomach of a 37 year old Irishman. Now there's a man with an appetite for

the unusual.

And in Italy, butchers found that a cow had swallowed 75 pieces of metal - including

screws, a file, several bolts, and a key. No Iron deficiency there !

What have you swallowed lately?

A choice bit of gossip? An unfounded

rumor? Some Pessimistic reports about an elder?
A cynical observation about a stranger?

Nutritionists believe you are what you eat, and
philosophers say you become what you think, So

be careful what you swallow.

Think a minute!!!
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A Vision For Victory

What vision should Christians have in this generation? There is no wrong and
much right for us to look for signs and wonders, miracles, revival, and
evangelism. We are also admonished to watch for signs indicating the return of
Jesus Christ.

Some Christians, however, seem to focus their vision on unprofitable areas such
as flaws in the lives of fellow Christians, health and wealth in the goods of this
world, political solutions to life problems, and pleasure and fun. The Bible
instructs us to "walk circumspectly," that is to be aware of ideas and events that
crowd our horizon, but we must not be so distracted by them that we ignore our
faithful walk with God. Our focus must remain on Jesus Christ: "Looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith" (Hebrews 12:2).

Hebrews 11 presents Old Testament heroes of faith as examples of living
victoriously, and these faithful people now are a great "cloud of withesses" to give
us faith and courage in living for God. Beginning with chapter 12, the writer uses
a metaphor from a sporting event, a race, to reveal some aspects of our Christian
life. For example, the Christian life takes effort, energy, and endurance. The
heroes of faith are spectators to urge us toward the goal at which our Judge,
Jesus Christ, will crown us with victory. their race, and while they provide
encouragement for us, the race is now ours to win or lose.

To enjoy victory, a Christian must lay aside "every weight, and the sin that so
easily" ensnares him, run with patience, and keep his eyes on Jesus. He endured
intense hostility from sinners, who not only rejected Him but also demanded His
crucifixion. The very people He came to save refused to receive Him,
condemning Him to a criminal's death. Still He gained the victory for all of us, and
He stands not only at the finish line but beside us to strengthen and guide us.
Why do Christians fail? One reason is that the events in our world become more
than a distraction; they become the focus of their living. Their attention turns from
Christ to self, from holiness to worldliness, from prayer to pleasure, from the good
news of Christ to criticism, and from faith to failure. When the world around us
becomes more important than the work of Jesus Christ, we soon slow, fade, and
stray from the course God set before us. Our heavenly vision blurs, our spiritual
sensitivity slips away, and our carnal nature asserts its sinful tendency.

Yet in moments when our spiritual life suffers, we need only to look again to
Jesus to find our way back to spiritual health. The vitality of our spiritual life is not
found in church programs or rituals but in a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. When He fills our thoughts, captures our hearts, and floods our souls,

we successfully subdue our sinful nature and resist satanic seduction.

When we surrender our life to Him, in obedience to the scripture (Acts 2:38)
To delight in Him dislodges selfishness, destroys sin, and defeats Satan.

When apostle Paul sensed that his life on earth was soon to end, he wrote his
second letter to Timothy, his son in the gospel, to admonish him to resist all
distraction in the work of God. He wrote for Timothy: stir up the gift of God which
is in you, do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, hold fast the pattern of
sound words, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, endure hardship as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ, be diligent to present yourself approved of
God," shun profane and vain babblings, flee also youthful lusts;

but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace," "avoid foolish and ignorant
disputes," "continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of,

preach the word, be watchful in all things, endure afflictions,
do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry" (Il Timothy 1-4,).

Paul then used his own life as an example: "l have fought a
good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith.
henceforth, there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall

give me on that day, and not to me only .... (Il Timothy 4:7-8,
Paul's vision of the prize at the end compelled him to
press on toward the expectation of eternal joy and glory. May
we ever keep our vision clear, that our eyes will always be
focused on Jesus, for He alone is our victory. J. Hall
— S )

S

T PROVE Wiid] /8 THAT GO0, AND
ACCEPTABLE, AND AECFEST
WILL OF GODZ_ ROM.12.Z -

Youth and the World by Edgar Guest

There is many a battle that's yet to be won,
There is many a glorious deed to be done.

The world is still young for the youth at its door.
There are tasks some shall do never dreamed of before.
On the well-traveled lanes of the land and the sea
Every day will the crowds of humanity be.

On the streets which are paved and the avenues known
Are the people who care not to venture alone.

But the young heart and stout sees the goal that's afar,
And dares to set out where the strange dangers are.
What's not possible now shall be possible when
Some young heart and brave shows the way to all men.
Youth shall remake the world. What is best today
Shall tomorrow to something that's better give way.
So, come you young fellows to life with a will,
While you work and you dream the world cannot stand still.
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The Biblical Experience of Salvation

The Bible states that everyone has sinned and come
short of the glory that God wants us to enjoy
(Romans 3:23). By experience and observation, we
all know that our human nature is flawed by sin,
that we are born with a tendency to be selfish,
untruthful, and rebellious. And all of us have at one
time or another yielded to our sinful nature. To
deny that we have sinned is merely self deception

(I John 1:8).

The good news is that Jesus, who is God manifested
in flesh, came to our world and gave His life on the
cross to save us from our sins (Luke 19: 10). When
He died He paid the full penalty for the sins of
everyone in the world and opened the way for us to
be forgiven of our sins (John 1 :29). As the Son of
God conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of a

virgin, Jesus did not have a sinful nature as we do.

Therefore, He could and did die for our sins.

As God manifested in flesh (John 1: 1, 14; | Timothy
3: 16; Matthew 1:23). Jesus has the power to forgive
us of our sins. No one can cleanse himself from his

past sins, nor can he by his own efforts destroy his

innate sinful nature.

But Jesus can both cleanse him of his sins and give
him a new birth of righteousness. (See |1 John 1 :9;
John 3:3-5))

How does a person find salvation in

Jesus Christ?

The answer is found in the Bible. God's Word to us.
During His ministry, Jesus told us that the way into
the kingdom of God is by a new birth of water and
Spirit (John 3:5). He taught that a person must
repent to enter the kingdom of God (Matthew 4: 17;
Luke 13:3, 5). and He assured us that God gives the
Holy Ghost to all who ask Him (Luke 11:13).

After His resurrection, Jesus told His disciples that
"repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem™ (Luke 24:47). He then instructed
them to stay in the city of Jerusalem until they
received the Holy Ghost (Luke 24:49; Acts 1 :4-8).
Ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven, about
120 disciples received the Holy Ghost with the sign
of speaking in other languages as the Spirit within
them gave the utterance. This was a most glorious
moment, for it was the beginning of God's salvation
for the whole world through the New Testament
church

Then the people asked the apostles, ""What
shall we do?" (Acts 2:37). They wanted to be
saved, so they asked what to do in order to be

by J. L. Hall

Thousands of people witnessed the
outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the 120,
and they asked the meaning of people
speaking in foreign languages that they
had not learned. The Apostle Peter
explained that speaking in tongues was
the evidence that God had poured out His
Spirit because Jesus died for our sins and
was exalted by God.
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filled with the Holy Spirit.

The answer that Peter and the other apostles
gave that day is God's answer to us today.
After we believe on Jesus, we are to repent of
our sins, be baptized in water in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
then receive the Holy Spirit. ""Then Peter said
to them, 'Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the

remission of sins; and you shall receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost™ (Acts 2:38, KJV). This
same answer was given to the people of Samaria
(Acts 8:5-17). to Paul (Acts 9:6-17; 22: 16), to the
Gentiles in Caesarea (Acts 10:34-48). and to the
converts of John the Baptist (19:1-8).

This apostolic pattern-faith, repentance. water
baptism, and infilling of the Holy Ghost is still the
pattern of salvation for us today. There is no other
plan of salvation, no other true gospel. The apostle
Paul wrote. "But even if we, or an angel from
heav-en. preach any other gospel to you than what
we have preached to vyou, let him be
accursed" (Galatians 1:8).

Why have faith in Jesus?

We cannot save ourselves, but by believing in Jesus
we accept His death on the cross for our sins. This
made available by God's forgiveness. We are saved
by grace through faith, and not by our works
(Ephesians 2:8).

Why repent of our sins?

Because we must confess that we are sinners and
ask God to forgive us (I John 1:8-10). With the
help of God's Spirit, we are to turn away from our
sinful ways and turn toward God and His
righteousness in Jesus Christ. When we repent, we
open the door to God's forgiveness.

Why be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ?
Water baptism is for the remission of sins (Acts
2:38). and sins are remitted (forgiven) in the name
of Jesus Christ (Luke 24:47; Acts 4: 12; 10:43; 22:
16). Since Jesus died for our sins, salvation is given
to us through faith in Him and in His name (John
3:16; 20:31; Acts 16:31). In water baptism. we
identify with Him, for we are buried with Him into
His death and we also rise with Him in the likeness
of His resurrection to "walk in newness of
life."" (See Romans 6:1-8.) Water baptism in the
name of Jesus Christ follows the pattern
established by the apostles, for the apostolic
church always baptized converts in the name of
Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38; 8: 16; 10:48; 19:5: 22:16).
(See also Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12; Galatians
3:27.) At water baptism we call on the name of
Jesus for the remission (forgiveness) of sins and the
name of Jesus is called upon us.

In this way we express our faith in His death for
the forgiveness of sins and in His resurrection for a
new life in Him. (continued on page 9)
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Salvation

When we use the name of Jesus Christ in water baptism,
we fulfill the command of Jesus to baptize in the singular
redemptive '"'name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28: 19, )

Why receive the Holy Ghost?

It is the birth of the Spirit into the kingdom of God (John
3:3, 5; I Corinthians 12: 13). During his ministry, John
the Baptist foretold that Jesus would baptize people with
the Holy Ghost. Although Jesus confirmed that those
who'believe in Him would receive the Spirit, the Spirit
was not given to them until after He was glorified after
His death and resurrection (John 7:37-39). After His
resurrection, Jesus told His disciples to stay in Jerusalem
until they received the Holy Ghost (Luke 24:49; Acts
1 :4-8).

On the Day of Pentecost believers first received the Holy
Ghost (Acts 2:4), and since that moment anyone who
believes in Jesus, repents of his sins, and is baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ can receive the Holy Ghost
(Acts 2:38-39). In the Book of Acts, Jews received the
Holy Ghost (Acts 2:4); Samaritans received the Holy
Ghost (Acts 8: 17): Gentiles received the Holy Ghost
(Acts 10:44-48); and the disciples of John the Baptist
received the Holy Ghost. (Acts 19: 1-6). These biblical
examples show us that the gift of the Holy Ghost is
available to anyone regardless of race, creed, color, or
nationality. The Holy Ghost is the seal of God in our lives
and the guarantee of our inheritance of eternal life
(Ephesians 1: 13-14).

How does a person receive the Holy

Ghost? A person receives the Holy Ghost today the

same way people received the Holy Ghost in the Book of
Acts. When we believe, repent, and are baptized, we are
ready to receive the Holy Ghost. Repentance and baptism
are biblical faith responses to the gospel, and by faith we
allow God to fill us with His Spirit. God gives the Spirit
to anyone who opens his heart in obedient faith to Him.

How does a person know when he

receives the Spil‘it? When a person receives the

Holy Spirit he will speak in other tongues (languages) as
the Spirit within him gives the utterance. This is the
biblical evidence of being filled with the Spirit; speaking
in tongues was the initial sign given to people in Acts
when they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4: 8:16-18;
19:6 Speaking in tongues is the one consistent biblical

sign that the Holy Ghost,has entered into a

person.

If 1 have questions about this

information what should I do?

Jesus said to people who had questions,
"Search the Scriptures, for in them you
think you have eternal life; and these [the
are they which testify of
Me" (John 5:39, ). If you have questions,
search the Bible to confirm the truth. Then
by faith repent, be baptized in the name of
Jesus, and receive the Holy Ghost. When
you do, you will join the church established
in the Book of Acts and millions of people

Scriptures]

living in nations around the world.

May God's love and grace bless your life

and guide you always.

THIS IS THE BIBLE
WAY OF SALVATION

ACTS
2:38

REPENT. AND BE BAFRPTIZED
EVERY ONE OF YOU IN THE
NAME OF JESUS CHRIST FOR
THE REMISSION OF SINS, AND
YE SHALL RECEIVE THE
GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST.

Time

What would you do if your bank credited
your account every morning with
$84,600 but every night canceled
whatever you failed to use during the
day? You'd draw out every cent,
wouldn't you? You have such a bank.
Every morning God credits your account
with 84,600 seconds.

Every night He cancels whatever you
failed to ,use You can't buy time, and
you can't save it. You can only spend it.
If you don't spend it well, you waste it.
Yesterday is a canceled check.
Tomorrow is a promissory note. Today
is all the cash you have. Spend it
wisely.

"Ordered By the Lord"

| looked at the valley. It was dark and cold.
| heard Him say, "l am the Light, and My
love will give you warmth."
| was afraid when | saw the mountain. It
was so tall. Gently He took me by my
hand. "l will lead thee. Fear not."
I noticed His hands were scratched and
bleeding. "l did it for you, My child. When
the thorns reached out to hurt you, |
stepped between so that you would feel no
harm."
How could He love me so much? | bowed
my head in shame, and then | saw His feet,
dusty and bruised.
"l used them to push aside the rocks and
stones in the path which would have
caused you to stumble and fall," He said.
| became tired and weary; then He drew
me close to Him. "Lean on Me, My little
one. | will give you strength.”
With my hand in His, | continued walking
the path before me, feeling assured that
every step | take is ordered by the Lord.
| have no fear, for | am not alone. No other
way could | go and have the peace and joy
| have.
"The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord: and he delighteth in his
way" (Psa. 37:23).
Ella McAlister
Challenging Thoughts
"Every time we take a breath four souls
perish not having heard of Christ."
"Smile at people! It takes seventy-two
muscles to frown, but only fourteen to
smile.” "True faith always weaves a pattern
of good works."
"God is more concerned, about our re-
sponse to a problem than He is about
remov-ing the problem.”
"Five firsts to success: Give God the first
hour of each day, the first day of every
week, the first portion of every paycheck,
the first consideration in every decision,
and the first place in your heart."”
"Your life is like a coin: you can spend it
any way you wish, but you can spend it
only once."



10

AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER

Nov-Dec 2021

The Doctrine of
Jesus Christ

by David K. Bernard,

"For in him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily. And ye are
complete in him, which is the head of
all principality and power" (Colossians
2:9-10)-

Colossians 2:9 presents the doc-trine

of Jesus Christ in contrast to false
teachings. It is a magnificent
description of the Incarnation,
emphasizing both the true deity and
true humanity of Jesus Christ. Let us
examine each major word of the verse.

The Identity of Jesus

Him The antecedent is "Christ" or
more fully, "Christ Jesus the Lord" (verse
6,8

"Dwelleth; or lives. The word is in the
present tense, meaning that the fullness of
God continues to dwell in Jesus Christ. The

union of deity and humanity in Christ is
permanent.

"Godhead (theotes): the Deity. This
Greek word appears only here in the New
Testament. According to the Wycliffe Bible
Commentary, it is "the abstract noun for
God... and includes not only the divine
attributes but also the divine nature." The
word refers to the state of being God, to the
sum total of God's nature. The identity of
Jesus as God would be established if verse 9
simply said, "In Him dwells the Godhead,"
for by definition "God-head" is the fullness
of absolute deity.

"Fullness" (pleroma):  plenitude,
totality. The Gnostics used this word to
designate the supreme God in contrast
to lesser emanations from Him. This
verse contradicts the Gnostic view that
Christ was an emanation from the
pleroma; instead, it says that the
pleroma is in Christ. To be as clear as
possible, the verse says "the fulness" of

the Godhead dwells in Jesus, although
the Godhead can never be less than
complete and absolute. (See also
Colossians 1:19.)

"All:' To underscore the deity of
Christ even further, the verse says "all"
the fullness, although by definition
anything less than all would not be
fullness. J. B. Light-foot explained that
"all the fulness" means "the totality of
the divine powers and attributes:' Thus
verse 9 uses three words to declare the
absolute deity of Jesus in the strongest
of terms, although one would have been
sufficient to express the point.

"Bodily (somatikos): "bodily-wise,
corporeally, assuming a bodily form,
becoming incarnate, with a bodily
manifestation” (Lightfoot).

This word contradicts the Gnostic view
that Christ was a spirit being only. In
Christ, God has joined Him self to
humanity and has come in-to this world
as a human being.
In order to capture the full meaning and
implication of verse 9, let us examine
some other translations, paraphrases,
and commentaries.

"For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity
lives in bodily form" (NIY)

"For in Christ the Godhead in all its
fullness dwells incarnate" (Twentieth
Century New Testament).

"It is in him that God gives a full and
complete expression of himself (within the
physical limits that he set himself in
Christ)" (J. B. Phillips).

"For in Christ there is all of God in a
human body" (Kenneth Taylor, in the Living
Bible).

"For in Him the whole fullness of Deity
(the Godhead), continues to dwell in bodily
form-giving complete expression of the
divine nature" (Amplified Bible).

"In Him (Christ) dwells permanently all
the fulness (pleroma, plenitude) of the
Godhead or deity in bodily form, and even
also in His glorified humanity upon the
throne of the universe" (J. W. Shepard).

"In Christ the entire fulness of the
Godhead abides forever, having united itself

with man by human
body" (Lightfoot).

'In him' is emphatic. It is in
Christ, and nowhere else, that one is
to find the fulness of the God-head:
In him the fullness dwelleth; that is,
has its permanent abode. This
'fulness' means the unbounded
powers and attributes of God. The
word 'Godhead' denotes the essence
or content of divine being, that
indeed which constitutes God. Here
in most absolute terms Paul states
not merely the divinity but the deity
of Christ. The word deity, and its
corresponding word in the Greek,
denotes the 'being God: Christ is not
only Godlike; he is God" (Charles
Erdman).

All the roles, titles, and attributes of
God are invested in Jesus. What-
ever God is, Jesus is. He is the in-
carnate God, Father, Word, Spirit,
Lord, and Jehovah. (See John 1:1,

taking a

14; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9-11, 16-18;
20:28; II Corinthians 3:17 .)
In sum, Jesus Christ is the

incarnation of the one God, and
according to Colossians 2:6-8 this
truth is foundational to our faith.

The Uniqueness of Jesus
Ephesians 3:19 uses similar lan-
guage as part of a prayer that Chris-
tians "might be filled with all the
fulness of God:' Although the lan-
guage is similar to that of
Colossians 2:9, the idea is somewhat
different. Ephesians 3:19 does not
mean that Christians can be God
incarnate as Jesus is, nor does
Colossians 2:9 mean merely that
Jesus was filled with the Spirit as
Christians are. A study of their
respective contexts will demonstrate
the differences between these two
verses.
The main theme of Colossians is the
lordship of Jesus. In particular,
Colossians 1-2  proclaims His
authority, preeminence,

omniscience, omnipotence, and
deity. The specific words used
in Colossians 2:9 express that
He is God incarnate. Thus the
verse strongly affirms the
absolute deity of Jesus Christ.
By contrast, the main subject of
Ephesians is the church. The
church is the fullness of Christ
because it is His body
(Ephesians 1:23). The prayer
that we be filled with the
fullness of God is coupled with
the prayer that Christ dwell in
our hearts (Ephesians 3:17). In
other words, since Christ is the
fullness of God, when we have
Christ in us we have the
fullness of God in us. Thus
Ephesians 3:19 speaks of the
fullness we have through
Christ. It is a parallel to
Colossians 2:10, not Colossians
2:9.
Jesus Christ is different from
Christians in that He is actually
God incarnate, God revealed in
flesh, the human
personification of the one God.
The Deity resides in Him
because He was literally con-
ceived by the Spirit of God;
God joined Himself to
humanity in the womb of
Mary. Jesus embodies the Spirit
of God without measure (John
3:34-35). Ordinary humans can
live without the Spirit of God
in them, but it was not so with
Jesus. He was God by nature,
by right, by idenity; He was not
merely deified by an anointing
or indwelling. Unlike the case
of a Spirit-filled person, the
humanity of Jesus was in-
extricably joined with all the
fullness of God's Spirit.
Jesus possessed the unlimited
power, authority, and character
of God as His very nature,

( continued page 11)
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While we participate in those qualities
only by having Christ in us. We have the
fullness of God in our lives only as we let
Jesus Christ live in us. We can let God's
nature shine through us and control us,
but we can also quench it and let our own
human nature dominate.

The All-Sufficiency of Jesus

Colossians 2:10 is the practical application
of verse 9. The deity of Jesus Christ is not
merely an abstract theological concept; it
has profound implications for our daily
lives. Since Jesus is the fullness of God in
flesh, we are "complete".....-filled,
completed-in Him.

Complete" here comes from the same
Greek root word as "fulness" in verse 9.
Some translations use the same English
word in both verses to make the
connection clear: "And you have been
given fullness in Christ" (NIV). "And you
are in Him, made full and have come to
fullness of life-in Christ you too are filled
with the Godhead" (Amplified Bible).
Because Jesus is God incarnate, He is the
head of every "principality" (ruler) and
"power" (authority). (See also Colossians
1:16; 2:15.)

Not only did Jesus have original authority
as Creator, but He continues to exercise
full authority over all creation. All forces-
good or evil, natural or supernatural-are
subject to Him. In other words, He is
omnipotent (all powerful).

We have everything we need in Jesus. The
new Dbirth consists of repentance,
remission of sins at water baptism, and the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, all of which
come through the name of Jesus (Luke
24:47; John 14:26; Acts 2:38). Even if
someone does not understand the doctrine
of God or has never heard of the Holy
Ghost, he can repent of his sins by
confessing to Jesus, have his sins washed
away in the name of Jesus, and receive
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the Holy Ghost, (the Spirit of Jesus) by

calling upon Jesus in faith. If all we
know is Jesus, we know enough to be
saved, healed, delivered, protected, and
preserved, for when we have Him we
have everything that God is...

Three Things

| know three things must ever be

To keep a nation strong and free:
One is a hearthstone bright and dear
With busy, happy loved ones near;

Communicating With Christ
As the plane took off, the man pulled out his pocket
New Testament and began to read. Eventually the man

] sitting next to him re-marked, "l don't go much for
One is a ready heart and hand religion.”
To love and serve and keep the land;  wgpon gaid the other. "Well, | surely feel you're missing
One is a worn and beaten way something.”

To where the people go to pray.

So long as these are kept alive
Nation and people will survive.
God keep them, always,everywhere
The hearth, the flag, the place of
prayer.

Perfect Through Suffering
God never would send you the
darkness,

If He felt you could bear the light; But
you would not cling to His guiding
hand,

If the way were always bright;
And you would not care to walk by
faith,

Could you always walk by sight.
'Tis true He has many an anguish For
your sorrowful heart to bear. And
many a cruel thorn crown
For your tired head to wear;

He knows how few would reach glory
If pain did not guide them there. So He
sends you the blinding darkness,
And the furnace of seven fold heat;
'Tis the only way, believe me,

To keep you close to His feet,

For 'tis always so easy to wander
When our lives are glad and sweet.
Then nestle your hand in your Father's
And sing if you can, as you go;
Your song may cheer someone behind

Noah was a conspiracy
Theorist, Until it rained.

"Well" replied the man in a rather nettled tone, "l don't
see much reason in believing in a Christ that's been
dead 2,000 years."

"What's that?" replied the other. "Christ dead? Why,
that can't be! | was just talking to Him a few minutes
ago.

WHAT ARE YOU SEEKING?
Are you concerned that | will take My
gifts away from you? Surely, the gifts
and the calling are without repentance.
Are you seeking my face, or My hand?
Are you spending quality time with Me,
or are you involved in a ritual of time
planning? Let go, and let My Spirit take
you to places heretofore you have not
been. Let your feet be as the hind's feet,
and stand in the high places as |
minister to your daily needs. Your
greatest needs are not those as you
perceive them to be. Your greatest
needs you are not as yet really aware of,
and so has My hand closed your eyes to
them. For if you truly knew how great
your need really is, you would falter in
faith, and remove your eyes back to
yourself. Continue to look steadfastly
into the face of your Redeemer, and let
not the accusing darts hit their mark.
Remain in Me, as | remain in you, and
you shall ask whatever you will, and it
shall be given to you.
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Keep Walking

We SEE PEOPLE WALKING for their health in the cool of the day. Their physicians have told them to put some EXERTION some added
EFFORT behind their walk. That's the only kind of walk that will physically benefit them and improve the condition of their heart. "Sling
those arms take broad steps,” the doctor says. "Walk when it's cool every day! Be persistent! You must!" His instruction calls for an
emphatic and definite walk!

Let's look back to the first walk in the cool of the day. Surely, Adam and Eve had a beautiful, glorious walk with God every day before their
"fall.” It was, no doubt, habitual and greatly anticipated. Adam and Eve enjoyed it God enjoyed it. The very purpose of God's creation of
man was being fulfilled-mutual fellowship!

How beautiful! What a privilege to have such a close, personal relationship with Almighty God! It always has been God's yearning desire
that all mankind walk with Him persistently ... every day.

But what happened to those initial parents of the human race? What a shame! A little bit of fruit caught their eyes, lured them, and caused
them to wander from that beautiful path where they gloriously walked with God. They lost so much to gain so little! And the vast majority
of mankind has been playing a similar losing game ever since.

Let us ask ourselves the question, "Is there an 'apple’ of your eye that would lure you from your walk with God?" Satan is still selling
"apples" he always considers you and me a potential customer. If he can entice souls from the glory path, then he can sell "forbidden
fruit.”

How beautiful! What a privilege to have such a close, personal relationship with AImighty God! It always has been God's yearning desire
that all mankind walk with Him persistently ... every day.

But what happened to those initial parents of the human race? What a shame! A little bit of fruit caught their eyes, lured them, and caused
them to wander from that beautiful path where they gloriously walked with God. They lost so much to (Genesis 3:8-10). First came
disobedience followed by condemnation and shame.

Oh, Adam why weren't you and Eve walking in the garden, and talking with the spiritual "Voice"? That walk would have kept you entirely
separated from the tree of forbidden fruit!
It will behoove us to notice how many times God inspired the holy prophets and apostles to make reference to various manners- or types
of walking. Of course, most references are regarding a spiritual walk. The doctor earnestly instructs the heart patient to "keep
walking." So, let us also obey the Great Physician, and keep intact our walk with Him. It will keep our hearts "tuned up" and Spiritually
healthy. The words of the old song is here brought to mind:
You've got to keep on walking, keep on walking,
Walking in the light of the Lord. You'll get to heaven some day,
If you walk in the right way, Walking in the light of the Lord.

How true. We must keep walking in the light of true repentance: keeping the old adamic nature "dead." It is necessary that we keep
ourselves (through prayer) immersed in (and filled with) the resurrecting power of the Holy Ghost. We must keep walking with Jesus in
the light of His holy path, constantly praising and adoring Him ! "Hand in hand we walk each day, Hand in hand along the way. Walking
thus I cannot stray, Hand in hand with Jesus." May God help us to make this more than just a song in church. May it be a constant
experience in our hearts.

"And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him" (Genesis 5:24). Surely, Enoch is typical of the souls that God will take in
the rapture those who do His good pleasure (Hebrews 11:5) and keep walking with Him!
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When Prayer Isn't "Answered"
Try this checklist for possible
reasons:

Since God does not always "answer"
prayer affirmatively, it is essential to
remember that His revealed will may
be otherwise (Il Cor. 2:8-10) or His
unrevealed will may be otherwise
(Rom. 8:26). Besides these basic
possibilities, the Bible presents
clearly stated conditions required of
those who pray. Do we take them
seriously? Consider the following:

1) "If | regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear me."” Psa.
66:18Unconfessed, unforsaken
sin renders prayer altogether
futile. And remember some
biblical definitions of sin: "the
thought of foolishness" [Prov.
24:9); "whatsoever is not of
faith” [Rom. 14:23); failure to
discharge known re-sponsibility
(James 4:17); "lawlessness" -re-
bellion against authority (I John
3:4); "ceasing to pray" (I Sam,
12:23), And take a long look at
Ephesians 4:25-29 and 5:3-5-
written to Christians!

"Ye ask, and receive not, because
ye ask amiss" (James 4:3). How
much prayer is selfishly
motivated, instead of directly or
indi-rectly concerned with God's
plans for restora-tion of universal
sovereignty to Christ!

"And all things, whatsoever ye
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive" (Matt. 21:22). "But
let him ask in faith, noth-ing
wavering" (James 1:6). "He that
cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek

him" (Heb. 11:6).

"Men ought always to pray, and
not to faint" (Luke 18:1). Our
Lord's illustration of the man who
woke his neighbor at midnight
(Luke 11 :5-8) and of the
importunate widow (Luke 18:1-8)

2)

3)

4)

emphasize the necessity for perseverance
in prayer.

Why this is necessary with an omnipotent
God is understood when we remember that
He is never in the hurry which we are and
has purposes to accomplish related to our
prayer of which we may know nothing at
the time.

G. Campbell Morgan wrote of those
"unanswered" prayers for which no
immediate explanation is apparent the
following:

| thank Thee, Lord, for mine unanswered
prayers
Unanswered, save Thy quiet, kindly,
‘Nay.'
Yet it seemed hard, among my heavy
cares,
That bitter day.
| wanted joy; but Thou didst know for
me
That sorrow was the gift | needed most,
And in its mystic depths | learned to see
The Holy Ghost.
| wanted wealth; 'twas not the better
part;

There is a wealth with poverty oft given,
And Thou didst teach me of the gold of
heart,

Best gift of heaven."

5) But the prince of the kingdom ot Persia
withstood me one and twenty days" (Dan.
10:13).

One of Satan's minions delayed God's
messenger to Daniel for three weeks while
the prophet fasted and prayed. But the out
come was certain.

"From the first day that thou didst set thine
heart to understand, and to chasten thyself
before thy God, thy words were
heard" (Dan. 10:12).

God may still be us-ing our great adversary
to teach us the necessity and infinite
blessing! of "chastening” ourselves before
God.

Thanksgiving Meditation
Paula Brodin

We should thank God for table food

And all things that sustain our life,

But we should thank Him even more

Because He sent "the Bread of Life."

"I am the bread of life," Christ said; "I'll
raise you up at the last day

If you will eat that bread from God

A little portion every day."

John Six describes that living Bread
Which would give men eternal life;
So eat the turkey and the rest,

And also taste that Bread of Life.

Be thankful we can earn our food,
Our shelter, and the clothes we wear,
And after all is said and done,

We have a little bit to share.

Pray for the men who rule our land,
That they be faithful to God's will. Make
this a great Thanksgiving Day, All you
who trust the Lord God still.

To Mothers of Missionaries
So send | you to give your own with gladness,
To let them go unhindered to the lost,
To hide the tears and every trace of sadness.
So send | you to taste with Me the cost.
So send | you to anxious days of waiting
For word that often leaves so much untold,
To nights of burdened vigil unabating.
So send | you to watch the gap you hold.
So send | you to walk alone when aged,
To need the strength of one you cannot call,
To lean on Me and on the ones | bring you.
So send | you to find in Me your all.
So send | you to know the joy of serving,
To share the triumphs of the one you send,
To reap the fruit of sacrifice unswerving.
So send | you to joy without an end.
As the Father hath sent Me, so send | you.

by:Winona Carroll

You'll never get a busy signal on the
prayer line to heaven.
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Our Dim Eyes Seek a Beacon Think On These Things

Our dim eyes seek a beacon,
And our weary feet a guide,
And our hearts of all life's mystery,
Seek a meaning and a key;
But a cross shines on our pathway,
On it hangs the crucified,
And He answers all our longings,
With the whisper, "Follow Me."

- selected

The Joy of Sharing

Have you known the joy of sharing,
Known the thrill of burden-bearing;
Have you lifted from some one'

His load of care?

Have you felt in truest fashion, The rich
meaning of compassion, And the glory
of your Privilege to share?

Oh, to be a friend and neighbor
And to help thru toil and labor,
With a heart that's always

Set to do and dare!

Thus our lives will be refreshing,
With the sunshine of God's blessing,
As we make it our main
Business to SHARE.
Dale Crowley

Let us give!
Let us give!
And remember by our gifts that we
May go to lands across the sea
And thru our missionaries there,
In loving service have a share,
As dying people learn to live
Because we give!
Let us give!
Tithes and offerings -never less--
And God who sees and knows will bless,
And thru His power our gifts shall go
Beyond the world we see and know,
And we'll richer, better live
Because we give!
Myrtle R Creasman

FAITH CUP A Joyful "toon by Mike Waters

YOoU HAVE TO TURN

YOUR CUP P I

© 2007 Michael D. Waters

www._joyfultoons.com

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

- Romans 5.2 kv

Clean Out The Well

A man in the north of England was converted, and the
work was apparently thoroughly done. When he was
fairly out of the darkness, he began to make things
right with his neighbors. Among other things, he
cleaned out his well. In the bottom of it were found
three log chains and various other articles of value
which his neighbors had long missed and could not
trace.

When the man cleaned out his well, his neighbors got
what belonged to them; and there was very little
question as to the genuineness of the work wrought in
the man.

There are many young persons who claim to have
been converted, but their religion has never gone to
the bottom of their wells. Zacchaeus cleaned his well
when he said, "If | have taken anything from any man
by false accusation, | restore him fourfold."

Many a man is wondering why he does not have the
peace and joy and blessing which others possess.
Perhaps a look in the bottom of the well, as an
investigation of his accounts, and an overhauling of
his business matters could give him some light on the
subject.

A TRACT IS

A silent missionary

A faithful missionary

A sower of God"s Word A tireless
worker

A continuous worker

A Very economical worker

A worker that, repeats many times

A worker that never angers

A worker that never contradicts itself
worker that may touch multitudes

A worker that can go anywhere

A worker that stays on the job

A worker that needs no vacation

A worker that is fearless

A worker that goes where you cannot
A worker that needs no salary

A worker that never gets sick

A worker that needs no building

A worker that, is easily available

A worker that heeds no opposition

A worker that travels in pockets

A worker that persists in calling

A worker that always is obedient

A worker that speaks many languages
A worker that takes no offerings

A worker that has much patience

A worker that depends on the Holy
Ghost-

Hope and Reason

An atheist has a reason,
but no hope for his
reason.

A hypocrite has a hope,
but no reason for his
hope.

A Christian has a
reason for his hope,
and a hope for his
reason.
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Study Course
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Faith Tabernacle
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"Seeking for the Lost"
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Come Let Jesus Light up your Life!
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Apostolic Theological Seminary
Kaplan ,LA.

All courses are taught live via the
Internet with degreed professors.
337-285-6045

First Apostolic Church
1801 Durst St.
Nacogdoches, Tx.
Pastor Brent Crosswhite

"Should anyone hear the Gospel
twice when some have never heard
it once"

First Apostolic Church
11384 Crossett Rd
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Pastor J.T.Wheat

Apostolic Faith Tabernacle
1699 Forest Ave.
Maysville, KY 41056
Pastor Randall Osman
937-217-1000

"A Church That Preaches What

The Bible Teaches"

Bible Truth Tabernacle
Apostolic Church

850 E. Main St.
Bedford,VA 24523
Pastor Wayne Lawhorn
540-587-4111

Knoxville Apostolic Church

10605 Chapman Hwy,
Seymour, TN 37865
Pastor Scott Sparks
317-402-0252

Truth Tabernacle Church &

School 7601 Ohio River Rd.
Wheelersburg, OH 45694
Pastor Robert E.Davis
740-574-8449

Apostolic Lighthouse
Pentecostal Church
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Pastor D.A.Rousseau
719-766-5085

Truth Tabernacle
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Church Of Jesus Christ Hwy 51 N.
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Pastor Ray Winstead
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Truth Tabernacle
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Pastor Mike Phillips

Apostolic Church
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Apostolic Church OF Wasson 4340
US 45 North Harrisburg, IL 62946
Pastor Nathan Prather
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What can you do to help,

What can you do Today?

Do something amazing by helping
change the lives of people who don’t
know the truth. There are lots of
ways you can make a difference:
Prayer, because God is mindful of
prayer, prayer is an action that gets
God involved, but giving is an
action you take by faith that gets
you directly involved to help the
work of God get carried out to the
lost. Every other month we have
been able to mail America’s
Christian Newspaper out but not
the volume we need, is it ever
enough when there are so many to
reach. Please help us to reach
others. Any donations great or
small is a blessing. All donations
are used strictly for reaching out
with this newspaper. God bless You

Sister Gail Huddleston
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“TRULY A GREAT FAMILY CAMP”

Western Kentucky Apostolic Youth CONFERENCE

JULY 12" thru 15™ 2022

Elder Russell 4 Nights and 3 Days  Elder Michael

Frai 7er LOCATED AT THE FAIR GROUNDS ON ARCH ST Hearn
Madisonville, Kentucky

Pastor Juni ole Welcomes All
We Are Looking f M y New Young People This Year
Make Plans to Attend.
Great Free Meals served after each Service

EveryoneIs Invited
*SPECIAL SPEAKERS*

Elder Michael Hearn......... 1:00 p.m.
Elder Russell Fraizer.............7:30 p.m.

Special Singing and Choir
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The Doctrine
of
Jesus Christ

by David K Bernard,
Associate Editor

"For in him dwe/leth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily. And
ye are complete in him, which is the
head ofall principalityand power"
(Colossians 2:9-10)-

Colossians 2:9 presents the doc-
trine of Jesus Christ n con-
trast to false teachings. It is a mag-
nificent description of the Incarna-
tion, emphasizing both the true de-
ity and true humanity of Jesus
Christ. Let us examine each major
word of the verse.

The Identity of Jesus

e "Him." The antecedent
"Christ;' or more fully, "Christ
Jesus the Lord" (verses 6, 8).

o "Dwelleth;' or lives. The word is
in the present tense, meaning that
the fullness of God continues to
dwell in Jesus Christ. The union of
deity and humanity in Christ is
permanent.

Pentecostal Herald + December, 1990 o 2

» "Godhead" (theotes): the Deity.
This Greek word appears only here
n the New Testament. According to
the Wycliffe Bible Commentary, it is
"the abstract noun for God _.. and
includes not only the divine attri-
butes but also the divine nature."
The word refers to the state of be-
ing God, to the sum total of God's
nature. The identity of Jesus as
God would be established if verse
9 simply said, "In tim dwells the
Godhead," for by definition "God-
head" is the fullness of absolute
deity.

 "Fulness" (pleroma): plenitude,
totality. The Gnostics used this
word to designate the supreme God
in contrast to lesser emanations
from Him. This verse contradicts
the Gnostic view that Christ was an
emanation from the pleroma; in-
stead, it says that the pleroma is in
Christ. To be as clear as possible,
the verse says "the fulness" of the
Godhead dwells in Jesus, although
the Godhead can never be less than
complete and absolute. (See also
Colossians 1:19.)

« "All:' To underscore the deity of
Christ even further, the verse says
"all" the fullness, although by
definition anything less than all
would not be fullness. J. B Light-
foot explained that "all the fulness"
means "the totality of the divine
powers and attributes:' Thus verse
9 uses three words to declare the
absolute deity of Jesus in the
strongest of terms, although one
would have been sufficient to ex-
press the point.

« "Bodily (somatikos): "bodily-
wise, corporeally, assuming a bodi-
ly form, becoming incarnate, with
a bodily manifestation” (Lightfoot).
This word contradicts the Gnostic
view that Christ was a spirit being
only. In Christ, God has joined Him+

(Tum to page 18)

This article was excerpted from
"The Message of Colossians and
Philemon,” a new Word Aflame
Press book, and edited for this
publication.
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self to humanity and has come in-
to this world as a human being.

In order to capture the full mean-
ing and implication of verse 9, let
us examine some other translations,
paraphrases, and commentaries.

e "For in Christ all the fullness of
the Deity lives in bodily form" (NIY).

e "For in Christ the Godhead in
all its fulness dwells incarnate"
(Twentieth Century New Testament).

e "It is in him that God gives a
full and complete expression of
himself (within the physical limits
that he set himself in Christ)" (J. B
Phillips).

e "For in Christ there is all of God
in a human body" (Kenneth Taylor,
in the Living Bible).

e "For in Him the whole fullness
of Deity (the Godhead), continues
to dwell in bodily form-giving
complete expression of the divine
nature” (Amplified Bible).

e "In Him (Christ) dwells perman-
ently all the fulness (pleroma, plen-
itude) of the Godhead or deity in
bodily form, and even also in His
glorified humanity upon the throne
of the universe” (J. W. Shepard).

e "In Christ the entire fulness of
the Godhead abides for ever, hav-
ing united itself with man by tak-
ing a human body" (Lightfoot).

e " 'In him' is emphatic. It is in
Christ, and nowhere else, that one
is to find the fulness of the God-
head: In him the fullness dwelleth;
that is, has its permanent abode.
This 'fulness' means the unbound-
ed powers and attributes of God.
The word 'Godhead' denotes the es-
sence or content of divine being,
that indeed which constitutes God.
Here in most absolute terms Paul
states not merely the divinity but
the deity of Christ. The word deity,
and its corresponding word in the
Greek, denotes the 'being God:

Christ is not only Godlike; he is
God" (Charles Erdman).

All the roles, titles, and attributes
of God are invested in Jesus. What-
ever God is, Jesus is. He is the in-
carnate God, Father, Word, Spirit,
Lord, and Jehovah. (See John 1:1,
14; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9-11, 16-18;
20:28; I Corinthians 3:17 ) In sum,
Jesus Christ is the incarnation of
the one God, and according to Col-
ossians 2:6-8 this truth is founda-
tional to our faith.

The Uniqueness of Jesus

Ephesians 3:19 uses similar lan-
guage as part of a prayer that Chris-
tians "might be filled with all the
fulness of God:" Although the lan-
guage is similar to that of Colos-
sians 2:9, the idea is somewhat dif-
ferent. Ephesians 3:19 does not
mean that Christians can be God
incarnate as Jesus is, nor does Col-
ossians 2:9 mean merely thatJesus
was filled with the Spirit as Chris-
tians are. A study of their respec-
tive contexts will demonstrate the
differences between these two
verses.

The main theme of Colossians is
the lordship ofJesus. In particular,
Colossians 12 proclaims His au-
thority, preeminence, omniscience,
omnipotence, and deity. The spe-
cific words used in Colossians 2:9
express that He is God incarnate.
Thus the verse strongly affirms the
absolute deity of Jesus Christ.

By contrast, the main subject of
Ephesians is the church. The church
is the fullness of Christ because it
is His body (Ephesians 1:23). The
prayer that we be filled with the
fullness of God is coupled with the

prayer that Christ dwell in our
hearts (Ephesians 3:17). In other
words, since Christ is the fullness
of God, when we have Christ in us
we have the fullness of God in us.
Thus Ephesians 3:19 speaks of the
fullness we have through Christ. It
is a parallel to Colossians 2:10, not
Colossians 2:9.

Jesus Christ is different from
Christians in that He is actually
God incarnate, God revealed in
flesh, the human personification of
the one God. The Deity resides in
Him because He was literally con-
ceived by the Spirit of God; God
joined Himself to humanity in the
womb of Mary. Jesus embodies the
Spirit of God without measure
(John 3:34-35). Ordinary humans
can live without the Spirit of God in
them, but it was not so with Jesus.
He was God by nature, by right, by
idf _ty; He was not merely deified
by an anointing or indwelling. Un-
like the case of a Spirit-filled per-
son, the humanity of]Jesus was in-
extricably joined with all the full-
ness of God's Spirit.

Jesus possessed the unlimited
power, authority, and character of
God as His very nature, while we
participate in those qualities only
by having Christ in us. We have the
fullness of God in our lives only as
we let Jesus Christ live in us. We
can let God's nature shine through
us and control us, but we can also
quench it and let our own human
nature dominate.

The All-Sufficiency of Jesus
Colossians 2:10 is the practical

application ofverse 9. The deity of
Jesus Christ is not merely an ab-
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stract theological concept; it has
profound implications for our dai-
ly lives. Since Jesus is the fullness
of God in flesh, we are "com-
plete"....filled, completed-in Him.
"Complete” here comes from the
same Greek root word as "fulness"
in verse 9. Some translations use
the same English word in both vers-
es to make the connection clear:
"And you have been given fullness
in Christ" (NIV). "And you are in
Him, made full and have come to
fullness of life-in Christ you too
are filled with the Godhead" (Am-
plified Bible).

Because Jesus is God incarnate,
He is the head of every "principali-
ty" (ruler) and "power" (authority).
(See also Colossians 1:16; 2:15.) Not

only did Jesus have original au-
thority as Creator, but He contin-
ues to exercise full authority over
all creation. All forces-good or
evil, natural or supernatural-are
subject to Him. In other words, He
is omnipotent (all powerful).

We have everything we need in
Jesus. The new birth consists of
repentance, remission of sins at
water baptism, and the baptism of
the Holy Spirit, all of which come
through the name of Jesus (Luke
24:47; John 14:26; Acts 2:38). Even
if someone does not understand
the doctrine of God or has never
heard of the Holy Spirit, he can re-
pent of his sins by confessing to
Jesus, have his sins washed away
in the name of Jesus, and receive

the Holy Spirit (the Spirit of Jesus)
by calling upon Jesus in faith. If all
we know is Jesus, we know enough
to be saved, healed, delivered, pro-
tected, and preserved, for when we
have Him we have everything that
God is. D
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THE WORDS wax, waxed, waxen,
waxeth and waxing appear
several times in Scripture. For ex-
ample, "David waxed stronger and
stronger” (II Samuel 3:1) and
“David waxed greater and greater”
(I Chronicles 11:9). In reference to
Jesus we read, “And the child grew,
and waxed strong in spirit” (Luke
1:80; 2:40). The Apostle Paul wrote
of weak followers “waxing confi-
dent by my bonds” (Philippians
1:14).

As | began to think on what these
words meant, my mind drifted to
the art of making candles, which is

By George Shalm

not very common now that we have
electricity. In the East, however,
where there are frequent power
failures, candles are still popular.

Making a candle begins with a
short piece of string, which does
not possess much value in itself. In
the process of making the candle,
the wax is melted and the pliant
string is dipped into the boiling
wax adain and again. Each time a
new coat of wax is allowed to

Brother Shalm is the Regional
Field Supervisor of the Asia
Region.

harden before dipping it again in-
to the liquid wax. The candle does
not appear in a moment of time;
but in the repeated dippings a can-
dle of desired dimension is created.
If the desire is for a fancy candle,
colors and designs can be added.

Spiritually, every time we are
dipped into trials of “boiling” ex-
periences, we come out having
“waxed” stronger, greater, or more
confident. When we are complete-
ly made into a candle, we are ready
to be burned with the flame of the
Holy Spirit to bring the Light to the
world. O
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By O. F. Fauss

Assistant General Superintendent

In John 20:17, Jesus told Mary: “Touch me not; for
I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my
brethren, and say unto them. I ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and to my God, and your God.” Why
did Jesus have to go to the Father to be glorified?

Another questioner asks, Why did Jesus say to
Mary, “Touch me not,” then tell Thomas eight days
later, “Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands;
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side”’?

Mary had seen Jesus after His resurrection, but
she still thought of Him as only a man. Although she
had recognized Him as her Lord and Master, she had
never seen Him as had the three disciples on the
Mount of Transfiguration, when He was transfigured
before them, and His face shone as the sun (2 Peter
1:16, 17; Matthew 17:1, 2).

Jesus had spoken of being glorified, and this was
to happen before the outpouring of the Holy Ghost.
(Read John 7:39.) The human body of Jesus had to be
glorified by the Spirit, even the Father, that in Him
(Jesus) should all the fulness of the Godhead dwell.
John saw Him in His glory, and heard Him say, “I am
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last . . . I am he that
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for-
evermore’ (Revelation 1:11, 18).

Why did Jesus forbid Mary to touch Him? The
Scriptures do not say. There have been different
interpretations. Some say that Mary wanted to hold
on to Him, to detain Him, and this was not according
to His will. Others say that He had not yet entered
into the Most Holy Place in heaven, with His own
blood, to obtain eternal redemption for us (Hebrews
9:11, 12), and should not have been touched by human
hands until he had done so. Eight days later, He

could say to Thomas, “. . . reach hither thy hand, and
thrust it into my side, . . .” because by then He had
ascended into heaven, entered into the Most Holy
Place in the heavenly tabernacle with His own blood,
and purchased eternal redemption for us.

One thing worthy of note is Jesus’ compassion for
Mary Magdalene, who had followed Him since He
had brought deliverance to her by the touch of His
hand. She was heartbroken over His death. According
to John’s Gospel, she had come to the sepulchre,
found the stone rolled away, and Jesus’ body gone.
She still did not understand that He was to rise from
the dead. All she wanted was to see Him. Undoubtedly
she said within herself, “I must find Him; I must see
Him.”

Hearing footsteps behind her, she turned, suppos-
ing the one approaching to be the gardener. She said
unto Him, “Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me
where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary,” and she recognized Him.
It was then that He told her not to touch Him.

One desperately hungry soul longed to see Him,
and He halted the process of His glorification to
satisfy the hunger of that soul.

He is still touched with the feeling of our infirmities.
He is anxious to hear the effectual, fervent prayer of a
righteous man, and has declared through James that
such prayer availeth much.

EVANGELIST AVAILABLE

Evangelist and Mrs. Joe Campbell are again engaged in
full-time evangelistic work. Those interested may contact
them at 218 West Tate, Brownfield, Texas.
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WHAT MUST WE DO? $1.00

The plan of salvation is thoroughly and clearly discussed in
the scriptures. “What Must We Do’ is a very simple and easily
understood explanation of salvation as written by Jesus Christ,
Peter and Paul. ““What Must We Do'’ proves Jesus, Petgr and
Paul, though using different terminology, were speaking of
the same new birth experience. This book may be given to
those who are unfamiliar with the Pentecostal experience, or
to new converts. Its basic message of redemption will be of
great help.

Don Brumley

« « «
Bernadine Kreis and Alice Pattie

UP FROM GRIEF $3.95

"Up From Grief'’ has been written to help those who are
in grief, those who need to understand grief in order to help a
relative or friend, and those who work with the grief stricken.

Grief is real, there needs to be an understanding that grief
is more than a word.

There are three predictable stages of grief: shock, suffer-
ing, and slow recovery.

Grievers are interviewed and openly and frankly express
their loneliness and grief.

You'll find many ways to help in this important ministry.
Read "'Up From Grief.”
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The one supreme
purpose for which
the Bible was giv-
en is that we might
know Him. There
are 228,500,000 in

L the dark commu-
E. J. McClintock nistic and heathen-
istic land of China alone that have never
heard of the name of Jesus, let alone
know anything about His wonderful
love for them. Then we see another
dark picture which is just as appalling,
and that is the untold millions in this
earth who know about Him from an
historical standpoint but have never
really met Him, have never experienced
His marvelous grace and love in their
hearts. What a privilege we have to
know Him as we do today.

These words come thundering down
to us today “That I might know Him,
and the power of His resurrection, and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being
made conformable unto His death; If
by any means I might attain unto the
resurrection of the dead.” Phil. 3:10-11.
In the preceding verses of this third
chapter of Philippians Paul wrote and
admonished the disciples to rejoice in
the Lord and not to place any confidence
in the flesh. He set forth the facts clear-
ly that if anyone had a right to rejoice
in the fiesh, it was himself. “Circum-
cised the eighth day, of the stock of
lsrael, of the tribe of Benjamin, an
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching
the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal,
persecuting the church; touching the
righteousness which is in the law, blame-
less.” Verses 5-6. Paul was quite a “re-
ligious man but was not a “Christian.”
Paul was blameless as far as the right-
eousness of the law was concerned but
he still did not know Jesus and have an
experience of His marvelous life of
grace and pardon from sin.

Paul met Jesus on the road to Damas-
cus and from that time on his whole
life was completely changed. He could
then say: “But what things were gain
to me, those I counted loss for Christ.”
Paul was a new creature, old things had
passed away and all things had become
new. He “KNEW?” Christ without the
shadow of a doubt. Young people—we
must know Him! Mary chose that bet-
ter part which Jesus said would not be
taken from her. Her desire was to sit
at His feet and learn from the gracious
"words that fell from His lips. Today
we can get alone with God and open
His precious word and learn of Him.

Do we really want to know Him and
why should we? We believe there are
several reasons why we should want
to know Him which we shall set forth.

FIRST: He is the only means of sal-
vation for the world today. He is our
only Saviour. The law only brought
condemnation, sin and death with no
hope. The penalty of breaking the law
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TO KNOW HIM

E. J. McCLINTOCK, Mississippi District
Conquerors President

was death. We were all condemned to
die, but Christ came and paid the price
for our redemption by His death on the
cross. This set us free from the curse
of the law if we believed on Him and
obeyed the terms of the Gospel. He
covers us with a robe of righteousness,
pure and spotless, not self-righteousness
which came by the law, but a robe un-
defiled by human instrumentality. Christ
is the only answer to the need of man
today. His gospel is the force which
can save men today from their sins.
Jesus proved all His claims emphati-
cally when he said to the sick of the
palsy and others, “Arise take up thy
bed and walk and immediately the lame
man took up his bed and walked.” We
must know Him as our Saviour if we are
to know Him in any other way.

SECOND: We should know Him and
the power of His resurrection. The Spir-
it of God is the power by which Christ
was raised from the dead. Paul desired
more of this power in his life. The pre-
cious Spirit of God is what we need
more of in our lives today. We need
that power to walk uprightly bafore
Him and stand firm and true to Him.
Jesus told the sarly discirdes: “Ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy (GGhost
is come upon you: and ye shall be wit-
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth.” They
received this power when they tarried in
the city of Jerusalem until the day of
Pentecost was fully come. After this
marvelous infusion of the Spirit of God
into every fibre of their beings the dis-
ciples went forth into all the known
world preaching repentance toward God,
baptism in water in the mighty name
of Jesus and the receiving of the Holy
Ghost baptism with the evidence of
speaking in other tongues. Without this
wonderful experience in our lives we
will not be ready to leave this world
when Jesus comes. Also, unless we keep
this experience paramount in our lives,
we will miss the greatest event of all
ages, the coming of Jesus for His Bride.
Definitely, it is essential for us to know
Him in the power of His resurrection.

THIRD: “That I might know Him
and the fellowship of His suffering.”
The Apostle Paul learned many things
through suffering that he would have
never learned otherwise. In 2 Corinth-
ians 11:24-28 Paul enumerates several
of his experiences thusly: “Of the Jews
five times received I forty stripes save
one. Thrice was I stoned, thrice was I
beaten with rods, thrice I suffered ship-
wreck, a night and a day I have been in
the deep; in journeyings often, in perils
of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heath-
en, in perils in the city, in perils
in the wilderness, in perils in the
sea, in perils among false brethren: In
weariness and painfulness, in watchings
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often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness. Beside
those things that are without, that which
cometh upon me daily, the care of all
the churches.” But Paul had also learned
a great secret and that was to let his ex-
periences in suffering work for him. In 2
Corinthians 4:17-18 we read: “For our
light affliction, which is but for a mo-
ment, worketh for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory;
While we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are
not seen; for the things which are seen
are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal.” Paul had learned
to have fellowship with Christ through
suffering. Another outstanding scrip-
ture on this subject of suffering is found
in I Peter 2:21, reading “For even here-
unto were ye called; because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that we should follow His steps.” Pente-
costal Conquerors, we are called to lay
aside all and follow Christ, yes take
up our cross daily and walk humbly be-
fore Him. If our Master was hated and
persecuted, so will His true followers
today. Do you still want to know Him?
Paul Ionged to know Him in the fellow-
ship of His suffering.

FOURTH: “That we might know Him
in the resurrection and see Him face
to face, “If by any means I might at-
tain unto the resurrection of the dead.”
Paul’s ultimate goal was the resurrec-
tion, the redemption of the body, the
changing of mortal to immortality, and

corruption to incorruption.

Paul was pressing forward if by any
means he could attain unto the resur-
rection of the dead, and he realized the
necessity of forgetting the things which
were behind' and reached forth unto
those things which were before him,
that he might gain the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.

The question again comes forcefully
to us, do we actually want to know
Him? We answer in the affirmative if
we know our own hearts. We can know
Him more and more as we yield our
lives to Him. In these dark and evil
days in which we are living it is going
to mean more to have a personal, work-
able knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us as a group of Pentecostal Con-
querors around the entire word seek
to really KNCW HIM.”

To know Him is to love Him, and to
love Him is to serve Him!!!

Thoughis Ahout Prayer

CALVIN L. RIGDON,
Conquerors Editor

WHAT IS PRAYER?

Someone has beautifully defined pray-
er thus:

“Prayer is helplessness casting itself
upon power; it is misery seeking peace;
it is unholiness embracing purity; it is
hatred longing for love; prayer is cor-
ruption panting for immortality; it is
the dove returning home; it is the eagle
soaring heavenward; it is the prisoner
pleading for release; it is the mariner
steering for a haven amid the dangerous
storm; it is the soul oppressed by the
world escaping to the empyrean, bath-
ing its ruffled plumage in the ethereal
and the divine.”

EXCUSES FOR NOT PRAYING
AND THEIR ANSWERS!
“I can’t get into the spirit of prayer
anymore.” Hannah More said she must

April, 1950






j=8 Cued NS &

The Presence of God in Us

by J. A. Meeks

Living for the Lord is the greatest
experience in the world. We
find that serving Christ brings
many blessings into our hearts,
one of which is to have the Spirit
of the Lord. One blessing of having
God's Spirit is that of being able to
feel God deep within our spirit. No
matter where we may go in this
world or what adventure we
endeavor, Jesus is always with us:
"Lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world"
(Matthew 28:20).

Some people are led to believe
that we cannot feel God's presence
in our hearts. How sad and untrue
that is. Jesus had something to
say about this subject: "At that
day ye shall know that [ am in my
Father, and ye in me, and I in you"
(John 14:20).

The apostle Paul reminds us
that we are the dwelling place of
God: "Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you?" (I
Corinthians 3: 16). Another verse
of Scripture supports this reality:
"To whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory" (Colossians 1:27).

The Lord is a real and living
force in our lives. He lives in every
born-again Christian, and we can
feel Him in our hearts and lives.
This does not mean that we can
touch the Lord physically, or that
we are capable of seeing Him with
the natural eye.

John 4:24 states that God is a
Spirit, and a spirit cannot be seen
or touched in the natural sense.
John 3:8 tells us that God's Spirit

is like the wind. The wind cannot
be seen, but no one can deny the
force and authority of the wind.
And we feel it and see its effects
wherever it is present.

While we may have a vision or
dream in which the Lord Jesus
would appear, He is not seen
today physically, yet He is seen
and known to us by His Spirit. The
Word of God tells us that we expe-
rience joy unspeakable and full of
glory, and this joy comes from the
presence of the Holy Ghost. (See I
Peter 1:8 and Romans 14:17.) This
joy belongs to every Christian, for
Christ is in him.

We are serving the living God,
and He moves and works in and
among those who believe and obey
Him. Some Christians, however,
live as if God is inactive, dead, or
unable to make Himself heard or
known spiritually.

Paul told the Athenian philoso-
phers on Mars Hill that God is
alive, a living being whom we can
find and experience: "For in him
we live, and move, and have our
b
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To those who do not know the
power of God, God may seem to be
dead, for they do not feel Him in
their souls. When Jesus touches
the soul, however, there can be no
misunderstanding about His pres-
ence. All doubt will fade, and fear
will disappear.

His presence with us makes us
proclaim as did the Samaritan
woman returning to-"the- city:
"Come, see a man, which told me
all things that ever I did: is not
this the Christ?" (John 4:29). Her
encounter with Jesus made a dif-
ference in her life. Although we are
not told, it is not unreasonable t
assume that she received the Holy
Ghost in the Samaritan revival
conducted by Philip. (See Acts 8)

When the Lord Jesus lives in the
heart, He is known to us and His
presence with us and in us makes
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A Vision for Victory

by J. L. Hall, Editor in Chief

N

hat vision should Christians have in this generation? There is no wrong and much
right for us to look for signs and wonders, miracles, revival, and evangelism. We
are also admonished to watch for signs indicating the return of Jesus Christ.

Some Christians, however, seem to focus their vision an unprofitable areas such as
flaws in the lives of fellow Christians, health and wealth in the goods of this world, politi-
cal solutions to life problems, and pleasure and fun. The Bible instructs ws o "walk cir-
cumspectly,” that is to be aware of ideas and events that crowd our horizon, but we must
not be so distracted by them that we ignore our faithful walk with God. Our focus must
remain on Jesus Christ: "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith"
(Hebrews 12:2).

Hebrews 11 presents Old Testament heroes of faith as examples of living victoriously,
and these faithful people now are a great "cloud of witnesses" to give us faith and courage
in living for God. Beginning with chapter 12, the writer uses a metaphor from a sporting
event, a race, to reveal some aspects of our Christian life. For example, the Christian life
takes effort, energy, and endurance. The heroes of faith are spectators to urge us toward
the goal at which our Judge, Jesus Christ, will crown us with victory. The witnesses won
their race, and while they provide encouragement for us, the race is now ours to win or
lose.

To enjoy victory, a Christian must lay aside "every weight, and the sin that so easily"
ensnares him, run with patience, and keep his eyes an Jesus. He endured intense hostility
from sinners, who not only rejected Him but also demanded His crucifixion. The very
people He came to save refused to receive Him, condemning Him to a criminal's death.
Still He gained the victory for all of us, and He stands not only at the finish line but beside
us to strengthen and guide us.

Why do Christians fail? One reason is that the events in our world become more than a
distraction; they become the focus of tlleir living. Their attention turns from Christ to self,
from holiness to worldliness, from prayer to pleasure, from the good news of Christ to
criticism, and from faith to failure. When the world around us becomes more important
than the work of Jesus Christ, we soon slow, fade, and stray from the course God set
before us. Our heavenly vision blurs, our spiritual sensitivity slips away, and our carnal
nature asserts its sinful tendency.

Yet in moments when our spiritual life suffers, we need only to look again o Jesus ©
find our way back to spiritual health. The vitality of our spiritual life is not found in
church programs or rituals but in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. When He fills
our thoughts, captures our hearts, and floods our souls, we successfully subdue our sinful
nature and resist satanic seduction. When we accept Him as our Savior, we also make
Him our Lord. To delight in Him dislodges selfishness, destroys sin, and defeats Satan.

When apostle Paul sensed that his life an earth was soon to end, he wrote his second
letter o Timothy, his son in the gospel, ©o admonish him to resist all distraction n the
work of God. He wrote for Timothy: "stir up the gift of God which is in you,” "do not be
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord," "hold fast the pattern of sound words," "be strong
in the grace tllat is in Christ Jesus," "endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,"
"be diligent to present yourself approved of God," "shun profane and vain babblings,"
"flee also youtllful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace," "avoid foolish and
ignorant disputes,” "continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of,"
"preach tlle word," "be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evan-
gelist, fulfill your ministry” (I Tirnotlly 1-4, all quotes from the NKJV).

Paul then used his own life as an example: "I have fought a good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me an that day, and not to me only...." (I
Timothy 4:7-8, NJKV). Paul's vision of tﬁe prize at the end compelled him o press m
toward the expectation of eternal joy and glory.

May we ever keep our vision clear, that our eyes will always be focused m Jesus, for
He alone is our victory. B
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The Biblical

Experience of
Salvation

by J. L. Hall

The Bible states that everyone has sinned and
come short of the glory that God wants us to enjoy
(Romans 3:23). By experience and observation, we
all know that our human nature is flawed by sin,
that we are born with a tendency to be selfish,
untruthful, and rebellious. And all of us have at
one time or another yielded to our sinful nature.
To deny that we have sinned is merely self-decep-
tion ( John 1:8).

The good news is that Jesus, who is God mani-
fested in flesh, came to our world and gave His life
on the cross to save us from our sins (Luke 19: 10).
When- He died He paid the full penalty for the sins
of everyone in the world and opened the way for us
to be forgiven of our sins (John 1:29). As the Son
of God conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a
virgin, Jesus did not have a sinful nature as we do.
Therefore, He could and did die for our sins.

As God manifested in flesh (John 1:1, 14; I
Timothy 3: 16; Matthew 1:23). Jesus has the power
to forgive us of our sins. No one can cleanse him-
self from his past sins, nor can he by his own
efforts destroy his innate sinful nature. But Jesus
can both cleanse him of his sins and give him a
new birth of righteousness. (See IJohn 1:9; John
3:3-5.)

How does a personfind salvation in Jesus Christ?
The answer is found in the Bible. God's Word to us.
During His ministry, Jesus told us that the way
into the kingdom of God is by a new birth of water
and Spirit (John 3:5). He taught that a person
must repent to enter the kingdom of God (Matthew
4:17; Luke 13:3, 5). and He assured us that God
gives the Holy Spirit to all who ask Him (Luke
11:13).

After His resurrection, Jesus told His disciples
that "repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47). He then instructed
them to stay in the city of Jerusalem until they

In its recent meeting, the Board of Publications
approved a project of promoting the publication of
tracts in all major languages. These tracts will be
available to be distributed among ethnic groups in
North America as well as in nations around the world.

This article, written by the Editorial Division, is the
first tract prepared for this project. During 1992, it will
be translated and published in English, Russian,
German, French, and Spanish. Later this tract will be
translated and published in languages spoken in all
nations. We are now translating the tract in Russian
for mass distribution in that nation.

Anyone who would like to assist in this project o
reach eve,y language group with the true gospel may
write the Pentecostal Herald.

- The Editorial Staff|

received the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8).

Ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven,
about 120 disciples received the Holy Spirit with
the sign of speaking in other languages as the
Spirit within them gave the utterance. This was a
most glorious moment, for it was the beginning of
God's salvation for the whole world through the
New Testament church.

Thousands of people witnessed the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit on the 120, and they asked the
meaning of people speaking in foreign languages
that they had not learned. The Apostle Peter
explained that speaking in tongues was the evi-
dence that God had poured out His Spirit because
Jesus died for our sins and was exalted by God.
Then the people asked the apostles, "What shall we
do?" (Acts 2:37). They wanted to be saved, so they
asked what to do in order to be filled with the Holy
Spirit.

The answer that Peter and the other apostles
gave that day is God's answer to us today. After we
believe on Jesus, we are to repent of our sins, be
baptized in water in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and then receive the Holy
Spirit. "Then Peter said to them, 'Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit"" (Acts 2:38,
NKJV). This same answer was given to the people
of Samaria (Acts 8:5-17). to Paul (Acts 9:6-17;
22: 16), to the Gentiles in Caesarea (Acts 10:34-48).
and to the converts of John the Baptist (19:1-8).

This apostolic pattern-faith, repentance. water
baptism, and infilling of the Holy Spirit-is still the
pattern of salvation for us today. There is no other
plan of salvation, no other true gospel. The apostle
Paul wrote. "But even if we, or an angel from heav-
en. preach any other gospel to you than what we
have preached to you, let him be accursed"
(Galatians 1:8).
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Why have faith in Jesus? We cannot save our-
selves, but by believing in Jesus we accept His
death on the cross for our sins. This made avail-
able God's forgiveness. We are saved by grace
through faith, and not by our works (Ephesians
2:8).

Why repent of our sins? Because we must con-
fess that we are sinners and ask God to forgive us
@ John 1:8-10). With the help of God's Spirit, we
are to turn away from our sinful ways and turn
toward God and His righteousness in Jesus Christ.
When we repent, we open the door to God's forgive-
ness.

Why be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ?
Water baptism is for the remission of sins (Acts
2:38). and sins are remitted (forgiven) in the name
of Jesus Christ (Luke 24:47; Acts 4: 12, 10:43;
22: 16). Since Jesus died for our sins, salvation is
given © us through faith in Him and in His name
(John 3:16; 20:31; Acts 16:31). In water baptism.
we identify with Him, for we are buried with Him
into His death and we also rise with Him in the
likeness of His resurrection o "walk in newness of
life." (See Romans 6:1-8.)

Water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ fol-
lows the pattern established by the apostles, for
the apostolic church always baptized converts in
the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38; 8 16 10:48;
19:5: 22:16). (See also Romans 6:4; Colossians
2:12; Galatians 3:27.) At water baptism we call on
the name of Jesus for the remission (forgiveness) of
sins and the name of Jesus is called upon us. In
this way we express our faith in His death for the
forgiveness of sins and in His resurrection for a
new life in Him. When we use the name of Jesus
Christ in water baptism, we fulfill the command of
Jesus to baptize in the singular redemptive "name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit" (Matthew 28: 19, NK]JV).

Why receive the Holy Spirit? It is the birth of the
Spirit into the kingdom of God (John 3:3, 5 I
Corinthians 12 13) During his ministry, John the
Baptist foretold that Jesus would baptize people
with the Holy Spirit. Although Jesus confirmed
that those who believe in Him would receive the
Spirit, the Spirit was not given © them until after
He was glorified-after His death and resurrection
(John 7:37-39). After His resurrection, Jesus told
His disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they
received the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8).

On the Day of Pentecost believers first received
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4), and since that moment
anyone who believes in Jesus, repents of his sins,
and is baptized in the name of Jesus Christ can
receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-39). In the Book
of Acts, Jews received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4);
Samaritans received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8 17)
Gentiles received the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44-48);
and the disciples of John the Baptist received the

Holy Spirit (Acts 19: 1-6). These biblical examples
show us that the gift of the Holy Spirit is available
to anyone regardless of race, creed, color, or
nationality. The Holy Spirit is the seal of God in
our lives and the guarantee of our inheritance of
eternal life (Ephesians 1:13-14).

How does a person receive the Holy Spirit? A
person receives the Holy Spirit today the same way
people received the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts.
When we believe, repent, and are baptized, we are
ready to receive the Holy Spirit. Repentance and
baptism are biblical faith responses to the gospel,
and by faith we allow God to fill us with His_ Spirit.
God gives the Spirit to anyone who opens his heart
in obedient faith to Him.

How does a person know when he receives the
Spirit?  When a person receives the Holy Spirit he
will speak in other tongues (languages) as the
Spirit within him gives the utterance. This is the
biblical evidence of being filled with the Spirit;
speaking in tongues was the initial sign given ©
people in Acts when they received the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:4: 8:16-18; 10:44-47; 19:6). Speaking in
tongues is the one consistent biblical sign that the
Holy Spirit has entered into a person.

If'1 have questions about the iriformation in this
tract, what should | do? Jesus said to people who
had questions, "Search the Scriptures, for in them
you think you have eternal life; and these [the
Scriptures] are they which testify of Me" (John
5:39, NKJV). If you have questions, search the
Bible o confirm the truth. Then by faith repent, be
baptized in the name of Jesus, and receive the Holy
Spirit. When you do, you will join the church
established in the Book of Acts and millions of peo-
ple living in nations around the world.

May God's love and grace bless your life and
guide you always. Pl

NOTICE

Resolutions For General Conference

All resolutions for the General Conference in
Salt Lake City, Utah, must be sent to World
Evangelism Center, 8855 Dunn Road,
Hazelwood, Missouri 63042-2299, no later than
July 15, 1992. The Resolution Committee will
meet soon after this date to consider the resolu-
tions and prepare them for mailing to ministers.
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Youth and the World
Edgar A G’k

There is many a battle that's yet to be won,
There is many a glorious deed to be done.
The world is still young for the youth at its door.

There are tasks some shall do never dreamed of before.

On the well-traveled lanes of the land and the sea
Every day will the crowds of humanity be.

On the streets which are paved and the avenues known
Are the people who care not to venture alone.

But the young heart and stout sees the goal that's afar,
And dares to set out where the strange dangers are.

What's not possible now shall be possible when

Some young heart and brave shows the way to all men.
Youth shall remake the world. What is best today
Shall tomorrow to something that's better give way.

So, come you young fellows to life with a will,

While you work and you dream the world cannot stand still.
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Characteristics of the
First Church

Ray Mason

1. The Wuaiting Church (Acts 1:14).
They waited for the promised Holy Spirit
(1:4,5), not for the church to be formed,
but to be empowered.
a) They were in accord (1:14).
They were uniled in what they
wanted, the needed power.
b) They united in prayer (1:24-25).
¢) They were all *'in church™ (2:1).
When Pentecost came, they were all
at the place of assembly, ready for
the answer to their prayers.
The Empowered Church (Acts 2:4).
The whole membership was literally on
fire, and began to witness about Jesus
and salvation.
a) They continued steadfast in doctrine
(2:42).
b) They continued in fellowship (2:45).
(1) They were friendly, not gossiping
or backbiting.
(2) They were faithful, pooing their
resources (2:45).
(3) They were joyful and radiant (2:
46).
¢) They had daily conversions (2:47).
This was the result of their personal
witnessing and soul-winning efforts.

I1.

—The Baptist Challenge
* * * *
ATRACTIS

* Asilentmissionary
A faithtul missionary
A sower of God's Word
A tireless worker
A continuous worker
A very economical worker
A worker that repeats many Ltimes
A worker that never angers
A worker that never contradicts itself
A worker that may touch multitudes
A worker that can go anvwhere
A worker that stays on the job
A worker that needs no vacation
A worker that is fearless
A worker that goes where vou cannot
A worker that needs no salary
A worker that never gets sick
A worker that needs no building
A worker that is easily available
A worker that heeds no opposition
A worker that travels in pockels
A worker that persists in calling
A worker that always is obedient
A worker that speaks many languages
A worker that takes no offerings
A worker that has much patience
A worker that depends on the Holy Spirit.”
* * * *
“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage,
and he shall strengthen thine heart”

(Psalm 27:14).

Lord, teach me to wait
On Thee my soul to rest,
That in Thy perfect will for me
I know all things are best.

Lord, teach me to wait and never doubt,
With courage and a strengthened heart.

In rest I have a soul serene,
Your blessings to impart.

“Go home to thy friends, and tell them
how great things the Lord hath done for thee”
(Mark 5:19).

If there is one facility for getting God’s
message to the world around us, it is the abili-
iy to proclaim. That is why He placed a
tongue in our mouth. And we are constantly
proclaiming something with it. Not only that,
but we like to proclaim. Indeed, we love it. Our
strong propensity is to gossip. Instead, may
God help us to tell our friends today what
great things He has done for us.

It's sweet to work for Jesus in this life's little
day,

To spread around the joyful sound as those
forgiven may,

To tell His lovingkindness, His promises so
true,

And urge each sinful one to come and trust
this Saviour, too.

—The Evangelist in Morning Glory
* * * *

FAITH TRANSPOSED INTO
THANKSGIVING

Someone has written: “Faith is taking
God at His word.” It is not belief without
evidence: it is supported by the very best
evidence, namely, the word of Him “‘that can-
not lie”" (Titus 1:2). To ask other evidence than
the word of Him who cannot lie is not rational,
but consummates irrationality.

When we believe God we trust His Word;
we fix our eyes upon what He has said. When
we believe in God we fix our eyes also upon
what He is, upon His Person, upon Himself.
What we have a right to rely upon Him to do
for us is determined by His character and His
promises.

It is in knowing Him that we discover the
melody of thanksgiving, that harmony of faith
vibrant with joy and peace which comes from
trusting Him “to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20).

—Christian Heritage

* * * *
Hope and Reason
An atheist has a reason, but no hope for
his reason.
A hypocrite has a hope, but no reason for
his hope.
A Christian has a reason for his hope, and
a hope for his reason.
—Selected
Christian Cynosure
* * * *

Good Christians may make mistakes, but
they refuse to do encores.

'¥thing that
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GOSPEL 7

From time to time, THE BIBLE FRIET
how many of our readers realize the vast v(
Publishing House. We have tracts and bookl
the Christian life. There are tracts on salvatio
on prayer and deeper life fabout 70, $1); vice:
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When Prayer Isn’t “Answered”
Try this checklist for possible reasons:

Since God does not always ‘“‘answer”
prayer affirmatively, it is essential to remem-
ber that His revealed will may be otherwise (I1
Cor. 2:8-10) or His unrevealed will may be oth-
erwise (Rom. 8:26). Besides these basic possi-
hilities, the Bible presents clearly stated con-
ditions required of those who pray. Do we take
them seriously? Consider the following:

v “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the |

Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). Uncon-
fessed, unforsaken sin renders prayer alto-
zether futile. And remember some biblical def-
nitions of sin: “the thought of foolishness”
Prov. 24:9); ““whatsoever is not of faith”
Rom. 14:23); failure to discharge known re-
sponsibility (James 4:17); “‘lawlessness’ —re-
bellion against authority (I John 3:4); “‘ceasing
to pray”’ (I Sam. 12:23). And take a long look
at Ephesians 4:25-29 and 5:3-5—written to
Christians!

» "“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye
ask amiss” (James 4:3). How much prayer is
selfishly motivated, instead of directly or indi-
rectly concerned with God's plans for restora-
tion of universal sovereignty to Christ!

» ‘“And all things, whatsoever ye shall
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive”
(Matt. 21:22). “But let him ask in faith, noth-
ing wavering’’ (James 1:6). ““He that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that heisa
rewarder of them that diligently seek him"
(Heb. 11:6).

» ‘“Men ought always to pray, and not to
faint” (Luke 18:1). Our Lord's illustration of
the man who woke his neighbor at midnight
(Luke 11:5-8) and of the importunate widow
(Luke 18:1-8) emphasize the necessity for per-
severance in prayer. Why this is necessary
with an omnipotent God is understood when
we remember that He is never in the hurry
which we are and has purposes to accomplish
related to our prayer of which we may know
nothing at the time. G. Campbell Morgan
wrote of those “‘unanswered’ prayers for
which no immediate explanation is apparent
the following:

“I thank Thee, Lord, for mine
unanswered prayers—
Unanswered, save Thy quiet, kindly,
‘Nay-J

Yet it seemed hard, among my heavy
cares,

That bitter day.

“I wanted joy; but Thou didst know for
me

That sorrow was the gift I needed most,

And in its mystic depths I learned to see

The Holy Ghost.

“I wanted wealth; "twas not the better
part;

There is a wealth with poverty oft given,

And Thou didst teach me of the gold of
heart,

Best gift of heaven.”

« Dbul the prince oI the Kingaom ol ker-
sia withstood me one and twenty days’’ (Dan.
10:13). One of Satan’s minions delayed God's
messenger to Daniel for three weeks—while
the prophet fasted and prayed. But the out-
come was certain. ‘‘From the first day that
thou didst set thine heart to understand, and
to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words
were heard” {Dan. 10:12). God may still be us-
ing our great adversary to teach us the neces-
sity—and infinite blessing!—of “‘chastening”
ourselves before God.

—Global Circle

Thanksgiving Meditation gr \%

Paula Brodin

We should thank God for table food
And all things that sustain our life,
But we should thank Him even more
Because He sent ‘“‘the Bread of Life.”

“T am the bread of life,”” Christ said;
“I'll raise you up at the last day

If you will eat that bread from God—
A little portion every day.”

John Six describes that living Bread
Which would give men eternal life;
So eat the turkey and the rest,

And also taste that Bread of Life.

Be thankful we can earn our food,
Qur shelter, and the clothes we wear,
And after all is said and done,

We have a little bit to share.

Pray for the men who rule our land,
That they be faithful to God’s will.
Make this a great Thanksgiving Day,
All you who trust the Lord God still.

L,Jf'
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A man in the north of England was con-
verted, and the work was apparently thor-
oughly done. When he was fairly out of the
darkness, he began to make things right with
his neighbors. Among other things, he cleaned
out his well. In the bottom of it were found
three log chains and various other articles of
value which his neighbors had long missed
and could not trace.

When the man cleaned out his well, his
neighbors got what belonged to them; and
there was very little question as to the genu-
ineness of the work wrought in the man.

There are many young persons who claim
to have been converted, but their religion has
never gone to the bottom of their wells. Zac-
chaeus cleaned his well when he said, “If I
have taken anything from any man by false
accusation, I restore him fourfold.”

Many a man is wondering why he does not
have the peace and joy and blessing which
others possess. Perhaps a look in the bottom
of the well, as an investigation of his accounts,
and an overhauling of his business matters
could give him some light on the subject.

—Lutheran Gospel Hour
* * *

To Mothers of Missionaries

So send I you—to give your own with glad-
ness,

To let them go unhindered to the lost,

To hide the tears and every trace of sadness.

So send I you—to taste with Me the cost.

So send I you—to anxious days of waiting

For word that often leaves so much untold,

To nights of burdened vigil unabating.

So send I you—to watch the gap you hold.

So send I you—to walk alone when aged,

To need the strength of one you cannot call,

To lean on Me and on the ones I bring you.

So send I you—to find in Me your all.

So send I you—to know the joy of serving,

To share the triumphs of the one you send,

To reap the fruit of sacrifice unswerving.

So send I you—to joy without an end.

As the Father hath sent Me, so send I you.
—Mrs. Winona Carroll, Indiana

*® * * *

You'll never get a busy signal on the
prayer line to heaven.







Challenging Thoughts

"Every time we take a breath four souls
_ perish not having heard of Christ."”

"Smile at people! It takes seventy-two
muscles to frown, but only fourteen to smile."

"True faith always weaves a pattern of
good works."

"God is more concerned, about our re
sponse to a problem than He is about remov-
ing the problem."

"Five firsts to success: Give God the first
hour of each day, the first day of every week,
the first portion of every paycheck, the first
consideration in every decision, and the first
place in your heart.”

"Your life is like a coin: you can spend it
any way you wish, but you can spend it only

once."
ES % % k

( Time

What would you do if your bank credited
your account every morning with $84,600 but
every night canceled whatever you failed to
use during the day?

You'd draw out every cent, wouldn't you?

You have such a bank. Every morning
God credits your account with 84,600 seconds.
Every night He cancels whatever you failed to

You can't buy time, and you can't save it.
You can only spend it. If you don't spend it
well, you waste it.

Yesterday is a canceled check. Tomorrow
is a promissory note. Today is all the cash you
have. Spend it wisely.
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( Never Alone

I'm never alone in the morning
As I rise at the break of day,

For Jesus has watched through the darkness
And says, "Lo, I am with you alway."

I'm never alone at my table,
Though loved ones no longer I see,
For dearer than all who have vanished

T e, | 1 1










Eric and Paul Smith playing with their dog
Trixie. Eric is sophomore in college.

Minis'fep Takes Time
To Talk About A

Businessmans Sou”

A pastor was passing a large department store
and followed a sudden impression to speak to the
proprietor.

He said, "I've talked carpets and beds, but
never my business with you. Will you give me a
few minutes?”

Being led to a private office, the pastor took
out his Testament and directed his attention to
passage after passage, and urged him to become a
Christian. Finally the tears began to roll down the
man's cheeks.

"I'm seventy years old, | was born in this city
and more than a hundred ministers and five hun-
dred officers of the various churches have known
me in a business way. You are the only man who
has ever talked to me about my soul."

A Kind Word Will
Keep You Warm
For Three Winters

Somebody said something really nice to me
today-—a friendly compliment, and it seemed
absolutely sincere. What was said doesn't really
matter, but T know it sent me on my way feeling
so much happier.

And it reminded me of that old Chinese prov-
erb: "4 kind word will keep you warm for three
winters."

If you have any kind words to bestow, don't
hold them back. Remember, it's warmth you're
spreading.

The OId Country Church Bulletin, March, April & May, 2006, Page 5

A Little Love Goes
A Long Way!

At a recent family gathering Katie. a young
niece whom I seldom see, climbed on to my lap.
Almostimmediately my other niece, Joanna, who
was then about three, tried to join her. I moved
Katie to one knee so that Joanna could climb on
to the other. With a scowl, Katie leaned forward
to push her rival away, but Joanna completely
disarmed her by kissing her on the cheek! Katie's
astonished look changed to a smile and both little
girls shared my lap happily.

Onourreturn home, the Lady ofthe House and
[ smiled at the new neighbor who had recently
moved in opposite. She glared, slammed the gate
she had come out to shut, and marched indoors.

"It won't be easy to make friends there," 1
sighed.

"Just wait," she said. "Alittle loves goesalong
way."

I must confess that (not for the first time!) Her
wisdom filled me with admiration. For, do you
know. I hadn't gotround to telling herabout Katie
and Joanna then.

1 Will Trust Him

I will not doubt, though all my ships at sea come
drifting home with broken masts and sails;

1 shall believe the Hand which never fails,

From seeming evil worketh good to me:

And though 1 weep because those sails are
battered,

Still will I cry, while my best hope lie shattered,

"I shall trust in Thee."

1 will not doubt, though all my prayers seem
to return

Unanswered from the still, white realm above

[ shall believe it is an all-wise Love

Which has refused those things for which I yearn;

And though, attimes, I cannot keep from grieving,

Yet the pure ardor of my fixed believing

Undimmed shall burn.

I will not doubt, though sorrows fall like rain,

And troubles swarm like bees about a hive;

I shall believe the heights for which I strive

Are only reached by anguish and by pain;

And, though 1 groan and tremble with my
CTOSSES,

I yet shall see, through my severest losses,

The greater gain.

I will not doubt; well anchored in the faith,
Like some staunch ship, my soul braves
every gale,

So strong its courage that it will not fail

To breast the mighty, unknown sea of death.

Oh, may I cry when body parts the spirit,

" do not doubt," so listening worlds may hear it

With my last breath. “
---Ella Wheeler Wilcox

Pictured Is Billy and Betty
Hargis

God's Nudging

I had thought to buy a shovel,

But seemed that God said, "No"!
[ put it back into the rack,

Just why, T didn't not know.

So drove back home, but still in doubt,
Then what to my surprise,

Just laying in my driveway there,
A shovel, just my size.

1 have not figured out as yet
How all this came to be;

The repress, at the hardware store,
Then shovel, stealthily.

This didn't happen vesterday,
It's been some years ago;

And still I do not have a clue,
And no one seems to know.

[f we would keep more sensitive
To God's intended lead.

Perhaps we would not blunder so,
But listen, and then heed.

No problem is too big or small
For God to calm and preen;
Let's trust His guiding hand each day,
And watch Him intervene.
---Ray Gilbert

Funny And True Sayings
Plumbers and divorce lawyers have the same
Sign: "Den't live with a Drip.”

Some folks make you feel at home. . .others
make you wish you were there.

So Shoplifting, God will see you and 1 might!
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MALlE SEE PEOPLE WALKING for their health in the
- cool of the day. Their physicians have told them to put
some EXERTION-—some added EFFORT behind their
walk. That’s the only kind of walk that will physically
benefit them and improve the condition of their heart.
“Sling those arms—take broad steps,” the doctor says.
“Walk when it's cool—every day! Be persistent! You
must!” His instruction calls for an emphatic and
definite walk! .

Let’s look back to the first walk in the cool of the
day. Surely, Adam and Eve had a beautiful, glorious
walk with God every day before their “fall.” It was, no

doubt, habitual—and greatly anticipated. Adam and

Eve enjoyed it—God enjoyed it. The very purpose of
God’s creation of man was being fulfilled—mutual fel-
lowship!

How beautiful! What a privilege to have such a close,
personal relationship with Almighty God! It always has
been God’s yearning desire that all mankind walk with
Him persistently. . .every day.

But what happened to those initial parents of the
human race? What a shame! A little bit of fruit caught
‘their eyes, lured them, and caused them to wander from
that beautiful path where they gloriously walked with
God. They lost so much to gain so little! And the vast
majority of mankind has been playing a similar losing
game ever since. Let us ask ourselves the question, “Is
. there an ‘apple’ of your eye that would lure you from
- your walk with God?” Satan is still selling “apples”—
he always considers you and me a potential customer.
If he can entice souls from the glory path, then he can
sell “forbidden fruit.”

“And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking
in the garden in the cool of the day. . .And the LORD
God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art
thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and
I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself”

WHLKING ., .... ...,

(Genesis 3:8-10). First came disobedience—followed
by condemnation and shame. Oh, Adam—why weren’t
you and Eve walking in the garden, and talking with
the spiritual “Voice”? That walk would have kept you
entirely separated from the tree of forbidden fruit!
It will behoove us to notice how many times God
inspired the holy prophets and apostles to make
reference to various manners or types of walking. Of
course, most references are regarding a spiritual walk.
The doctor earnestly instructs the heart-patient to
“keep walking.” So, let us also obey the Great
Physician, and keep intact our walk with Him. It will
keep our hearts “tuned up” and Spiritually healthy.
The words of the old song is here brought to mind:

You've got to keep walking, keep walking,
Walking in the light of the Lord.
You’ll get to heaven some day,
If you walk the right way,
Walking in the light of the Lord.

How true. We must keep walking in the light of true
repentance: keeping the old adamic nature “dead.” It is
necessary that we keep ourselves (through prayer)
immersed in (and filled with) the resurrecting power
of the Holy Ghost. We must keep walking with Jesus in
the light of His holy path, constantly praising and
adormg Him! “Hand in hand we walk each day, Hand
in hand along the way. Walking thus I cannot stray,
Hand in hand with Jesus.” May God help us to make

this more than just a song in church. May it be a

constant experience in our hearts. :

“And Enoch walked with God: and he was not: for
God took him” (Genesis 5:24). Surely, Enoch is typical
of the souls that God will take in the rapture—those
who do His good pleasure (Hebrews 11:5) and keep
walking with Him!
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Ella McAlister

I looked at the valley. It was dark and
cold. I heard Him say, ““I am the Light, and
My love will give you warmth.”

I was afraid when I saw the mountain. It
was so tall. Gently He took me by my hand. “I
will lead thee. Fear not.”

I noticed His hands were scratched and
bleeding. “I did it for you, My child. When the
thorns reached out to hurt you, I stepped be-
tween so that you would feel no harm.”

How could He love me so much? I bowed
my head in shame, and then I saw His feet,
dusty and bruised. “I used them to push aside
the rocks and stones in the path which would
have caused you to stumble and fall,”” He said.

I became tired and weary; then He drew
me close to Him. ‘‘Lean on Me, My little one. I
will give you strength.”

With my hand in His, I continued walking
the path before me, feeling assured that every
step I take is ordered by the Lord. I have no
fear, for I am not alone. No other way could I
go and have the peace and joy I have.

““The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord: and he delighteth in his way’’ (Psa.
37:23).

* * = *

Communicating With Christ

As the plane took off, the man pulled out
his pocket New Testament and began to read.
Eventually the man sitting next to him re-
marked, “I don’t go much for religion.”

“Oh?”’ said the other. “Well, I surely feel
you're missing something.”

“Well,” replied the man in a rather nettled
tone, “‘I don’t see much reason in believing in
a Christ that’s been dead 2,000 years.”

“What's that?" replied the other. ‘“Christ
dead? Why, that can’t be! I was just talking to
Him a few minutes ago.”

—The Possible Years, Concordia

"Q@-&/ ¥ % % %
Three Things

I know three things must ever be

To keep a nation strong and free:

One is a hearthstone bright and dear

With busy, happy loved ones near;

One is a ready heart and hand

To love and serve and keep the land;

One is a worn and beaten way

To where the people go to pray.

So long as these are kept alive

Nation and people will survive.

God keep them, always, everywhere—

The hearth, the flag, the place of prayer.

—Anonymous cxild s set for the fall arnd rising again of
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Do You Have Christmas
in Your Heart?

Dr. Paul S. James

Something happened in Bethlehem which
set the bells ringing and the choirs singing;
which set people to building churches, schools,
orphanages, Christian homes, and hospitals;
which makes at least one day of the year a day
of heaven on earth; which makes it possible for
every day to be Christmas in your heart and
opens up heaven for all who will enter in.

The Old Testament says someone is com-
ing. The New Testament says someone is here.

God spoke to Abraham and revealed the
nation (Israel) through which our Lord would
come (Gen. 12). He spoke to Jacob and re-
vealed the tribe (Judah) of the Saviour’s
ancestry (Gen. 49). He spoke to Isaiah and
revealed the family (Jesse) into which Christ
would be born. He spoke to Micah and reveal-
ed the place (Bethlehem) of Jesus’ birth. He
spoke to Daniel and revealed the time of
Christ’s appearing (Daniel 9).

Then ‘“‘in the fullness of time”’ He came!
Shepherds in the fields learned of the birth of
the Good Shepherd, and oriental kings came
to worship the great King. He was the Light:
God seen. He was the Word: God heard. He
was the Life: God felt. Wherever He would
walk, men would see the footprints of God;
when He reached out His hand to touch lep-
rous skin, blind eyes, crippled limbs, or
fevered brows, men would feel the touch of
God. When He spoke, men would hear the
voice of God.

If He had not come, the prophecies would
be unfulfilled; there would be no Saviour for
mankind; the character of God who loves us
and cares for us as a Father would be un-
known; the secret of peace for the soul would
be unrevealed; the world would be without the
marvelous example of a sinless life; we would
be groping our way without His matchless
teachings; we would have no assurance that
God hears and answers when we pray; the
blessing of freedom as we know it would not
have been experienced; and eternal life would
still be a fond hope instead of a great convic-
tion and an eager expectation.

had never come. To many He is a stumbling
stone and a rock of offense. To the believer H
is the Rock of Ages.

The child was born, the Son was given, th
Saviour has come. Though reason puzzles an
analysis resists, yet faith exclaims, “God wit
us”’ (Matt. 1:23). Life that may seem worthles
can be changed into a life of infinite worth b;

the transforming power of the Lord Jesu
Christ.

Let your heart praise God for His un
speakable gift.
(This lovely message is printed with green ini
on white enamel paper illustrated with bells, I
is a 4-page folder. $2 for 100. Add 30 percen
for postage.) o~ 3 % i

“Father, Fix!”
Selma Halverson

While waiting for his plane, a preacher sef
tled down in the waiting room at the airport
People were milling about. He noticed an ac
tive three-year-old pushing his toy plane bacl
and forth on the floor. Suddenly somethin,
happened to one of the plane's wings. Now
thought the preacher, how will the boy react
Will he cry, fuss, fume, or go into a tantrum

But the boy did none of these things. H
immediately picked up his damaged plane
walked over to his father, and handed it t
him. “Father, fix!"’ he pleaded. He knew wher
to go for help—and he got it!

As I listened to the radio preacher relat
this incident, I thought, What a lesson to re
member! We can daily bring our problems t
our heavenly Father with a childlike faith an
say, ‘‘Father, fix!" He will do the fixin
needed (no matter how difficult the situatio:
is) if we place all in His hands, asking in Jesus
name.

A Christian man had been suffering fo
some time. Nothing he tried brought relief. H
prayed, even cried, when the pains were se
vere.

Then he seemed to hear God speakin;
from within. ““You are a father, aren’t you?"”

“Yes,” he replied.

“You desire the best for your children
don’t you?”

Again he replied in the affirmative.

“Do you think you are a better father tha:
I am? How do your children come to you fo
help?”

The Christian thought it over; then, child
like, he cried out, ‘‘Father, T hurt—help me!’

Before he knew it, he was fast asleep
When he awoke late the next morning, the su
was streaming through his bedroom window
All his pains were gone. God had healed him

“If ye then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children, how much more
shall your Father which is in heaven give gooc

things to them that ask him?”’ (Matt. 7:11).
\ENEEEEENENEEEEANEREREANNENUERARANERENEREN]

All articles in The Bible Friend,

with the exception of those indicated as

The quietness of God was over the Judean excerpts, condensations, or reprints
hills when the curtains of heaven were parted taken from Copynghted sources, may be

and the announcement was made: “Unto you
... a Saviour” (Luke 2:11).

He was born for you. It was said, “This

reprinted in full or in part without further
permission simply by crediting The Bij-
ble Friend.
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SORROW — SUFFERING, CHASTENING

A~
The Lining

There’s never a cloud so thick, so black,
That it has not a priceless lining;

But the lining is never found outside,
'Tis inside the light is shining.
You must pass through the dark to reach
tha light;
It is there ever waiting your finding;
In the cloud that’s the darkest, the
blackest outside,

God has set His most precious lining.
—Sue Miriam Voorhees.

I

The Blow that Saves

Once in a while one reads a story in
the papers with a real lesson attached.
So it is with the account of how “Slim”
saved his friend from death. Let ths
man who was saved tell it in his own
-words. He works for a power company;
he and his gang repair the lines, set new
poles, and so on. “Sometimes new poles
are green, and water-soaked, and will
conduct electricity. A short time ago my
gang was sent to replace a pole that had
been bhadly burned. The new pole to be
set up was wet and green, the street
was wet, and overhead was a high linc
carrying 33,000 volts. We were hoisting
the new pole up through the wires to a
place where it could be dropped in the
hole dug for it. I had thoughtlessly
seized the butt end of the new pole as it
swung clear of the ground and was guid-
ing it into place when suddenly one of
the boys made a run for me and knocked
me sprawling. I arose from the sloppy
street, wet, muddy, and ready for fight.
. . . He pointed aloft to where I saw the
new pole had hit the lower high-line
wire. I also saw instantly that had he
not taken such a quick action in knock-
ing me clear of the pole, I would have
been a ‘goner.”” Does God not often
strike down sinners, as He did Paul on
the road to Damascus, that He might get
them to listen to His voice and so be-
come saved from the wrath to come?
God often must knoek us away from our
foolishness to keep us from permanently
injuring ourselves.—Gospel Herald.
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I walked a mile with Pleasure,
She chattered all the way,

But left me none the wiser,
For all she had to say.

I walked a mile with Sorrow,
And not a word said she;
But, oh, the things I learned from her,

When Sorrow walked with me!
—Robert B. Hamilton.
¢ ?J\U o
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God never would send you the darkness,
If He felt you could bear the light;
But you would not cling to His guiding
hand,
If the way were always bright;

And you would not care to walk by faith,
Could you always walk by sight.

* Ed *

Perfecf Through Suffering

'Tis true He has many an anguish
For your sorrowful heart to bear.
And many a eruel thorn-crown
For your tired head to wear;
He knows how few would reach glory at
all
If pain did not guide them there,

So He sends you the blinding darkness,
And the furnace of seven-fold heat;

'Tis the only way, believe me,
To keep you close to His feet,

TFor ’tis always so easy to wander
When our lives are glad and sweet.

Then nestle your hand in your Father’s
And sing if you can, as you go;
Your song may cheer someone behind
you
Whose courage is sinking low;
And, well if your lips do quiver—
God will love you better, so.
—Selected.
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Praise for Thorns

We do not understand that we are to
give thanks for evil in itself, but we may
offer praise for the overruling of it for
good. Again, mony things that we re-
gard as misfortunes are blessings. Trials
and crosses are often among the greatest
blessings in disguise, for it is only
through such disciplinary processes that







Our Dim Eyes Seeck a Beacon

Our dim eyes seek a beacon,

And our weary feet a guide,

And our hearts of all life’s mystery,
Seek a meaning and a key;

But a cross shines on our pathway,
On it hangs the crucified,

And He answers all our longings,
With the whisper, “Follow Me.”

-Selected

The Joy of Sharing

Have you known the joy of sharing,
Known the thrill of burden-bearing;
Have you lifted from some one’

His load of care?

Have you felt in truest fashion,
The rich meaning of compassion,
And the glory of your

Privilege to share?

Oh, to be a friend and neighbor,
And to help thru toil and labor,
With a heart that’s always

Set to do and dare!

Thus our lives will be refreshing,
With the sunshine of God’s blessing,
As we make it our main
Business to SHARE.

-Dale Crowley

Let Us Give

Let us give!

And remember by our gifts that we
May go to lands across the sea

And thru our missionaries there,
In loving service have a share,

As dying people learn to live
Because we give!

Let us give!
Tithes and offerings —never less—
And god who sees and knows will bless,
And thru His power our gifts shall go
Beyond the world we see and know,
And we’ll richer, better live
Because we give!
-Myrtle R Creasman






WHAT ARE YOU SEEKING?

Are yvou concerned that I will take My
gifts away from you? Surely, the gifts and the
calling are without repentance. Are you seek-
ing My face, or My hand? Are you spending
quality time with Me, or are you involved in a
ritual of time planning? Let go, and let My
Spirit take you to places heretofore you have
not been. Let your feet be as the hind’s feet,
and stand in the high places as I minister to
vour daily needs. Your greatest needs are not
those as you perceive them to be. Your
greatest needs you are not as yet really aware
of, and so has My hand closed vour eyes to
them. For if you truly knew how great your
need really is, you would falter in faith, and
remove your eyes back to yourself. Continue
to look steadfastly into the face of your
Redeemer, and let not the accusing darts hit
their mark. Remain in Me, as I remain in
you, and you shall ask whatever you will, and
it shall be given to you.

-KJD

WHY WORRY?

“And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to His
purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

“In everything give thanks: for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

“Be careful for nothing; but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God.
And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Chiist Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

“Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the
coming of the Lotd. Behold, the husband-
man waiteth for the precious fruit of the
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he
receive the eatly and latter rain. Be ye also
patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming
of the Lord draweth nigh.” (James 5:7-8)

Z  Dave & Cheryl Alter
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word... of God...
(Matthew 4:4)

The Ordinance of
Nullification was adopted
by the state of South

1832. It declared null
{ and void the federal
“government's laws governing
the "Tariffs of 1828 and 1832". All
collection of the tariffs was to stop.
Any attempt by the federal
government to collect the tariffs
would result in South Carolina's
secession from the United States.
Like South Carolina's Ordinance
of Nullification concerning the laws
of the U.S. federal government,
some feel that they can declare
their own ordinance of nullification
concerning Jehovah God's laws
recorded in the Holy Bible. They
accept the portions that they agree
with and declare null and void the
portions that they disagree with.
Thus, they "...reject the commandment
of God... making the word of God of
none effect..." (Mk7:9,13) in their lives.
God's word, the Holy Bible, is
not a smorgasbord from which we
can pick and choose. God has
declared in Malachi 3:6, "l am the
Lorp, | change not." Therefore if
God changes not, we can be certain
that His word is also unchangeable.

N\ 4

< Man shall... live... by every N

“Now no chastening for the
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
less afterward it yieldeth the peaces
of righteousness unto them wi
exercised thereby”” (Hebrews 12:11

Calm me, my God, and keep me caln
Soft resting on Thy breast;
Soothe me with holy hymn and psaln
And bid my spirit rest.
Calm in the hour of buoyant health,
Calm in my hour of pain,
Calm in my poverty or wealth,
Calm in my loss or gain.

-Horatins B

COME OUT

“Come out, is the call for today.
yourselves. Put away the evil fron
you. Cast down the world’s altars
down her groves. Spurn her offer
tance. Decline her help, as your M
the testimony of devils, “For he
them not to speak, for they kne
Renounce all the policy of the age.
upon Saul’s armor. Grasp the Book
Trust the Spirit who wrote its page
with this weapon only, and always.
amuse, and seek to arouse. Shun the
delighted audience, and listen to the
convicted one. Give up trying to pl
who have only the thickness of t
between their souls and hell, and v
plead, and entreat, as those who
waters of eternity creeping upon the:

Let the church again confront tl
testify against it; meet it only be
cross; and, like her Lord, she shall o
and with Him share the victory.

-George B Kulp, in the Evangel)

“Wherefore come out from amot
and be ye separate, saith the L
touch not the unclean thing; ar
receive you”

(2 Corinthians 6:17)

GOSPEL ADVOCATE “We are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ...the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth” Romans 1:16
PRAYER ADVOCATE “If two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them...” Matthew 18:19







curate. The place and time of its occur-
rence are known. It is worthy of being
pondered over, especially in the fact that
a long-suffering God did not strike the
blasphemer dead upon the spct, but gave
him four days’ warning, and space for
repentance.—Faithful Words.
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Y The Skeptic’s Dilemma
{ A young skeptic once said to an elderly
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lady, “I once believed in God, but now,
since studying philesophy and mathe-
matics I am convinced that God is but an
empty word.” “Well,” said the lady, “it
is true that I have not learned these
-F‘ things, but since you have, can you tell
:' me from whence this egg comes?” “Why,
| of course, from a hen,” was the reply.
“And where does the hen come from?”
“Why from an egg.” Then the lady in-
quired, “May I ask which existed first,
the hen or the egg?’ “The hen, of
course,” rejoined the young man. “Oh,
then a hen must have existed without
having come from an egg?”’ “Oh, no, I
should have said the egg was first.”
“Then I suppose you mean that one egg
existed without having come from a
hen?” The young man hesitated: “Well,
you see—that is—of course, well, the
hen was first!” “Very well,” said she.
“Who made that first hen from which all
succeeding eggs and hens have come?”
“What do you mean: by all this?” he
asked. “Simply this, I say that He who
created the first egg or hen is He who
created the world. You can't explain the
existence even of a hen or an egg with-
out God, and yet you wish me to believe
that you can explain the existence of the
whole world without Him!”"—From «a
sermon by W. H. Griffith Thomas.
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“Safety First”!

There is the story of an American
tourist in Franee who went to the hotel
keeper to pay his bill. The French hotel
keeper said, “Don’t you want a receipt?”’
“Oh, no,” said the American, “if God
wills I will be back in a week. You can
give me a receipt then.” “If God wills,”
smiled the hotel keeper, “do you still be-

lieve in God?’ “Why, yes,” said the
American, “don’t you?”’ “No,” said the
hotel keeper, “we have given that up long
ago.” “Oh;” replied the American, “well,

‘on second thought I believe I'll take a

receipt!”—J. M. Vander Meulen, in The
Faith of Christendom. ;i
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A Troublesome Question

A teacher was telling her class of
girls about the time when the Lord Jesus
fed the multitude with five loaves and
two fishes. Said she: “And of course you
will understand, children, that it does’
not mean that Jesus actually fed all those
thousands with a few loaves and fishes.
That would have been impossible. It
just means that He so fed the people
with His teaching that they lost all sense
of bodily hunger, and went home satis-
fied.” But an inquiring girl put this ques-
tion, “But, Miss ——, what was it filled
the twelve baskets of fragments left
over 7'—Christian Herald.
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The Safe Path

“Have you studied Voltaire, Tom
Paine, Robert Ingersol, or any of those
fellows?”’ asked a friend of a Christian
captain of a steamship.

“No,” replied the captain.

“Well, you should. You can’t fairly
turn down their argument until you have
thoroughly investigated for yourself,”
argued the captain’s boyhood friend.

“I’ve been captain of this ship a long
time, John,” returned the captain. “The
chart that was given me pointed out
the deep water that would carry the ship
safely into port. As a young captain I
never considered it advisable to investi-
gate the rocks; the experience I've known
other chaps to have with the rocks has
been sufficient warning for me.

“So, the Bible that 1 learned at my
mother’s knee, in the old Sunday School
and from my old pastor, is my chart for
the sea of life. This Bible brings me a
knowledge of the fathomless sea of God’s
love and mercy, which if I cast myself
upon, will carry me safely into 'the
Heavenly port.






YOU CAN BEGIN TODAY

TODAY IS THE FIRST DAY of the rest of your
life!

This statement is admittedly true if you read it
on the first day of the new year.
But it is just as true if you pick
up this issue of the Pentecostal
Herald, and read it on February
7, May 14, or any other day of the
year. Try it, with this slight varia-
tion, whenever you pick up this
paper: Today is the first day of
the rest of MY life.

“All right,” someone may say, ‘I accept the
validity of the statement. But what is the point?
What do these words mean to me?” Perhaps noth-
ing! If you have lived a perfect life since you were
saved; if you have never failed by omitting to do
some good deed, or to speak a kind word; if you
have never neglected prayer or other vital spiritual
exercises; if you have always given your best for
God, in thought, word and deed — then do not waste
your time reading further. This is not for you.

But if you are like us other ordinary, fallible,
frail, failure-prone mortals, who confess that we
have not yet come . .. unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ; or, as Paul put
it, not as though we ‘. . had already attained, either
were already perfect,”” continue reading — this is
for you.

The statement speaks of beginning again. It sets
forth the blessed privilege of starting anew, not
only on the first day of a new year, but any time.
Any day can be the time of a new beginning, for
any day is the first day of the rest of your life.

Perhaps trite, but nevertheless true, are these
words: ‘“What has been done, is done.”” There is no
way to actuall™ undo any deed of the past. Me—zo=
can go back down the trail of yesterday, into the
“land of used to be,” to undo any wrong, whether
negative or positive. In the words of a certain song:

but such is an utter impossibility.

What, then, is the alternative? Simply this: for-
giveness for the irreparable deeds of the past, and
a beginning again, with a determination to do bet-
ter in the future.

How thankful we erring mortals should be that
God allows this! What would Peter have done, after
his craven denial of Christ, if he had not been given
the privilege of beginning again? Even the vile Ahab
was given another chance when he repented, and
walked softly before God.

Ask yourself these frank questions, and then an-
swer them honestly from your heart: Have I done
my best in serving God? Have I always treated
every other Christian as I should? Have I been
faithful in seeking to win lost souls for Christ? If,
in any case, the answer is ‘“No,” then thank God
for the privilege of beginning again, and determine,
from henceforth, to be a better Christian in every
sense of the word.







