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REACHING FOR LOST SOULS FOR CHRIST WHILE THERE IS TIME

What else would you
like me to teach you

"The Lord gave the Word; great was the company of those that published it." Psalm 68:11

Should We Follow Man-Made Creeds?
First, we must understand that God has already given us a perfect religious
guide. 2 Timothy 3:16,17 says that the Scriptures (the Bible) are given by
inspiration of God, are profitable to instruct us in righteousness, and provide
us to all good works.
Why then do we need any other standard of authority? The Bible is
complete, it can be understood, and above all, it was inerrantly spoken by
the infallible God. How could fallible men possibly write a better standard?
The results of our puny human efforts are sure to be incomplete, unclear,
and plagued by human errors.
Now consider what Jesus said in Matthew 15:9: "But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." Isn't it
clear that man-made creed books contain man-made doctrines? Therefore,
they make our worship to God "vain" or worthless! To worship God
acceptably, we must worship in truth (John 4:24), and truth is found in
God's word, the Bible (John 17:17).
All man-made creeds differ in some ways from the Bible. Since the Bible is
perfect, any creed containing more than the Bible, contains too much. And
any creed containing less than the Bible, contains too little. All human
creeds are written on the egotistical assumption that weak, fallible humans
can write a better guide than the one written by the infallible God!
We invite you to investigate the church that has '"no creed but
the Bible."
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Please remember To pray for this Newspaper!

Don’t Forget!

To write to America’s Christian Newspaper if you
want to be on our mailing list.
You can also text us your name and address
to 270-339-0873 and we will be glad
to send you the next issue.
Oh Yes! Don’t forget to send a donation
to keep this great paper alive.
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Question:
How can Jesus be God when He is the Son of God? Why did

Jesus pray to His Father if Jesus was God? Is Jesus God or is
He the Son of God?

Answer: May I start by saying that beyond question Jesus

was the Son of God. Luke 1:35 tells us: "And the angel answered
and said unto her [Mary], the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the
Son of God."

This human body, born of a woman. was called the Son
(Galatians 4:4 ). He called Himself the Son of Man numerous
times (Matthew 8:20; 9:6; 11:19, etc.) be-cause He had a human
mother, and came in the "like-ness of sinful flesh'' (Romans 8:3).
That human body, born of Mary, was the Son of God because the
divine Spirit overshadowed the virgin Mary and caused her to
conceive; thus God was His Father. Therefore the body of Jesus
was the Son, Son of man, and Son of God. We are in agreement
that Jesus was the Son of God.

At the same time, Jesus was God manifested in flesh. Jesus not
only had a body of flesh called the Son, but He the mighty God
who dwelt in that body. Let us look at a few verses from the Word
of God.

The Old Testament prophets declared that the One born in
Bethlehem would also be the One who is eternal, that the One
born as a child would also be the everlasting Father.

"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of
old, from ever-lasting" (Micah 5:2).

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). New Testament
writers were equally emphatic concerning the absolute deity of
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Jesus, that He was truly God. John said that Jesus was "the true God" in I John 5:20),
and in Revelation 1:8, he called Him "the Almighty." Peter declared Him to be the
Creator by speaking of Him as the "Prince (or Author) of life"

(Acts 3:15) He further boldly proclaimed that only through His name could man be saved
(Acts 4:12

Thomas fell at Jesus' feet and called Him "my Lord and my God" (John 20:28).

Paul speaking of Jesus declared that ""God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up
into glory" (I Timothy 3: 16). Paul again, when writing of Jesus' return, proclaimed that
we are "looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:13).

But the words of Jesus Himself should put to rest any doubt. In John 14, Jesus revealed
how He was truly God the Father dwelling in the body of the Son.

"If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye
know him, and have seen Him. Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it
sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou
not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou
then, Shew us the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in
me? The words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth
in me, he doeth the works" (John 14:7-10).

In His humanity He was the Son, but in His deity He was the Father which dwelt in the
Son! In this manner, He is both the Father and the Son! Jesus Himself de-clared in
Revelation 22: 16, "I am the root and the off-spring of David.” "Root" means that He
was the creator or Father of David, while "offspring"’ reveals that He was the child or
Son of David. In other words, He is both the Father and the Son!

Jesus prayed, of course, in His body of humiliation, but not to a God separate from
Himself. He said "the Father that dwelleth in me" (John 14:10), and "I and my Father
are one" (John 10:30). The Book of He-brews reveals that His praying was

limited to "the days of his flesh" (Hebrews 5:7). A\

After His resurrection His flesh body was glorified,
and now "in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2:9).
Oh, sweet wonder! O

God decides what we go
through,We decide how
we go through it
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What Is Repentance

"This day is salvation come to this house" were
words spoken by our Lord to Zacchaeus, who
had, expressed repentance and a desire to make
wrongs right.

"This man went down to his house justified,"
Jesus said regarding the publican who smote his
breast in sorrow, confessed his sinfulness, and

asked for God's mercy (Cuke 18:13)

JESUS allowed us to understand that all
heaven is made glad when a sinner turns
from sin in repentance. ""There is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth" (Luke 15:10).

If repentance can bring salvation to a
man's house, cause a sinner to be
justified, and bring joy in heaven itself,
surely repentance is extremely important.
Let us consider these facts of repentance:
. Both John the Baptist and Jesus
Christ preached repentance.

. Both the Apostle Peter and the
Apostle Paul preached repentance.

. All men  everywhere are

AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER

The God of a New Start

® JACOB—ONCE A CHEAT, THEN —A NEW START - .4
JOSEPH— ONCE ARROGANT, THEN s "
L MOSES— A HIDING MURDERER, THEN
) JONAH— A REBELLIOUS COWARD, THEN——1
® DAVID — AN ADULTERER , MURDERER THEN-
PETER—THE WEAK LIAR, CURSER, THEN-—«
MATTHEW— S0LD OUT TOMONEY, THEN—#
PAUL—A PERSECUTOR OF THE
HELFLESS, THEN——

W
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{  WHEN OFTEN TIMES ™
SCCIETY SAYA
“THUMBS DOWN"

. “IN WHOM WE HAVE REDEMPTION
&z 3 THROUGH HI5 BLCOD, THE FORGIVENESS

OF 5INS, ACCORDING TO THE RICHES
» OF HI$ GRACE.” —EFH LT

"It is being sorry enough to quit." It is true
that a person has not really repented until he
has come to the place where he is willing to
quit. One young man wept and sobbed as he
confessed his sin of adultery, yet within three
months he was again living in this sin. That
young man had not repented. Another young

commanded to l’epent.’ "And the times Of man wept and prayed as he asked God's

this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to re-
pent" (Acts 17:30).

Since repentance is vital to salvation, we
had better understand just what it really
is. First of all, it might be said that
repentance is godly sorrow for sin. How-
ever, sorrow for sin alone is not sufficient,
although sorrow for sin is able to work
repentance: "For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be repented
of' ( Il Corinthians 7: 10 ). Godly sorrow
was once defined by a little boy who said,

forgiveness for his drinking habit. Yet the
very next night he was again drunk. It is
apparent that he had not repented. Both
expressed sorrow for sin, but their sorrow
had not worked repentance.

There must be a certain amount of heart
sorrow even if there is little evidence of it
outwardly. Deliv-erance from sin can come
only to a heart that is broken: ""A broken
and a contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not
despise (Psalm 51: 17 ). A heart broken
because of sin must become a heart broken
from sin.

4
To repent a man must want to be

delivered. @~ Many are  never
delivered because they do not want
to be de-livered. When a man
repents of using tobacco, he quits
using it. He dies out to all desire
for it. He is delivered because he
has a heart broken from it. He has
repented.

Not only is repentance a forsaking
of sin, but at the same time it is a
turning to Jesus Christ. Turning
from sin is essential, but this alone
will not save. There is salvation
only in the name of Jesus.
Therefore a man must turn away
from worldliness and sin, but at the
same time Jesus Christ must come
into his heart through the power of
the Holy Spirit ""He that covereth
his sins shall not prosper: but
whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy' (Proverbs
28:18).

""Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unright-eous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto
the LORD, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon" (Isaiah
55:7).

The desire to repent comes with
conviction of sin. As long as sin
appears attractive to a person, he
will not repent. When sin becomes
horrible and loathsome in his sight,
then he will desire to turn from it.
Only when he sees sin as ugly and
holiness as beautiful will his desire
to repent become strong enough to
change him.  continued page 5
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What Is Repentance

This strong desire to change and the faith needed
to ef-fect a transformation is produced mainly by
hearing

the gospel preached. It is the Word of God that
con-victs and condemns a man of sin and that
converts him from his error.

Repentance is a divine gift. A person cannot bring
himself to repentance by his own will. He will
need the influence of the Holy Spirit, for
repentance is granted by God.

"Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repent-ance unto life" (Acts 11:18).

"If God peradventure will give them repentance to
the acknowledging of the truth" (II Timothy
2:25).

It is important to respond to the voice of God
when He speaks. When God brings a person
under a strong conviction of sin, and draws him to
Himself, the sinner is only one step from the
kingdom. At that moment the goodness of God
leads the sinner to repentance. On the other hand,
it is serious and tragic to draw back, reject, and
despise the riches of God's goodness (Romans
2:4).

Repentance produces the right action which
follows the right decision. The prodigal came to
himself and arose. He found forgiveness and
reconciliation because he turned his footsteps
homeward. If he had remained among the swine
feeding upon pig swill, he would never have found
pardon.

A person is saved only by repentance: "Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish' (Luke 13:5 ).
Although one cannot be saved without repenting
of his sins, yet repentance alone is not salvation.
Re-pentance prepares a person for regeneration-
for water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ and
for the gift of the Holy Ghost.

""Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost" (Acts 2:38).

If a person refuses to obey the gospel by being
bap-tized in the name of Jesus Christ, or if he has
not received the gift of the Holy Ghost, there is a
flaw in his faith, his knowledge, his repentance, or
his commit-ment. God's promise will not fail when
the biblical conditions are met.

In the plan of salvation, repentance is the
point of turning from sin to grace, from
the rotten, degraded, filthy wickedness of
this world to the pure, clean right-eousness
of God! It is the central key in the miracle
of salvation.

It only takes a moment to repent. A person
may come to the Lord, repent of his sins,
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of his sins, and be filled with
the Holy Ghost, all in the same gospel
service. Some people, however, move
slower into re-pentance, taking several
days or weeks to commit themselves to God
and to a godly lifestyle.

There is little in the past life of a sinner
that he can make right. He simply comes
to the foot of the Cross, brokenhearted
because of the sin in his life, confesses and
accepts forgiveness. There are times,
however, when restitution is necessary.
One of the pioneers of Pentecost told many
times that before he found for-giveness he
had to pay for some turkeys which he had
taken when he raided his neighbor's
poultry yard. He would pray and confess at
the altar until the bench would be wet with
his tears, but he could not find peace until
the matter was settled.

Repentance must be genuine. It cannot be
half-hearted; it must be real. The penitent
must pray with sincerity and honesty
before God. Repentance cannot be shallow
or lighthearted; God "desirest truth in the
inward parts" (Psalm 51:6).

Sometimes in our haste to get converts into
the water of baptism, we may fail to stress
the importance of repentance. But we must
remember that repentance is one of the
foundation steps of salvation (Hebrews 6:
1) and it must receive the attention it
deserves in the plan of salvation. A heart
that experiences genuine repentance will
have a solid foundation for the times of
spiritual struggle that will come in his
walk with God.

There is good news for every sinner and
backslider who reads this message.
Pharaoh did not repent and he perished in
the flood. However, Ninevah repented
under the ministry of Jonah,

and the city was spared. Hundreds
repented under the ministry of John
the Baptist, and the record in the
Book of Acts reveals that thousands

found repentance and salvation in

the New Testament church. Perhaps
millions through the centuries have
bowed their knees and hearts to God
in true repentance. Today, the door
of repentance is the golden
opportunity for every sinner to
experience a joy-ful reconciliation
with the Savior, Jesus Christ.

What a glorious event it is for a

prodigal to be wel-omed home by

his loving father! What a blessing
when a sinner goes home justified!
What a peace repentance brings to a
troubled life!

Thanks be to our God for His mercy
and grace that welcome us at the
door of repentance. -0

Tough our task
is not to bring

all the world to
Christ, our task

is

unquestionably
to bring Christ
to all the world

There is so much good in the
worst of us,

And so much bad in the best of

us,

That it hardly becomes any of

us,
To talk about the rest of us.

To
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Saving Faith

A common QUESTION asked today is, "What faith are you?" Wha:t
is really being asked is, "What church do you attend?"

Many people acknowledge a faith or trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Symbols of their faith are often dis-played, such as a fish by the doorbell, a
cross hanging around the neck, or a bumper sticker on the car.

Each church organization has its own definition of faith in terms of what
it believes about God, salvation, and life. However, the Bible declares only
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism (Ephesians 4:5). There is only one
faith that is acceptable by God, and the Bible must be the authority for the
true definition of that faith.

Faith is an absolute necessity. Without faith it is im-possible to please
God; the person who comes to God must believe that God exists (Hebrews
11:6). Faith is the first step toward God-not the final step or the
concluding step.

Many people have a "head faith," a mental accept-ance of the existence of
God. They look at the stars and declare, "I believe in God." Head faith,
however, is not saving faith. People may confess a faith in God and yet
take His name in vain, fail to go to church, and live a life disobedient to
God's Word. The devil believes in one God and trembles (James 2:19).
Perverted as it is, the devil's faith provides awesome respect that pro-duces
a trembling. Some people who profess to believe, however, have little or no
reverence of God. Saving faith is not head faith but heart faith. Romans
10:9-10 emphasizes believing in the heart: "For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness.” Faith literally means "to give God credit”
and entrust your soul to God's care. A bank gives a man credit and
entrusts money to that man. Saving faith is saying, "I cannot save myself,
so I entrust my soul to God. I give credit to God. He can save me."

Saving faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10: 17), for it is
by this means that genuine faith is conceived.

May-June 2021

The preaching of the Apostle Peter created faith in the hearts of Jews: "Many of
them which heard the word believed" (Acts 4:4); and God ordained that "'the
Gentiles ... should hear the word of the gospel and believe" (Acts 15:7). Paul's
ministry in Corinth had results when "many of the Corinthians hearing believed,
and were baptized (Acts 18:8). The hearing of a message from God's Word,
therefore, is the beginning of saving faith.

Romans 10:14 states, "How shall they hear without a preacher?' God ordained
preachers to preach the gospel to the saving of souls. Being a preacher is not a
vocation or a profession. It is a calling from God. Like the prophet Jeremiah, a true
preacher feels the Word of God burning in his soul, a fire shut up in his bones.
Whatever God has to say, He says it through people. When Saul came into contact
with God on the road to Damascus, He said, ""Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?"
The Lord could have given him the answer, but God said, "Arise, and go into the
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do" (Acts 9:6-7). A man by the name
of Ananias told him what to do.

As Cornelius, the Roman Centurion, prayed, he saw an angel. But the angel did not
tell him what he should do. The angel said to Cornelius (in essence), ""Go see Peter,
and he shall tell you what you ought to do" (Acts 10:5-6).

Jesus told the story of the rich man who died and woke up in hell. In the torment
and misery of the flames, the rich man requested that the beggar Lazarus be
permitted to return to his earthly life so that he could tell his brothers to repent so
they would not be cast into hell. But Abraham said, "If they hear not Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, through one rose from the dead (Luke
16:31). People look for the mystical and the supernatural.

they often expect dreams, visions, handwriting on the wall, and these may come but
saving faith is not dependent upon or produced by these means, but rather it comes
through the preaching of God's Word. If an individual rejects the voice of God's
written and preached Word, he will not be persuaded though he would see a person
raised from the dead. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
The result of heart faith is obedience. Sin, in very simple terms, is disobedience to
the Word of God. Sin came when Adam and Eve, who had been told by God not to
eat of one tree in the garden, listened to the devil, who persuaded Eve and through
her Adam to doubt God's Word and to eat of the fruit of that tree. Sin and the curse
of sin came as a result of disobedience. The removal of sin comes through
obedience first Christ's obedience to the death on the cross and then our obedience
of faith in the gospel.

John 3:36 states, ""He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him."" The
original Greek for '"believeth not" denotes being stubborn, obstinate, and
disobedient. If an individual chooses to be disobedient to Jesus, he will not see life.
James 2: 14-24 established clearly that heart faith leads to obedience. If someone is
naked and destitute of daily food, does ""Be warm and be fed" put clothes on him
and put food before him? The answer is obvious So also faith if it does not have
works, deeds, and actions of obedience to back it up by itself is destitute of power,
inoperative, and dead. (See James 2:17.) In the account of the crucifixion in
Matthew 27:42, the scribes and elders said, "Let him now come down from the
cross, and we will believe." Jesus could have come down; continued age 7
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Saving Faith
Evangelist Jonathan J. Maki

He could have called ten thousand angels to
rescue Him.

But Jesus died on the cross because He knew
people would not be delivered from sin merely by
their believing in His power. If a person could
be saved simply by a profession of faith in Jesus
as the Messiah, then Jesus died in vain, His
blood is ineffective, and the resurrection is
meaningless. But saving faith leads us beyond
His identity to the cross, to the empty tomb, and
to the upper room of Pentecost. Saving faith will
produce obedience to repentance (in response to
His death), to water baptism by immersion in
Jesus' name (in response to His burial), and to
the infilling of the Holy Ghost with the evidence
of speaking with other tongues (in response to
His resurrection).

Let us suppose a man is drowning and going
under for the third time. He may say and repeat
the words, "I believe I'm saved' twenty times
before he drowns. But just saying 'Tm saved'
will not save him. If the drowning man screams
for help and a lifeguard hears his desperate call,
the lifeguard may try to rescue him. He may say,
"Listen, I'm trained in saving people. I've done
it dozens of times. Entrust your life to me. Don't
be stubborn, don't be disobedient. If you will do
what I tell you, I can save you." If the drowning
man believes the lifeguard, he will answer,
""Whatever you tell me to do, I'll do it. I want to
be saved!"

When the sinner calls to God for help, he hears
God say, "Entrust your soul and life to Me. 1
can save you from sin. Don't be stubborn, don't
be obstinate, don't be disobedient. Do what I tell
you, and I will save you." The sinner may ask,
"What must I do?" God's Word tells him to
repent of his sin, be baptized by im-mersion in
the name of Jesus Christ, and then he will
receive the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:37-38). When a
sinner by faith obeys the biblical plan of
salvation, he will experience true salvation. He
will not imagine that he is saved, but the power

of God will change him, giving him freedom
from sin and its consequences. He will feel
the prison doors open and the chains of sin
fall off his life.

The Ethiopian eunuch is a choice example
of saving faith (Acts 8:27-39). The eunuch
acknowledged that he could not understand
the Scriptures unless someone would guide
him. He was reading in Isaiah when Philip
joined him, and the evangelist used the text
to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. The
eunuch said, "Here is water; what doth
hinder me to be baptized?" Phillip answered,
"If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest" (Acts 8:37). How do we know the
eunuch really believed" He was baptized.
His pro-fession was supported by his deed of
obedience.

The Philippian jailer presents another Bible
example of saving faith (Acts 16:25-34). The
jailer asked, "What must I do to be
saved?" (Acts 16:30). Paul and Silas said,
""Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house' (Acts 16:31).
They followed this statement by leading him
to the Word of God, where they taught him
the gospel mes-sage. How did the jailer
reveal his faith? He submitted to water
baptism (Acts 16:33). He obeyed what Paul
and Silas preached to him.

When Peter preached on the death, burial,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ on the Day
of Pentecost, many among the multitude
became stirred in their hearts. Some asked,
"What shall we do?" (Acts 2:37). The
answer was not a visit with a counselor, or to
record some information on a card, or even
to make a profes-sion of faith. Rather, the
apostle commanded, '"Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost" (Acts 2:38). Saving faith gripped the
hearts of three thousand people, who gladly
received the Word and were baptized.

Do you have faith that saves? Saving faith,
which comes to the heart through the

preaching of the Word of God, will produce
obedience to the call of repent-ance and the
command of water baptism. It will also open
your life to the indwelling of the Spirit of
God.o

New Excuse: | was on my.

way to church and was
almost there when 1 look
at my cell phone and it

said "NO SERVICE ...so |

turned around and went

home. ¢
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Getting Ready To Leave

"Getting Ready to Leave this World" is the title
of a song we sang when I was a teenager. In the
light of world conditions and fulfilled Bible
prophecy today it's message strikes the heart with
a new vivid reality.

We have just seen the power of the United
Nations Organizations to rule the world when the
super powers agreed to work together. President
George Bush stated that Iraq was the first test for

the ""New World Order". We have entered a new

era in history! How far are we from a world
government with Anti-Christ at it's head?
The political stage is set for his appearing, the

communications system needed to number and |

moni-

. .. . |
tor every human being is in place, economically

the world is ready, and morally the time for
judgment seems long overdue.

Adherents to the ""New Age' philosophy say that
their leader is here now, and prepared to take
authority and lead the world to peace when the
right moment comes. Millions of spiritually
hungry people of all ages are being drawn into
the "New Age' philosophy on a global scale. The

New Ager rejects the God of the Bible and makes | §

himself his own God.

Through the Scriptures we know that Anti-Christ
will come, but he will not bring peace. Rather, his
appearance will mark the beginning of troubles
such as the world has never known. The seven
years of tribulation will end with the battle of
Armageddon of which our Lord Jesus Christ will
emerge the victor and establish His kingdom
forever!

When we consider our nation once called " Chris-
tian America” we are shocked. QOur religious
freedom is being stripped from us. We are
speeding down the same path as Sodom and
Gomorrah. The "Gay agenda' is unbelievably
aggressive and militant. Political lead-ers are
afraid to resist them. The homosexual commu-
nity is proposing laws that would give them
unbridled license to force their lifestyle upon all

One item in an ordinance presently proposed
to the city of Portland calls for a
government-approved "'preaching program'
for area churches that would show the value
and acceptability of the homosexual life-
style!

IN A TIME WHEN WE CAN OBSERVE THEM FIRSTHAND

-

I'm getting ready to leave this world
I'm getting ready for those gates of pearl
Keeping my record right
Praying both day and night
I'm getting ready to leave this world

It is enough to make every self-respecting
citizen tremble with fear.

Have we heard too many sermons to be
stirred again? Are we too full to be affected
by conditions around us? Will nothing awake
the church to the true fervor of Pentecost?
Some are alarmed and crying out. Some are
plunging into the battle with all their heart
and resources while many are not moved at
all.

May God give us discerning hearts like
Jeremiah who cried, "Let tears run down
like a river day and night; Give thyself no
rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease.
Arise, cry out in the night: in the
beginning of the watches pour out thine
heart like water before the face of the
Lord:

Left up thy hands toward him for the life
of thy young children,"”

May the Church awake and rise to its
fullness! May our eyes be bathed in tears
and our hearts poured out before God in
prayer and fasting until once again God
bares His arm and visits this nation with
great revival

Let us determine at all costs to rediscover
the kind of praying and believing that
moves kingdoms! The times require it!
Surely it is now or never, and if the
compassion of Calvary can possess our
hearts we will make it now!! Tomorrow
will be too late!

Life is but a dressing
room
and I'm getting
ready to leave !
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We live in a Christian civilization (at least we call
it that). By the ordinary standards of life we
have good reason for calling it a Christian
civilization. It was founded on Christian
principles. The laws of the land, the very form of
government, the ideas of justice and social
responsibility under which we live are founded
upon the teachings of Jesus Christ. Further than
that, Christianity is the religion, at least

nominally, of the majority of our nation. Ours is
a Christian civilization

not only in name but in thinking as well. We
talk about the teachings of Jesus Christ. Our
literature is filled with references to Him and to
His word. We talk about an abundant life,
(burrowing the phrase from Him) and think of it
as a way of life which He expounded. We talk
freely about the establishment of His Kingdom
upon earth. And yet, with all our talk about His
way and His teachings, we pay very little
attention to Christ Himself. Certainly we pay
very little attention to Christ as the Saviour. This
is true not only in the life of the nation as a
whole, but even within our religious life. We see
Christ as a man and we rejoice, for it is a
picture of splendid humanity. We see Him as a
servant and as a leader of men.

Too often we stop right there. Certainly it is
time that we go beyond our thought of Christ
as the human leader and see Him more
clearly as one who, according to the

announcement before His birth, should
"save His people from their sins."”
Hallelujah!

You will notice in the Scripture (John 1 :20),
John the Baptist is shown pointing out the
Christ to two of His disciples as He passed
them on the road. He might have pointed
Him out as '"'that carpenter from Nazareth
about whom we are hearing so much.”" He
might have pointed Him out as that
mysterious teacher I recently baptized in the
Jordan. John had heard the voice of God
saying, ""This is my beloved Son." As he saw
Him pass, he said to his disciples, "Behold
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of
the world!'" Praise His Name!

It is that picture of Him that I want you to
see today Jesus as the Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the world. It is very
easy for us to see the sin of the world in
these dark days. We simply look off across
the Atlantic Ocean to the things that are
taking place over there, off across the
Pacific Ocean to the things in he Far East
and at home. Here we see an appalling
picture of the sin of the world. Certainly the
things which are going on today are sin. One
who can see the modern war machines being
devised to blast out the lives of millions and
millions of men, and fail to see sin, must
have a distorted concept of what sin is. It is
easy enough, of course, as we see all that, to
blame it on Stalin, and others. However, it is
not the fault of Stalin. He is only the
immediate cause of trouble, and behind him
there stretch generation after generation,
century after century, of sin, of greed and
lust for power generation after generation
century after century of teaching of hatred
and the instilling into minds of youth a
distorted picture of the highest and best in

life It is not one man's sin that is causing
the chaos of today, but the sins of countless
millions that have who have gone before
sowing the seed as they have gone, which
has ripened in our day into this terrible
state of sin and unrest.

In our thought today of Christ as the
Saviour, we must see not only this sin of
men and nations but the same tendencies,
the same greed, and the same lust in lives of
individuals here at home. When John spoke
of "the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world" he was including himself
and including you and me. For the things
which you and I do and say, and our failure
to live in the spirit of Jesus Christ is a part
of the sin of the world This though is not
just the darkness of sin in the distance
which is in our hearts. ""For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God."

Here is Christ, the Lamb without spot and
blemish: In this thought of the Saviour it is
not just Jesus of Nazareth that we see.
Jesus of Nazareth could set an example of
life on earth. He could give expression to
the world's finest moral code. He could be
the leader and teacher of men, but in this
thought He becomes not only Jesus of
Nazareth, but THE CHRIST. He is the
perfect one the One who was tempted in all
points just as we are and yet without sin.
And so He stands out in radiant beauty
against the dark background of the world's
sin-the Son of God who has been given for
the sin of man. A traveler visiting a village
in Norway was shown, as are all travelers in
that part of the world, the village church. As
he looked at it he noticed high up on the
stonework of the tower the carved figure of
a lamb. He inquired of his guide what the
significance of it was. The guide told him
that when the workmen were building the
tower one of the men lost his hold and fell
from the scaffolding. con't page 10
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His fellow workmen rushed down to the ground
and expected to find him mangled and probably
dead but were surprised to find the man
seemingly well and hearty. His explanation was
that at the moment when he fell a shepherd
was leading his flock of sheep past the base of
the tower and he fell right onto the flock,
landing squarely on top of a lamb. The lamb
was crushed to death but the workman was
saved. In gratitude, he climbed back up to his
place on the tower and there carved at the spot
from which he had fallen the figure of the lamb
which had saved his life.
The Lamb of God, by sacrificing his life, has
made Salvation possible for us. Now the picture
of Christ the Saviour is complete. He who knew
no sin, He who was perfect in Himself and
upon whom no stain of guilt was found and no
sentence of death had been passed, went out to
take our place upon the cross, dying there on
Calvary's Hill that your sin and mine might be
taken away. Perhaps it is not a PLEASANT
picture for us and yet it is a GLORIOUS
TRUTH. Perhaps it is not easy for us to
understand and yet it is a God-given fact that
Christ died on the cross that the sin of the world
might be taken away, and that the guilt might
be removed from all who believe on Him.
Go back for a moment to the text and notice the
first word of it, "Behold." We walk up and
down the picture galleries of life and the
pictures we pass along the way become so
commonplace that we think little of them. How
often you and I walk back and forth past the
Christ the Saviour, how often we hear mention
of Him as the Saviour without paying any
attention at all or giving thought to what the
Saviour means to us. But I say to You, stop,
behold, BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHO
TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD.
It was meant for you. Young People, let us
march on to victory in Christ, bearing the
burden with Him, and giving our lives a living
sacrifice for Christ and the Church.

By J.R. Wiggin

Often times we may wonder what the will of God is for our lives. We search for answers by
fasting and praying and in God's Word, but when God's answer comes, we sometimes
wish to ignore it. If all conditions are to our liking then it is full speed ahead; we are ready
to obey Jesus. If they are not what we want, it is time to get out of God's range. We are off
on our own journey.

That's what Jonah did. He loved God and desired to do right, but his fear and pride
caused him to rebel from doing the will of God. He may have been afraid of the people of
Nineveh because of their brutal and oppressive reputation. He certainly did not feel kind-
ly toward them. So when God sent him there to preach judgment, he declined and went the
opposite direction. (Oh, what needless pain we bear!)

God knew the souls of Nineveh needed to hear the truth preached, and he chose Jonah as
the vessel to deliver His message.

Like Nineveh, our world is also an evil place. It is so wicked that we must lock our doors
both at home and in our automobiles. Many people have bars on their windows and
burglar alarms in their homes and cars. We are living in a time when we are told to avoid
certain areas of our cities, to guard ourselves at all times, and plead God's mercy at signal
lights, stop signs, and A.T.M. machines.

To be without the Holy Ghost would be dreadful in a decent world, but to be without Him
in the sinful world is a horror! But we can get so involved protecting ourselves that we
become consumed with fear and fail to reach "our' Nineveh the people to whom God has
sent us with His message. If we rebel as Jonah did, we could be thrown overboard into the
dark, stormy waters, and maybe God would allow us to end up in misery in a "fish's
stomach." In the belly of the large fish God prepared for him, Jonah began to confess his
sin and acknowledge God's will. The fish took him to shore and deposited him.

Jonah wiped himself off. He decided that God's way was a lot easier. He then traveled
back to Nineveh, and he preached in the city one of the greatest revivals recorded in the
Bible.

But Jonah still battled his flesh; he considered the people of Nineveh unworthy of God's
grace. He could not understand why God had mercy on such an enemy of God's people.
Do we sometimes question God calling us to wit-ness to people in the world we live in
today? Do we become angry with God and pray foolishly? Our crowded world is full of
crime and immorality; many people are self-centered, miserable, confused, and unhappy.
Is this our Nineveh?

God has given us the comfort of a gourd to protect us from the heat that Satan would like
to destroy us with. We are to love and cherish truth, but at the same time we must have
compassion on our lost and dying people in our world. If we are selfish and full of pride,
God may send a wind and worm to destroy our comforts as well.

God loved Jonah and had much mercy on him. He was not trying to hurt Jonah or to
bring him discomfort, but He wanted to use him to reach others. And He wanted to show
him that He would have mercy on whosoever will turn to Him in repentance.

Perhaps Jonah thought the city too evil to benefit from his message of judgment, but our
Lord saw the hearts of the people and responded to their repentance.

May God help us not to run from His will. May He give us give us courage and strength to
reach our Nineveh each day with His message of love and grace. We must not be blinded
by the sins of the people but see and love people even as Jesus loves us.
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A Bunch of Sweet Peas (‘Zﬁougﬂt @WO@M gems DECEPTION

Gathered from Psalm 23
Possession .... "The Lord is my Shepherd
Provision. ........ I shall not want
Position . . ......He maketh me to lie down
Privilege.......... In green pastures

Preservation.. .He restoreth my soul
Progress .. ..... He leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness

Peace.............. I will fear no evil
Presence........ Thou art with me
Preparation ..Thou preparest a table
before me

Plenty. . ..... My cup runneth over

Pursuit .. Goodness and mercy shall follow

me
Prospect. . .. I will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever

I would rather
STAND WITH GOD

and be judged by the world
than stand
with the world and be judged by God.

God speaks to When life
those who take gives you more

time to listen, than you

and He listens to can stand

those who take Kneel
time to pray

THROUGH

erw

—--WHO

Vvenglheny

* ME <«

PHILL 413

Sin Will
Sin will always take you farther that you
want to go!
Sin will always keep you longer than you
want to stay!
Sin will always cost you more than you are
able to pay!
Sin will only let you go when you turn to
God and pray!
author unknown

Old Satan's walking to and fro
Throughout the earth today.

He has a purpose in his mind,

To see who he can sway.

He's cunning in his fine attire,

Looks just like you and me;

And while he does a crafty work,

He blinds eyes so they can't see.

The things that used to look so wrong,
Somehow they now look right.

It's strange how things can turn about By Satan's
power and might.

A multitude of precious souls

That one time stood foursquare Have fallen in his
awful trap ...

But still are unaware.

He paints a lovely picture

For the clouded eyes to see,

And makes his victims think

That he just suits them to a T.

He leads on down a rocky road,

But makes them think it's rosy.

And while he sees his plan at work,

He nestles up so cozgy.

If we are playing in his fire,

We surely will be burned.

Don't think he'll ever let you go; Small chance for
a return.

Deception is an awful doom.

It tightly holds its grip.

It's like the spider in a web-

The victim now is whipped.

Gracie B. Allen
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A Tract Is

A silent missionary

A faithful missionary

A sower of God's Word

A tireless worker

A continuous worker

A very economical worker

A worker that repeats many times
A worker that never angers

A worker that never contradicts
itself

A worker that, may touch
multitudes

A worker that can go anywhere

Think On These Things

Have you ever considered the impact of the printed page upon your life? Our
opinions are molded, our character is formed, our very attitude toward life is

determined largely by what we read.

How can we evangelize the world in the space of one generation? I am convinced
that we could never send out enough missionaries. But there must be a way. I have
come to the conclusion: the only way we are going to be able to carry out the Great
Commission, 'Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature,’
will be by means of the printed page. By the systematic use of the printed page we
shall be able to enter many homes and thus reach every individual with the Gospel

message. The printed page is deathless: you can destroy one, but the press can
reproduce millions. As often as it is martyred it is raised. It can enter doors locked

to the evangelist; it preaches in the factory, the train, the Kkitchen; it visits the

school and the jail; it whispers in the ear of the dying.
Please share this with someone today. you may save a soul !

A worker that, stays on the job

A worker that needs no education
A worker that is fearless

A worker that goes where you
cannot

A worker that needs no salary

A worker that never gets sick

A worker that needs no building
A worker that, is easily available

A worker that heeds no opposition |..
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A worker that, travels in pockets

“...FOR THERE IS NOTHING COVERED, THAT SHALL NOT BE REVEALED; AND HID, THAT SHALL NOT
BE KMNOWN. " Matihew 10026

A worker that persists in calling

A worker that alwavs is obedient
A worker that speaks many
languages

A worker that takes no offerings

A worker that, has much patience
A worker that depends on the Holy
Ghost..

Hope And Reason
An atheist has a reason, but no hope
for his reason.
A hypocrite has a hope, but no
reason for his hope.
A Christian has a reason for his
hope, and a hope for his reason.

""Wait on the Lord: be of good
courage, and he shall strengthen
thine heart" (Psalm 27:14).

It Depends On You
If you want to be rich - give!
If you want to be poor-grasp!
If you want to be needy-hoard!
If you want abundance-scatter!

Martin Luther said, " T was born to fight devils
and factions. It is my business to remove
obstructions, to cut down thorns, to fill up quagmires,
and to open and make straight paths;but if I must
have failings, let me rather speak the truth with too
much severity, than once to act the hypocrite and
conceal the truth

He Has Made Me Glad Psalms 92:4-5
I am so glad for the simplicity of salvation (Acts 2:38)

For Sale

ONE CROSS - almost new. Too heavy;
cramps my style in keeping up with the
world.
ONE TALENT - slightly shelf worn.
Unused for several years.
ONE BUNDLE of seldom used
Christian opportunities; among these,
church attendance and personal
witnessing.
ONE BADLY USED Christian
influence; may be repaired and used
more carefully. May be invaluable to
the right person.
These items may be seen any time in
the basement of my house at Careless
Avenue and Neglect Street.

Signed. Careless Christian

()"LCL LOTC L
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YOU NEED OMNODY TO
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I am so glad God says His Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path (Ps. 119:105).

I am so glad God says, " All things, what-soever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive' (Matt. 21:22).
I am so glad God said that if we rebuke (scold) Satan, he will flee from us (James 4:7).

I am so glad "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble" (Ps. 46:1).

I am so glad God said, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:20).

I am so glad God said, "Fear not; I will help thee" (Isa. 41:13).

I am so glad God said, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they

shall be as wool" (Isa. 1:18).

I am so glad that "if God be for us, who can be against us?'" (Rom. 8:31; see also Psa. 27:1).
I am so glad that when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall raise up a standard against him

(Isa. 59:19).

I am so glad we are not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ

(I Pet. 1:18-19).
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Our Partners in Helping to Spread the Word
America’s Christian First Apostolic Church 5752 Pastor Adrian Trujillo o
Newspaper i lessed fo Y Lol NG T Aposioli Lighthouse
have the support and help : Libourn Apostolic Church eaiing, Leltverance IVItracles
from congregations all Pastor: Rev. Preston Taylor PO Box 376 701 Flora.l Ave.
over the country, Libourn, MO 63862 Canon City, CO 81212

spreading the Word far
and wide.

Thanks to all who have been
so faithful and generous.
GOD BLESS YOU!

DegreesIN Theology
Home Study Course
P.0O.Box1536
Van, TX 75790
E-Mail
Cypress@texascellnet.com
(903)963-7863

www.cypressbiblecollege.or

Acts 2:38

Associate of Theology
Payment plans available
Bachelor of
Theology Accredited
by SICMI
Master of Theology
We accept previous
credits
Doctor of Theology
Incarceration rates
available
Doctor of Philosophy in
Religion Center For
Academic Research

Lighthouse

Apostolic Church

You're Invited to Come Wor-
ship With us!

310 Co. Road 195
Waterloo, Alabama 35677

Holiness Temple Apostolic
Church

401 E. Main Street

Sparta, IL 62286

Pastor Juanez D. Wilson Sr.

Pine Grove

Apostolic Church

More than a church we are a
Family

Rev. Johnny Barnhill 2196 Hwy
506 East

Kelly, LA 71441

Apostolic Lighthouse
Tabernacle

Discover Original Pentecost 401
N. Main St. Laurinburg NC

Pastor Joe Barnhill

Solid Rock
Pentecostal Church

322 Quitman Lane Brookhaven,
MS
Pastor Jerry W. Sullivan

Apostolic

Theological Seminary Kaplan,
Louisiana

All courses are taught live via the
internet with real degreed
professors 337-285-6045

First Apostolic Church
1801 Durst St.
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965
Pastor Brent Crosswhite

Faith Tabernacle

Home Of The Old Time Religion
901 E. 54th Terrace
Bellingham, WA 98226

Pastor Larry Gammons

First Apostolic Church
11384 Crossett Rd.
Bastrop, LA 71220

Bro. & Sis. ].T. Wheat

Apostolic Faith Tabernacle
A church thatpreaches

what the Bible teaches

1699 Forest Ave.

Maysville, KY 41056 Randall
Osman, Pastor

Bible Truth Tabernacle
Apostolic Church

850 East Main Street
Bedford, VA 24523
Pastor Wayne Lawhorn

Knoxville Apostolic Church
7504 Chapman Highway
Knoxville, TN 37920

Pastor B. Scott Sparks

Truth Tabernacle

Church & School

7601 Ohio River Road
Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694
Robert E. Davis, Pastor

Apostolic Lighthouse
Pentecostal Church

A place to Quench your spiri-
tual hunger & thirst

1801 Durst Street

PastorD. A. Rousseau

Church of Jesus Christ Hwy
51 North Dyersburg, TN
Pastor Ray Winstead

& Sister Sheila Windstead

Truth Tabernacle

A place where needs can be met
and lives be changed

3200 Rush Branch Rd.
Somerset, KY 42501

Pastor Mike Phillips

ﬁ&? Wl]gcvgr }171 ]g:g})s. Blvd.
Central City KY 42330 Pastor
C. W. Schroader

Apostolic Church
of Wasson

4540 US 45 North
Harrisburg, IL

Rev. Nathan Prather

Truth Tabernacle

18027 San Bernardino Ave.
Bloomington,CA 92316
Pastor R.D. Frazier

Libourn Apostolic Church
P.O.Box 376

Libourn, MO 63862

Pastor Larry Gammons
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Western Kentucky
Moty Ghost and Five Camnmgerjny

“TRULY A GREAT FAMILY CAMP”

Western Kentucky Apostolic Youth CONFERENCE

JULY 13" thru 1672021

Elder Evans 4 Nights and 3 Days  Elder Michael

LOCATED AT THE FAIR GROUNDS ON ARCH ST Hearn
Madisonville, Kentucky

Pastor Junior Tingle Welcomes All
We Are Looking for Many More New Young People This Year
Make Plans to Attend.
Great Free Meals served after each Service

EveryoneIs Invited
*SPECIAL SPEAKERS*

Elder Michael Hearn......... 1:00 p.m.
Elder Russell Frazier......... 7:30 p.m.

Special Singing and Choir
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COMMON QUESTION asked today is, "What
faith are you?" Wha:t is really being asked is,
"What church do you attend?"

Many people acknowledge a faith or trust in the
Lord Jesus Christ. S, bols of their faith are often dis-
played, such as a fish by the doorbell, a cross hanging
around the neck, or a bumpersticker on the car.

Each church organization has its own definition of
faith in terms of what it believes about God, salvation,
and life. However, the Bible declares only one Lord,
one faith, and one baptism (Ephesians 4:5). There is
only one faith that is acceptable by God, and the Bible
must be the authority for the true definition of that
faith.

Faith is an absolute necessity. Without faith it is im-
possible to please God; the person who comes to God
must believe that God exists (Hebrews 11:6). Faith is
the first step toward God-not the final step or the
concluding step.

Many people have a "head faith," a mental accept-
ance of the existence of God. They look at the stars and
declare, "I believe in God." Head faith, however, is not
saving faith. People may confess a faith in God and yet
take His name in vain, fail to go to church, and live a
life disobedient to God's Word. The devil believes in
one God and trembles (James 2:19). Perverted as it is,
the devil's faith provides awesome respect that pro-
duces a trembling. Some people who profess to believe,
however, have little or no reverence of God.

Saving faith is not head faith but heart faith. Romans
10:9-10 emphasizes believing in the heart: "For with
the heart man believeth unto righteousness." Faith
literally means "to give God credit" and entrust your
soul to God's care. A bank gives a man credit and
entrusts money to that man. Saving faith is saying, "I
cannot save myself, so [ entrust my soul to God. I give
credit to God. He can save me."

Saving faith comes by hearing the Word of God
(Romans 10: 17), for it is by this means that genuine

-10-

SAVING FAITH

By Evangelist Jonathan J. Maki

faith is conceived. The preaching of the Apostle Peter
created faith in the hearts of Jews: "Many of them
which heard the word believed" (Acts 4:4); and God
ordained that "the Gentiles... should hear the word of
the gospel and believe" (Acts 15:7). Paul's ministry in
Corinth had results when "many of the Corinthians
hearing believed, and were baptized (Acts 18:8). The
hearing of a message from God's Word, therefore, is
the beginning of saving faith.

Romans 10:14 states, "How shall they hear without
a preacher?" God ordained preachers to preach the
gospel to the saving of souls. Being a preacher is not a
vocation or a profession. It is a calling from God. Like
the prophet Jeremiah, a true preacher feels the Word
of God burning in his soul, a fire shut up in his bones.

Whatever God has to say, He says it through people.
When Saul came into contact with God on the road to
Damascus, He said, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?" The Lord could have given him the answer, but
God said, "Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be
told thee what thou must do" (Acts 9:6-7). A man by
the name of Ananias told him what to do.

As Cornelius, the Roman Centurian, prayed, he saw
an angel. But the angel did not tell him what he should
do. The angel said to Cornelius (in essence), "Go see
Peter, and he shall tell you what you ought to do"
(Acts 10:5-6).

Jesus told the story of the rich man who died and
woke up in hell. In the torment and misery of the
flames, the rich man requested that the beggar Lazarus
be permitted to return to his earthly life so that he
could tell his brothers to repent so they would not be
cast into hell. But Abraham said, "If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, through one rose from the dead (Luke
16:31).

People look for the mystical and the supernatural.
They often expect dreams, visions, handwriting on the
wall, and these may come. But saving faith is not

dependent upon or produced by these means, but
-





rather it comes through the preaching of God's Word.
If an individual rejects the voice of God's written and
preached Word, he will not be persuaded though he
would see a person raised from the dead. Faith comes
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

The result of heart faith is obedience. Sin, in very
simple terms, is disobedience to the Word of God. Sin
came when Adam and Eve, who had been told by God
not to eat of one tree in the garden, listened to the
devil, who persuaded Eve and through her Adam to
doubt God's Word and to eat of the fruit of that tree.
Sin and the curse of sin came as a result of disobedi-
ence. The removal of sin comes through obedience-
first Christ's obedience to the death on the cross and
then our obedience of faith in the gospel.

John 3:36 states, "He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." The
original Greek for "believeth not" denotes being stub-
born, obstinate, and disobedient. If an individual
chooses to be disobedient to Jesus, he will not see life.

James 2:14-24 estabilshed clearly that heart faith
leads to obedience. If someone is naked and destitute
of daily food, does "Be warm and be fed" put clothes
on him and put food before him? The answer is ob-
vious. So also faith-ifit does not have works, deeds,
and actions of obedience to back it up-by itself is
destitute of power, inoperative, and dead. (See James
2:17)

In the account of the crucifixion in Matthew 27:42,
the scribes and elders said, "Let him now come down
from the cross, and we will believe." Jesus could have
come down; He could have called ten thousand angels
to rescue Him. But Jesus died on the cross because He
knew people would not be delivered from sin merely by
their believing in His power. If a person could be saved
simply by a profession of faith in Jesus as the Messiah,
then Jesus died in vain, His blood is ineffective, and
the resurrection is meaningless. But saving faith leads
us beyond His identity to the cross, to the empty tomb,
and to the upper room of Pentecost. Saving faith will
produce obedience to repentance (in response to His
death), to water baptism by immersion in Jesus' name
(in response to His burial), and to the infilling of the
Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking with other
tongues (in response to His resurrection).

Let us suppose a man is drowning and going under
for the third time. He may say and repeat the words, "I
believe I'm saved" twenty times before he drowns. But
just saying 'Tm saved" will not save him. If the
drowning man screams for help and a lifeguard hears
his desperate call, the lifeguard may try to rescue him.
He may say, "Listen, I'm trained in saving people. I've
done it dozens of times. Entrust your life to me. Don't

be stubborn, don't be disobedient. Ifyou will do what I
_—
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tell you, I can save you." Ifthe drowning man believes
the lifeguard, he will answer, "Whatever you tell me to
do, I'll do it. I want to be saved!"

When the sinner calls to God for help, he hears God
say, "Entrust your soul and life to Me. I can save you
from sin. Don't be stubborn, don't be obstinate, don't
be disobedient. Do what I tell you, and I will save
you." The sinner may ask, "What must I do?" God's
Word tells him to repent of his sin, be baptized by im-
mersion in the name of Jesus Christ, and then he will
receive the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:37-38). When a sinner
by faith obeys the biblical plan of salvation, he will
experience true salvation. He will not imagine that he
is saved, but the power of God will change him, giving
him freedom from sin and its consequences. He will
feel the prison doors open and the chains of sin fall off
his life.

The Ethiopian eunuch is a choice example of
saving faith (Acts 8:27-39). The eunuch acknowledged
that he could not understand the Scriptures unless
someone would guide him. He was reading in Isaiah
when Philip joined him, and the evangelist used the
text to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. The eunuch
said, "Here is water; what doth hinder me to be bap-
tized?" Phillip answered, "If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest" (Acts 8:37). How do we know
the eunuch really believed" He was baptized. His pro-
fession was supported by his deed of obedience.

The Philippian jailer presents another Bible
example of saving faith (Acts 16:25-34). The jailer
asked, "What must [ do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30).
Paul and Silas said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house" (Acts 16:31).
They followed this statement by leading him to the
Word of God, where they taught him the gospel mes-
sage. How did the jailer reveal his faith? He submitted
to water baptism (Acts 16:33). He obeyed what Paul
and Silas preached to him.

When Peter preached on the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ on the Day of Pentecost,
many among the multitude became stirred in their
hearts. Some asked, "What shall we do?" (Acts 2:37). The
answer was not a visit with a counselor, or to record
some information on a card, or even to make a profes-
sion of faith. Rather, the apostle commanded, "Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). Saving faith
gripped the hearts of three thousand people, who
gladly received the Word and were baptized.

Do you have faith that saves? Saving faith, which
comes to the heart through the preaching of the Word
of God, will produce obedience to the call of repent-
ance and the command of water baptism. It will also
open your life to the indwelling of the Spirit of God.O










WHAT IS

REPENTANCE?

By Ralph Vincent Reynolds

"This day is salvation come t this house" were
words spoken by our Lord to Zacchaeus, who had
, expressed repentance and a desire to make

wrongs right.

"This man went down to his house justified,"
Jesus said regarding the publican who smote his
breast in sorrow, confessed his sinfulness, and

asked for God's mercy (Luke 18:13).

A ESUS allowed us to understand that all heaven is

made glad when a sinner turns from sin in repent-
ance. "There is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth" (Luke 15:10).

If repentance can bring salvation to a man's house,
cause a sinner to be justified, and bring joy in heaven
itself, surely repentance is extremely important. Let us
consider these facts of repentance:

e Both John the Baptist and Jesus Christ preached

repentance.

e Both the Apostle Peter and the Apostle Paul
preached repentance.

e All men everywhere are commanded to repent:
"And the times of this ignorance God winked at;
but now commandeth all men every where to re-
pent” (Acts 17:30).

Since repentance is vital to salvation, we had better
understand just what it really is. First of all, it might
be said that repentance is godly sorrow for sin. How-
ever, sorrow for sin alone is not sufficient, although
sorrow for sin is able to work repentance: "For godly
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
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repented of' (II Corinthians 7 10)

Godly sorrow was once defined by a little boy who
said, "It is being sorry enough to quit." It is true that a
person has not really repented until he has come to the
place where he is willing to quit. One young man wept
and sobbed as he confessed his sin of adultery, yet
within three months he was again living in this sin.
That young man had not repented. Another young man
wept and prayed as he asked God's forgiveness for his
drinking habit. Yet the very next night he was again
drunk. It is apparent that he had not repented. Both
expressed sorrow for sin, but their sorrow had not
worked repentance.

There must be a certain amount of heart sorrow
even if there is little evidence of it outwardly. Deliv-
erance from sin can come only to a heart that is
broken: "A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, thou
wilt not despise (Psalm 51: 17) A heart broken because
of sin must become a heart broken from sin.

To repent a man must want to be delivered. Many
are never delivered because they do not want to be de-
livered. When a man repents of using tobacco, he quits
using it. He dies out to all desire for it. He is delivered
because he has a heart broken from it. He has
repented.

Not only is repentance a forsaking of sin, but at the
same time it is a turning to Jesus Christ. Turning from
sin is essential, but this alone will not save. There is
salvation only in the name of Jesus. Therefore a man
must turn away from worldliness and sin, but at the
same time Jesus Christ must come into his heart
through the power of the Holy Spirit.





"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have
mercy" (Proverbs 28:18).

"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-
eous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and © our
God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:7).

The desire to repent comes with conviction of sin. As
long as sin appears attractive to a person, he will not
repent. When sin becomes horrible and loathsome in
his sight, then he will desire to turn from it. Only when
he sees sin as ugly and holiness as beautiful will his
desire to repent become strong enough to change him.
This strong desire to change and the faith needed to ef-
fect a transformation is produced mainly by hearing
the gospel preached. It is the Word of God that con-
victs and condemns a man of sin and that converts him
from his error.

Repentance is a divine gift. A person cannot bring
himselfto repentance by his own will. He will need the
influence of the Holy Spirit, for repentance is granted
by God.

"Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repent-
ance unto life” (Acts 11:18).

"1f God peradventure will give them repentance
the acknowledging of the truth" (Il Timothy 2:25).

It is important to respond to the voice of God when
He speaks. When God brings a person under a strong
conviction of sin, and draws him to Himself, the sinner
is only one step from the kingdom. At that moment the
goodness of God leads the sinner to repentance. On the
other hand, it is serious and tragic to draw back, reject,
and despise the riches of God's goodness (Romans 2:4).

Repentance produces the right action which follows
the right decision. The prodigal came to himself and
arose. He found forgiveness and reconciliation because
he turned his footsteps homeward. If he had remained
among the swine feeding upon pig swill, he would
never have found pardon.

A person is saved only by repentance: "Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13:5)

Although one cannot be saved without repenting of
his sins, yet repentance alone is not salvation. Re-
pentance prepares a person for regeneration-for
water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ and for the
gift of the Holy Ghost.

"Repent, and be baptized every one ofyou in the
name ofJesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38).

If a person refuses to obey the gospel by being bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ, or if he has not
received the gift of the Holy Ghost, there is a flaw in
his faith, his knowledge, his repentance, or his commit-
ment. God's promise will not fail when the biblical
conditions are met.

In the plan of salvation, repentance is the point of
turning from sin to grace, from the rotten, degraded,
filthy wickedness of this world to the pure, clean right-
eousness of God! It is the central key in the miracle of
salvation.

It only takes a moment to repent. A person may
come to the Lord, repent of his sins, be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of his sins, and
be filled with the Holy Ghost, all in the same gospel
service. Some people, however, move slower into re-
pentance, taking several days or weeks to commit
themselves to God and to a godly lifestyle.

There is little in the past life of a sinner that he can
make right. He simply comes to the foot of the Cross,
brokenhearted because of the sin in his life, confesses
and accepts forgiveness. There are times, however,
when restitution is necessary. One of the pioneers of
Pentecost told many times that before he found for-
giveness he had to pay for some turkeys which he had
taken when he raided his neighbor's poultry yard. He
would pray and confess at the altar until the bench
would be wet with his tears, but he could not find
peace until the matter was settled.

Repentance must be genuine. It cannot be half-
hearted; it must be real. The penitent must pray with
sincerity and honesty before God. Repentance cannot
be shallow or lighthearted; God "desirest truth in the
inward parts" (Psalm 51:6).

Sometimes in our haste to get converts into the
water of baptism, we may fail to stress the importance
of repentance. But we must remember that repentance
is one of the foundation steps of salvation (Hebrews
6 1) and it must receive the attention it deserves in the
plan of salvation. A heart that experiences genuine
repentance will have a solid foundation for the times
of spiritual struggle that will come in his walk with
God.

There is good news for every sinner and backslider
who reads this message. Pharaoh did not repent and he
perished in the flood. However, Ninevah repented
under the ministry of Jonah, and the city was spared.
Hundreds repented under the ministry of John the
Baptist, and the record in the Book of Acts reveals that
thousands found repentance and salvation in the New
Testament church. Perhaps millions through the cen-
turies have bowed their knees and hearts to God in
true repentance. Today, the door of repentance is the
golden opportunity for every sinner to experience a joy-
ful reconciliation with the Savior, Jesus Christ.

What a glorious event it is for a prodigal to be wel-
comed home by his loving father! What a blessing
when a sinner goes home justified! What a peace
repentance brings to a troubled life!

Thanks be to our God for His mercy and grace that

welcome us at the door of repentance. O
[
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I am so glad that love drew salvation’s
plan.

I am so glad that there is no power in this
world mighty enough to separate us from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

I am so glad that Jesus is our Pilot.

T am so glad that if we confess with our
mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, and believe in
our heart that God raised Him from the dead,
we shall be saved (Romans 10:9).

I am so glad that “‘all things work togeth-
er for good to them that love God’ (Romans
8:28).

I am so glad that Jesus is at the right
hand of God, making intercession for us (He-
brews 7:25).

I am so glad God says that if we will re-
pent, He will repent of the evil that He has
pronounced against us (Exodus 32:14),

I am so glad God says, “They that turn
many to righteousness [shall shine] as the
stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3).

I am so glad for the simplicity of salva-
tion—all we must do, God says, is believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ and we shall be saved
(Acts 16:31).

I 'am so glad God says His Word is a lamp
unto our feet and a light unto our path (Ps.
119:105).

I am so glad God says, ““All things, what-
soever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive”” (Matt. 21:22).

I am so glad God said that if we rebuke
(scold) Satan, he will flee from us (James 4:7).

I am so glad “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble” (Ps.
46:1).

I am so glad God said, “Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world” {(Matt.
28:20).

I am so glad God said, “Fear not; I will
help thee” (Isa. 41:13).

I am so glad God said, “Though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as Snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be
as wool” (Isa. 1:18).

I am so glad that “if God be for us, who
can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31; see also Psa.
2751,

I am so glad that when the enemy shall
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall
raise up a standard against him (Isa. 59:19).

I am so glad we can launch out into the
deep on all of His Word and promises,

I am so glad for God’s command, ‘‘Wait
on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the
Lord” (Psa. 27:14).

I am so glad that “‘every wo
pure: he is a shield m that put their

am so glad that God says, “The effectual

_—fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth

much” (James 5:16).

I am so glad for John 3:16.

I am so glad we are not redeemed with cor-
ruptible things as silver and gold, but with the
precious blood of Christ (T Pet. 1:18-19).

I am so glad that “the sufferings of this

present time are not worthy to be compared
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I am so glad there is no respect of persons
with God—rich and poor alike will one day
stand before God and give account of their
deeds (Acts 10:34; Rom. 14:12).

I am so glad that God can open eyes of
men, women, boys, and girls to turn them
from darkness to light and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive for-
giveness of sins and inheritance of everlasting
life (John 3:15-20).

I am so glad that Jesus is able to heal all

manner of sickness and all who are oppressed
of the devil (Matt. 4:24).

I am so glad God warns us to watch our
tongue, as God says, ‘It is an unruly evil, full
of deadly poison’ (James 3:8).

I am so glad God is our Rock, a God of
truth and without iniquity; just and right is
He (Deut. 32:4).

I am so glad that God admonishes us, say-
ing, “For as the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead also”
(James 2:26).

Surely God hath heard the prayers of His
children. Suddenly Jesus will come and deliver
them out of their bondages. Then the blood-
washed saints of God will go marching home,
singing, ““Glory! Hallelujah to the Lamb once
slain for men!" The prayers of the saints shall
cover them. They shall have a covering be-
cause of the prayers of the saints.

* * * *

For Sale

ONE CROSS — almost new. Too heavy;
cramps my style in keeping up with the world.

ONE TALENT - slighty shelf-worn. Un-
used for several years.

ONE BUNDLE of seldom-used Christian
opportunities; among these, church attend-
ance and personal witnessing.

ONE BADLY USED Christian influence;
may be repaired and used more carefully. May
be invaluable to the right person.

These items may be seen any time in the
basement of my house at Careless Avenue and
Neglect Street.  Signed, Careless Christian

My New Year Praye
A. B. Simpson

What shall I ask for the coming ye
What shall my watchword be?

What would’st Thou do for me, de:
What can I do for Thee?

Lord, I would ask for a holy year,
Spent in Thy perfect will;

Help me to walk in Thy very steps
Help me to please Thee still.

Lord, I would ask for a trustful ves
Humble, and yet so high;

Help me to sink at Thy blessed fee
And on Thy bosom lie.

Lord, I would ask for a year of fait}
Give me Thy faith divine,
Taking my full inheritance,
Making Thy fullness mine.

Lord, I would ask for a year of love
That I may love Thee best;

Give me the love that faileth not
Under the hardest test.

Lord, I would ask for a busy year,
Filled up with service true,

Doing with all Thy spirit’s might
All that I find to do.

Lord, I would ask for a year of pray
Teach me to walk with Thee.
Breathe in my heart Thy Spirit’s bre
Pray Thou Thy prayer in me.

Lord, I would ask for a dying world;
Stretch forth Thy mighty hand;

Scatter Thy Word—Thy power displ
This year in every land.

Lord, I would ask for a year of joy,
Thy peace, Thy joy divine,

Springing undimmed through all the
Whether of shade or shine.

Lord, I would ask for a year of hope,
Looking for Thee to come,

And hastening on that year of years
That brings us Christ and home.
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A Bunch of Sweet Peas
Gathered from Psalm 23

Possession.. ... .. "The Lord is my Shepherd
Provision. ................ I shall not want
Position . ... ...... He maketh me to lie down
Privilege. .. .. .. ......... In green pastures
Preservation. . .. ... ... He restoreth my soul
Progress .. He leadeth me in the paths of righ-
teousness

Peace. .................. I will fear no evil
Presence. ., ............. Thou art with me
Preparation . ... Thou preparest a table before
me

Plenty. . . ... .- +sevs. My cup runneth over
Pursuit .. Goodness and mercy shail follow me
Prospect. . . ... I will dwell in the house of the

———— I .ord_forouor ==










Sin Will
Sin will always take you

farther than you want to go!
Sin will always keep you

longer than you want to stay!
Sin will always cost you

‘more than you are able to pay!
Sinwill only let you

'go when you tumn to God and pray!
Author unknown
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YOU NEED ONLY TO

Be Still.

Exoous 14:14




by Pat Elder

O ften times we may wonder what the will of
God is for our lives. We search for answers by
fasting and praying and in God's Word, but

when God's answer comes, we sometimes wish to
ignore it. If all conditions are to our liking then it is
full speed ahead; we are ready to obey Jesus. If they
are not what we want, it is time to get out of God's
range. We are off on our own journey.

That's what Jonah did. He loved God and desired to
do right, but his fear and pride caused him to rebel
from doing the will of God. He may have been afraid
of the people of Nineveh because of their brutal and
oppressive reputation. He certainly did not feel kind-
ly toward them. So when God sent him there to
preach judgment, he declined and went the opposite
direction. (Oh, what needless pain we bear!)

God knew the souls of Nineveh needed to hear the
truth preached, and he chose Jonah as the vessel to
deliver His message.

Like Nineveh, our world is also an evil place. It is so
wicked that we must lock our doors both at home
and in our automobiles. Many people have bars on
their windows and burglar alarms in their homes
and cars. We are living in a time when we are told to
avoid certain areas of our cities, to guard ourselves
at all times, and plead God:s mercy at signal lights,
stop signs, and ATM. machines.

To be without the Holy Ghost would be dreadful in
a decent world, but to be without Him in the sinful
world is a horror! But we can get so involved protect-
ing ourselves that we become consumed with fear
and fail to reach "our" Nineveh-the people to whom
God has sent us with His message. If we rebel as
Jonah did, we could be thrown overboard into the
dark, stormy waters, and maybe God would allow us
to end up in misery in a "fish's stomach." In the belly
of the large fish God prepared for him, Jonah began

to confess his sin and acknowledge God's will. The
fish took him to shore and deposited him.

Jonah wiped himself off He decided that God's way
was a lot easier. He then traveled back to Nineveh,
and he preached in the city one of the greatest
revivals recorded in the Bible.

But Jonah still battled his flesh; he considered the
people of Nineveh unworthy of God's grace. He could
not understand why God had mercy on such an
enemy of God's people.

Do we sometimes question God calling us to wit-
ness to people in the world we live in today? Do we
become angry with God and pray foolishly? Our
crowded world is full of crime and immorality; many
people are self-centered, miserable, confused, and
unhappy. Is this our Nineveh?

God has given us the comfort of a gourd to protect
us from the heat that Satan would like to destroy us
with. We are to love and cherish truth, but at the
same time we must have compassion on our lost and
dying people in our world. If we are selfish and full of
pride, God may send a wind and worm to destroy our
comforts as well.

God loved Jonah and had much mercy on him. He
was not trying to hurt Jonah or to bring him discom-
fort, but He wanted to use him to reach others. And
He wanted to show him that He would have mercy on
whosoever will turn to Him in repentance.

Perhaps Jonah thought the city too evil to benefit
from his message ofjudgment, but our Lord saw the
hearts of the people and responded to their repen-
tance.

May God help us not to run from His will. May He
give us give us courage and strength to reach our
Nineveh each day with His message of love and grace.
We must not be blinded by the sins of the people but
see and love people even as Jesus loves us. /H
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CHRIST, THE SAVIOUR

By JR

We live n a Christian civilization (at least we call it
that). By the ordinary standards of life we have good
reason for calling it a Christian civilization. It was
founded on Christian principles. The laws of the land,
the very form of government, the ideas of justice and
social responsibility under which we live are founded
upon the teachings of Jesus Christ. Further than that,
Christianity is the religion, at least nominally, of the
maijority of our nation. Ours is a Christian civilization
not only n name but n thinking as well. We talk about
the teachings of Jesus Christ. Our literature is filled
with references to Him and to His word.

We talk about an abundant life,
(burrowing the phrase from Him)
and think of it as a way of life which
He expounded. We talk freely about
the establishment of His Kingdom
upon earth. And yet, with all ourtalk
about His way and His teachings,
we pay very little attention to Christ
Himself. Certainly we pay very little
attention to Christ as the Saviour.
This is true not only i the life of the
nation as a whole, but even within
our religious life. We see Christ as
a man and we rejoice, for it is a
picture of splendid humanity. We
see Hm as a servant and as a

today-Jesus as the Lamb of God that taketh away the
sin of the world. It is very easy for us to see the sin of
theworldinthesedarkdays. Wesimplylookoffacross
the Atlantic Ocean to the things that are taking place
over there, off across the Pacific Ocean to the tings n
the Far East and at home. Here we see an appalling
picture of the sin of the world. Certainly the tings which
are going on today are sin. One who can see the
modern war machines being devised to blast out the
lives of millions and millions of men, and fail to see sin,
must have a distorted concept of what sin is. It is easy
enough, of course, as we see all that, to blame it on
Stalin, and others. However, it 5
not the fault of Stalin. He is only the
immediate cause of trouble, and
behind him there stretch generation
after generation, century after cen-
tury, of sin, of greed and lust for
power; generation after generation,
century after century of teaching of
hatred and the instilling into minds
of youth a distorted picture of the
highest and best in life.

It is not one man's sin that &
causing the chaos of today, but the
. |gsin of countless millions who have

ﬁone before sowing the seed as
| they have gone, which has ripened

leader of men. Too often we stop
right there. Certainly it is time that we go beyond our
thought of Christ as the human leader and see Him
more clearly as one who, according tot he announce-
ment before His birth, should "save His people from
their sins." Hallelujah!

You will notice in the Scripture (John 1:20), John
the Baptist is shown pointing outthe Christto two of His
disciples as He passed them on the road. He might
have pointed Him out as "that carpenter from Nazareth
about whom we are hearing so much." He might have
pointed Him out as that mysterious teacher | recently
. baptized in the Jordan. John had heard the voice of
God saying, "This is my beloved Son." As he saw Him
pass, he said to his disciples, "Behold the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world!" Praise His
Name!

It is that picture of Him that | want you to see

h our day into this terrible state of
sin and unrest.

h our thought today of Christ as the Saviour, we
must see not only this sin of men and nations but the
same tendencies, the same greed, and the same lust
h lives of individuals here at home. When John spoke
of "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world" he was including himself and including you and
me. Forthe things which you and Ido and say, and our
failure to live in the spirit of Jesus Christ is a part of the
sin of the world. This though is not just the darkness
of sin in the distance which is n our hearts. "For all
have sinned and come short of the glory of God."

Here is Christ, the Lamb without spot and blemish:
the very Lamb of God-God's own Son. h this thought
of the Saviour it is not just Jesus of Nazareth that we
see. Jesus of Nazareth could set an example of life on
earth. He could give expression to the world's finest
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moral code. He could be the leader and teacher of
men, but in this thought He becomes not only Jesus of
Nazareth, but THE CHRIST. He is the perfectone-
the One who was tempted in all points just as we are
and yet without sin. And so He stands out n radiant
beauty against the dark background of the world's
sin-the Son of God who has been given for the sin of
man.

A traveler visiting a village in Norway was shown,
as are all travelers in that part of the world, the village
church. As he looked at it he noticed high up on the
stonework of the tower the carved figure of alamb. He
inquired of his guide what the significance of it was.
The guide told him that when the workmen were
building the tower one of the men lost his hold and fell
from the scaffolding. His fellow workmen rushed down
to the ground and expected to find him mangled and
probably dead but were surprised to find the man
| seemingly well and hearty. His explanation was that at
the moment when he fell a shepherd was leading his
flock of sheep past the base of the tower and he fell
right onto the flock, landing squarely on top of a lamb.
The lamb was crushed to death but the workman was
saved. I gratitude, he climbed back up to his place on
the tower and there carved at the spot from which he
had fallen the figure of the lamb which had saved his
life.

The Lamb of God, by sacrificing his life, has made
Salvation possible for us. Now the picture of Christ the
Saviour is complete. He who knew no sin, Hewhowas
perfect n Himself and upon whom no stain of guilt was
found and no sentence of death had been passed,
went out to take our place upon the cross, dying there
on Calvary's Hill that your sin and mine might be taken
away. Perhaps itis nota PLEASANT picture for us and
yet it is a GLORIOUS TRUTH. Perhaps it is not easy
for us to understand and yet it is a God-given fact that
Christ died on the cross that the sin of the world might
be taken away, and that the guilt might be removed
from all who believe on Him.

Go back fora moment to the text and notice the first
word of it, "Behold." We walk up and down the picture
galleries of life and the pictures we pass along the way
become so commonplace that we think little of them.
How often you and | walk back and forth past the
picture of Christ the Saviour, how often we hear
mention of Him as the Saviour without paying any
attention at all or giving thought to what the Saviour
means to us. But Isay to You, stop, behold, BEHOLD
THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKETH AWAY THE SIN
OF THE WORLD. It was meant for you.

Young People, let us march on to victory n Christ,
bearing the burden with Him, and giving our lives a
living sacrifice for Christ and the Church.

(This article first appeared in the Conqueror's Herald, 1949)
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What would happen to your family should tragedy
suddenly strike? Who would care for them? What
monetary provisions would be made? In one re-
cent case, small minor children were ordered by
the court to be raised by unsaved relatives! How
can you avoid this?

Where there's a Will, there's a way!

You've worked hard all your life. How can you
control what will happen to your estate?

Where there's a Will, there's a way!

For many years you've been a faithful supporter
of the Church's Ministries/Outreaches. How can
you continue that support even after death?

Where there's a Will, there's a way!

Send todayfor more information on preparing a
"Christian Will."”

To:

Stewardship Department

United Pentecostal Church International
8855 Dunn Road

Hazelwood, MO 630.\2

Please send me free information on making a
Christian wilL
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DECEPTION C((‘V =
Old Satan’s walking to and fro

Throughout the earth today. L ?C}f/&
He has a purpose in his mind, *

To see who he can sway.

He's cunning in his fine attire,

Looks just like you and me;

And while he does a crafty work,

He blinds eyes so they can’t see.

The things that used to look so wrong,
Somehow they now look right.

It’s strange how things can turn about
By Satan’s power and might.

A multitude of precious souls
That one time stood foursquare
Have fallen in his awful trap . . .
But still are unaware.

He paints a lovely picture

For the clouded eyes to see,
And makes his victims think
That he just suits them to a T.

He leads on down a rocky road,
But makes them think it’s rosy.
And while he sees his plan at work,
He nestles up so cozy.

If we are playing in his fire,

We surely will be burned.

Don’t think he’ll ever let you go;
Small chance for a return.

Deception is an awful doom.
It tightly holds its grip.

It’s like the spider in a web—
The victim now is whipped.

—Gracie B. Allen
ESCAPE FROM DECEPTION

Satan hides his presence

And speaks evil to your mind.
Many promises he has bargained,
But disappointment you will find.

The more he makes you suffer,
The more it’s his delight.

His ways are so alluring,

But never, never right.

He has some in false religion;

Many bound by worldly styles,

Making them think they look important
Like TV personalities imply.

Anything to make you feel good,
And to turn your mind from Christ,
Deceiving many millions

By his daily wrong advice.

July, 1991

I must hasten now to tell you
That I know a better way.
Jesus Christ is the Master
Over Satan and sin today.

You must make a full surrender
Saying, I give my all to You;

No more grey clouds hovering o’er you.
He will turn your skies to blue.

—Jessie I. Humphrey

NOTHING VENTURED, NOTHING WON

The farmer, when he sows his seed,
Has faith that in the fertile soil,
He'll grow the harvest of his hopes.
And find reward for all his toil.

Perchance 'twill be that parasites,
Or sudden blight, or early frost,
Will threaten what he hopes to gain,
And jeopardize his labor’s cost.

Yet his fixed plan he carries out,
Nor for a moment stays his hand;
And thus he wins his harvest goal,
And has new wealth at his command.

In every quest some hazard lies,
But this should never hopes destroy;
Nor check our purpose, lessen toil,
However much it may annoy.

Resolve, and struggle hard to win;
Undaunted bz at barriers high;
Scale each, or make a bold attempt,
And yours the merit if you try.

Success has many open doors
To faith that dares and lives to do;
And he’s the hero God will crown,
Who fights his every battle through.

—I. P. Patch
THE GOAL OF GOOD DEEDS

What humanity needs is the practice of deeds
That will help some brother today;

For the burdens of life, the stress of its strife,
Often cause one to fall by the way.

Too much of life’s care, of its burdens to bear,
May discourage and cause sad complaint;

And the time for your deed, whatever your creed,
Is when one is sinking and faint.

"Tis the record we make for humanity's sake,
In the end we will find that is best;

And the comforts in grief, in deeds give relief,
Measures up to Samaritan test.

If the hungry you feed and the wanderer lead
To a refuge of shelter and care;

Or to danger’s quick call, you respond, risking all,
You will wealth of true gratitude share.

But if neighbors you cheat, try your fellow to beat,
And make profiteering your game;

In the end you will rue the false things you do,
When caught in the net of your shame.
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M. David Johnson

"Getting Ready
to Leave this World"
is the title of a song
we sang when I was a
teenager. In the light
of world conditions
and fulfilled Bible
prophecy today it's
message strikes the
heart with a new vivid
reality.

We havejust seen
the power of the
UnitedNationsOrga-
nizations to rule the
world when the su-
per powers agreed to work together. President George
Bush stated that Iraq was the first test for the "New
World Order". We have entered a new era in history!
How far are we from a world government with
Anti-Christ at it's head?

The political stage is set for his appearing, the
. communications system needed to number and moni-
tor every human being is in place, economically the
world is ready, and morally the time for judgment
seems long overdue.

Adherents to the "New Age" philosophy say that
their leader is here now, and prepared to take authority
and lead the world to peace when the right moment
comes. Millions of spiritually hungry people of all
ages are being drawn into the "New Age" philosophy
on a global scale. The New Ager rejects the God of the
Bible and makes himself his own God.

Through the Scriptures we know that Anti-Christ
will come, but he will not bring peace. Rather, his
appearance will mark the beginning oftroubles such as
the world has never known. The seven years of
tribulation will end with the battle of Armageddon of

which our Lord Jesus Christ will emerge the victor and
establish His kingdom forever!

When we consider our nation once called "Chris-
tian America" we are shocked. Our religious freedom
is being stripped from us. We are speeding down the
same path as Sodom and Gomorah. The "Gay agenda"
is unbelievably aggressive and militant. Political lead-
ers are afraid to resist them. The homosexual commu-
nity is proposing laws that would give them unbridled
license to force their lifestyle upon all society. One
item in an ordinance presently proposed to the city
of Portland calls for a government-approved
"preaching program" for area churches that would
show the value and acceptability of the homosexual
life-style! It is enough to make every self-respecting
citizen tremble with fear.

Have we heard too many sermons to be stirred
again? Are we too full to be affected by conditions
around us? Will nothing awake the church to the true
fervor of Pentecost? Some are alarmed and crying out.
Some are plunging into the battle with all their heart
and resources while many are not moved at all.

May God give us discerning hearts like Jeremiah
who cried, "Let tears run down like a river day and
night, Give thyselfno rest, let not the apple ofthine eye
cease. Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of
the watches pour out thine heart like water before the

face ofthe Lord: Left up thy hands toward himfor the

life ofthy young children,"

May the Church awake and rise to its fulness! May
our eyes be bathed in tears and our hearts poured out
before God in prayer and fasting until once again God
bares His arm and visits this nation with great revival.

Let us determine at all costs to re-discover the kind
of praying and believing that moves kingdoms! The
times require it! Surely it is now or never, and ifthe
compassion of Calvary can possess our hearts Il

will make. it now!! Tomorrow will be too late!
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IN A TIME WHEN WE CAN OBSERVE THEM FIRSTHAND
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