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Look To Jesus and Be Saved

The only qualification that you need for God to save you is to be a

.+ sinner. “The more sin | have the more cause | have to hope for mercy.”

\.\154/'45&( %

4 The Bible says, “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

That qualifies each of us for salvation. The greater our sins the better
reason for seeking God’s grace and mercy.

“Look sinner,” God says, “Look to Me, and be saved.” That is the means

 of salvation. “Look to Me, and be saved.” God said it. That is the good

news. God does it all that way so that He alone can get all the glory. He

does it so He can demonstrate to proud sinners that He alone is God.

. Grace destroys our arrogant pride. The simple way of salvation is, “Look.”

“Look unto Me and be saved.”

! “A sinner's first step is to believe; Believe Jesus Christ is Lord and died

for you. Be sorry for your sins and recognize your need of the Savior as in

{ Acts 3:19. Be buried with Him by total immersion in water.

Have the saving name of Jesus Christ pronounced over you as in Acts

22:16. Obtain remission of sins in baptism through obedience and faith in

. His name. Determine to turn from sin and give your life completely to

Him.
RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST BAPTISM EVIDENCED BY TONGUES Meet the

/ conditions of repentance, faith, and obedience. Believe God has promised

it and that you can receive it as in Acts 2:4. Know that tongues is the

| initial evidence of receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost.“Look unto Jesus,

and be saved, all the ends of the earth.” That is an invitation to every

= sinner to come, look to Jesus, and be saved.
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Greetings to the Saints of God!

Fastay Juniay and Prenda Jingle

Greetings to our Brothers and sisters
in Christ
In these unsettling times, a letter of
support and reassurance may well be
received by many of you.

I know we have all experienced a very stressful year, Many are experiencing
weariness at times in their lives, Weariness flourishes when our hearts are
preoccupied by the situation immediately in front us, We have never been in the
situation we now find ourselves. Our world is turned upside down. Fear,and anxiety
concerning how we will be affected, those we love, and our communities,and church
family consume us.

Overwhelmed by all the information coming at us on radio and newspapers, we feel
confused, by the many voices we are hearing .

Yet our faith commends us to do otherwise, to not be consumed by fear, and
anxiety. As followers of Jesus, we put our trust in God who raised Jesus from the
dead and who, in the power of the Holy Ghost sends us to be about God’s mission
of restoration, reconciliation and wholeness in the face of brokenness, alienation,
and illness. There are countless circumstances that can leave us perplexed, afraid
of the future, and feeling powerless to improve our situation.

However, despite how helpless we may feel in these moments, we are never truly
helpless, and it’s never a surprise to God. In fact, it’s in these very moments that we
are driven into a deeper trust in God’s sovereignty, goodness, faithfulness, and
power, and have the opportunity to watch him work in ways that only he can.

Now is the time for us to be the Church that God wants us and needs us to be, the
message of the gospel has a way of putting its finger under the chin of weary
children of God and gently raising their gaze to the sure hope that is on the horizon.
Our journey through life isn't easy, But don’t let your faith waver, just keep trusting
the Lord. God loves you and is mindful of you and will never leave or forsake you no
matter what the situation looks like. the message of the gospel has a way of putting
its finger under the chin of weary children of God and gently raising their gaze to the
sure hope that is on the horizon. Thank you for remaining loyal to the work of God
and for consistently praying and supporting this newspaper

. " ~ Bro. Junior Tingle
We appreciate your confidence,
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To write to America’s Christian Newspaper if you

Phone: want to be on our mailing list.
Service Schedule: 270-584-4248 You can also text us your name and address
Sunday Morning Sunday Evening Tuesday Evening Thursday to 270-339-0873 and we will be glad
Word & Worship Word & Worship Bible Study Evening to send you the next issue.
10:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. YO;lgl:)Service Oh Yes! Don’t forget to send a donation
:30 p.m.

Please remember To pray for this Newspaper!

to keep this great paper alive.
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The Godofa N@w Start

2 JACOB—ONCE A CHEAT, THEN —A NEW START -
JOSEPH— ONCE AEROGANT TFHEN ——————=li i "
MOSES A HIDING MURDERER, THEN u U "
“ JONAH—A REBELLIOUS COWARD, THEN—u " "
DAVID —AN ADULTERER , MURDERER,THEN- " "
¥ PETER—THE WEAK LIAR, CUR‘SE‘R,THEN'—" " "
‘ MATTHEW— SOLD OUT TO MONEY, THEN—u " "
PAUL—A PERSECUTOR OF THE
HELPLESS, THEN——1

WHEN OFTEN TIMES
SOCIETY SAYS
STHUMBS DOWN"-+

YIN WHOM WE HAVE- REDEMPTION
THROUGH HI5 BLOOD, THE FORGIVENESS

OF 5INS, ACCORDING TO THE RICHES
OF HI5 GRACE.” — L LT

WATER BAPTISM

by E. L. Holley
Jesus, our exemplar, set forth the necessity of water
baptism by precedent. Coming to John, He insisted that
the Baptist baptize Him, and the reluctant prophet ac-
quiesced (Matthew 3:13-17). Then, at the close of His
earthly ministry, our Lord commissioned His church,
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost" (Matthew 28:19). Thus, our Savior Himself
initiated water baptism by both precedent and precept.
On this basis, water baptism has always been observed
by true believers. Moreover, water baptism is of such
importance and consequence that it is worthy of careful
consideration. The mode and meaning of baptism, its
purpose, the formula, and whether or not water baptism
is essential to salvation are matters of utmost concern.
The Scriptures depict only one mode of baptism-
immersion.
John sought and selected sites where ample water was
available for baptizing (John 3:23; Matthew 3:13). Jesus
came up out of the water after He was baptized (Mat-
thew 3:16). Philip and the eunuch "went down both into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized
him" (Acts 8:38). The word baptize, in its Greek form
means
"to dip," and there is no reason to think it means
otherwise. The scriptural mode of baptism is immersion.
What is the meaning of the act of baptism to us?
Paul taught that we who are dead to sin were buried with
Jesus Christ by baptism '"that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life"

(Romans 6:1-5). As He died, was buried, and arose,
so we followed in His steps. We died out to this world
(repented), were buried with Him by water baptism,
and in the likeness of His resurrection, we arose to
walk in a new life!

Peter amplified the beauty of baptism by relating
how that "once the long suffering of God waited in
the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.
The like figure where unto even bap-
tism doth also now save us ... by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ" (I Peter 3:10-21). The "like figure"
refers to the similarity between the salvation of
Noah "by water" and water baptism which "doth
also now save us."

Noah's old life-the world and all that was in it-was
destroyed by water, but, when the ark rested on
Mount Ararat, a new life began! We were "baptized
into his death" when we "were baptized into Jesus
Christ" (Romans 6:3). He died and we laid down
our old life in repentance, being baptized into His
death. But we were also made par- takers of the
resurrection! The world, with all of its snares and
entanglements, is under the curse of death and we
are made aware of it. We are in the world, but not of
the world. When we went down into the bap-
tismal water, the world system that is contrary to
God went with us. We came forth washed in the
blood of the Lamb; but the world and all
that is in it was overflowed with the water. There is
the "figure" and it
is beautiful!

What does baptism do? What is its purpose?

When a convicted sinner turns to God in faith and
repentance, he is pointed to God's answer to man's
sins. Through the death, burial, and resurrection of
our Lord Jesus, every person has access to God.
This is accomplished by complying with Peter's
Pentecostal message: '"Repent, and be baptized
everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost that is Gods answer to man's sins!

The purpose of baptism is clearly stated. It is "for (in
order to obtain) the remission of sins:' Jesus said
that His blood was "shed for many for the remission
of sins" (Matthew 26:28). Clearly, He shed His
blood in order to obtain remission of sins for many.
Anyone who suggests that we are baptized "be-
cause' we already have remission of sins would, in
order to be consisent, be forced to say Jesus shed His
blood "because' we already have remission of sins!
Peter preached '"that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins"
(Acts 10:43). This statement in- troduces us to the
correct formula for water baptism. It tells us who
receives remission of sins and the means by which
the remission of sins is received,that is through the

name of Jesus. Clearly, the correct formula for
water baptism is one that uses the name of Jesus.
Every recorded baptism supports this truth. (See
Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5.)

Those who fail to see the tremendous marvel of
water baptism often attempt to dismiss the subject
as irrelevant-as nonessential. The thinking person is
not so inclined, however. He understands that the
essentially of water baptism emerges again and
again in Scripture.

For the honest-hearted the question is easily settled.
The cogent words of the Lord of glory are ade-
quate for such a person. He speaks,
and the matter is forever settled!

Let us hear Him as He says, "Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not  shall be damned" (Mark
16:15-16). In those pointed words, He set forth the
order of events: faith, baptism, salvation. He did
not say, ""He that believeth shall be saved, and he
should be baptized." Instead, salva-  tion is
contingent upon our believ- ing and being baptized.
Clearly, baptism is essential to salvation!

Essential as water baptism is, by itself it is
insufficient. It must be an act of faith, and that is
why Jesus said, '""He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved." Without faith, it is impossible to
please God (Hebrews 11:6).

Water baptism without faith is not efficacious. And,
of course, saving faith is a belief which is founded
upon the Word of God.

Water baptism is indeed worthy of careful-
prayerful-consideration to both believers and to
those who have not heard. It is a subject that we
must share with the world!

INVITATION THAT EXC EEDS ALL OTHERS
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The Oneness of God &, rrank s, Ewart

GOD is the final, certain, solitary ONE: "Hear, 0 Israel, the
Lord our God is one Lord." The Apostolic faith for which we are ex-horted to earnestly
contend, was based on this essential truth. The Apostle James quotes this great
commandment as the fundamental of all faith that is proved by
works. "You believe that GOD IS ONE, and you are quite right: evil spirits also believe
this, and shudder." (See James 2:19. Wey.) Any theory that violates that, violates the
basis of all  truth about the Deity. Deny that and you
attack truth in its essential es- sence; you assault the truth at its basic foundation. The
Psalmist

saw this great truth in the Spirit, when he cried out: "If the founda-tion be removed, what
will the righteous do?" Jesus said: "I am the truth." He also said, "'l and my Father are
ONE." The startling and inevitable conclusion to be drawn from these two statements is
absolutely inescapable: Jesus was the Visible of the Invisible God.

" betoGOD_
g ] e A
y  uift!”__2Corinthians 9:15 Y

/5

~Efok sraniat

True science recognizes but one absolute. All mathematical science can be reduced to a common
factor: That factor is ONE. When you say One you have said a million. When you say a million you have said ONE. A million is six cyphers, plus ONE.
Remove the ONE, you have nothing multiplied by six. One is absolute: A million is subordinate. God is the absolute ONE. He has no equal. You cannot
duplicate Him. He cannot be multiplied. There cannot be two other spiritual persons beside HIM: God says, "I am the Lord, and there is none else,
there is no God beside me" (Isaiah 45:5). There cannot be two others like HIM; for God asks, "To whom will ye liken ME, and make ME equal, and
compare Me, that we may be like?" (Isaiah 46:5). The carnal reasoning of men has created two other separate persons, exactly like God, the Father, and
equal in glory and eternity. Yet God declares, "My glory I will not give to another."

This doctrine assumes that there was always three individuals in heaven. They deny that God, Himself, was incarnated, but teach, that the middle one,
left the other two, came to earth and was incarnated through the Virgin birth. Thus the doctrine of the so called Trinity, not only denies God's
declarations about Himself, but does infinite violence to both the name and nature of the Deity, as revealed in and by Jesus Christ, the Son. There is
nothing more absolute than the Oneness of the Godhead. Nature-the handmaiden of the Bible, announces her creator everywhere: "For the invisible
things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead." Nature
has made a tree in God's image.

We have three distinct constituents in a tree: the wood, the sap and the bark-but one tree. No wonder the poet says, Poems are made by fools like me.
But only God can make a tree. Light is composed of three distinct elements or parts: the antenic, the calorific and the luminiferous. Take any of these
elements away and you have no light. The One True God is Father, Logos and Spirit. The three are in the one.
"For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word and the Spirit, and these three are one." Man, himself, is the most absolute unit
we know: body, soul and spirit, but one man. Yet the Bible emphatically declares that God made man in His own image. Now, every clear thinker will
admit, that when this one true God took on a flesh body, He took on limitations. Jesus was the Creator confining Himself to the limits of a creature.
There is a clear distinction between the perfect humanity and the Deity of Jesus,
but the distinction is that of a human body indwelt by God. Jesus recognized the distinction of Father and Son. He called himself the Son of God, but
emphatically claimed that the Father was dwelling in Him. God had the image of a perfect SON before Him in the beginning; and Paul declares that
""those whom he foreknew he predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son." The Son of God was the Logos incarnated, but the Logos in God
answers to the soul in a man.

It is that part which may be called God's expression. Jesus was God's expression, in the terms of a perfect human life; for God, who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake unto the fathers by the prophets hath in these last days spoken unto us in His Son."

Now, let us go back through the Scriptures and take a brief review of the main landmarks as we are swept irresistibly towards the great beginning and
conclusion of all truth-that God is ONE: We need to watch two important scriptures. They are pivotal, and indeed fundamental to a correct
understanding of this--the greatest truth of Divine revelation. I Timothy 3:16, reads: "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God
was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory." This
startling passage if taken at its face value as it appears in the Authorized version of the Scriptures, would mean an end to all controversy. And surely this
would be a consummation devoutly to be desired. It would practically do away with sectarianism. Personally, I see no need of controversy about this
great passage. If it does not say that God was manifested in the flesh, then, whom does it say was manifested in flesh? (continued on page 5)
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continued from page 4

The Oneness of God

either an angel or a man or the devil. We are shut
up to this conclusion; because the text declares that
somebody was manifested in the flesh.

Was it an angel? If so, what would be the sense of
saying an angel was seen of another angel and
calling that a mystery. Was it a man? Nonsense!
What mystery is involved in a man  being
manifested in flesh? A man is a spirit clothed in
flesh. Well was it the devil. Let us hope not; for the
text declares that the one who was manifested in
the flesh was also received up into glory. You can
boil this wonderful declaration down in the melting
pot of higher criticism, and you can not make
anything more or less out of it than the grand old
Authorized Version puts into it-that God-
the One True, God-the mighty maker of this
illimitable universe, was manifested in the flesh,
and His name was Jesus--the Lord who saves you.
The other great text is | John
3:16, "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because
He laid down His life for us." John is talking about
Calvary's tragedy here. Every theologian confesses
gladly, that because the life of God, was in the
blood of Jesus Christ, it made an atonement for the
sins of the whole world. When you see this great
truth, Calvary assumes a far grander meaning.
God could not prove His love for us by sending
another to die for us. Jesus declared that he was
not another. He said, "I and My Father are One."
When Calvary was bathed in blood, the universe
shuddered, the sun hid his face, and nature went
into convulsions. God reveals what Calvary meant
to him in the great passage in Zechariah, "Awake,
0 sword against my shepherd, and against the man
who is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts." The one
who died there was God's Fellow, God's Person
and God's dwelling place, and God-the Eternal
Spirit, had to vacate the body in order for the flesh
to die. Such is Calvary's glory! No wonder the poet
wrote, In the cross of Christ' I glory. Towering o'er the
wrecks of time. All the light of sacred story, Gathers
round its head sublime. Al eternity looked forward to it.
Al eternity will ook, back, to it; for it was there the
Eternal God, Himself, provided a Lamb, that taketh
away the sin of the world.

ONE PICKET GOD NEEDS

By C.M. Becton

G
Separated by His Holiness

At last we are accepted. We have taken one

long leap from the "other side of the tracks" to
the drawing rooms of the elite denominations.
No longer do we stand out as the proverbial
"sore  thumb:' We thought it would never
happen to wus; we watched as similar
Pentecostals blended into the background until
they could no longer be distinguished from the
rest. We said, ""We will never do it!""

While this description may be true of many
people in various churches, it does not describe
true Christians. Those who follow God will not
reflect the values of a Christ-less society, nor
will they pattern their lives after the worldly
behavior and dress of sinners. Nobody wants to
be different. Nowadays, it is not the trend to
stand apart from others. Some people condemn
separation by alluding to the parable of the
Good Samaritan. They point out that we should
be the Good Samaritan who went to the place
where the dying man was. They compare
standards to the priest and the Levite who were
so concerned about keeping themselves free
from any possible contamination that they drew
their robes of righteousness around them and
went to the other side of the road to pass the
iniured man.

After all. they tell us,
can become isolation; sanctification can
become escapism; holiness can become
aloofness. And surely God does; not expect
us to be exclusive.

The story of the Good Samaritan is not a good
illustration to prove their point. If they do not
want to be separate, they should not look on
those who do as self-righteous priests and
Levites, afraid of being contaminated. The
story has no connections with biblical separa-
tion. Sure, we love the unsaved, and we will
go anywhere they are to pour in the oil and
wine. And we will gladly walk while they ride
and we will take them to an inn where they
can be nursed to health.

But one thing we will not do is get down in
the ditch and die with them.

Fine feelings, new insights, greater interest in
religion mean nothing unless they make our
actual behavior what it ought to be. One of
the most wonderful  things  about
the gospel is its transforming power. God can
take a sin-diseased and sin-distorted life and
make it again until it emerges from His
hands in the likeness of Jesus Christ-a
miracle!

Let us get down to the business at hand. Just
what is holiness?

Perhaps no word in the Christian vocabulary
has been more misused and misunderstood.
Basically, the word holiness comes from a
root which in both Greek and Hebrew means
"separateness:' In its highest sense it is used
of God Himself. God is holy because He is
"high and lifted up" (Isaiah 6:1-3).

Man was' created for the glory of God. He
was created for the praise of God.

God, who is love, created mankind as a
special being of His care and the recipient of
His love. God wants us to praise Him, adore
Him, magnify Him, fellowship with Him, and
become the object of His great love.

If God does not have fellowship with us in
His holiness and right- eousness, He is
robbed by whatever takes us from Him. This
fellowship with Him is the basis of
separation. God wants the Christian to be
separate from everything that would take
away the purpose of the creation and the
redemption of mankind. (continued Page 6)

separation
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This means that since God made us for Himself and re-
deemed us for Himself, He wants us to be separate from
anything that detracts from His praise, from His glory

and from His fellowship.
"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for
what fellowship  hath  righteousness  with

unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? and what
agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive you'" (Il Corinthians
6:14-17).

God is not just being "picky"; He wants us for Himself.
He wants the purpose for His creating us and redeeming
us to be fulfilled. Therefore, since His purpose would be
hindered by our fellowship with unrighteousness, He
demands that we separate ourselves from all evil.

Holiness is essential. It is the realization of God's purpose
in calling us to have fellowship with a holy God, and this
fellowship is  possible only by those who have
"clean hands and a pure heart," Without separation, a
professing  Christian dishonors God in the eyes
of the world; for the world, strangely enough, expects the
Christian to be different in the way he lives, In fact,
sinners are actually disappointed when they observe that
"Christians" are no different from them.

Recent Gallup polls have uncovered conflicting trends in
society. They reveal that religion is on the upswing, but so
is crime and immorality. Furthermore, Gallup said there
is little difference in ethical  behavior between
churchgoers and  those who do not attend church
services; the levels of lying, cheating, and stealing are
remarkably the same. The polls indicate that there is a
distressing drift toward a  Christianity that does not
demand a life-changing walk with God.

History shows that the church has had its greatest impact
during difficult times. not when Christianity was popular.
When Constantine  became the Roman Emperor in
A.D.313, he made Christianity a legal religion. Christians
welcomed the change. But as Christendom ab-sorbed the
culture around it, genuine Christian conversion was re-
placed by dead forms and empty ritualism!

The stigma of Christianity is gone, but so is its power.
Someone said in a newspaper interview, "Today you can't
say turning to Jesus means you are turning your back on
the world."

In these days of permissiveness and easygoing standards,
we need to remind ourselves that the Chris- tian is called
to purity, modesty, honesty, and that he is to avoid the
appearance of evil. We are living in a global Sodom, and
we need to take great care that its attitudes and standards
do not seep into our souls as they did into the souls of
Lot's family.

There is no idea so positive as that of holiness; it
is the very climax of positiveness. Holiness is
not characterized merely by not doing wrong, but
by a positive direction toward doing right. It is
the character of God in us and reflecting
through us. The biblical view of holiness is
wonderfully positive. Moses declared that God is
""glorious in holiness' (Exodus 15:11).

True holiness is the loving response of the heart
to every re- quest that Christ makes in His Word
or through, the constraints of His Spirit. True
holiness is the many- splendored radiance of the
perfection of Jesus Christ!

Biblical separation is necessary  for the
preservation of New Testament Christianity. We
must not lose our identity. The erosion of once
held convictions can turn our great '"Mount
Zion'" that stands high above all other religions
into a mediocre landscape without any
distinction from the world around us.

There was no way that Balaam could curse the
Israelites. But perhaps the saddest verse of the
whole  story, Numbers  31:16, reveals
the tragedy, of lost separation:
""Behold, these caused the children of Israel.
through the counsel of Balaam, to commit
trespass against the LORD .... "

Israel lost their identity when they followed the
counsel of Balaam to mix with their enemy.
Christians lose their identity when they are
intimidated by those who taunt them with such
words as isolation, exclusive, snobbish, and
accuse them of having a "holier than thou"
attitude.

We are so in love with God that we
want to be more like Him every day.
If others want to brand us with unkind remarks,
we may not be able to stop them. But we can
refuse to cast aside our devotion to God and our
commitment to His holiness in order to please
them.

"Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy:
for I am the LORD your God" ( Leviticus 20:7).

“My little children, let us not
love in word, neither in tongue;
but in deed and in truth.”

190hn 3:18
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C.T. Studd Said

Christ's call is to save the lost,not the stiff-necked;
He came not to call not to call scoffers, but sinners
to repentance; not to build and furnish
comfortable chapels, churches and cathedrals at
home, in which to rock Christian professors to
sleep by means of clever essays, stereo- typed
prayers, and artistic musical performances, but to
capture men from the devil's clutches and the
very jaws of hell. This can be accomplished only
by a red-hot, unconventional, unfettered devotion
in the power of the Holy Spirit to the Lord Jesus
Christ.

When we are in hand-to-hand conflict with the
world, the flesh and the devil himself, neat little
Biblical confectionery is like shooting lions with
a pea shooter; God needs a man who will let go,
and deliver blows right and left as hard as he can
hit in the power of the Holy Ghost
. . . Nothing but forked-lightning Christians will
count ... A LOST REPUTATION IS THE BEST
DEGREE FOR CHRIST'S SERVICE
... I belong to the 'Great-God Party' and will have
nothing to do with the 'Little-God Party' . . .
Christ does not want nibblers of the possible, but
grabbers of the impossible." ,
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Help US...
Carry The Load

NEEDED, MEN OF PRAYER
James 5:16, "Confess your faults
one to another, and
pray one for another, that ye may
be healed. "THE EFFECTUAL
FERVENT PRAYER OF A
RIGHTEOUS MAN  AVAILETH
MUCH." What the church needs
today is not more machinery, not

new organizations, or more methods, but men whom the Holy
Ghost can use, men of prayer, men mighty
in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but
through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men.
The church is seemingly looking for better methods, but
God is looking for better men. As a minister of this great
fellowship, | am lead to believe more every day that PRAYER
makes the preacher. PRAYER makes the pastor.

If you will take notice throughout the word of God, the
men that God used to spread this Apostolic message, and
to lay the foundation, were men that were given to prayer.
These men were distinguished by one feature, they were
men of prayer. Differing in many things yet they have al-
ways had a common center. They may have started from
different points, travelled different roads, but they converged
to one point, they were one in prayer. God to them was
the center of attraction, and prayer was the path that led to
God. (Col. 3:11) but Christ is all, and in all.

I would to God that prayer could be to me as it was to
Paul, a striving with earnest of soul, what is was to Jacob,
a wrestling and prevailing; what it was to the Lord, strong
crying and tears as great drops of blood. The effectual
fervent prayer has been the mightiest weapon of God's sol-
diers. Life giving preaching costs the preacher much.
Death to self, crucifixion of self, the travail of his own soul.
Crucified preaching can only come from crucified men. If
the devil can make a coveteous minister out of us, a lover
of praise, of pleasure, of good eating, he has ruined our
ministry. The Apostolic church was born in a prayer room;
and it is to the prayer room we must go to maintain our
strength. | have often times made the statement, That the
devil is one of the firmest believers in prayer that there
ever was; why? Not because he practices it, but because
he suffers from it. Prayer, in our life, prayer in our study,
power in the pulpit! As the engine is never moved until the
fire is kindled; so, preaching, with all its machinery,
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perfection, and polish, is at a dead standstill till prayer has
created the steam. Prayer weakens the pull of earth, and

intensifies or strengthens the tug of heaven.

In my observation of the book of the Acts of the Apostles,
| find that prayer is mentioned eleven times in the first
ten chapters The four gospels record only 51 days of the
Lord's earthly ministry and in this period of time | would
like for us to notice the way in which our Lord himself start-
ed His day. (Mark 1:35) AND IN THE MORNING RISING UP A GREAT
WHILE BEFORE DAY. HE WENT OUT, AND DEPARTED INTO A
SOLITARY PLACE, AND THERE PRAYED. What a perfect example for
you and | to follow after. God help us as the church, to realize that
without prayer we are helpless, as well as defenseless, what God is
looking for in this Laodicean age is men and women who want a
battle and not a bottle. You see some folk pray and use God
as an errand boy. Their prayers have no sense of direc-
tion, their prayers are aimless, and they wusually get just
what they are aiming at. MUCH PRAYER, MUCH POWER, LITTLE

PRAYER, LITTLE POWER, NO PRAYER, NO POWER.

Bro Larry Fletcher
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Who Is This ?

"Who is this that cometh from Edam, with dyed
garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his
apparel, traveling in the greatness of his strength. |
that speak in righteousness, mighty to save."

Isaiah 63: 1.
By Ace Summers

WHO IS THIS ?

This virtually, has been one of the paramount
questions of all ages. This question attracted the
thoughts of Abraham, invoked a response from
Moses and stirred the deepest emotions and
loftiest praise of David as he sung his immortal
songs in the plains and on the hills of Palestine.
The celebrity in question was to be the entire
theme of the Bible. He said in Luke 24:44-47,
"These ere the words which | spake unto you,
while I was yet with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which was writ- ten in the Law of Moses,
and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me.

Then opened he their understanding, that they
might understand the scriptures, and said unto
them, thus it is written, and thus it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the
third day: And that repentance and re- mission
of sins should be preached in his name among
all nations, be- ginning at Jerusalem:' In Psalms
40: 7 He said, "La, | come: in the volume of the
book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, 0
my God."

WHO IS THIS? This question has turned the
wisdom of the wise men backward. Physicists
have failed to find the answer in matter or
energy. Astrologers, in their as: tronomonical
deductions, have not answered it. Geologists,
who have delved into the Palezoic, Mesozoic and
the Cenozoic periods, have given us no light on
this all important question. Yes, it has rung down
through the corridors of history, dipped itself into
the far-flung and remote ‘corners of the earth and
has confronted statesmen, diplomats, kings and
potentates. Theologians, skeptics, agnostics and
infidels have stood aghast and are unworthy of
their names.

Since these supposed Titans are all leaky vessels
and are unable to answer our question, we must
turn to other sources.

LET US CALL IN A FEW WITNESSES
Isaiah, WHO IS THIS great being that is
the mystery of the ages? Isaiah
answers: "This is the mighty God, the
Everlasting Father and the Prince of
Peace.” Now let us summons the
angelic host that sang on that
memorable day when Jesus was born.
What did they sing? And did not their
singing answer the question, WHO IS
THIS? The answer rung through- out the
world as they sang, "For unto you is
born this day in the city of David, a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” Next,
hear what the forerunner of Jesus said:
"Behold the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sins of the world.” And next,
hear what one 'Of the greatest men of
all said, even Paul the Apostle:
"He is the image of the invisible God,
the blessed and only potentate, the King
of Kings and the
Lord of Lords." Even doubting Thomas
was brought to the stark reality of his
false impressions and had to say, "My
Lord and my God.”" Now, Peter, the
apostle is on the witness stand: As this
man, who was given the keys to the
kingdom, begins to speak, there is great
silence in heaven and earth:
"Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under
heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved." He continues speaking
in positive terms: "Therefore let all the
house of Israel know assuredly, that
God hath made that same Jesus whom
ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ." After hearing what Peter has
said, Paul can hold his peace no longer.
He, must return to give more proof of
the positiveness of  Jesus Christ:
"BEWARE lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition
of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ. For in Him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."
Writing to Timothy, his beloved son in
the Gospel, he further states:

"And without controversy great is
the mystery of godliness: God was
manifested in the flesh, justified in
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory.”
GREAT MEN TESTIFY

Now, that we have heard witnesses
out of the Bible, let us listen to some

of the renowned men out- side the
Bible.

1. Mr. O. DeWette, the great critic of
Germany says: "This only |

know, in Jesus only is there salva-
tion.”

2. Jean Jacques Roussean leaves
this testimony: "If the death of
Socrates be that of a sage, the life
and death of Jesus are those of a
God.”

3. Napoleon, the mighty general,
recognizes God as supreme. Though
thou art a great warrior thou
mighty son of valor, striding through
the world like a colossus, and
lighting the darkness at midnight with
the fires of battle, what is your
answer, WHO IS THIS? Napoleon
says: "l think | understand somewhat
of human nature, and | tell you, all
these (the heroes of antiquity,) were
men, and | am a man, but not one
was like Him.

Jesus Christ was more than man.
Everything in Him amazes me. | see
nothing here of man. Near as | may
approach, closely as | may ex-
amine, all remains above my com-
prehension ... great with a great-
ness that crushes me. It is in vain
that | reflect ... all remains unac-
countable. | defy you to cite another
life like that of Christ.”

4. Jean Paul Richter has this to

say of Christ: "The life of Christ
concerns him, who being the holiest
among the mighty, the mightiest
among the holy, lifted with His
pierced hands empires off their
hinges, (continued page 9)
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and turned the stream of centuries out of
its channel, and still governs the ages."
In the light of the witnesses we have
heard, both from within the Bible and
without, the opponents of Jesus Christ of
today are mere pygmies so contemptible
in mentality, and so questionable in mo-
rality as to be ruled out of every court of
testimony where intellectual ability and
moral worth have weight.

JESUS, THE MIGHTY GOD, TESTIFIES

As the Master appears to John
on that rocky, barren island in the Aegean
Sea known as a place of exile, we hear
him say:

Rev. 1: 8: "I am the first and the last. | am
Alpha and Omega, the be- ginning and
the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and
which was, and which is to come the
Lord Almighty.”

In St. John 14: 8, Philip said to Jesus:
"Lord shew us the father, and it sufficeth
us.” Jesus saith unto him, "Have | been
so long time with you and yet hast thou
not known me, Philip? he that hath seen
me hath seen the father, and how sayest
thou then, shew us the father?” Today
there are many who, like Nicodemus, ask
the question, "How can these things be?"
After Jesus had finished His work on the
earth, He led His followers to the Mount
of Olives. While they beheld Him, He was
taken up and a cloud received Him out of
their sight. For He that descended is the
same also that ascended up far above all
heavens that He might fill all things. And
as he ascended through the heavens, He
lifts up His voice and cries: "Lift up your
heads, Oh ye gates, and be ye lifted up ye
everlasting doors, and. the King of Glory
shall come in." The Hosts of heaven
answers: "WHO IS THIS King of Glory?
The answer came back in thunderous
tones, "The Lord, strong and mighty; the
Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads,
oh ye gates and even lift them up, ,ye
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory
shall come in. And the gates of heaven

were opened to welcome Jesus Christ, the
King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. It
has been over 1900 years since He stepped
through the gates from our view. However,
He has given us a promise that He would
return again.
ARE YOU READY?

May we all see Him in His majesty ‘and glory
and worship Him in Spirit and in Truth. Let
us all sing with the poet: "Hail Him who
saves us by His grace and crown Him Lord
of all.” - end-

TIMELY APPEAL

SSAVE ME, O 40D, FOR

S0UL. T SINK INDEEP
MIRE , WHERE THERE
15 NO STANDING : T AM
COME INTO DEEP
WATERS... HEAR ME,
O LORD... FOR 1 AW\

5D HEARD AND

ANSWERED 2AVID)
~ PIALM E9:L 21677

AGONY FOR SOULS

q—I:IE overheard closet supplication

of Knox was, "Give me Scot- land or | die!”
That of Whitefield was, "Give me souls, or
take my soul!"”

Of Alleine, it is said that "he was infinitely and
insatiably greedy;If the conversion of souls;
and to this end he poured out his very heart
in prayer and preaching.”

John Bunyan said, "In preaching | could not
be satisfied unless some fruits appear in my
work."”

Said Matthew Henry, "I would think it a
greater happiness to gain; one soul to Christ
than mountains of gold and silver to myself ..
If I do not gain souls, | shall enjoy all other
gains with very

little satisfaction and | would rather beg my
bread from door to door than neglect this great
work."”

Doddridge, writing to a friend, remarked "l long
for the conversion of souls more sensibly than
for anything besides. Me thinks. | could not only
labor but die for It with pleasure.”

When the attendants” around the death bed of
David Stoner thought that his spirit had taken
flight, he raised himself up in bed and cried:
"Lord, save sinners! save them by scores, save
them by hundreds, save them by thousands!” His
work on earth was finished. The ruling passion
was strong in death.

Brainerd could say of himself on more than one
occasion: "l cared not where or how | lived, or
what hardships | went through, so that | could
but gain souls to Christ. While | was sleep, |
dreamed of these things, and when | awakened,
the first thing | thought of was this great work; all
my desire was for the conversion of the heathen,
and all my hope was in God."

On the coldest winter nights John Welsh was
often found weeping on the ground, and wrestling
with the Lord because of his people. He said to
his wife, when she pressed him for an
explanation of his distress, "I have the souls of
three thousand to answer for, and
I know not how it is with many of them."”

Ralph Waller wrote n his diary as follows: "My
greatest desire and constant prayer is for God to
con- vert sinners, and revive the people. Oh, for
souls! the salvation of souls!" Again: "I need a
more affecting apprehension of the value of souls
a more tender regard for the honor of God, and a
more intense sympathy for perishing sinners.
Oh, could | always live for eternity, preach for
eternity, pray for eternity, and speak for eternity."
Two davs before his death he called his faithful
wife to his side, and said, "At Liverpool and
Boston | appropriated one hour each day to pray
for souls, and | frequently spent that time
prostrate on my study floor. In -addition. to this,
at Boston, | held something like vigils, arising to
pray each night at twelve o'clock. | do not say it
to boast, but it appears plain to me that the secret
of success in conversion of souls is prayer.

It is said of W~. McDermott that "he used to
spend whole nights in prayer with John Smith
before those memorable seasons of revival in
which multitudes of sinners were won to Christ.
In an agony of prayer with broken hear~ and
weeping eyes and the. pleading of faith, they
prayed until they knew that they had taken hold
of the strength of God."
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Are You a Well-
Balanced Christian?

WE PENTECOSTAL PEOPLE are known for

our vehement desire to let the Holy Ghost have
complete control of our lives. From the outset,
| would like to make it crystal clear that when
all humanity stands before the eternal God,
the ONE thing that will make the difference
where the individual spends eternity, will be
this ONE fact: Did they or did they not have
the Holy Ghost? Of course, we are dealing
primarily with those of the "Golden Candle-
stick Age” or as is commonly called

"THE GRACE ERA" which extends for
approximately 2000 years from Pentecost to
the rapture of the church. When the Bible
speaks. in such clear positiveness as to the
disposition of those who have never received
the Holy Ghost, it unmistakably clarifies our
position as  Spirit-Filled Saints. The Bible
states in one place (without any trace of
compromise in other pas- sages) that "without
the Spirit of Christ, we are none of His." This
scripture, alone, strengthens our hands to
preach the necessity of being Spirit-filled. My
whole being is enraptured with the thought of
His being able to abide in temples of clay. And
only as Christ remains IN us have we hope of
the glory that is to come. We believe that to
be Spirit-filled is the secret of holy living in
these Godless and Christ-less days.

But have we forgotten the next most important
factor in our Christian make-up? Many and
varied arguments can be mustered to our
defense, when preaching the necessity of the
Holy Ghost which is the one thing that should
make us spiritual people, but it is utterly
impossible to be spiritual if we forget the
practical side of our Christian make-up. | am
very much afraid that the devil is using this
forgetfulness to his own advantage and is
causing many to be led to spiritual death.

We must never forget that in
spite of the fact that God has so wonderfully
filled us with the Holy Ghost, we are still men.
Often times we get carried away with ecstasy
and with the effulgence of God's glory only to

God’s Evaluation

f We remember the spiritual stan-
dard, but we have forgotten the
moral standard. We have forgotten
what part we are to play in this
spiritual battle. When | read the
following scrip- tures, | become
aware of the great part that I, as a
man, play in the success of my

salvation.

1. "Cleanse your hands, ye sin-
ners.”

2. "Come out from among them,
and be ye separate.”

3. "Let us cleanse OURSELVES
from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit."

4. “I will wash my hands in in-
nocency.”

5. "Awake to righteousness and
sin not.”

In all these scriptures, the moral
obligation is upon us. Principle is
involved.

Being Christ's ambassadors, we are

responsible for our conductand
find out that after we have had the feeling of pow we live before God and men.

angels, the power lifts and we are but men again.

This only teaches us what we have always known: IS THE
We are still free moral agents in spite of the Holy NECESSARY?
Ghost. We are only awak-ened to the fact of a truth

that so many of us are forgetting, that is, the Holy |n aj trials, temptations and pit-
Ghost will only keep us as long as we let it keep fajis, js it possible that | can sur-
us. The Holy Ghost is not a blockade that will keep us from yjve without the Holy Ghost? Can |
sinning if we have the desire to sin. We can do as we choose, operate successfully on the moral
but when we let the Holy Ghost make our decisions in all standard alone? When we see peo-
matters, we will always be led in the path of the just. ple in the world that sometimes act
Why do saints get angry? Why  are there petter than some in the church,
contentions and babblings among us? Why the goes this mean that God's Spirit is
hate, the jealousy, the spiritual pride? Why the ynnecessary in our lives?

backbiting, the seeking for prominence, the May | say that there is nothing that

gloating over a little success? Why the jg a5 important as the Holy Ghost. It
competition, the honoring of the big, the js the very life of God.

abhorrence of the small? Why the bribes, the |t js the only identification mark
welcoming of the rich, the despising of the poor? that we can have that makes us a
Why? Friends, if we are guilty of one or all, we did chijid of God. It will take the Spirit of
so in spite of the Holy Ghost. Is the Holy Ghostto God to place us in the bride of
blame? Why didn’t the Holy Ghost stop us? No cprist. It is only by the Spirit of God
the Holy Ghost is not to blame: we well remember that we can be led in this dark
the power of the SPIRIT, but we have forgotten to worid, "As many as are led
do our part or to manifest that practical side of (not driven) by the Spirit of God are

our Christianity the sons of God." It is only by (cont

HOLY GHOST
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Are You a Well-
Balanced Christian?

the Spirit of God that we can know
what is the mind of Christ. To real-
ly know Christ is to be like Him, and
we cannot be like Him unless we
are Christ-like, and we cannot be
Christ-like, until we have His life
coursing through our mortal
bodies. "As we have borne the
image of the earthly, we shall also
bear the image of the heavenly."
However, aside from the Holy
Ghost, | notice these several things
that make an impression on me,
and makes me to realize the necess-
ity for me to have my flesh under
subjection to the Spirit, and at the
same time make certain this fact:
"That God only works through me
as long as | remain an unclogged
medium through which Christ can
be conveyed to the world.” The
following proves to me that God
and man must work together for the
salvation, security and ultimate
success of man:

1. God opened the Red Sea, but
it was Moses that stretched out the
staff.

2. God caused Israel to drink
from the rock, but it was Moses that
smote the rock.

3. God called Enoch home, but
it was Enoch that did the walk- ing
and the pleasing.

4. God put out the desire in
Joseph's heart to commit sin with
Potiphar's wife, but it was Joseph
that did the run- ning.

5. It was God that wrecked the
ship, but it was Paul who told the
men to abide in the ship in order to
be saved.

6. It was the plan of God for
Jacob to be separated from Esau
and his house, but it was Jacob that
had to come back and kiss and
make up.
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7.We know it's wrong to have youthful lusts,
but we are instructed to "flee away from
them.™

In the face of these evident facts, . it can be
plainly seen that we must "Present our
bodies to God as a living sacrifice" in order
to prove our acceptability before God. It IS
not enough to be Spirit filled, it is vitally
necessary to offer God our bodies that He
may prove to the world His worth to
humanity in the practical way.

These are days when dietitians instruct us
to -have a well-balanced diet for the purpose
of good health. We must be equally as
careful and cautious in the balancing of our
spiritual diet. If we. seem to be spiritual with
no practical aspect in our our religion, our
religion IS vain If we are so taken up with the
practical side of religion and with the menial
tasks of the church, we also are worshiping
in vain.

It would be well to adopt a spiritual
barometer in our lives to see
if we are well balanced in our spirituality. If
we can obey the following we can almost be
assured a future and happy Christian life that
God will be pleased to use for the promotion
of His great and endless work.

In order for me to be a well balanced
Christian, | must be one,

1. Who can work for God, and
care little who gets the credit in this earth. |
know that the rewards will be given in heav-
en, and what | miss here will be given to me
over there.

2. Who has a great desire to be in God's
house and will do my share to contribute to
every necessity, both in a spiri~ual and
practical way. By this | mean that | will not be
one of those 'supposed Christians that
spends half of his time in a whirlpool and the
other half in the glory clouds, so as to be
blinded to the practical needs of the church.
My money will be as consecrated to God as
my life.

3. Who can preach the Gospel, but not
for filthy lucre. | am aware of the fact that the
laborer is worthy of his hire, . but | will never
measure my worth in dollars and cents. I will,
in my preaching, win souls for eternity and as
Paul said, so I believe, that the seal of our

ministry are they in the Lord

Who will be as holy as my speech and
as consecrated as 'people suppose me to be. |
will honor humility, for the sake of peace,
rather than to have my way in matters that no
matter the outcome, it will not effect me either
way.
6. Who will not infer that God has favorites
because my brethren have more than my- self.
I will rather infer that God has given me what is
due me. What my brother has, works no ill
towards me. | am come to realize that while |
may want what belongs to an- other, someone
is at that moment wanting that which be-
longs to me. Therefore, |1 will be content with
such things as | have.
7. Who will forgive and forget. One who
will be slapped on both cheeks and still not re-
taliate. In so doing | shall be the greater victor,
for | have kept Christ's command.
May God, in these perilous days, keep us in the
middle of the road and may our lives give to
God the opportunities that He desires ... an
avenue through which He can be beautifully
portrayed to a lost and dying humanity. (end)

Profit And Loss

I COUNTED dollars while God
counted crosses;

I counted gains while He counted
losses.

I counted my worth by the things

gained in store,
But He sized me up by the scars
that I bore.
I coveted honors and sought for
degrees;
He wept as He counted the hours
on my knees.
I never knew till one day by a
grave
How vain are the things that we
spend life to save. ..

I did not yet know until Jim went

above
That richest is he who is rich in God's

Love!
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WHAT
ABOUT
NOW?

TUCKED AWAY in the tragic record of Jesus'
arrest in Gethsemane and of His consequent
arraignment before the Jewish court, is a verse
that teaches a valuable lesson. It reads, "Now
Peter sat without in the palace .... " These
words form the preface to Peter's denial of
Jesus. In its entirety, the gloomy account
presents Peter at his wretched worst,
committing the sin that hurled him from the
pinnacle of self-confidence into the abyss of
near despair.

To learn the vital lesson 'in the foregoing verse,
marked emphasis must be placed on the word
now. This word denotes the present, and
seems to imply that Peter's conduct at that time
stood in sharp contrast to his deeds of the
past.

In happier times, before this day when Peter's
life was blighted by pathetic failure, he had
been a man of remarkable achievements--a
man worthy of honor. To begin with, he was
deeply sincere. This is seen in his forsaking
his means of livelihood to follow Jesus, simply
because he had been commanded to do so. As
a disciple, Peter had been highly respected by
his Lord. He had been chosen as one of the
"big three."” In addition to this, he had been a
man of outstanding faith. Through faith, he had
walked on the surging waves of storm-tossed
Galilee, a feat of faith never duplicated by any
mere mortal. True, he had begun to sink, but
do not lose sight of the fact that he had walked
on the water before this occurred, and had no
doubt walked on the water again, as he and
Jesus had returned to the boat. Finally, Peter
had been a man richly blessed. To him Jesus
had given the revelation of His deity.

The profile of Peter in the above paragraph is
presented for one reason-to show the
possibility of one's falling after he has risen to
the heights. Now ... NOW .. NOW-Peter sat
without, and denied his Lord.

Can you imagine Peter in a testimony service

thirty minutes after his denial? Perhaps he
would not have spoken at all. This we know:
edifying, his
testimony would necessarily have been
prefaced with some such remark as this: "I

to have said anything

remember the time ....

ALLTHE DAYS AHEAD _

" He would have been forced to speak of
past victories, or none at all, for he was
NOW living a life of defeat.

This brings into focus an undeniable fact:
Past victories and achievements are of
no personal value in the time of present
failure and defeat. And he who does not
NOW have victory, condemns himself
when he speaks of' the past. The
question naturally arises, "If then, why
not NOW?"

Certainly there are few Christians who
would say, in response to a question
asked by the adversary, "l do not know
Jesus." But there are other ways of
denying Him. Paul said of certain
supposed-to-be Christians: "They
profess that they know God; but in works
they deny him .... " This same apostle also
wrote that in the last days there would be
some "Having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof."

It is possible for one who has received
the Holy Ghost to lose his spirituality,
and fall into the habit of performing
religious duties in a cold, listless
manner. He has a form of godliness,
but he is denying God the right to work
in and through him by His Spirit.

There are certain vital questions that
you should ask yourself. What about
your spiritual experience? When you
speak of the blessings of God, must it
always be of something that happened
in the long distant past? Do you have
victory NOW? How long has it been
since you felt the thrill of God's love
burning in your heart? When God
blesses others in a church service, are
you blessed?

What about your experience with God

NOW’) Arthur L. Clanton

New Beginnings

Every day is a fresh new start,
A chance for a new beginning-
To live better than the day before,
A day to keep from sinning.
This day can be a day to spread
God's love and peace around,
To thank Him for a lovely world
Where Nature's gifts abound.
Each day a new experience,
A time to thank and pray
And to feast upon His mercies
As we make it our Best Day.

Helen Gleason 2003

*You cannot escape the
responsibility of
tomorrow by evading it
today" Asatham cincol
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Examine Yourselves

"Examine yourselves, as to whether you are in the faith. Prove yourselves. Do you not

know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? - unless indeed you are disqualified?” (2
Corinthians 13:5)

. Are you pure in heart?

. When you find sin in your life, do you repent or do you keep on doing it willfully?
. Do you harbor hatred in your heart for someone?

. Are you a gossip?

. Are you a peacemaker?

. Are you helping to build up the church?

. Are you covetous?

. . Do others enjoy being around you because you encourage them spiritually or are
Tm tﬁe (WOT&[ you a discouragement?

9. Are you a positive influence for the Lord at work, at school or in your family?

A small boy who loved to do things with his father was 0. Doyouliet =~ =~
11. Do you have a forgiving spirit toward others?

rS

[

OO ~J O\ W B B e

anxious that day for his dad to get home from work. 12. Would people describe you as kind and considerate?
However, that day had been toll-taking on the father, 13. Do you use bad language?
d what he looked forward to was rest and quiet. yet 12 oo, e 50v {EMIDER Ot
and wna ; : ) q 4 15. Are the movies you watch acceptable to God? Would you feel comfortable
the boy tugged at his father's leg time after time being there if the Lord were to retura?
with another idea of something they could do together. o Efcﬁ‘;‘:;‘:p‘;"t‘fﬁsgfd;gﬁ?parmm
Finally, in total frustration, the father tore from a 18. Do you consider your children’s point of view in making decisions?
magazine a page with a world map, tore it into 100 19. Do you study your Bible daily?
. , . - y 20. Are you a regular pray-er?
pieces, handed it to his son and said, "Here, go fix the 21. Do you put in a full day’s work for a full day’s pay?
world.” "Ah, peace at last,” he thought. But in a few ?’% gfyou treat others j;s'yflu wm]lald {Lkedt’obetrcated?
. P &, € you gIving sacriicia. ytot € Lora!
minutes here stood the b oy wi th the p ag_ e all tap et.j back 24. Husbands, are you loving your wife as Christ loves the church?
together. "That's incredible, son. How did you do it?" 25, Parents, can your children talk to you about their lives or are you the last people they
" " . would ever talk to?
It was easy, Dad,"” said fhe bo_y is he turned the page 3. Bostes. 18 you'treating o sniployess fanist
over, showing the back side of it. "You see, on the other 27. Is there a special kind of immorality that you really struggle with?
side of the picture of the world was a picture of a man 28. Isita joy for the elders to watch over your soul or is it a burden for them?
, ’ 29. Are you doing what you can to help others who are in need?
and when | got the man straightened out, the world was 30. Are you growing spiritually? Or falling backwards?
ok.” 31. Men - are you trying to qualify as an elder or a deacon?
i . 32. Older ladies - are you helping younger women to grow in Christ?
Note: Gf)d once looked d.own on o:_Jr world and saw it 1, T yomabways by thelaws of e land?
broken into a thousand pieces by sin. So, He came and M. Arcyouselfish? o N .
gave His life, to fix it for all who would accept His gift 35. How long has it been since you invited a non-Christian to services?
of salvation. Helen Perkins _ ~Roger Hillis

S ——— |
"Every man must live with the man he makes of himself "

" The best way to live in the world is to live above it"


Gail
Line
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Think On TheseThings ;... 7o,

Recipe for a Happy Year

IWILL:
LIKE PAUL- forget those things which are be-
hind and press forward. ,
LIKE DAVID- lift up mine eyes unto the hills ,
from whence cometh my help.
LIKE ABRAHAM- trust implicitly in my God. ,
LIKE ENOCH- walk in daily fellowship with my ,
Heavenly Father.
LIKE JEHOSAPHAT- prepare my heart to seek
the Lord.
LIKE MOSES- choose rather to suffer than to ,
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. ,
LIKE DANIEL- commune with God at all times
and in all places. ,
LIKE JOB-be patient under all circumstances. ,
LIKE CALEB & JOSHUA- refuse to be discour-
aged because of superior numbers. ,
LIKE JOSEPH- turn my back on all seductive
advances.
LIKE GIDEON- advance, even though my
friends are few.
LIKE AARON & HUR -uphold the hands of my
minister and the leaders of the church with my
prayers and support. ,
LIKE ANDREW -strive to lead my brother to ,
Christ.
LIKE STEPHEN -manifest a forgiving spirit
to-ward all who seek my hurt.
LIKE JESUS- go about doing good.
Realizing that I cannot hope to achieve these
objectives by my own strength, I will rely upon
Christ, for "I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me." Philippians 4:13

Perfect Timing
"God's help is always sure
His methods seldom guessed;
Delay will make our pleasure pure,
Surprise will give it zest.
His wisdom is sublime,
His heart profoundly kind;
God never is before His time,
And never is behind."

In the Center of God's

Heart
By Marjory Windsor

The Lord taketh pleasure in them
that fear Him, in those that hope
in His mercy.

Psalm 147:11
The Lord delighteth in thee
Isaiah 62:4
It is easy to be discouraged When
looking at your life, Perhaps
feeling that you have failed, Or
weary with daily strife.

But think about this fact-
And it is really true-

That the great God almighty
Finds His pleasure in you!
He chose you before creation, In
His image you were made:
Perhaps feeling that you have
failed, Or weary with daily strife.
But think about this fact-
And it is really true-

That the great God almighty
Finds His pleasure in you!
He chose you before creation, In
His image you were made:
You are precious in His sight, But
even more than this-

In you He finds delight!
Heaven's glory and all creation,
And yet with joy does He regard

God Is On My Side

Trials come and bring much stress.
They rise up on the tide.

But I've an anchor sustaining me
For God is on my side!

In the midst of troubles

The waters roar deep and wide.
But what have I to fear?

For God is on my side!

His my Lord. In Him I trust,

In Him I will abide.

I'll live this life in victory

For God is on my side!

By Joan Clayton

Dream not to much of
what you'll do tomorrow,

How well you'll work another year;
tomorrow's chance you do not need
to borrow-

Today is here.

Boast not too much of mountains
you will master
The while you linger in the vale below,
To dream is well, but plodding brings
us faster
To where we go.

Talk not too much about some new
endeavor
You mean to make a little later on.
Who idles now will idle on forever
Till life is gone.

Swear not some day to
break some habit's getter,

When this old year is dead and passed
away;

If you have need of living, wiser, better
Begin today!

-Anon

Yet Will I Trust Him

God has never shielded His own from the
fury's blast He has ever sent them out into it
and asked, "Will you go out there and let the
enemy: do his worst and prove that Heaven
has power to see you through?" The battle
that tries the soul and the storm that proves
the set of the sail are never that which we
understand perfectly. There, is no such thing
as an ideal battle. Conflicts do not come in
ways for which. we had planned and
prepared. When you volunteer to go with
God, you volunteer to go to the depths-where
understanding fails, reason quivers, the spirit
shudders, and the heart cries with pain until,
like Job, you say, "Though He slay me, yet
will I trust Him" (Job 13:15).

And out of that abyss of trial will arise a
purer heart, which has its affections set more
firmly on heaven and whose treasures have
been rein- vested in the unfailing bank of
God's love. There they are kept until this
short life of testing is over and we gather on
the other side of the vale to revel in the fun
fruition of the accumulated interest of eternal
treasure that fadeth not away'.
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Western Rentucky
Dl Ghost and Five Campmegljpy

“TRULY A GREAT FAMILY CAMP”

Western Kentucky Apostolic Youth CONFERENCE

JULY 13" thru 16'2021
Elder Evans 4 Nights and 3 Days  Elder Michael

LOCATED AT THE FAIR GROUNDS ON ARCH ST Hearn
Madisonville, Kentucky

America's Christian
Newspaper
(USPS #15124 Nov-
Dec 2019 is published
Bi-monthly by The
Christian  Tabernacle
Church, ® O Box 747
Madisonville, KY
42431. Postage Paid
Madisonville, KY
42431
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POSTMASTER; -
Please send addres.
changes to ®.0. Bo
747, Madisonville. KY o
42431 Pastor Junior Tingle Welcomes AllL

We Are Looking for Many More New Young People This Year

Make Plans to Attend.
Great Free Meals served after each Service

EveryoneIs Invited
*SPECIAL SPEAKERS*

Elder Michael Hearn......... 1:00 p.m.
Elder Russell Frazier......... 7:30 p.m.

Special Singing and Choir
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By O. F. Fauss 

One writer asks, "What do you think about men's 
wearing rings or jewelry?" 

Another, concerned about her small girls, writes: "I 
have two girls, ten and fifteen years of age. I have 
been teaching them (as I was taught) that in the light 
of godliness, and what the Bible said concerning 
proper apparel (especially in Deuteronomy 22:5), it 
was wrong for Pentecostal women and girls to wear 
slacks, jeans, and peddle-pushers; and also to wear 
short, tight skirts and dresses. It seems that some wear 
all these things, and do not think it wrong. Can you 
please help me?" 

Let us remember that, from the most reliable records, 
the Holy Ghost outpouring at the turn of the century, in 
which people spoke with tongues according to Acts 2:4, 
was proclaimed to be the Latter Rain, of which the 
prophets had spoken (Hosea 6:3; Joel 2:23; Zechariah 
10:1). 

This experience came upon a band of "holiness" 
people who had been seeking for the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, as God had revealed it to them. Most of 
them believed in sanctification as a second definite 
work of grace, or that one should be "wholly 
sanctified." The questions of eating certain meats, of 
habits, and of dress were debated and discussed, and 
became the issues of that time. The final result was a 
standard of holiness, of habits, and of modesty in 
behavior and dress. 

 

During the first camp meeting ever held in the state 
of Louisiana by any Pentecostal people (July, 1915), the 
manner of dress was a great issue. Some contended 
that none should wear a necktie, or a gold collar button 
to hold the collar on his shirt. 

The secret of true holiness lies in one's heart and 
soul. When hearts are right and clean, little effort is 
needed to get people to obey the Scriptures, such as 
those concerning long hair and modest apparel for 
women. Peter said that women's adorning should not 
be " ... the putting on of apparel; but let it be the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit." 

Spending so much time "picking off" pins, buttons, 
bows of ribbon, flowers, etc., from people's clothing, 
while ignoring the weightier matters of a clean heart 
and a passion for souls, will, I fear, place us in the 
same class with the blind Pharisees whom Jesus 
rebuked for not "seeing" the inside of their own hearts. 

As to what I think about men's wearing rings and 
jewelry, something inside me rejects all such, even as 
it did more than a half century ago. Buttons on my 
shirt, a pin or clasp to hold my tie in place, a watch to 
keep me on time, a neatly-fitting suit, and shoes 
cleaned and shined-these are sufficient. 

In answer to the mother's inquiry: Don't let the 
fashions and fads of this world swallow up your 
children. Modern styles are bordering upon those of 
Sodom. It is still possible for our women and girls to 
dress "as women professing godliness." It does not 
take the wearing of men's clothes by women to be an 
abomination in God's sight. Many of today's fashions 
for women alone are an abomination to Him, and are 
designed to inflame the lust of the opposite sex. 

In the past, some who held themselves up as models 
of true holiness fell because of a bitter, jealous, hateful 
spirit. One with a "holier than thou" attitude will not 
survive, neither one with a boastful, self-righteous 
spirit. Remember the words of godly Hannah: "Talk no 
more exceeding proudly; let not arrogance come out of 
your mouth: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by 
him actions are weighed (1 Samuel 2:3). 
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NEEDED, MEN OF PRAYER 
BY LARRY FLETCHER 

James 5:16, "Confess your faults one to another, and 
pray one for another, that ye may be healed. "THE EFFEC- 
TUAL FERVENT PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN AVAIL- 
ETH MUCH." What the church needs today is not more 
machinery, not new organizations, or more methods, but men 
whom the Holy Ghost can use, men of prayer, men mighty 
in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but 
through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men. 
The church is seemingly looking for better methods, but 
God is looking for better men. As a minister of this great 
fellowship, I am lead to believe more every day that PRAYER 
makes the preacher . PRAYER makes the pastor. 

If you will take notice throughout the word of God, the 
men that God used to spread this Apostolic message, and 
to lay the foundation, were men that were given to prayer. 
These men were distinguished by one feature, they were 
men of prayer. Differing in many things yet they have al- 
ways had a common center. They may have started from 
different points, travelled different roads, but they converged 
to one point, they were one in prayer. God to them was 
the center of attraction, and prayer was the path that led to 
God. (Col. 3:11) but Christ is all, and in all. 

I would to God that prayer could be to me as it was to 
Paul, a striving with earnest of soul, what is was to Jacob, 
a wrestling and prevailing; what it was to the Lord, strong 
crying and tears as great drops of blood. The effectual 
fervent prayer has been the mightiest weapon of God's sol- 
diers. Life giving preaching costs the preacher much. 
Death to self, crucifixion of self, the travail of his own soul. 
Crucified preaching can only come from crucified men. If 
the devil can make a coveteous minister out of us, a lover 
of praise, of pleasure, of good eating, he has ruined our 
ministry. The Apostolic church was born in a prayer room; 
and it is to the prayer room we must go to maintain our 
strength. I have often times made the statement, That the 
devil is one of the firmest believers in prayer that there 
ever was; why? Not because he practices it, but because 
he suffers from it. Prayer, in our life, prayer in our study, 
power in the pulpit! As the engine is never moved until the 
fire is kindled; so, preaching, with all its machinery, 
perfection, and polish, is at a dead standstill till prayer has 
created the steam. Prayer weakens the pull of earth, and 
intensifies or strengthens the tug of heaven. 

In my observation of the book ofthe Acts of the Apostles, 
I find that prayer is mentioned eleven times in the first 
ten chapel'S. The four gospels record only 51 days of the 
Lord's earthly ministry and in this period of time I would 
like for us to notice the way in which our Lord himself start- 
ed His day. (Mark 1:35) AND IN THE MORNING RISING UP A 
GREAT WHILE BEFORE DAY. HE WENT OUT, AND DEPAR- 
TED INTO A SOLITARY PLACE, AND THERE PRAYED. 
What a perfect example for you and I to follow after. God 
help us as the church, to realize that without prayer we 
are helpless, as well as defenseless, what God is looking 
for in this Laodicean age is men and women who want a 
battle and not a bottle. You see some folk pray and use God 
as an earrand boy. Their prayers have no sense of direc- 
tion, their prayers are aimless, and they usually get just 
what they are aiming at. MUCH PRAYER, MUCH POWER, 
LITTLE PRAYER, LITTLE POWER, NO PRAYER, NO 
POWER. 

Dear Brother Grisham: 

I received your letter today and this finds us in a place of 
need such as we have not been in before as it seems there is 
trouble on every hand when God begins to move. We still 
face a deadline of April Ist to have our $2,000 down pay- 
ment on our building. 

[Town here is has been quite cold but nothing like in your 
part of the Great Plains. Our boiler ruptured and for heat 
we are in quite a predicament as we are babying this boiler 
along with water glass, flax seed meal and other things so 
as to keep the water in it and thereby, have heat. There is 
no other way to heat as there is no gas piped in. 

Our car it seems is one that was made for the nice warm 
climate of Texas and California, and doesn't really like to 
go in this cold weather and it has been a few miles down the 
road and worn out. We have repaired it to date ourselves 
even thoug it gets mighty cold out there to work on it. 

God is moving down here touching souls and we are begin- 
ning to see a move for His Name. People are looking toward 
us and what this church has to offer them. They are looking 
for something real and not formality. Pray for us as we have 
a number coming now that need to be saved. Sunday night a 
young man came to service and enjoyed it and is coming back 
again. Have an Assembly of God man and wife that have come 
for about five Sundays now ... they are seeking truth. The 
Advisor at the Mennonite Hospital is going to be with us 
Sunday. Pray God will get a hold of his heart. 

Two have received the Holy Ghost and three baptized in 
Jesus' Name, and wanting to be taught the truth of God's Word. 

Yours in Christ for Souls, 

James M. Vaughn 

NOTE: If anyone would like to respond to this need, write: 

THE GREAT PLAINS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

P.	O. Box 6, Fargo, N. D. 58102 

We thak you for 

your support during 

1972 
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Examine Yourselves

"Examine yourselves, as to whether you are in the faith. Prove yourselves. Do you not
know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? - unless indeed you are disqualified?” (2
Corinthians 13:5)

1.
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8

9

10.
11.
12.
13
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
1.
20.
21.
22.
23"
24,
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33
34.
- 35.

Are you pure in heart?

. When you find sin in your life, do you repent or do you keep on doing it willfully?
. Do you harbor hatred in your heart for someone?
. Are you a gossip?

Are you a peacemaker?

. Are you helping to build up the church?
. Are you covetous?

Do others enjoy being around you because you encourage them spiritually or are
you a discouragement?
Are you a positive influence for the Lord at work, at school or in your family?
Do you lie?
Do you have a forgiving spirit toward others?
Would people describe you as kind and considerate?
Do you use bad language?
Do you lose your temper often?
Are the movies you watch acceptable to God? Would you feel comfortable
being there if the Lord were to return?
Do you drink or use drugs?
Are you respectful of your parents?
Do you consider your children’s point of view in making decisions?
Do you study your Bible daily?
Are you a regular pray-er?
Do you put in a full day’s work for a full day’s pay?
Do you treat others as you would like to be treated?
Are you giving sacrificially to the Lord?
Husbands, are you loving your wife as Christ loves the church?
Parents, can your children talk to you about their lives or are you the last people they
would ever talk to?
Bosses, are you treating your employees fairly?
Is there a special kind of immorality that you really struggle with?
Is it a joy for the elders to watch over your soul or is it a burden for them?
Are you doing what you can to help others who are in need?
Are you growing spiritually? Or falling backwards?
Men - are you trying to qualify as an elder or a deacon?
Older ladies - are you helping younger women to grow in Christ?
Do you always obey the laws of the land?
Are you selfish?
How long has it been since you invited a non-Christian to services?

--Roger Hillis





to borrow- 
Today is here. 

Boast not too much of mountains 
you will master 

The while you linger in the vale below, 
To dream is well, but plodding brings 
us faster 

To where we go. 

Talk not too much about some new endeavor 
You mean to make a little later on. 

Who idles now will idle on forever 

Till life is gone. 

Swear not some day to 
break some habit's getter, 

When this old year is dead and passed away; 
If you have need of living, wiser, better 
Begin today! 

-Anon 

Perfect Timing 

"God's help is always sure 

His methods seldom guessed; 
Delay will make our pleasure pure, 
Surprise will give it zest. 

His wisdom is sublime, 

His heart profoundly kind; 
God never is before His time, 
And never is behind." 




In the Center of God's Heart 

By Marjory Windsor 

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear 
Him, in those that hope in His mercy. 

Psalm 147:11 

The Lord delighteth in thee. 

Isaiah 62:4 

It is easy to be discouraged 
When looking at your life, 
Perhaps feeling that you have failed, 
Or weary with daily strife. 

But think about this fact- 
And it is really true- 

That the great God almighty 
Finds His pleasure in you!

He chose you before creation, 
In His image you were made: 

And in His love and mercy 
His hand on you was laid. 
Deeply does He love you, 

You are precious in His sight, 
But even more than this- 
In you He finds delight!

God has His beloved Son, 
Heaven's glory and all creation, 
And yet with joy does He regard 

 

-
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t Recipe for a Happy Year 	, 

t

 I WILL: t 
LIKE PAUL-forget those thinqs which are be- 

t

 hind and press forward. , 

LIKE DAVIO-lift up mine eyes unto the hills , 
from whence cometh my help. 

, LIKE ABRAHAM-trust implicitly in my God. , 
, LIKE ENOCH-walk in daily fellowship with my , 

t

· Heavenly Father. t 
LIKE JEHOSAPHAT-prepare my heart to seek 

the Lord. 

, LIKE MOSES-choose rather to suffer than to , 
, enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. , 

LIKE DANIEL-commune with God at all times 

, and in all places. , 

, LIKE JOB-be patient under all circumstances. , 
, LIKE CALEB & JOSHUA-refuse to be discour- , 
, aged because of superior numbers. , 

t

 LIKE JOSEPH-turn my back on all seductive t 
advances. 

LIKE GIDEON-advance, even though my 

t

 friends are few. 	t 

LIKE AARON & HUR-uphold the hands of my 

minister and the leaders of the church with my 

t

 prayers and support. , 

LIKE ANDREW-strive to lead my brother to , 
Christ. 

, LIKE STEPHEN-manifest a forgiving spirit to- t 

, 	ward all who seek my hurt. 

, LIKE JESUS-go about doing good. 	, 

, ,0, 	, 

t Realizing that I cannot hope to achieve these t 

t

 objectives by my own strength, I will rely upon t 
Christ, for "I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me." Philippians 4:13 

L 	-f 
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Correction 

Because of an oversight on our part the following 
church was listed incorrectly. The Faith Tabernacle of 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri was listed as the First Pen- 
tecostal Assembly. Their 1976-77 giving to Foreign 
Missions was $2,016.14. We deeply regret this over- 
sight and wish to take this opportunity to correct this 
mistake and give proper recognition for this contribu- 
tion. 




Separated by 
His Holiness 

A

 last we are accepted. We 
have taken one long leap 
from the "other side of the tracks" 
to the drawing rooms of the elite 
denominations. No longer do we 
stand out as the proverbial "sore 
thumb:' We thought it would never 
happen to us; we watched as simi- 
lar Pentecostals blended into the 
background until they could no 
longer be distinguished from the 
rest. We said, "We will never do it!" 

While this description may be 
true of many people in various 
churches, it does not describe true 
Christians. Those who follow God 
will not reflect the values of a 
Christ-tess society, nor will they 
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pattern their lives after the world- 
ly behavior and dress of sinners. 

Nobody wants to be different. 

Nowadays, it is not the trend to 
stand apart from others. Some peo- 
ple condemn separation by allud- 
ing to the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. They point out that we 
should be the Good Samaritan who 
went to the place where the dying 
man was. They compare standards 
to the priest and the Levite who 
were so concerned about keeping 
themselves free from any possible 
contamination that they drew their 
robes of righteousness around 
them and went to the other side of 
the road to pass the injured man. 
After all. they tell us, separation 
can become isolation; sanctifica- 
tion can become escapism; holi- 
ness can become aloofness. And 
surely God does ;not expect us to be 
exclusive. 

The story of the Good Samaritan 
is not a good illustration to prove 
their point. If they do not want to 
be separate, they should not look 
on those who do as self-righteous 
priests and Levites, afraid of being 
contaminated. The story has no 
connections with biblical separa- 
tion. 

Sure, we love the unsaved, and 
we will go anywhere they are to 
pour in the oil and wine. And we 
will gladly walk while they ride and 
we will take them to an inn where 
they can be nursed to health. But 
one thing we will not do is get down 
in the ditch and die with them. 

Fine feelings, new insights, great- 
er interest in religion mean nothing 
unless they make our actual be- 
havior what it ought to be. One of 
the most wonderful things about 
the gospel is its transforming 
power. God can take a sin-diseased 
and sin-distorted life and make it 
again until it emerges from His 
hands in the likeness of Jesus 
Christ-a miracle! 

Let us get down to the business 
at hand. Just what is holiness? 

Perhaps no word in the Christian 
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vocabulary has been more misused 
and misunderstood. Basically, the 
word holiness comes from a root 
which in both Greek and Hebrew 
means "separateness:' In its high- 
est sense it is used of God Himself. 
God is holy because He is "high 
and lifted up" (Isaiah 6:1-3). 

Man was' created for the glory of 
God. He was created for the praise 
of God. God, who is love, created 
mankind as a special being of His 
care and the recipient of His love. 
God wants us to praise Him, adore 
Him, magnify Him, fellowship with 
Him, and become the object of His 
great love. 

If God does not have fellowship 
with us in His holiness and right- 
eousness, He is robbed by whatever 
takes us from Him. This fellowship 
with Him is the basis of separation. 
God wants the Christian to be 
separate from everything that 
would take away the purpose of the 
creation and the redemption of 
mankind. This means that since 
God made us for Himself and re- 
deemed us for Himself, He wants us 
to be separate from anything that 
detracts from His praise, from His 
glory and from His fellowship. 

"Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers; for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel? and what 
agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols? for ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. Wherefore 
come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you" (II Corinthians 
6:14-17). 

God is not just being "picky"; He 
wants us for Himself. He wants the 
purpose for His creating us and 
redeeming us to be fulfilled. There- 
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His disciples, "Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am?" (Mat- 
thew 16:13). When they answered 
that some said He was John the 
Baptist and others thought He was 
Jeremiah or one of the other proph- 
ets, He asked them, "Whom say ye 
that I am?" Their answer was im- 
portant because His identity is vital 
to the beginning of the church. 
Simon Peter declared, "Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God" 
(Matthew 16:16). 

Jesus' response to Peter's declar- 
ation is very amazing: "Blessed art 
thou Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in hea- 
ven" (Matthew 16:17). 

There are two things that stand 
out in the dialogue between Simon 
Peter and the Lord Jesus. The first 
thing is the divine revelation grant- 
ed to Simon Peter, who was very hu- 
man. This revelation was not com- 
municated by man. It was given by 
the Lord God. It was revealed by the 
insight of the Spirit of God, for the 
Spirit gave Peter perceptibility into 
deity. 

Until a person's mind is enlight- 
ened by the Holy Spirit, his finite 
thinking will never grasp the mean- 
ing of who Jesus is. When the Holy 
Spirit opens a person's understand- 
ing, he will not see a second person 
in the Trinity but the One who is 
the First and the Last, the Alpha 
and Omega, the Author and Finish- 
er of our faith, and the Beginning 
and the End. 

The second noteworthy thing in 
this dialogue is that authority 
comes through the person of Jesus 
Christ. I almost hesitate to em- 
phasize the power and the meaning 
of that authority. In the hands of a 
novice, authority can be severely 
destructive, just as truth in the 
hands of vindictive people is often 
used as an instrument of hate. A 
man with a lack of understanding 
may use his authority to create 
chaos and confusion. 

The church is the investment of 
Jesus Christ. He paid the price of 
redemption with His own blood. 
The church belongs to Him and not 
to men. It is the facility through 

 

which He reaches mankind. He did. 
not establish the church to see it 
defeated, but to bring together His 
called-out, sanctified people. 

In communicating authority to 
His church, Jesus said, "And I will 
give unto thee the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven" (Matthew 16:19). 
These keys are astounding-bind- 
ing things on earth, having them 
bound in heaven; loosing things on 
earth, loosing things in heaven. 

We must not make a mistake 
about the authority of the keys 
given to the church. The keys open- 
ed the door to the kingdom of God 
through Simon Peter on the Day of 
Pentecost. But the authority of the 
church did not end with the apos- 
tolic era, for the church still retains 
the power to bind and loose on 
earth and in heaven. 

Indestructibility of the Church 

"And I say also unto thee, That 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it" (Matthew 16:18). 

The revelation of Jesus Christ is 
paramount if we are to understand 
that He is the founder, the sus- 
tainer, and the power that makes 
the church indestructible. Nations 
and social institutions rise and fall. 
but the church that Jesus re- 
deemed with His precious blood 
will never be destroyed. The Lord is 
the head of the church and the 
church is His body; He does not in- 
tend to see His church destroyed 
from the earth. 

Several very important facts are 
revealed about the church in the 
Book of Ephesians, especially in 
Ephesians 1:21-23: "Far above all 
principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to 
come: and hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be 
the head over all things to the 
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church, which is his body, the ful- 
ness of him that filleth all in all:' 

The Father wrought a great work 
in Jesus Christ through the resur- 
rection from the dead. His resur- 
rected body is now indestructible. 
Then God exalted Jesus Christ by 
setting Him, on His right hand, giv- 
ing Him supreme power, placing 
His name above "all principality, 
and power, and might, and domi- 
nion." There is no greater power 
than the power of Jesus Christ. All 
other powers have been put under 
His feet. These powers include 
nuclear energy, political authority, 
civil rule; His power also subdues 
powers of demons and of hell. Je- 
sus is the supreme power of the 
universe. 

By looking at the church as des- 
cribed in Ephesians we begin to un- 
derstand what the Lord has placed 
in the possession of man. The 
church is said to be His body, of 
which He is the head. The analogy 
then reveals that all things are put 
under Jesus' feet, the feet of His 
body, the church. Since all power is 
put under His body, then the 
church cannot be destroyed by any 
power that is not of God. The 
church will never be defeated. The 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against the church (Matthew 
16:18). 

How refreshing to understand 
that when we were born into the 
kingdom of God we became 
members of His church on earth. 
We belong to a never dying entity 
of truth. How astounding to know 
that the church can bind forces on 
earth as well as in heaven. If a per- 
son is in the church, he belongs to 
the body of Christ. Jesus, as the 
head and the Lord of the church, 
will someday present unto Himself 
the church in all its beauty and 
holiness. 

We rejoice today in the 
knowledge of God's greatness. We 
rejoice in the fact that He has taken 
us who were nothing and made 
something out of us. We are in- 
spired to understand our position 
in Him, which cannot be defeated 
or destroyed. We are thrilled to be 
part of a victorious, holy nation! 




IN MEMORIAM 

mediocre landscape without any 
distinction from the world around 
us. 

There was no way that Balaam 
could curse the Israelites. But 
perhaps the saddest verse of the 
whole story, Numbers 31:16, reveals 
the tragedy, of lost separation: 

"Behold, these caused the chil- 
dren of Israel. through the counsel 
of Balaam, to commit trespass 
against the LORD .... " 

Israel lost their identity when 
they followed the counsel of Ba- 
laam to mix with their enemy. 
Christians lose their identity when 
they are intimidated by those who 
taunt them with such words as 
isolation, exclusive, snobbish, and 
accuse them of having a "holier 
than thou" attitude. 

We are so in love with God that we 
want to be more like Him every day. 
If others want to brand us with 
unkind remarks, we may not be 
able to stop them. But we can 
refuse to cast aside our devotion to 
God and our commitment to His 
holiness in order to please them. 

"Sanctify yourselves therefore, 
and be ye holy: for I am the LORD 
your God" (Leviticus 20:7). 0 

honesty, and that he is to avoid the 
appearance of evil. We are living in 
a global Sodom, and we need to 
take great care that its attitudes 
and standards do not seep into our 
souls as they did into the souls of 
Lot's family. 

There is no idea so positive as 
that of holiness; it is the very 
climax of positiveness. Holiness is 
not characterized merely by not do- 
ing wrong, but by a positive direc- 
tion toward doing right. It is the 
character of God in us and reflect- 
ing through us. The biblical view of 
holiness is wonderfully positive. 
Moses declared that God is "glori- 
ous in holiness" (Exodus 15:11). 

True holiness is the loving re- 
sponse of the heart to every re- 
quest that Christ makes in His 
Word or through, the constraints of 
His Spirit. True holiness is the 
many-splendored radiance of the 
perfection of Jesus Christ! 

Biblical separation is necessary 
for the preservation of New Testa- 
ment Christianity. We must not lose 
our identity. The erosion of once 
held convictions can turn our great 
"Mount Zion" that stands high 
above all other religions into a 

fore, since His purpose would be 
hindered by our fellowship with 
unrighteousness, He demands that 
we separate ourselves from all evil. 

Holiness is essential. It is the 
realization of God's purpose in call- 
ing us to have fellowship with a 
holy God, and this fellowship is 
possible only by those who have 
"clean hands and a pure heart," 

Without separation, a professing 
Christian dishonors God in the eyes 
of the world; for the world, strange- 
ly enough, expects the Christian to 
be different in the way he lives, In 
fact, sinners are actually disap- 
pointed when they observe that 
"Christians" are no different from 
them. 

Recent Gallup polls have uncov- 
ered conflicting trends in society. 
They reveal that religion is on the 
upswing, but so is crime and im- 
morality. Furthermore, Gallup said 
there is little difference in ethical 
behavior between churchgoers and 
those who do not attend church 
services; the levels of lying, cheat- 
ing, and stealing are remarkably 
the same. The polls indicate that 
there is a distressing drift toward a 
Christianity that does not demand 
a life-changing walk with God. 

History shows that the church 
has had its greatest impact during 
difficult times. not when Christiani- 
ty was popular. When Constantine 
became the Roman Emperor in A.D. 
313, he made Christianity a legal 
religion. Christians welcomed the 
change. But as Christendom ab- 
sorbed the culture around it, gen- 
uine Christian conversion was re- 
placed by dead forms and empty 
ritualism! 

The stigma of Christianity is 
gone, but so is its power. Someone 
said in a newspaper interview, "To- 
day you can't say turning to Jesus 
means you are turning your back 
on the world." 

In these days of permissiveness 
and easygoing standards, we need 
to remind ourselves that the Chris- 
tian is called to purity, modesty, 
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[lOD is the final, certain, soli- 
tary ONE: "Hear, 0 Israel, the 
Lord our God is one Lord." The 
Apostolic faith for which we are ex- 
horted to earnestly contend, was 
based on this essential truth. The 
Apostle James quotes this great 
commandment as the fundamental 
of all faith that is proved by 
works. "You believe that GOD IS 
ONE, and you are quite right: evil 
spirits also believe this, and 
shudder." (See James 2:19. Wey.) 
Any theory that violates that, 
violates the basis of all truth about 
the Deity. Deny that and you 
attack truth in its essential es- 
sence; you assault the truth at its 
basic foundation. The Psalmist 
saw this great truth in the Spirit, 
when he cried out: "If the founda- 
tion be removed, what will the 
righteous do?" Jesus said: "I am 
the truth." He also said, "I and my 
Father are ONE." The startling 
and inevitable conclusion to be 
drawn from these two statements is 
absolutely inescapable: Jesus was 
the Visible of the Invisible God. 

True science recognizes but one 
absolute. All mathematical science 
can be reduced to a common 
factor: That factor is ONE. When 
you say One you have said a 
million. When you say a million 
you have said ONE. A million is six 
cyphers, plus ONE. Remove the 
ONE, you have nothing mpltiplied 
by six. One is absolute: A mil- 
lion is subordinate. 

God is the absolute ONE. He has 

 

By the late Frank J. Ewart 

no equal. You cannot duplicate 
Him. He cannot be multiplied. 
There cannot be two other spir- 
itual persons beside HIM: God 
says, "I am the Lord, and there is 
none else, there is no God beside 
me" (Isaiah 45:5). There cannot be 
two others like HIM; for God asks, 
"To whom will ye liken ME, and 
make ME equal, and compare Me, 
that we may be like?" (Isaiah 
46:5). The carnal reasoning of men 
has created two other separate 
persons, exactly like God, the Fa- 
ther, and equal in glory and eter- 
nality. Yet God declares, "My 
glory I will not give to another." 
This doctrine assumes that there 
was always three individuals in 
heaven. They deny that God, 
Himself, was incarnated, but teach, 
that the middle one, left the other 
two, came to earth and was 
incarnated through the Virgin 
birth. Thus the doctrine of the so- 
called Trinity, not only denies 
God's declarations about Himself, 
but does infinite violence to both 
the name and nature of the Deity, 
as revealed in and by Jesus Christ, 
the Son. 

There is nothing more absolute 
than the Oneness of the Godhead. 
Nature-the handmaiden of the 
Bible, announces her creator every- 
where: "For the invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead." 
Nature has made a tree in God's 
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image. We have three distinct 
constituents in a tree: the wood, 
the sap and the bark-but one tree. 
No wonder the poet says, Poems 
are made by fools like me. But only 
God can make a tree. Light is 
composed of three distinct ele- 
ments or parts: the antenic, the 
calorific and the luminiferous. 
Take any of these elements away 
and you have no light. The One 
True God is Father, Logos and 
Spirit. The three are in the one. 
"For there are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word and the Spirit, and these 
three are one." Man, himself, is the 
most absolute unit we know: body, 
soul and spirit, but one man. Yet 
the Bible emphatically declares 
that God made man in His own 
image. 

Now, every clear thinker will 
admit, that when this one true God 
took on a flesh body, He took on 
limitations. Jesus was the Creator 
confining Himself to the limits of 
a creature. There is a clear dis- 
tinction between the perfect hu- 
manity and the Deity of Jesus, 
but the distinction is that of a 
human body indwelt by God. Jesus 
recognized the distinction of Fa- 
ther and Son. He called himself 
the Son of God, but emphatically 
claimed that the Father was dwell- 
ing in Him. God had the image of a 
perfect SON before Him in the 
beginning; and Paul declares that 
"those whom he foreknew he pre- 
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destinated to be conformed to the 
image of His Son." The Son of God 
was the Logos incarnated, but the 
Logos in God answers to the soul in 
a man. It is that part which may be 
called God's expression. Jesus was 
God's expression, in the terms of a 
perfect human life; for God, who at 
sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake unto the fathers by 
the prophets hath in these last days 
spoken unto us in His Son." 

Now, let us go back through the 
Scriptures and take a brief review 
of the main landmarks as we are 
swept irresistably towards the 
great beginning and conclusion of 
all truth-that God is ONE: We 
need to watch two important 
scriptures. They are pivotal, and 
indeed fundamental to a correct 
understanding of this--the greatest 
truth of Divine revelation. I 
Timothy 3:16, reads: "And without 
controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifested in 
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory." This 
startling passage if taken at its face 
value as it appears in the Auth- 
orized version of the Scriptures, 
would mean an end to all contro- 
versy. And surely this would be a 
consummation devoutly to be de- 
sired. It would practically do 
away with sectarianism. Per- 
sonally, I see no need of contro- 
versy about this great passage. If it 
does not say that God was 
manifested in the flesh, then, whom 
does it say was manifested in flesh? 
Either an angel or a man or the 
devil. We are shut up to this 
conclusion; because the text de- 
clares that somebody was man- 
ifested in the flesh. Was it an 
angel? If so, what would be the 
sense of saying an angel was seen 
of another angel and calling that a 
mystery. Was it a man? Nonsense! 
What mystery is involved in a man 
being manifested in flesh? A man 
is a spirit clothed in flesh. Well 

 

was it the devil. Let us hope not; 
for the text declares that the one 
who was manifested in the flesh 
was also received up into glory. 
You can boil this wonderful 
declaration down in the melting 
pot of higher criticism, and you can 
not make anything more or less out 
of it than the grand old Authorized 
Version puts into it-that God- 
the One True, God-the mighty 
maker of this illimitable universe, 
was manifested in the flesh, and 
His name was Jesus--the Lord who 
saves you. 

The other great text is I John 
3:16, "Hereby perceive we the love 
of God, because He laid down His 
life for us." John is talking about 
Calvary's tragedy here. Every theo- 
logian confesses gladly, that be- 
cause the life of God, was in the 
blood of Jesus Christ, it made an 
atonement for the sins of the whole 
world. When you see this great 
truth, Calvary assumes a far 
grander meaning. God could not 
prove His love for us by sending 
another to die for us. Jesus 
declared that he was not another. 
He said, "I and My Father are 
One." When Calvary was bathed in 
blood, the universe shuddered, the 
sun hid his face, and nature went 
into convulsions. God reveals what 
Calvary meant to him in the great 
passage in Zechariah, "Awake, 0 
sword against my shepherd, and 
against the man who is my fellow, 
saith the Lord of hosts." The one 
who died there was God's Fellow, 
God's Person and God's dwelling 
place, and God-the Eternal Spir- 
it, had to vacate the body in or- 
der for the flesh to die. Such is 
Calvary's glory! No wonder the 
poet wrote, In the cross of Christ' I 
glory. Towering o'er the wrecks of 
time. All the light of sacred story, 
Gathers round its head sublime. 
All eternity looked forward to it. 
All eternity will look back to it; 
for it was there the Eternal God, 
Himself, provided a Lamb, that 
taketh away the sin of the world. 
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WATER BAPTISM 

by E. L. Holley 

esus, our exemplar, set forth 
the necessity of water baptism 


by precedent. Coming to John, He 
insisted that the Baptist baptize 
Him, and the reluctant prophet ac- 
quiesced (Matthew 3:13-17). Then, 
at the close of His earthly ministry, 
our Lord commissioned His church, 
"Go ye therefore, and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28:19). 
Thus, our Savior Himself initiated 
water baptism by both precedent 
and precept. 

On this basis, water baptism has 
always been observed by true be- 
lievers. Moreqver, water baptism is 
of such importance and conse- 
quence that it is worthy of careful 
consideration. The mode and 
meaning of baptism, its purpose, 
the formula, and whether or not 
water baptism is essential to salva- 
tion are matters of utmost concern. 

The Scriptures depict only one 
mode of baptism-immersion. 
John sought and selected sites 
where ample water was available 
for baptizing (John 3:23; Matthew 
3:13). Jesus came up out of the 
water after He was baptized (Mat- 

Brother Holley is the Superinten- 
dent of the Texas District and a 
member of the Board of Publica- 
tions. 

thew 3:16). Philip and the eunuch 
"went down both into the water, 
both Philip and the eunuch; and he 
baptized him" (Acts 8:38). The word 
baptize, in its Greek form means 
"to dip," and there is no reason to 
think it means otherwise. The 
scriptural mode of baptism is 
immersion. 

What is the meaning of the act of 
baptism to us? 

Paul taught that we who are dead 
to sin were buried with Jesus Christ 
by baptism "that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life" 
(Romans 6:1-5). As He died, was 
buried, and arose, so we followed in 
His steps. We died out to this world 
(repented), were buried with Him by 
water baptism, and in the likeness 
of His resurrection, we arose to 
walk in a new life! 

Peter amplified the beauty of 
baptism by relating how that "once 
the longsuffering of God waited in 
the days of Noah, while the ark was 
a preparing, wherein few, that is, 
eight souls were saved by water. 
The like figure whereunto even bap- 
tism doth also now save us ... by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (I 
Peter 3:10-21). The "like figure" 
refers to the similarity between the 
salvation of Noah "by water" and 
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water baptism which "doth also 
now save us." 

Noah's old life-the world and all 
that was in it-was destroyed by 
water, but, when the ark rested on 
Mount Ararat, a new life began! We 
were "baptized into his death" 
when we "were baptized into Jesus 
Christ" (Romans 6:3). He died and 
we laid down our old life in repent- 
ance, being baptized into His 
death. But we were also made par- 
takers of the resurrection! The 
world, with all of its snares and en- 
tanglements, is under the curse of 
death and we are made aware of it. 
We are in the world, but not of the 
world. 

When we went down into the bap- 
tismal water, the world system that 
is contrary to God went with us. We 
came forth washed in the blood of 
the Lamb; but the world and all 
that is in it was overflowed with the 
water. There is the "figure" and it 
is beautiful! 

What does baptism do? What is 
its purpose? 

When a convicted sinner turns to 
God in faith and repentance, he is 
pointed to God's answer to man's 
sins. Through the death, burial, 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus, 
every person has access to God. 
This is accomplished by complying 
with Peter's Pentecostal message: 

"Repent, and be baptized everyone 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts 2:38). That is Oods . 
answer to man's sins! 

The purpose of baptism is clear- 
ly stated. It is "for (in order to ob- 
tain) the remission of sins:' Jesus 
said that His blood was "shed for 
many for the remission of sins" 
(Matthew 26:28). Clearly, He shed 
His blood in order to obtain remis- 
sion of sins for many. Anyone who 
suggests that we are baptized "be- 
cause" we already have remission 
of sins would, in order to be consis- 
tent, be forced to say Jesus shed 
His blood "because" we already 
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have remission of sins! 

Peter preached "that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins" 
(Acts 10:43). This statement in- 
troduces us to the correct formula 
for water baptism. It tells us who 
receives remission of sins and the 
means by which the remission of 
sins is received, that is through the 
name of Jesus. Clearly, the correct 
formula for water baptism is one 
that uses the name of Jesus. Every 
recorded baptism supports this 
truth. (See Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 
19:5.) 

Those who fail to see the tremen- 
dous marvel of water baptism often 
attempt to dismiss the subject as 
irrelevant-as nonessential. The 

 

thinking person is not so inclined, 
however. He understands that the 
essentiality of water baptism 
emerges again and again in Scrip- 
ture. 

For the honest-hearted the ques- 
tion is easily settled. The cogent 
words of the Lord of glory are ade- 
quate for such a person. He speaks, 
and the matter is forever settled! 

Let us hear Him as He says, "Go 
ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned" (Mark 16:15-16). 
In those pointed words, He set forth 
the order of events: faith, baptism, 
salvation. He did not say, "He that 
believeth shall be saved, and he 

 

should be baptized." Instead, salva- 
tion is contingent upon our believ- 
ing and being baptized. Clearly, 
baptism is essential to salvation! 

Essential as water baptism is, by 
itself it is insufficient. It must be an 
act of faith, and that is why Jesus 
said, "He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved." Without faith, 
it is impossible to please God 
(Hebrews 11:6). Water baptism with- 
out faith is not efficacious. And, of 
course, saving faith is a belief 
which is founded upon the Word of 
God. 

Water baptism is indeed worthy 
of careful-prayerful-considera- 
tion to both believers and to those 
who have not heard. It is a subject 
that we must share with the world! 

o 
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Yet Will I Trust Him 

God has never shielded His own from the 
fury's blast He has ever sent them out into it and 
asked, "Will you go out there and Jet the enemy: 
do his worst and prove that Heaven has power to 
see you through?" The battle that tries the soul 
and the storm that proves the set of the sail are 
never that which we understand perfectly. There, 
is no such thing as an ideal battJe. Conflicts do 
not come in ways for which. we had planned 
and prepared. 

When you volunteer to go with God, you vol- 
unteer to go to the depths-where understanding 
fails, reason quivers, the spirit shudders, and the 
heart cries with pain until, like Job, you say, 
"Though He slay me, yet willI trust Him" (Job 
13:15). 

And out ofthat abyss oftrial will arise a purer 
heart, which has its affections set more firmly on 
heaven and whose treasures have been rein- 
vested in the unfailing bank of God's Jove. There 
they are kept until this short life of testing is over 
and we gather on the other side of the vale to revel 
in the fun fruition of the accumulated interest of 
eternal treasure that Iadeth !!ot away'. 




~ AGONY FO:R SOULS 

THE overheard closet supplication 

of Knox was, "Give me Scot- 
land or I die!" That of Whitefield 
was, "Give me souls, or take my 
soul!" 

Of Alleine, it is said that "he was 
infinitely and insatiably greedy <;If 
the conversion of souls; and to this 
end he poured out his very heart 
in prayer and preaching." 

John Bunyan said, "In preaching 
I could not be satisfied unless some 
fruits appear in my work." 

Said Matthew Henry, "I would 
think it a greater happiness to g<;tin 
one soul to Christ than mountams 
of gold and silver to myself .. If I do 
not gain souls, I sha~l enjoy all 
other gains with very Iittle satisfac- 
tion and I would rather beg my 
bre~d from door to door than neg- 
lect this great work." 

Doddridge, writing to a friend, 
remarked "I long for the conver- 
sion of s~uls more sensibly than 
for anything besides. Met.hinks. I 
could not only labor but die for It 
with pleasure." 

When the attendants" around the 
death bed of David Stoner thought 
that his spirit had taken flight, he 
raised himself up in bed and cried: 

"Lord, save sinners! save them by 
scores, save them by hundreds, 
save them by thousands!" His work 
on earth was finished. The ruling 
passion was strong in death. 

Brainerd could say of himself on 
more than one occasion: "I cared 
not where or how I lived, or what 
hardships I went through, so that I 
could but gain souls to Christ. 
While I was sleep, I dreamed of 
these things, and when I awakened, 
the first thing I thought of was this 
great work; all my desire was for 
the conversion of the heathen, and 
all my hope was in God." 

On the coldest winter nights 
John Welsh was often found weep- 
ing on the ground, and wrestling 
with the Lord because of his peo- 
ple. He said to his wife, when she 
pressed him for an explanation of 
his distress, "I have the souls of 
three thousand to answer for, and 
I know not how it is with many of 
them." 

Ralph Waller wrote in his dairy 

 

as follows: "My greatest desire and 
constant prayer is for God to con- 
vert sinners, and revive the people. 
Oh, for souls! the salvation of 
souls!" Again: "I need a more af- 
fecting apprehension of the value of 
souls a more tender regard for the 
hono~ of God, and a more intense 
sympathy for perishing sinners. Oh, 
could I always live for eternity, 
preach for eternity, pray for etern- 
ity, and speak for eternity." 

Two davs before his death he 
called his faithful wife to his side, 
and said, "At Liverpool and Bos- 
ton I appropriated one hour each 
day to pray for souls, and I fre- 
quently spent that time prostrate 
on my study floor. In ·addition. to 
this, at Boston, I held something 
like vigils, arising to pray each 
night at twelve o'clock. I do not 
say it to boast, but it appears plain 
to me that the secret of success in 
conversion of souls is prayer. 

It is said of W~. McDermott that 
"he used to spend whole nights in 
prayer with John Smith before 
those memorable seasons of revival 
in which multitudes of sinners were 
won to Christ. In an agony of 
prayer with broken hear~ and 
weeping eyes and the. pleadmg of 
faith, they prayed until they knew 
that they had taken hold of the 
strength of God." 

-Publisher Unknown. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

MIS . ONAR~NEWS 
pRAY th t an op ning will be 

made fo Brat er and Sister 

W.	C. Youn , of Fjelds, La. to go 
to Nigeria, t e Ian I they have o~ 
their hearts. hat s a West Afri- 
can country ith heavy popula- 
tion, and our mes age has never 
been preache the e. The govern- 
ment require I ents are such, that 
we have not bee able to meet 
them. But we beli ve through in- 
tercessory' pra zer ?jothing is im- 
possible. 

Also, pray tha t e wayan? door 
will be opened I outh Africa for 
Brother and Sist r Carl Adams to 
go to that countr a d h~lp Brot.her 
and Sister Freem~n ThIS, .too, I~ a 
big field; a gran work IS bemg 
done, but help is n. ded. 

 

CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 

By Harold l. Graham 

WHEN the church triumphant is 
. marching toward the foe, 
With banners proudly flying and 

	faces all aglow, 	. .' 

The hosts of hell will falter and flee 
in full retreat; 

o	church of Christ, arise and shine, 
and never know defeat! 

Conq'ring and to conquer, this is 
her motto true, 

And calling on the faithful, she 

	fills her ranks anew; 	. 

Salvation her objective for all who 
will obey, 

No pow'r can stand before this 
band, unitedly they pray. 

Faith and trust in Jesus, and love 
for every soul, 

Will guarantee the Spirit and give 
her full control. 

N ow church of Christ, march for- 
ward, and sing your songs of 
cheer, 

And shout the battle cry of truth; 
let men and angels hear. 

Chorus: 

Stronger than armies in battle is 

	the church in unity. 	. 

Fearless with Christ her Leader she 
moves in harmony. 

See the enemy defeated fall back 
in disarray. 

o	church of Christ, arise and shine 
- this is your glorious day! 

Remember - - - 

1955 
GE'NE'RAL 
CONFER'EN'CE 

• 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Sept. 23-28 
1955 
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I COUNTED dollars while God 
counted crosses; 

I counted gains while He counted 
losses. 

I counted my worth by the things 
gained in store, 

But He sized me up by the scars 
that I bore. 

I coveted honors and sought for 
degrees; 

He wept as He counted the hours 
on my knees. 

I never knew till one day by a 
grave 

How vain are the things that we 
spend life to save. . . 

I did not yet know until JIm went 
above 

That richest is he who is rich in 
God's love! 

- The Brethren Evangelist. 

of our ministry are they in the 
Lord. 

4.	Who will be as holy as my 
speech and as consecrated as 
'people suppose me to be. I will 
honor humility, for the sake 
of peace, rather than to have 
my way in matters that no 
matter the outcome, it will not 
effect me either way. 

5.	Who will not infer that God 
has favorites because my 
brethren have more than my- 
self. I will rather infer that 
God has given me what is due 
me. What my brother has, 
works no ill towards me. I am 
come to realize that while I 
may want what belongs to an- 
other, someone is at that mo- 
ment wanting that which be- 
longs to me. Therefore, I will 
be content with such things as 
I have. 

6.	Who will forgive and forget. 

One who will be slapped on 
both cheeks and still not re- 
taliate. In so doing I shall be 
the greater victor, for I have 
kept Christ's command. 

May God, in these perilous days, 
keep us in the middle of the road 
and may our lives give to .God the 
opportunities that He desires ... 
an avenue through which He can 
be beautifully portrayed to a lost 
and dying humanity. 

ARE YOU A 
WELL-BALANCED CHRISTIAN 

(Continued from Page 4) 

the Spirit of God that we can know 
what is the mind of Christ. To real- 
ly know Christ is to be like Him, 
and we cannot be like Him unless 
we are Christ-like, and we cannot 
be Christ-like, until we have His 
life coursing through our mortal 
bodies. "As we have borne the 
image of the earthlsj, we shaH also 
bear the image of the heavenly." 

However, aside from the Holy 
Ghost, I notice these several things 
that make an impression on me, 
and makes me to realize the necess- 
ity for me to have my flesh under 
subjection to the Spirit, and at the 
same time make certain this fact: 

"That God only works through me 
as long as I remain an unclogged 
medium through which Christ can 
be conveyed to the world." The 
following proves to me that God 
and man must work together for 
the salvation, security and ultimate 
success of man: 

1.	God opened the Red Sea, but 
it was Moses that stretched out 
the staff. 

2.	God caused Israel to drink 
from the rock, but it was 
Moses that smote the rock. 

3.	God called Enoch home, but it 
was Enoch that did the walk- 
ing and the pleasing. 

4.	God put out the desire in 
Joseph's heart to commit sin 
with Potiphar's wife, but it 
was Joseph that did the run- 
ning. 

5.	It was God that wrecked the 
ship, but it was Paul who told 
the men to abide in the ship in 
order to be saved. 

6.	It was the plan of God for 
Jacob to be separated from 
Esau and his house, but it was 
Jacob that had to come back 
and kiss and make up. 

7.	We know it's wrong to have 
youthful lusts, but we are in- 
structed to "flee away f1'om 

	them.'" 	t 

 

In the face of these evident facts, . 
it can be plainly seen that we must 
"Present our bodies to God as a 
living sacrifice" in order to prov:e 
our acceptability before God. It IS 
not enough to be Spirit filled, it is 
vitally necessary to offer God our 
bodies that He may prove to the 
world His worth to humanity in the 
practical way. 

These are days when dietitians 
instruct us to -have a well-balanced 
diet for the purpose of good health. 
We must be equally as careful and 
cautious in the balancing of our 
spiritual diet. If we. seem to 1;>e 
spiritual with no prac~I~al a~pect.m 
our religion, our religion IS vam. 
If we are so taken up with the prac- 
tical side of religion and with the 
menial tasks of the church, we also 
are worshiping in vain. 

It would be well to adopt a spiri- 
tual barometer in our lives to see 
if we are well balanced in our spiri- 
tuality. If we can obey the follow- 
ing we can almost be assured a fu- 
tur~ and happy Christian life that 
God will be pleased to use for the' 
promotion of His great and endless 
work. 

In order for me to be a well bal- 
anced Christian, I must be one, 

1 Who can work for God, and 

. care little who gets the credit 
in this earth. I know that the 
rewards will be given in heav- 
en, and what I miss here will 
be given to me over there. 

2.	Who has a great desire to be 
in God's house and will do my 
share to contribute to every 
necessity, both in a spiri~ual 
and practical way. By this I 
mean that I will not be one of 
those 'supposed Christians that 
spends half of his time in a 
whirlpool and the other half 
in the glory clouds, so as to be 
blinded to the practical needs 
of the church. My money will 
be as consecrated to God as my 
life. 

3.	Who can preach the Gospel, 
but not for filthy lucre. I am 
aware of the fact that the 
laborer is worthy of his hire, . 
but I will never measure my 
worth in dollars and cents. I 
will, in my preaching, win 
souls for eternity and as Paul 
said, so I believe, that the seal 
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Are Yon a' Well- Balanced Christian? 

by 

LESTER RAY THOMPSON, Editor 



W

E PENTECOSTAL PEOPLE 
are known for our vehe- 
ment desire to let the Holy 
Ghost have complete control of our 
lives. From the outset, I would like 
to make it crystal clear that when 
all humanity stands before the 
eternal God, the ONE thing that 
will make the difference where the 
individual spends eternity, will be 
this ONE fact: Did they or did they 
not have the Holy Ghost? Of 
course, we are dealing primarily 
with those of the "Golden Candle- 
stick Age" or as is commonly called 
"THE GRACE ERA" which ex- 
tends for approximately 2000 years 
from Pentecost to the rapture of the 
church. When the Bible speaks. in 
such clear positiveness as to the 
disposition of those who have never 
received the Holy Ghost, it unmis- 
takably clarifies our position as 
Spirit-Filled Saints. The Bible 
states in one place (without any 
trace of compromise in other pas- 
sages) that "without the Spirit of 
Christ, we are none of His." This 
scripture, alone, strengthens our 
hands to preach the necessity of 
being Spirit-filled. My whole being 
is enraptured with the thought of 
His being able to abide in temples 
of clay. And only as Christ remains 
IN us have we hope of the glory 
that is to come. We believe that to 
be Spirit-filled is the secret of holy 
living in these Godless and Christ- 
less days. 

But have we forgotten the next 
most important factor in our Chris- 
tian make-up? Many and varied 
arguments can be mustered to our 
defense, when preaching the ne- 
cessity of the Holy Ghost which 
is the one thing that should make 
us spiritual people, but it is vut- 
terly impossible to be spiritual if 
we forget the practical side of our 
Christian make-up. I am very much 
afraid that the devil is using this 
forgetfulness to his owJ advantage 

 

and is causing many to be led to 
spiritual death. 

We must never forget that in 
spi te of the fact that God has so 
wonderfully filled us with the Holy 
Ghost, we are still men. Often times 
we get carried away with ecstasy 
and with the effulgence of God's 
glory, only to find out that after we 
have had the feeling of angels, the 
power lifts and we are but men 
again. This only teaches us what 
we have always known: We are 
still free moral agents in spite of 
the Holy Ghost. We are only awak- 
ened to the fact of a truth that so 
many of us are forgetting, that is, 
the Holy Ghost will only keep us 
as long as we let it keep us. The 
Holy Ghost is not a blockade that 
will keep us from sinning if we 
have the desire to sin. We can do 
as we choose, but when we let the 
Holy Ghost make our decisions in 
all matters, we will always be led 
in the path of the just. 

Why do saints get angry? Why 
are there contentions and babblings 
among us? Why the hate, the jeal- 
ousy, the spiritual pride? Why the 
backbiting, the seeking for prom- 
inence, the gloating over a little 
success? Why the competition, the 
honoring of the big, the abhorrence 
of the small? Why the bribes, the 
welcoming of the rich, the despis- 
ing of the poor? Why? Friends, if 
we are guilty of one or all, we did 
so in spite of the Holy Ghost. Is the 
Holy Ghost to blame? Why didn't 
the Holy Ghost stop us? No the 
Holy Ghost is not to blame: we well 
remember the power of the 
SPIRIT, but we have forgotten to 
do our part or to manifest that 
practical side of our Christianity. 
We remember the spiritual stan- 
dard, but we have forgotten the 
moral standard. We have forgotten 
what part we are to play in this 
spiritual battle. 

 

When I read the following scrip- 
tures, I become aware of the great 
part that I, as a man, play in the 
success of my salvation. 

1.	"Cleanse your hands, ye sin- 
ners." 

2.	"Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate." 

3.	"Let us cleanse OURSELVES 
from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit." 

4.	"I will wash my hands in in- 
nocency." 

5.	"Awake to righteousness and 
sin not." 

In all these scriptures, the moral 
obligation is upon us. Principle is 
involved. Being Christ's ambassa- 
dors, we are responsible for our 
conduct,and how we live before 
God and men. 

IS THE HOLY GHOST 
NECESSARY? 

In all trials, temptations and pit- 
falls, is it possible that I can sur- 
vive without the Holy Ghost? Can 
I operate successfully on the moral 
standard alone? When we see peo- 
ple in the world that sometimes act 
better than some in the church, 
does this mean that God's Spirit is 
unnecessary in our lives? 

May I say that there is nothing 
that is as important as the Holy 
Ghost. It is the very life of God. 
It is the only identification mark 
that we can have that makes us a 
child of God. It will take the Spirit 
of God to place us in the bride of 
Christ. It is only by the Spirit of 
God that we can be led in this 
dark world. "As many as are led 
(not driven) by the Spirit of God 
are the sons of God." It is only by 

(Continued on Page 16) 






WHO IS THIS? 

(Continued from Page 3) 

4. Jean Paul Richter has this to 
say of Christ: "The life of Christ 
concerns him, who being the holiest 
among the mighty, the mightiest 
among the holy, lifted with His 
pierced hands empires off their 
hinges, and turned the st1·eam of 
centuries out of its channel, and 
still governs the ages." 

In the light of the witnesses we 
have heard, both from within the 
Bible and without, the opponents 
of Jesus Christ of today are mere 
pigmies so contemptible in men- 
tality, and so questionable in mo- 
rality as to be ruled out of every 
court of testimony where intellec- 
tual ability and moral worth have 
weight. 

JESUS, THE MIGHTY GOD, 
TESTIFIES 

As the Master appears to John 
on that rocky, barren island in the 
Aegean Sea known as a place of 
exile, we hear him say: 

Rev. 1: 8: "I am the first and the 
last. I am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come the Lord Al- 
mighty." 

In St. John 14: 8, Philip said to 
Jesus: "Lord shew us the father, 
and it sufficeth us." Jesus saith un- 
to him, "Have I been so long time 
with you and yet hast thou not 
known me, Philip? he that hath 
seen me hath seen the father, and 
how sayest thou then, shew us the 
father?" Today there are many 
who, like Nicodemus, ask the ques- 
tion, "How can these things be?" 

After Jesus had finished His work 
on the earth, He led His followers 
to the Mount of Olives. While they 
beheld Him, He was taken up and 
a cloud received Him out of their 
sight. For He that descended is the 
same also that ascended up far 
above all heavens that He might 
fill all things. And as he ascended 
through the heavens, He lifts up 
His voice and cries: "Lift up your 
heads, Oh ye gates, and beye lifted 
up ye everlasting doors, and. the 
King of Glory shall come tn." The 

Hosts of heaven answers: "WHO 
IS THIS King of Glory? The an- 
swer came back in thunderous 
tones, "The Lord, strong and 
mighty; the Lord mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, oh ye gates and 
even lift them up, ,ye everlasting 
doors, and the King of Glory shall 
come in." And the gates of heaven 
were opened to welcome Jesus 
Christ, the King of all kings and 
the Lord of all lords. It has been 
over 1900 years since He stepped 
through the gates from our view. 
However, He has given us a prom- 
ise that He would return again. 

ARE YOU READY? 

May we all see Him in His maj- 
esty 'and glory and worship Him in 
Spirit and in Truth. Let us all sing 
with the poet: "Hail -Him who 
saves us by His grace and crown 
Him Lord of all." 

FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
OFFERING 

DECEMBER, 1,954 
(Continued from Page 18) 

Port Arthur, Foith Tabernacle________ 1,010.70 

Port Laraca, United Pentecostol Church 
Rising Star, Mt. Top Pentecostal Church __ 

Seabraok, Miss Wanda Prear 	_ 

Sherman, First Pentecostal Church, 

	Eag Ie Bible Class 	_ 

Sherman, First Pentecostal Church 	_ 

Stephenville, United Pentecostal Church 
Stephenville, Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Welch 
.Texarkana, First Pentecostal Church __ 
Vidor, First Pentecostal Church, 

	Ladies' Auxiliary 	. 	_ 

Vidor, First Pentecostal Church 		_ 

Vidor, North End Pentecostal Church., 
Walnut Springs, United Pentecostal 

	Ch urch 	_ 

White Settlement, United Pentecostal 

	Church 	.: 	_ 

VIRGINIA 

W. Hopewell, Apostalic Church , 	_ 

WASHINGTON 

Bremerton, Joseph Dollel.. 	_ 

McCleary, United Pentecostal, Church __ 
Morton, Jesus Name Pentecostal 

	Church 	_ 

Puyallup, Jesus Name Pentecostal 

	Church 	_ 

Seattle, Paul Robert Brinkman 	_ 

Spokane, Harold Kirschke 	_ 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Albright, Valley Point Pentecostal 

	Church 	_ 

Chorleston, First Pentecostal Church 	_ 

Chesapeake, Chesapeake Apostolic 

	Sunday Schaol 	~ 	_ 

Harrisville, Apostolic Church' 		_ 

Huntington, Twenty-fifth St. Pentecostal 

	Church 	_ 

15.00 

123.64 
11.53 
20.00 
31.92 

20.00 
30.00 
. 22.01 

40.00 
22.87 

109.00 

Morgantown, Riverside Apostolic 

	Church 	_ 

Palestine Wirt Co., Roy Owens- 	_ 

Parkersburg, Apostolic United Pentecostal 

	Church 	_ 

41.02 
2.00 

40.00 

WISCO!"SIN 

Ashland, Calvary Tabernacle 	_ 

Cochran, Full Gospel Assembly 	_ 

Eau Claire, Pentecostal Assembly 	_ 

Green Bay. Paul Ahestrand 	_ 

Marshfield, Apostolic Church 	_ 

Milwaukee, Elim Tabernacle 	_ 

Mukwonago, Genessee Apostolic 

	Tabernacle 	_ 

Racine, Bethel Tabernacle 	_ 

River Falls, Apostolic Church., 	_ 

50.00 
22.50 

328.36 
50.00 
45.65 
66.91 

31.00 
30.61 
10.00 

WYOMING 

Superior, United Pentecostal Church___ 	11.75 

Correction: 

Listed in the December Herald: Hira 
Byers, Farina, Indiana, $25 should 
have been: Hira Byers, Farina, illi- 
nois, $25. 

TOTAL MISSIONARY OFFERINGS 

	R EC E I VE D 	$20,706.99 

Cash Received for U. P. C. Missionaries 13.423.73 
Given directly to U. P. C. Missionaries 

	(credit given) 	7,055.60 

Designated to Non-U. P. C. Missionaries 	227.66 

	TOTAL 	$20,706.99 

	« «« 	I 

1 

c. T. STUDD SAID- 

10.00 
9.55 
5.00 

"CHRIST'S call is to save the lost, 

not the stiff-necked; He came 
not to call scoffers, but sinners to 
repentance; not to build and furn- 
ish comfortable chapels, churches 
and cathedrals at home, in which 
to rock Christian professors to sleep 
by means of clever essays, stereo- 
typed prayers, and artistic musical 
performances, but to capture men 
from the devil's clutches and the 
very jaws of hell. This can be ac- 
complished only by a red-hot, un- 
conventional, unfettered devotion 
in the power of the Holy Spirit to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. When we 
are in hand-to-hand conflict with 
the world, the flesh and the devil 
himself, neat little Biblical confec- 
tionery is like shooting lions with 
a pea shooter; God needs a man 
who will let go, and deliver blows 
right and left as hard as he can hit 
in the power of the Holy Ghost 
. . . Nothing but forked-lightning 
Christians will count ... A LOST 
REPUTATION IS THE BEST DE- 
GREEFOR CHRIST'S SERVICE 
. . . I belong to the 'Great-God 
Party' and will have nothing to do 
with the 'Little-God Party' . . . 
Christ does not want nibblers of 
the possible, but grabbers of the 
impossible." , 
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ACE SUMMERS * 

"Who is this that cometh from Edam, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah? this that is gLorious in his appareL, traveLing in the great- 
ness of his strength. I that speak in righteousness, mighty to 
save." Isaiah 63: 1. 

HO IS THIS? This, virtually, 
has been one of the para- 
mount questions of all 


ages. This question attracted the 
thoughts of Abraham, invoked a 
response from Moses and stirred 
the deepest emotions and loftiest 
praise of David as he sung his im- 
mortal songs in the plains and on 
the hills of Palestine. The celebrity 
in question was to be the entire 
theme of the Bible. He said in Luke 
24:44-47, "These ere the words 
which I spake unto you, while I 
was yet with you, that all things 
must be fuLfilled, which was writ- 
ten in the Law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psaLms, con- 
cerning me. Then opened he their 
understanding, that they might 
understand the scriptures, and said 
unto them, thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third 
da,y: And that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached 
in his name among all nations, be- 
ginning at J. erusaiem:' In Psalms 
40: 7 He said, "La, I come: in the 
volume of the book it is written of 
me, I delight to do thy will, 0 my 
God." 

WHO IS THIS? This question 
has turned the wisdom of the wise 
men backward. Physicists have 
failed to find the answer in matter 
or energy. Astrologers, in their as: 
tronomonical deductions, have not 
answered it. Geologists, who have 
delved into the Palezoic, Mesozoic 
and the Cenozoic periods, have 
given us no light on this all - im- 
portant question. Yes, it has rung 
down through the corridors of his- 
tory, dipped itself into the far-fiung 
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and remote 'corners of the earth and 
has confronted statesmen, diplo- 
mats, kings and potentates. Theo- 
logians, skeptics, agnostics and in- 
fidels have stood aghast and are 
unworthy of their names. 

Since these supposed Titans are 
all leaky vessels and are unable to 
answer our question, we must turn 

to other sources. 	, 

. LET US CALL IN A FEW WIT- 
NEssEs. Isaiah, WHO IS THIS 
great being that is the mystery of 
the ages? Isaiah answers: "This is 
the mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father and the Prince of Peace." 
Now let us summons the angelic 
host that sang on that memorable 
day when Jesus was born. What did 
they sing? And did not their sing- 
ing answer the question, WHO IS 
THIS? The answer rung through- 
out the world as they sang, "For 
unto you is born this day in the city 
of David, a saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord." Next, hear what the 
forerunner of Jesus said: "Behold 
the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sins of the world." And next, 
hear what one 'Of the greatest men 
of all said, even Paul the Apostle: 

"He is the image of the invisible 
God, the blessed and only poten- 
tate, the King of Kings and the 
Lord of Lords." Even doubting 
Thomas was brought to the stark 
reality of his false impressions and 
had to say, "My Lord and my God." 
N ow, Peter, the apostle is on the 
witness stand: As this man, who 
was given the keyes to the king- 
dom, begins to speak, there is great 
silence in heaven and earth: 

"Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved." He 

continues speaking in positive 
terms: "Therefore let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly, that God 
hath made that same Jesus whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ." 

After hearing what Peter has 
said, Paul can hold his peace no 
longer. He, must return to give 
more proof of the positiveness of 
Jesus Christ: "BEWARE lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy 
and v'ain deceit, after the tradition 
of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ. For in 
Him dwelleth all the [ulnese of the 
Godhead bodily." Writing to Timo- 
thy, his beloved son in the Gospel, 
he further states: "And without 
controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifested in 
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into gLory." 

GREAT MEN TESTIFY 

Now, that we have heard wit- 
nesses out of the Bible, let us listen 
to some of the renowned men out- 
side the Bible. 

1. Mr. O. DeWette, the great critic 
of Germany says: "This only I 
kmoui, in Jesus only is there salva- 
tion." 

2. Jean Jacques Roussean leaves 
this testimony: "If the death of 
Socrates be that of a sage, the life 
and death of Jesus are those of a 
God." 

3. Napoleon, the mighty general, 
recognizes God as supreme. Though 
thou art a great warrior thou 
mighty son of valor, striding 
through the world like a colossus, 
and lighting the darkness at mid- 
night with the fires of battle, what 
is your answer, WHO IS THIS? Na- 
poleon says: "I think I understand 
somewhat of human nature, and I 
tell you, all these (the heroes of 
antiquit,Y) were men, and I am a 
man, but not one was like Him. 
Jesus Christ was more than man. 
Everything in Him amazes me. I see 
nothing here of man. Near as I may 
approach, closely as I may ex- 
amine, all remains above my com- 
prehension ... great with a great- 
ness that crushes me. It is in vain 
that I reflect ... all remains unac- 
countable. I defy you to cite an- 
other life like that of Christ." 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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Fix the World 

A small boy who loved to do things 
with his father was anxious that day for 
his dad to get home from work. 

However, that day had been toll-taking 
on the father, and what he looked for- 
ward to was rest and quiet. yet the boy 
tugged at his father's leg time after time 
with another idea of something they 
could do together. Finally, in total frus- 
tration, the father tore from a magazine a 
page with a world map, tore it into roo 
pieces, handed it to his son and said, 
"Here, go fix the world." "Ah, peace at 
last," he thought. But in a few minutes 
here stood the boy with the page all 
taped back together. "That's incredible, 
son. How did you do it?" 

"It was easy, Dad," said the boy as he 
turned the page over, showing the back 
side of it. "You see, on the other side of 
the picture of the world was a picture of 
a man, and when I got the man straight- 
ened out, the world was ok." 

Note: God once looked down on our 
world and saw it broken into a thousand 
pieces by sin. So, He sent His Son, Jesus, 
to fix it for all who would accept His gift 
of salvation. 

- Helen Perkins 
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New Beginnings 
By Helen Gleason 

Every day is a fresh new start, 
A chance for a new beginning- 
To live better than the day before, 
A day to keep from sinning. 

This day can be a day to spread 
God's love and peace around, 
To thank Him for a lovely world 
Where Nature's gifts abound. 

Each day a new experience, 
A time to thank and pray 
And to feast upon His mercies 
As we make it our Best Day. 

©Helen Gleason 2003 
All rights reserved 




WHAT ABOUT NOW? 

(Continued from page 2) 

response to a question asked by the adversary, "I do 
not know Jesus." But there are other ways of denying 
Him. Paul said of certain supposed-to-be Christians: 

"They profess that they know God; but in works they 
deny him .... " This same apostle also wrote that in 
the last days there would be some "Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof." It is possible 
for one who has received the Holy Ghost to lose his 
spirituality, and fall into the habit of performing 
religious duties in a cold, listless manner. He has a 
form of godliness, but he is denying God the right to 
work in and through him by His Spirit. 

There are certain vital questions that you should ask 
yourself. What about your spiritual experience? When 
you speak of the blessings of God, must it always be of 
something that happened in the long distant past? Do 
you have victory NOW? How long has it been since you 
felt the thrill of God's love burning in your heart? 
When God blesses others in a church service, are you 
blessed? 

What about your experience with God NOW? 




TUCKED AWAY in the tragic record of Jesus' 
arrest in Gethsemane and of His consequent 
arraignment before the Jewish court, is a verse that 
teaches a valuable lesson. It reads, "Now Peter sat 
without in the palace .... " These words form the 
preface to Peter's denial of Jesus. In its entirety, the 
gloomy account presents Peter at his wretched worst, 
committing the sin that hurled him from the pinnacle 
of self-confidence into the abyss of near despair. 

To learn the vital lesson 'in the foregoing verse, 
marked emphasis must be placed on the word now. 
This word denotes the present, and seems to imply that 
Peter's conduct at that time stood in sharp contrast to 
his deeds of the past. 

In happier times, before this day when Peter's life 
was blighted by pathetic failure, he had been a man of 
remarkable achievements--a man worthy of honor. To 
begin with, he was deeply sincere. This is seen in his 
forsaking his means of livelihood to follow Jesus, 
simply because he had been commanded to do so. As a 
disciple, Peter had been highly respected by his Lord. 
He had been chosen as one of the "big three." In 
addition to this, he had been a man of outstanding 
faith. Through faith, he had walked on the surging 
waves of storm-tossed Galilee, a feat of faith never 
duplicated by any mere mortal. True, he had begun to 
sink, but do not lose sight of the fact that he had 
walked on the water before this occurred, and had no 
doubt walked on the water again, as he and Jesus had 
returned to the boat. Finally, Peter had been a man 
richly blessed. To him Jesus had given the revelation 
of His deity. 

The profile of Peter in the above paragraph is 
presented for one reason-to show the possibility of 
one's falling after he has risen to the heights.· 
Now ... NOW .. NOW-Peter sat without, and denied 
his Lord. 

Can you imagine Peter in a testimony service thirty 
minutes after his denial? Perhaps he would not have 
spoken at all. This we know: to have said anything 
edifying, his testimony would necessarily have been 
prefaced with some such remark as this: "I remember 
the time .... " He would have been forced to speak of r- 
past victories, or none at all, for he was NOW living a 
life of defeat. 

This brings into focus an undeniable fact: Past 
victories and achievements are of no personal value in 
the time of present failure and defeat. And he who 
does not NOW have victory, condemns himself when 
he speaks of'the past. The question naturally arises, "If 
then, why not NOW?" 

Certainly there are few Christians who would say, in 
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