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CHRIST IS
THE ANSWER

OUR GOAL:          REACHING FOR LOST SOULS FOR CHRIST WHILE THERE IS TIME

 Strength for the Day 
When burdens press and shadows fall, 

And hope feels faint, so very small, 
Lift up your heart, don’t be dismayed—

 God walks beside you, unafraid.

He knows the weight your soul must bear, 
He hears each whispered, weary prayer, 

And though the road may twist and wind, 
His grace is sure, His love is kind.

Each morning brings a brand-new start, 
With peace to calm the anxious heart, 

A quiet strength, a gentle touch, 
To show that God still cares so much.

No trial comes beyond His view, 
No storm too fierce for Him and you, 

He gives the courage to endure, 
A faith that’s steadfast, strong, and pure.

So face the day with lifted eyes, 
The sun will rise in clearer skies, 

And though the night may seem so long, 
God’s promise stands—He makes you strong.

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in Him, and 
He helps me.” —Psalm 28:7               G.H.
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Greetings to the Saints of God!

Service Schedule:
Sunday Morning
Word & Worship

10:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening
Word & Worship

6:00 p.m.

Tuesday Evening
Bible Study

7:30 p.m.

Thursday 
Evening

Youth Service
7:30 p.m.

Phone:
270-584-4248

The Christian Tabernacle Church
1406 Tucker Schoolhouse Road
Madisonville, Kentucky 42434
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Please remember To pray for this Newspaper!

Don’t Forget!
To write to America’s Christian Newspaper if you 

want to be on our mailing list.
You can also text us your name and address 

to 270-339-0873 and we will be glad 
to send you the next issue.

Oh Yes! Don’t forget to send a donation 
to keep this great paper alive.

    Pastor Junior and Brenda Tingle
Greetings in the wonderful name of Jesus 
As we reflect on the goodness of God, our 
hearts overflow with gratitude. 

Brother Junior Tingle

 What a joy it is to witness His hand at work—in our lives, in our communities, and 
through the pages of this very newspaper. Every article, every testimony, every truth 
shared is a beacon of light in a world that so desperately needs the hope of the Gospel.

We thank God for this publication and its unwavering commitment to reaching the 
lost and strengthening the found. It is more than ink on paper—it is a ministry, a 
lifeline, a voice crying out in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!”

To each of you who read, pray, and support this outreach: you are deeply appreciated. 
Your prayers fuel the mission. Your encouragement uplifts the weary. Your 
faithfulness helps carry the message of salvation to hearts that are searching. You are 
co-laborers in Christ, and your impact is eternal.

We know that life brings daily struggles—some seen, many unseen. But take heart: 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. He is our provider, our 
healer, our sustainer, and our joy. In every moment, He is enough. And in every trial, 
He is near.

Let this letter be a reminder that you are not alone. You are part of a mighty family of 
believers, united in purpose and anchored in truth. Keep pressing forward. Keep 
shining your light. Keep lifting up the name of Jesus.

With hearts full of thanksgiving and eyes fixed on eternity, we celebrate all that God 
has done—and all that He will continue to do through you.
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Q
& A

uestions

nswers     By David Gray 

 Question 

Everybody thinks I am a top-notch Christian. My pastor
is always putting me up and wanting me to take more
jobs in the church. It isn’t that I can’t do them; I can. The
thing is that I have a besetting sin. He doesn’t know it; in
fact, nobody knows it. I try and try to overcome it, but
before I know it I have failed again. It is not something I
can talk about. I feel so guilty and unclean. I do not want
to be a hypocrite. What should I do?

Answer:

I am glad you have a tender conscience that will not permit you to 
keep putting up a big front while all the time you go on sinning. I 
hope you will always have that kind of conscience. At the same 
time, you should not continue on the way you are, sinning and 
living under condemnation while your pastor wonders why you 
do not seem to want to advance in the service of the Lord. He may 
suspect that something is not right in your life, or he may think 
that you are backward and lazy, or simply not spiritually minded 
enough to value the opportunities he gives you. However he may 
feel about you, he certainly loves you and wants God’s best for 
you, while all the time you are not honest enough or do not have 
courage enough to let him know the real reason for your 
reluctance to be more active in church.  Actually, you are not fair 
with him, neither are you fair with yourself. By continuing to hide 
your sin you are inr eality making it more attractive to you. 
The more you hide it the stronger it becomes in your life, for you 
are protecting it by not exposing it. And it will continue to have 
power over you as long as you protect it.

Proverbs 28:13 tells us, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” This is 
exactly what you mustdo: confess and forsake. Forsaking is not 
nearly so hard once you stop protecting the sin and expose it by 
confessing it.
Then we come to that marvelous promise to all who, like you, are 
troubled with sin in their lives, I John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” Cleansing is what you need and want. But you 
cannot have it without confessing your sin. Confession should be 
made, without exception, to God in prayer. Tell Him all about it. He 
knows it already, but confession is important to help you 
acknowledge the sin itself, which is an essential part of repentance. 
(See Jeremiah 3:13.) This is what David did (Psalm 51:3), and he 
was forgiven.

Before you assume,       
LEARN

Before you judge,
 UNDERSTAND 
Before you hurt 

FEEL
Before you say, 

THINK !



AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER	AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER 

SPECIALNOTICE NOTICE ABOUT ABOUT PACKAGESPACKAGES 
We We are are sending sending out out a a limited limited number number of of bulk bulk packages, packages, due due to to the 

amount of newspapers that we are printing .
We have many faithful supporters supporters who who are are receiving receiving the the newspaper newspaper 

in in bulk. bulk.  If If you you wish wish to to receive receive a a package package ofof papers, papers, 6 6 papers papers is is the the 
least least we we can can mail mail out, out, please please keep keep your your addressaddress current current with with us us as as 
packages packages that that are are returned returned are are very very costly. costly. 

This This newnew age age of of Technology Technology has has many many people people reading reading online online if if you you 
do do receive receive ourour newspaper newspaper and and enjoy enjoy it it please please consider consider a a donation donation so so 
that that we we can can reachreach others others with with the the Gospel.Gospel.  

AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER 

Nov-Dec 2025AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER4

Beyond Belief A Biblical Study of Salvation  
Welcome to Beyond Belief: A Biblical Study of Salvation. This  study is simply an honest, open-minded look at what the scriptures say 
about salvation. This study is not designed to degrade any  experience or relationship you may have with Jesus Christ. Many  of you have 
accepted Jesus Christ as your savior and have given  your heart to Him. No doubt, that was the most important decision  of your life. 
God always responds when we make a sincere effort  to draw closer to Him. The point of this study is simple. Was your  salvation 
journey complete when you committed your life to Jesus  Christ, or was it just the beginning? The road of religion takes us  down many 
different paths, but this study is not about religion. If  you disagree with this study, it has only cost you a few minutes of  your time, but if 
you see where God has more for you, then your  time will be well-invested. 
 Understand, man has taken the Bible and confused its simple  message. By incorrectly dividing God's Word, and placing  emphasis on 
certain scriptures while de-emphasizing others, man  has made this road map say many different things. Although the  Bible contains 
many mysteries, and some things we may never fully understand, the way of salvation is very clear. As you will see when we walk 
through the scriptures in chronological order, only one  message of salvation is possible.  

Personal Responsibility  
When it comes to our salvation, the Bible has squarely placed the  responsibility upon each individual. Second Peter 1:10 says "give  
diligence to make your calling and election sure; for if ye do these  things ye shall never fall." Whether you agree or disagree with this  
study, by taking the time to read this, you are giving diligence to the greatest need in your life, and that is your salvation.  
Philippians 2:12 tells us to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. We, as individuals, must lay aside any denominational  
bias and personal preconceptions and study the Word of God with  an open mind, and work out our salvation with the understanding  
that it is the single most important thing we will ever do in our lives.  This study is an opportunity to look at what the scripture has to say 
about salvation. Open your mind and your heart as we study the  teachings of Christ and then follow the actions of the disciples after His 
ascension. 
 I dare say most of us have never taken our salvation assurance to  this level. Many of us have simply accepted what we have been  taught 
and have never objectively explored the scriptures for  ourselves. Others of us may have joined a church because we  liked the pastor, 
enjoyed what we felt, and been encouraged by  what we heard. Thus, we simply accepted what was presented as  the plan of salvation. 
The problem is the Bible doesn't teach us to  accept whatever we are taught or to embrace whatever feels good  or sounds good. Proverbs 
tells us there is a way that There is something about this salvation journey that takes us off  the broad road and puts us on a narrow path.

 We cannot follow  the crowd or worry about what others may do. We must work out  our own salvation with fear and trembling. We 
must give diligence to the greatest calling in our lives, which is to know we are saved  according to His Word.  seemeth right  unto man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death (16:25). We  must make certain our salvation is completely scriptural and not  just what seems 
right or feels good. Although it is not "religiously  correct" to say it, the Bible teaches that narrow is the way that leads to life and few 
there be that find it (Matthew 7:14).  

A Plan  
First, we must understand God has always had a plan. His plan  has 
always been very specific. He has never offered multiple ways to get to 
Him. We can go all the way back to the beginning of His  Word to 
understand this. God accepted Abel's offering but rejected Cain's. 
Cain was a farmer, and as a farmer, he brought the fruit of  the 
ground as a sacrifice. Cain was bringing something that was  
important to him and something he had worked to produce. Yet,  God 
rejected it because it was not according to His divine plan. To  our 
human reasoning, what Cain brought should have sufficed, but it was 
not what God had required. 

(continued on page 5
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Beyond Belief A Biblical Study of Salvation continued:
We must understand, we cannot rely on what seems right and what makes sense to us, since that  would change with each individual. We 
must rely totally on what  has never changed, and that is the Word of God.  
When God told Noah He would destroy the world, He gave him  exact specifications on how he was to build the ark. God did not  offer 
Noah a general concept, but instead gave very specific and detailed instructions.  
When we study the Tabernacle Plan in the Old Testament, we find there was a certain order and specific directions for what the priest 
must do in order for sins to be forgiven. The priest could not alter  this in any way and live. He had to follow the specific and detailed  plan 
as it was laid out for him by God.  The Bible clearly tells us He is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). We have not 
arrived at this dispensation to find that, all of a sudden, God is offering us a buffet line of whatever  we choose for our salvation. God still 

has a very clear and specific  plan.  Foundation 
Everything that endures is built on a solid foundation. The foundation we will use for this study are the very scriptures that teach us how 
to study the Word of God.  ALL scripture is given by 

 inspiration of God and is profitable 
 for Doctrine ....  II Timothy 3:16 

If we are to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, and if we are to make our calling and election sure, we must first be certain 
that we take all scriptures related to salvation and doctrine. We cannot pick and choose only the scriptures we are familiar with or 
select just the ones that fall within our comfort zone and still be assured of our salvation. Thus, the first step in an objective study of 
salvation is to take all scripture. The second step is that we must rightly divide·the Word.   

Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.       II Timothy 2:15 

In the above scripture, Paul was instructing Timothy on the importance of correctly dividing the Word. Since Paul spoke of a right way to 
divide the Word, there must, obviously, be a wrong way. Therefore, in order to rightly divide the Word, let's explore what the Bible says 
about salvation one book at a time and with an awareness of the chronological order in which the events of the New Testament occurred. 

Matthew Mark Luke John     ACTS     Romans Corinthians
In this study we will start with the four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, which all record the words of Christ. We will examine 
the things Jesus said in relation to salvation, and then we will go to the next book, the Book of Acts: the book where the church first 
began. In the Book of Acts, we will see where the things Christ taught during His ministry are totally fulfilled. 
The final scripture we will use as part of our foundation is found in Hebrews. 

How shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation; which at the first 
began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard him;  Hebrews 2:3 

Hebrews plainly lays out the formula for this great salvation:  1. Find what was first spoken by the Lord, which will 
take us to the four gospels. 2. Find out what was confirmed by those that heard Him. The only place where we can find this confirmation is 
in the book of Acts. Following this formula, we will see an incredible picture of fulfillment and confirmation of this great salvation spoken 
of in Hebrews 2:3. Very simply put, we are about to see what the Lord spoke and then follow those that heard him and see what message 

they confirmed.     Summary of The Foundation 
What separates this salvation study from other studies is the obedience to these three foundational scriptures. When we look 
objectively at what was first spoken by the Lord, it is important that we take all scripture and not just John 3:16, which states that, 
"whosoever believeth in him should not perish .... " While believing is very important, Christ speaks of much more.  (continued page 6)



	 AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER	 6

Beyond Belief A Biblical Study of Salvation continued:
Once we have read and understood the words of Christ, we must then look to those that heard him. What do their words and actions 
confirm? This forces us to rightly divide the Word of God by going to the very next book, which is the book of Acts - no jigsaw puzzle 
to put together, no leaving out certain scriptures, no jumping around, no mystery to solve. We will simply let the chronological 
events unfold and reveal this "so great salvation.     Teachings of Christ 
When beginning a study of salvation, the logical thing to do is to thoroughly examine the words of the One that will one day be our 
judge and to make sure we fulfilled everything He said. Don't take man's word for it, but study His teachings to show yourself 
approved unto God. The next four verses are taken directly from the four Gospels and are all words of Jesus Christ. These verses 
record Christ's directives and teachings that will lead us to make our calling and election sure. In addition to these four verses, more 
scriptures that reinforce and repeat Jesus's teachings are listed at the end of this study. Take your Bible and follow along as we work   
HERE WE GO 
  Matthew 16:18-19         And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will  build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and- whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Here we find something that is 
very critical in our search for salvation. 
In verses 18 and 19, Jesus put an amazing amount of trust in Peter. Because Peter understood who Jesus was, he was given the Keys to 
the Kingdom of Heaven. These keys were not a literal set of  keys; these keys are the words that Peter would speak. Whatever Peter 
binds and whatever he looses will be backed by the Kingdom of God. If we truly desire to be part of the Kingdom of Heaven, would it 
not make sense to follow the man who has the keys to unlock the door? Shouldn't Peter be the one we watch and listen to when it 
comes to our salvation? 
Peter was the one Jesus trusted to show us the way. Understand, Jesus is now bound by His word, and if Peter preaches anything 
that contradicts what Jesus has already taught, we have a problem. But as we will see, there is no contradiction only an 
incredible confirmation. Many people turn to the writings of Paul to explain salvation. While Paul was a great man of God and an 
apostle, and while he wrote many powerful things in his letters, he did not arrive on the scene until after the plan of salvation had been 
clearly established. 
Paul was never given the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven as was Peter, so why would we dismiss or explain away what Peter preached 
and rely solely upon Paul's writings to define salvation? Besides, if we study all the teachings of Paul, we will find that he actually 
obeyed and confirmed what Peter preached. Again, we must rightly divide the Word of God. Now that we have established that Christ 
entrusted Peter with the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven, let's continue our study of what Christ taught His disciples about salvation. 
Mark 16:16  He that believeth and is baptized Here Jesus ties two things to being saved: we must believe and we must be baptized. He 
didn't say, " ... he that believeth shall be saved." His statement in Mark 16:16 is, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 
Since Jesus used the conjunction and, can we just pick one of the two and say, "I just choose to believe," and negate the necessity of 
baptism? Jesus presents believing and baptism as equally important? Many have said baptism is a good thing, but it is not necessary 
tor salvation. As we will see, not only is it absolutely necessary for salvation, but a specific formula as well as a specific purpose for 
baptism are clearly recorded in scripture. shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. Along with believing and baptism, 
Jesus points us to Jerusalem where two very important elements of our salvation would be preached: repentance and remission of sins. 
In the verse below, Jesus references Old Testament scriptures that were written about the Messiah and explains to His disciples that 
these scriptures are referring to Him. Luke 24:47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
At the very core of our salvation experience our sins must be dealt with: to repent and have our sins totally remitted through His name 
is a critical message. The fact that Jesus tells us these things will be preached beginning at Jerusalem should not be overlooked. In the 
following scripture, Jesus tells us what will happen when we believe as the scriptures direct us to believe. 
 38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of water.  39(But this spake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 
John 7:38-39  In these verses Jesus teaches that when we believe according to scripture  (continued on page 7)
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Beyond Belief A Biblical Study of Salvation continued:
we should receive the Holy Ghost. The problem with a common but faulty interpretation of salvation lies in the fact that 
many people believe, but have negated the necessity of the Holy Ghost. They align their belief with only certain select scriptures. 
Remember, 2 Timothy 3:16 instructs us that all scripture is profitable for doctrine. As we will see, when we incorporate all 
scripture and "believe on Him as the scripture hath said," the Holy Ghost is something promised to us and is a sign of our true 
belief.  Summary of Jesus Christ's Teachings 
 We have just taken a walk through the gospels and studied what Jesus taught during His ministry. Let's quickly summarize. 

1. The salvation message would begin at Jerusalem - Luke 24:47
2. Peter has the keys - Matthew 16:18-19
3. We must believe - Mark 16:16, John 7:38
4. We must repent - Luke 24:47
5. We must be baptized - Mark 16:16
6. Remission of sins would be in His name - Luke 24:47

7. Believers should receive the Holy Ghost - John 7:38

The Confirmation 
Now that we have seen what was "first spoken by the Lord," we will find in the scriptures where those who heard him confirmed His 
teachings. Let us continue to rightly divide the Word and follow it in the order the events occurred and not jump from book to book as 
if this were a puzzle to be to put together. 
We will now go to the very next book, the book of Acts, where the Church begins. Watch, as through the next several verses how this 
confirmation is revealed. A few things to note in the beginning of Acts: 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: Jesus has just spent forty days 
after His resurrection speaking to His disciples of things pertaining to the kingdom of:God. 
After forty days of intense teaching with the resurrected savior, I doubt they were confused about what He wanted them to do. Therefore, what 
happens in the next few chapters is exactly what God had in mind. Remember, this great salvation would be confirmed "by them that heard 
him" (Hebrews 2:3). We must understand that these disciples were the very ones that had heard Him. In verse nine, after His final words to His 
disciples, Jesus ascends. Acts 1:9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of 
their sight. 
Now for the first time, everything He lived and died for is ready to be put into action. Watch what happens as we simply walk through the 
scriptures and view the events just as they occurred: Acts 1:12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from 
Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. They returned unto Jerusalem. Remember, in Luke 24:47 Jesus directed us to Jerusalem. If we are wanting to 
make sure we are following the message correctly, we must start at the beginning and not somewhere in the middle. We are now at the right 
place where Jesus said this message of repentance and remission of sins would be preached for the first time. 
Now, let's go to the next chapter. They returned to Jerusalem and gathered in the upper room to wait for the promise Jesus told them was 
coming. The Holy Ghost falls on them and they begin to speak in other tongues (Acts 2:1-4). Focus on what happens next: a multitude gathers. 
Notice what the bible says in verses 12-13. 12And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 130thers 
mocking said, These men are full of new wine. Acts 2:12-13 At this point, these people who are in doubt and are mocking them are not 
believers. Remember what Jesus taught - we must believe in order to be saved. So, let's review the elements to make sure we 
have the entire picture: after His resurrection, Jesus had just spent an additional forty days teaching and training His disciples. He 
then ascended, after which, they returned to Jerusalem, and now, for the first time since they have fulfilled what Jesus told them to do, 
unbelievers are present. Watch what happens. 14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men 
of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: Acts 2:14 Who responds to the doubters and 
the mockers or unbelievers? Peter. Remember in Matthew 16:19 it was Peter that was given the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Notice what 
comes together in just a few verses: they are in the right place with the right man preaching and unbelievers are present. Let's see what occurs: 

(continued on page 8)
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Beyond Belief A Biblical Study of Salvation  (continued from Nov-Dec 2019 Issue)

Peter begins to preach to them (verses 14-36). Observe what happens in verse 37 after Peter finished preaching. 37Now when they heard this they were 
pricked in their heart and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren what shall we do? Acts 2:37 
Peter has now taken the doubters and mockers from unbelief  to where they now believe. They are no longer mocking but, instead, are asking what they 
need to do. Also, remember, this "great salvation" would be confirmed by them that heard him. This question by unbelievers of "what shall we do" is asked 
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, the ones that just spent forty days with the Understand what has happened up to this point: 
1.)They are at the right place - Jerusalem. 2.)They have the right man - Peter. 3.)Unbelievers have been taken to the point where they 
now believe and are asking, " ... what shall we do?" 4. For the first time since Jesus ascension, salvation is about to be taught to a lost world. To skip this 
next verse and to go to any other scripture is not rightly dividing the Word of God. In answer to the question what shall we do, Peter, the man that is 
about to open up to us the kingdom of Heaven, presents a plan that will either confirm or contradict the teachings of Christ. As we are about to see, there is 
no contradiction, but an amazing picture of fulfillment. Notice Peter's response. 38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized everyone of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Acts 2:38 In verse 38, Peter gives a specific answer of 
what they must do after they have believed. These three things fulfill exactly what Jesus taught. 1.)Repentance (Luke 24:47) 2.)Baptism (Mark 16:16) 
In Jesus Name for the remission of sins (Luke 24:47) 3.)Receiving the Holy Ghost (John 7:38) 
Let us recall what Hebrews 2:3 states. 3How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard him; Hebrews 2:3 The table below provides an overview of what was spoken by the Lord and the corresponding 
confirmation by Peter and the apostles (them that heard him).

Spoken by the Lord  Confirmed by Peter and the apostles 
Repentance    Repentance 

Luke 24:47  Acts 2:38 
Baptism                Baptism  

Mark 16:16  Acts 2:38 
        Remission of sins in his name  In the name of Jesus Christ for 

Luke 24:47  the remission of sins   Acts 2:38
        Believers receive the Holy  Shall receive the Holy Ghost 

Ghost  John 7:38              Acts 2:38 
Summary of The Confirmation 
In just a few verses, Peter, the man with the keys, fulfills everything Jesus taught in His ministry regarding salvation and what it takes in order to be part of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. When we take all scripture, rightly divide the Word of God, study what was taught by the Lord and what was confirmed by them 
that heard him, the logical conclusion is that Acts 2:38 is the only possible method of salvation. But let us assume, just for a moment, that we are not yet 
convinced of the three obvious steps listed above and that Acts' 2:38 was more of a suggestion rather than the actual plan of salvation. If we take a second 
look at what Christ not only taught but what He exampled, we will see the beauty of truth and how God's salvation plan is repeated and confirmed 
throughout scripture. 
Additional Evidence 
Most Christian denominations agree on the fact that we must believe and that repentance is necessary, but then they attempt to explain away the necessity 
of being baptized in Jesus name and receiving the Holy Ghost. At this point we must not rely on human reasoning or any religious teachings that are 
formed, from man's opinions. When it comes to our eternal salvation, we' must follow exactly what the Word of God so plainly reveals. With that in mind, 
let's take a second look at what Jesus exampled. Matthew 3:16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, 10, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: Matthew 3:16 
Here we find Jesus showing us two very important things. First, we find the creator of the world being baptized, and second, the Spirit descending upon 
him. At this point, we may not fully understand the significance of the Spirit descending and how that applies to us. This will become clear as we proceed. 
However, after reading this scripture, the debate over the necessity of baptism should be over. Some have erroneously relegated baptism to an act separate 
and apart from salvation in an attempt to negate its necessity. We have the man without any sin in the Jordan River being baptized, so how can we, who are 
born in sin, even question whether or not baptism is essential for our salvation? His example aligns with what He stated in Mark 16:16, " ... he that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved." Peter also states in I Peter 3:21, " ... baptism doth also now save us."  
Two important truths to take from what Jesus,exampled: 1.)He goes down into the water in baptism. (Note that His baptism was by immersion.) 2.)The 
Spirit descends. The next verse is one of the most powerful in the Word of God. Jesus is very clear about what it takes to enter the Kingdom of God. 

(continued on page 9
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Beyond Belief continued

 John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born ot water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
In John 3:5, when Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus and spoke with Him face to face, Jesus answers him very directly. He states that you cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God unless born of the water and the Spirit. This is not some religious system trying to make it difficult. No, it is Jesus Himself 
saying two things must happen before a man can be part of that kingdom. Jesus clearly states that somewhere in our salvation experience we must have a 
water birth and a Spirit birth, or we will not enter the Kingdom of God. Many have argued that Jesus is not speaking of baptism or the Holy Ghost and have 
tried to explain away this scripture. However, we know we cannot rely on a theory or a personal interpretation. We must follow what is validated by the 
scriptures. Let us watch as the scriptures give four different accounts of the importance and necessity of baptism (water birth) and the in filling of the Holy 
Ghost (Spirit birth). 
 Acts,8:14-17  Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 
15Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 16(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) "Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. In these verses we see lost people that 
believed Phillip's preaching. When they believed, they obeyed Phillip and did two things: 
1. They were baptized (born of water)
2. They received the Holy Ghost (born of Spirit).
In Acts 9:1-6 we find the story of the conversion of Paul who wrote the majority of the New Testament. God stops him on the way to Damascus and tells him
to go into the city where he will be told what he must do. Obviously, when he is blinded and hears, a voice from heaven, he quickly becomes a believer, but
what is it that he must do from that point onward? 17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost. Acts 9:17  Acts 9:18  And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.
In verses 17 and 18, again we find two things that occur.
1. He is told, be filled with the Holy Ghost (born of Spirit).
2. He arose and was baptized (born of water).
Acts 10:1-5 tells the story of Cornelius, who was a devout, God- fearing man who had a sincere relationship with God. Yet, we find God has Cornelius send
for Peter to tell him what he needed to do in order to be saved (Acts 11 :14). This means that there was still more required of him than just being a good
person and believing in God. Acts 10:44-48 tells what happens during Peter's visit to Cornelius.
Acts 1 0:44-48  44While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45And they of the circumcision which believed
were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46For they heard them speak with
tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well
as we? 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. Notice there are only two things that
change for Cornelius and his household in Acts chapter 10:
1. They receive the Holy Ghost (born of Spirit)
2. They are baptized (born of water).

In our last scripture text we find Paul, the writer of the majority of the New testament, focused on two things.  Acts 19:1-6  'And it came to pass, that, while 
Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 2He said unto them, Have ye received 
the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3And he said unto them, Unto 
what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. "Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. "And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.  
These scriptures record Paul "finding certain disciples" and he asks only two questions: 
1. Have ye received the Holy Ghost (born of Spirit)?
2. How were you baptized (born of water)?
Why these two questions? Because Paul understood that Jesus had put two things into motion that were absolutely essential - we must be born of water and
of Spirit. Summary of Water and Spirit A common theme that runs through these four chapters is the ultimate importance of being baptized and being filled
with the Holy Ghost, thus fulfilling John 3:5 - a water and a Spirit birth. In verse 7 of John 3 we see where Jesus says, "Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye MUST be born again."." When Saul (later renamed Paul) had his encounter with Jesus in Acts 9, we find that Jesus uses this same word must
again.. He tells Saul to "Arise and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou MUST do."

(continued on page 10
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Is it simply a coincidence that the two things that Saul is required to do are be baptized and receive the Holy Ghost? These two things just so happen to 
fulfill the must from John 3:5 - a water and spirit birth. Is it a coincidence when Paul finds certain disciples in Acts 19 that his only concern is their baptism 
and if they have received the Holy Ghost? Obviously, what was a must for him was also a must for them. 
Is it a coincidence in Acts 10 that the only thing recorded in this chapter that took Cornelius from unsaved to saved is baptism and the Holy Ghost?  
Is it a coincidence that Peter, the man with the keys to the kingdom, in his message on the day of Pentecost included baptism and Holy Ghost when 
unbelievers asked, " ... what shall we do?" The beauty of truth is how this simple message is repeated over and over. In the Word of God there are no 
coincidences. Man has devised many theories to explain away John 3:5 in an attempt to negate the necessity of baptism (water birth) and being filled with 
the Holy Ghost (spirit birth) but, as stated in the beginning of this book, we cannot rely on man nor can we base our eternal salvation on clever theories; we 
must follow what His Word has revealed. Simply put, John 3:5 is the verbal expression of Jesus' actions (Matthew 3:16). 
Conclusion 
Not only did Christ teach baptism and the Holy Ghost during His ministry, but also in the book of Acts we find overwhelming evidence of this teaching being 
fulfilled. Whether it was to believers or to unbelievers, the message was the same: they were baptized (born of water) and received the Holy Ghost (born of 
Spirit). Confessing and accepting Christ and saying a sinner's prayer are all positive steps toward God, and they bring us into a relationship with Him. Yet, 
to stop at this point would not fulfill the scriptural plan of salvation. We must have more than a relationship with God, we must be born again. We cannot 
get caught up in what religion .teaches or what man thinks or theorizes. We must follow to the letter what has stood the test of time: the rightly divided Word 
of God If we could have been in Jerusalem when Peter preached his first message after Christ's ascension, we would have heard him confirm the message of 
repentance, baptism, and the Holy Ghost that was first spoken by the Lord. If we could have been there that night when Jesus spoke to Nicodemus, we would 
understand the essentiality of a water and Spirit birth. The beauty of truth is how His words to Nicodemus so perfectly align with Peter's message in Acts 
2:38 - a message of baptism (water birth) and the Holy Ghost (spirit birth). One simple question every Christian believer must answer is, "Do I know for 
certain that I have been born of the water and of the Spirit?" We must understand that there is no room for an incorrect or faulty interpretation. Jesus was 
very clear. Without these two elements, we will never enter the kingdom of God. The story of Cornelius in Acts Chapter 10 proves more is required of us than 
just living a good life and believing in God. Whether you are an unbeliever, a Cornelius, or a disciple, ask yourself, what would God have me do? The 
answer is simple, it is what each of them did, and that is fulfill John 3:5 and Acts 2:38. They were born of water (baptized) and born of Spirit (received the 
Holy Ghost). So What Next? 1. Repent. The Bible says a" have sinned and come short of the· glory of God. Whether saint or sinner, we a" need repentance. 
When we sincerely ask Him for forgiveness, the Bible says He is faithful and just to forgive us of a" our sins. 2. Be baptized in Jesus name. Find a church 
that will baptize you in the only formula recorded in scripture: in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. In a" scripture, there is only one way anyone was ever 
baptized, and that was in the name of the Lord or the Lord Jesus. Nowhere in the Bible is anyone baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost. So, in Acts 2:38 when Peter instructed the crowd to be baptized in the name of Jesus, did he disregard what Jesus said in Matthew 28:19? 
Absolutely not. We must remember that Matthew 28:16 says eleven men went with Jesus to Galilee (One of those eleven was Peter.). Thus, only eleven men 
heard Jesus's expression in verse 19. Therefore, they were the ones best qualified to interpret what He meant. That is why Peter said, on the Day of 
Pentecost, " ... in the name of Jesus Christ." With those words Peter fulfilled what Jesus said and that was to Baptize in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost, and that name is Jesus. Jesus is the redemptive New Testament name of the eternal Godhead. The angel told Mary in Luke 
1 :31, "behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS." Jesus himself said in John 5:43, "I am come in my 
Father's name .... " He said in John 14:26, "The Holy Ghost is sent in his name .... " Consequently, the valid expression of the Father/ Son/Holy Ghost in 
name is Jesus. One principle that runs throughout the New Testament is the power of the name of Jesus. 
• Healings were commanded in the name of Jesus (Acts 3:6).
• Signs and wonders were performed in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:30).
• The disciples preached in the name of Jesus (Acts 8:25).
• They were persecuted because of the name of Jesus (Acts 4:18).
• Spirits were subject to the name of Jesus (Luke 10:17)
• New believers and disciples were baptized in the name of Jesus (Acts 8:12, Acts 19:5).
• We are directed in whatever we do, in word or deed, to do all in the name of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17).
• Salvation is in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:12).
In light of all these scriptural directives and examples, why would we be baptized any other way Ask God to fill you with His Holy Spirit, First, we must 
understand this is a gift that is promised to everyone. We will notice in scripture that there is a sound that accompanies this born-again experience of 
receiving the Holy Ghost. John 3:8
complied by Tim Waters to purchase Beyond Belief Booklets additional copies call 318-487-8997
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Lost In the House  of God 
In Luke 15:8-10 the Parable of the Lost Coin 
was an illustration used to show God's joy over 
finding the lost. In this parable we find a woman 
searching and sweeping her house for her lost 
coin. 
This coin was one of ten silver coins that were 
part of a headdress called a Semedi. The 
headdress given to her by her betrothed stood 
for their coming marriage. It was a symbol of 
their commitment to each other. 
The lost coin held significant value both 
materially and emotionally. The coin here was a 
Drachma, the equivalent to a day's wage. Losing 
the coin would be very distressful to the woman 
that lost it. 
The woman with ten silver coins had lost one of 
the coins in the house and lit a lamp, sweeps the 
house and searches carefully until she found it. 
When she found it, she called all her friends and 
neighbors together and said, "Rejoice with me; I 
have found the piece which I had lost." 
Compared to the Parable of the Lost Coin, we 
have souls sitting on the pews in our church who 
are lost. Like the woman searching for her lost 
coin, we need to diligently seek out the lost and 
sweep out unconcern. We need to pray and 
travail until the lost souls are found. 
Remember the woman in the parable? She 
searched in the house till she found that which 
was lost. 
God values every person, and with joy he wants 
to save the lost. In Luke 15:1 O it says "likewise, 
I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repents." 
We must find the lost in Gods house or we will 
become distressed like the woman who lost her 
coin. When we find the lost souls, we can rejoice 
with them. What value and joy they will bring to 
the house of God.   By R. Beck

           This Worry 
If you could take this worry 

That is eating at your heart, Wrap it 
up, and throw it away, 

Then from it completely depart,-
Wouldn't this just be wonderful,-

lmagine the great relief, 
The quietness within your heart, 

The restfulness and peace! 
My friend, this all is possible 

Thru our Savior Jesus Christ, 
The One Who would take each burden 

That comes into our life. 
So wrap your every burden up 

And give it over to Him 
Who promises, when we trust Him, 

To give God's Peace within! 
Ruth V. Eaker 

1 Corinthians I 0: 13; 
Philippians 4:6 & 7

Let Not Your Heart Be 
Troubled 

Whenever I am troubled 
and lost in deep despair 

I bundle all my troubles up 
and go to God in prayer ... 
I tell him I am heartsick 
and lost and lonely, too, 

That my mind is deeply burdened 
and I don't know what to do .....

But I know He stilled the tempest 
and calmed the angry sea 

And I humbly ask if in His Love 
He'll do the same for me ... 
And then I just keep quiet 

and think only thoughts of peace 
And if I abide in stillness 

my "restless murmurings" cease. 
              Helen Steiner Rice 

PEACE
is not

ABSENCE
of Trouble
BUT THE

PRESENSE OF
CHRIST !

Small Steps 
Do not despair, that you cannot 

change The world in a day or two. 
Instead, just give your very best 

In the little things you do. 
Then you will find in days to come 

When taken all together, 
These little steps did change and 

make The world a little better. 
Thomas C. Gallagher 

The best way to be 
successful is to follow the 
advice you give to others.

Virginia Huddleston
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If I were the devil 
by Paul Harvey  

If I were the prince of darkness, I would want 
to engulf the whole  world in darkness.  
I'd have a third of its real estate  and four-
fifths of its population, but I would not be 
happy until I had  seized the ripest apple on 
the tree.  
So I would set about to take over the United 
States and Canada.  
I would begin with a campaign of whispers.  
With the wisdom of a serpent, I  would 
whisper to you as I whispered to Eve: "Do as 
you please."  
To the young I would whisper  that "The 
Bible is a myth." I would  convince them that 
man created God instead of the other way 
around. I'd  confide that "what's bad is good 
and  what's good is 'square. '"  
And the old I would teach to  pray after me, 
"Our Father - who art in Washington."  
I'd educate authors in how to  make lurid 
literature exciting, so  that anything else 
would appear dull, uninteresting. I'd threaten 
television with dirtier movies.  
I'd peddle narcotics to whom I  could. I'd sell 
alcohol to ladies and gentleman of distinction. 
I'd tranquilized the rest with pills.  
If! were the devil, I'd soon have families, 
churches and nations at  war with themselves. 
Until each, in turn, was consumed.  
If I were the devil, I would encourage schools 
to refine intellects  but neglect to discipline 
emotions -  just let those run wild. U ntil well  
before you knew it you'd have to  have drug-
sniffing dogs and metal  detectors at every 
schoolhouse door. 
Within a decade, I'd have prisons overflowing 
and judges promoting pornography.  Soon I 
could evict God from the courthouse and the 
schoolhouse and then from the houses of 
Congress.  
In His own churches, I would  substitute 
psychology for religion  and deify science. I'd 
lure priests  and pastors into misusing.  
children and church money. 
If I were the devil, I'd make the  symbol of 
Easter an egg and symbol of Christmas a 
bottle.  

If I were the devil, I'd make the  symbol of Easter an egg and symbol of 
Christmas a bottle.  
If I were the devil, I'd take from those who have and give to those  who 
wanted until I had killed the  incentive of the ambitious.  
What'll you bet I couldn't get  whole states to promote gambling as the 
way to get rich? .  
I would caution against extremes in hard work, in patriotism and 
moral  conduct.  
I'd convince the young that marriage is old- fashioned, that what you  
see on TV is the way to be. And thus  I could undress you in public and  
lure you into bed with diseases for  which there is no cure.  

In other words, If I were the  devil, I'd just keep right on doing what
he's doing.  

In 
Other 
words,

If  
I were the devil, 

I'd just keep 
right on 
doing 
what 
he's 

doing.

The Cry of The 
Heathen

A cry of woe and fear; 
It is the voice of millions 
Who grope in heathen 
night ; It is the cry of Jesus 
To rise and send them light. 
With every pulse's beating, 
Another soul is gone, 
With all its guilt and sorrow, 
To stand before the Throne. 
And learn with awe and 
wonder 
The story of that grace 
Which God to us had trusted 
For all our fall en race. 
Oh, how the Master's bosom 
Must swell with love and 
pain 
As evermore they meet Him-
That sad and ceaseless 
train; And if He holds us 
guilty 
For all our brothers' blood, 
What answer can we offer 
Before the throne of God?
Author Unknown

   Prepare To Meet Thy God 
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Think On These Things

Nobody cares how 
much you know, until 
they know how much 
you care.

I Will Lift Up Mine Eye's 

"f will lift up mine eye's 
Unto the hill's," David said 
Running from his enemy 
Wishing comfort from his bed 

Fleeing in the wilderness 
Hiding in a cave 
Seeking God for safety 
And his promise he gave 

He knew God would 
Strengthen him, protect and guide 
He felt Gods presence 
Close by his side 

Our battles are not physical 
Yet the attack is real 
We can learn from David 
As he bends his knee to kneel 

"My help comes from the Lord," David 
faithfully proclaimed 
With his eye's lifted up 
And his countenance unashamed 
       Becky Wooten

    REVIVAL

There Will Always Be A 
God
They cannot shell His temple, 
Nor dynamite His throne; 
They cannot bomb His city, 
Nor rob Him of His own. 

They cannot take Him captive, 
Nor strike Him deaf and blind, 
Nor stave Him to surrender, 
Nor make Him change His mind. 

They cannot cause Him panic, 
Nor cut off His supplies, 
They cannot take His kingdom, 
Nor hurt Him with their lies. 

Though all the world be shattered, 
His truth remains the same, 
His righteous laws still potent, 
And "Father" still His name. 

Though we face war and struggle 
And feel their goad and rod, 
We know above confusion There 
always will be God. 

 Albert Leonard Murray

TRUST Never  puts  
a question mark 
where the Lord 

has put a period.

What if = Fear
What if = Faith

Gail
Line
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Stepping Stones: A Path to Peace or Peril?
Walking beside a quiet stream in the woods or a city park, one 
might notice a series of steppingstones placed across the water. 
These stones, carefully positioned, allow us to cross safely from 
one side to the other. It’s a simple image—but one that carries 
profound spiritual meaning.
Just as these stones offer a way across a stream, Satan places 
his own steppingstones across the stream of Better Judgment—
a spiritual divide that separates Christians from the world. 
These stones may seem harmless at first, but they lead to a 
dangerous destination: a wilderness of sin, far from the 
presence of God.
The Bible assures us that with every temptation, the Lord 
provides a way of escape (1 Corinthians 10:13). But 
recognizing the danger is the first step. Let’s examine some of 
the devil’s most common steppingstones—and the scriptural 
escape routes God has lovingly provided.
The Devil’s Steppingstones
Prayerlessness A life without prayer is a life without power. 
Jesus taught that “men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint” (Luke 18:1). James reminds us that “the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 
5:16). Prayer is our lifeline to heaven.
No Testimony Silence about our faith weakens our witness. 
Revelation 12:11 declares, “They overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” Our story 
matters. Speak it boldly.
No Bible Reading Neglecting God’s Word leaves us spiritually 
vulnerable. Paul urges us to “study to shew thyself approved 
unto God” (2 Timothy 2:15), and David wrote, “Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 
119:11).
No Desire for Church Isolation from the body of Christ leads to 
spiritual decline. Hebrews 10:25 warns against “forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together.” Church is not just a building
—it’s a spiritual home.
Love of the World Affection for worldly things dims our love 
for God. James 1:27 calls us to remain “unspotted from the 
world,” and 1 John 2:15–16 cautions, “Love not the world… 
For all that is in the world… is not of the Father.”
Slang and Impure Speech Our words reflect our heart. 1 Peter 
1:15 calls us to be “holy in all manner of conversation,” and 
James 3:11 asks, “Doth a fountain send forth at the same

place sweet water and bitter?”
Petting and Lust Physical intimacy outside of God’s design is a 
dangerous gateway. James 1:15 warns, “Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.”
What Does the World Really Offer?
Some may ask, “What can we get out of life if we don’t partake in 
what the world offers?” The answer is found in Ephesians 5:18: 
“Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit.” The best the world offers is a poor substitute for the 
blessings of the Lord and the peace that passes all understanding.
The Broad Way and Its End
Satan’s path is wide and crowded. Many who wish to turn back 
find themselves swept along by the momentum of the worldly 
crowd. At the end of that road lies a precipice—and beyond it, the 
lake of fire.
Peace vs. the Devil’s Reward
God’s peace is not just the absence of trouble—it’s the presence of 
Christ. It’s calm in the storm, joy in sorrow, and strength in 
weakness. “And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” — Philippians 4:7
The devil’s reward, by contrast, is chaos disguised as pleasure, 
emptiness masked as fulfillment, and destruction dressed in 
glitter. It ends not in peace, but in pain. Not in rest, but in ruin.
Final Thoughts
Each day, we walk beside the stream. The stones are there—some 
placed by God, others by the enemy. The choice is ours. Will we 
step toward safety, or stumble into sin?
Let us choose wisely. Let us pray, testify, read Scripture, gather 
with believers, speak with purity, and walk in holiness. For on the 
other side of Better Judgment lies not the devil’s domain—but the 
kingdom of God, where peace reigns, joy abounds and love never 
ends.

Satan's Steppingstones

Gail
Highlight
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    Setting The     
    World Afire 

To set the world afire with this glorious  truth 
was a commandment from Jesus Himself when 
he said "Go ye into all the world  and preach the 
gospel to every creature."  Pentecostal Fire is 
falling today. It is like a giant fire which is 
spreading out of control  engulfing the hearts and 
lives of hungry men  and women in our world. 
Acts 5:39 says "If it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it, lest haply  ye be found even to fight 
against God.  Throughout the centuries Satan has 
been  waging a constant warfare against the 
people  of God, but God has always found a way 
to  use this warfare to defeat Satan himself.  
In the Old Testament we find the Children of 
Israel with the Red Sea before them and  the 
armies of Pharaoh behind them. It looked as 
though all was lost, and perhaps they  would 
never see a Promised Land. But God  used the 
armies of Pharaoh that day to prove  to them that 
no matter what encounter Satan  puts before 
them, that He would see them  through. So was 
the case with the Philistines. Satan had God's 
people backed against a wall and  trembling at 
the site of his gigantic master-  piece, but God in 
His simplicity used a  shepherd boy, with a sling 
and five stones, to  prove to His people that no 
matter how big  the odds, He had promised to be 
their God,  and He would fight their battles for 
them.  
Early New Testament times found Satan  still in 
pursuit of God's people. The fires of  Pentecost 
had no more than fallen than did  the fires of 
persecution begin. Although with each 
persecution there came a force which  spread this 
new gospel to the utmost parts of the then known 
world. However, as many of the early church 
Christians died, and the fires of persecution 
increased, the fires of Pentecost were being 
stamped on by opposition.  But God had not 
forgotten what the Prophet  Joel had prophesied 
of and Peter had once again spoken 

 of on the day of Pentecost, in  Acts 2:16-18 
when he said,this is that which was spoken 
through the Prophet, Joel.  And it shall come 
to pass in the last days,  saith God, that I will 
pour out of My Spirit  upon all flesh and your 
sons and daughters shall prophesy, your 
young men shall see  visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams. And upon my servants 
and my handmaiden in those days will I pour 
out my Spirit and they  shall prophesy."  This 
gospel spread quickly
the apostles turned the world upside down
Act chapter 17
How did it all come about? By clean living, a 
standard of Holiness, and a  desire for the 
Spirit of God to dwell in one's  life. It is our 
duty to see that our lives meet  these three 
qualifications so we ourselves can continue to 
set the world afire with this  glorious gospel.  
Yes, there will still be trials and persecu-  
tions. Satan is still challenging God in his race 
against eternity. He has unleashed every  
Satanic Force imaginable in our world today.  
But thank God for the promise which Paul  
wrote of in Romans 8:31 when he said, "And  
what shall we say of these things? for if God  
be for us, who can be against us?"  
                                                           by: Terry Bratton

Pentecostal Fire is falling today, engulfing the hearts of hungry men and 
women in our world.

The Builder
author unknown

A builder built a temple,
He wrought with grace and skill;
Foundation, pillars, arches,
All fashioned to work his will.

Men said, as they saw its beauty,
"Magnificent it is, my friend,
Great is thy skill, O builder--
Thy fame shall never end!"

A teacher built a temple
With loving and infinite care,
Planning each arch with patience,
Laying each stone with prayer.

None praised her unceasing efforts,
None knew of her wondrous plan,
For the temple she was building
Was unseen by the eyes of man.

Gone is the builder's temple,
Crumpled into the dust;
Low lies each stately pillar,
Food for consuming rust.

But the temple the teacher 
fashioned
Will last while the ages roll,
For that beautiful, unseen temple
Was a child's immortal soul.
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John 4:23-24 
Acts 7:48-49 
Acts 17:24-28 
Psalm 139:7-12 
I Kings 8:27 
Jeremiah 23:23-24 

   Wheel Of Prophecy
God is a          
Spirit

Isaiah 7:14 
Isaiah 9:6 
Micah 5:2 
John 1:1, 14 
John 1:10 
John 8:24, 58-59 
John 14:6-11 
II Corinthians 5:19 
I Timothy 3:16 

Isaiah 7:14 Isaiah 
9:6 Luke 1:31  2:6-7 
Acts 17:31
Gal 4:4 Philippians 
2:7-8      1 Timothy  
2:5 Hebrews 4:15 
Hebrews 7:24-25
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 Strength for the Day 

When burdens press and shadows fall,

 And hope feels faint, so very small,

 Lift up your heart, don’t be dismayed—

 God walks beside you, unafraid.

He knows the weight your soul must bear,

 He hears each whispered, weary prayer,

 And though the road may twist and wind,

 His grace is sure, His love is kind.

Each morning brings a brand-new start,

 With peace to calm the anxious heart,

 A quiet strength, a gentle touch,

 To show that God still cares so much.

No trial comes beyond His view, 

No storm too fierce for Him and you,

 He gives the courage to endure, 

A faith that’s steadfast, strong, and pure.

So face the day with lifted eyes,

 The sun will rise in clearer skies,

 And though the night may seem so long,

 God’s promise stands—He makes you strong.






• • 
Written In The Stars 


  Ye  s hall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you 


»; ' 



























Setting The World Afire 
by Terry Bratton 


To set the world afire with this glorious  
truth was a commandment from Jesus Him-  
self when he said "Go ye into all the world  
and preach the gospel to every creature."  
Pentecostal Fire is falling today. It is like a  
giant fire which is spreading out of control  
engulfing the hearts and lives of hungry men  
and women in our world. Acts 5:39 says "If it 
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply  
ye be found even to fight against God.  
Throughout the centuries Satan has been  
waging a constant warfare against the people  
of God, but God has always found a way to  
use this warfare to defeat Satan himself.  


In the Old Testament we find the Children 
of Israel with the Red Sea before them and  
the armies of Pharoah behind them. It looked 
as though all was lost, and perhaps they  
would never see a Promised Land. But God  
used the armies of Pharoah that day to prove  
to them that no matter what encounter Satan  
puts before them, that He would see them  
thru.  


So was the case with the Philistines. Satan 
had God's people backed against a wall and  
trembling at the site of his gigantic master-  
piece, but God in His simplicity used a  
shepherd boy, with a sling and five stones, to  
prove to His people that no matter how big  
the odds, He had promised to be their God,  
and He would fight their battles for them.  


Early New Testament times found Satan  
still in pursuit of God's people. The fires of  
Pentecost had no more than fallen than did  
the fires of persecution begin. Although with 
each persecution there came a force which  
spread this new gospel to the utmost parts of 
the then known world. However, as many of 
the early church Christians died, and the fires 
of persecution increased, the fires of Pente-  
cost were all but stamped out by opposition.  
But God had not forgotten what the Prophet  
Joel had prophesied of and Peter had once 


 


again spoke of on the day of Pentecost, in  
Acts 2:16-18 when he said,this is that which 
was spoken through the Prophet, Joel.  And it 
shall come to pass in the last days,  saith God, 
that I will pour out of My Spirit  upon all flesh 
and your sons and daughters  shall prophesy, 
your young men shall see  vision, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. And upon my 
servants and my handmaiden in those days 
will I pour out my Spirit and they  shall 
prophesy."  This gospel spread quickly
the apostles turned the world upside down
Act chapter 17
How did it all come about? By clean living, a 
standard of Holiness, and a  desire for the 
Spirit of God to dwell in one's  life. It is our 
duty to see that our lives meet  these three 
qualifications so we ourselves can continue to 
set the world afire with this  glorious gospel.  


Yes, there will still be trials and persecu-  
tions. Satan is still challenging God in his race 
against eternity. He has unleashed every  
Satanic Force imaginable in our world today.  
But thank God for the promise which Paul  
wrote of in Romans 8:31 when he said, "And  
what shall we say of these things? for if God  
be for us, who can be against us?"  










Stepping Stones

Walking beside a quiet stream in the woods or a peaceful park, we sometimes come across a series of stepping stones placed carefully across the water. By stepping from one stone to the next, we can safely reach the other side. These stones offer a path—a way forward without falling in.

But not all stepping stones lead to safety.

Satan, too, lays stones across our path. His stream might be called Better Judgment—a spiritual divide that separates the children of God from the ways of the world. These stones, deceptively placed, offer a crossing from Christendom into the devil’s domain. And once on his side, many wander into a wilderness of sin, far from the light of truth.

Yet Scripture offers hope. The Bible teaches that with every temptation, the Lord provides a way of escape (1 Corinthians 10:13). Let us examine some of Satan’s stepping stones—and the divine escape routes God has lovingly provided.

1️⃣ Prayerlessness

Stepping Stone: A life without prayer is a life vulnerable to spiritual collapse. Escape Route: “Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” — Luke 18:1 “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” — James 5:16 Prayer is our lifeline to heaven. Without it, we drift. With it, we stand.

2️⃣ No Testimony

Stepping Stone: Silence about our faith weakens our witness and emboldens the enemy. Escape Route: “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” — Revelation 12:11 Your story matters. Speak it boldly. It’s a weapon against darkness.

3️⃣ No Bible Reading

Stepping Stone: Neglecting God’s Word leaves us spiritually malnourished. Escape Route: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God.” — 2 Timothy 2:15 “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” — Psalm 119:11 The Bible is our compass. Without it, we lose direction.

4️⃣ No Desire for Church

Stepping Stone: Isolation from the body of Christ leads to spiritual decline. Escape Route: “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together… but exhorting one another.” — Hebrews 10:25 Church is not just a building—it’s a family, a fortress, a place of renewal.

5️⃣ Love of the World

Stepping Stone: Affection for worldly things dims our love for God. Escape Route: “Keep himself unspotted from the world.” — James 1:27 “Love not the world… For all that is in the world… is not of the Father.” — 1 John 2:15–16 True joy is found not in the world’s glitter, but in God’s glory.

🌟 Final Thoughts

Each day, we walk beside the stream. The stones are there—some placed by God, others by the enemy. The choice is ours. Will we step toward safety, or stumble into sin?

Let us be vigilant. Let us pray. Let us testify. Let us read. Let us gather. Let us love God more than the world.

And when temptation comes, may we always find—and take—the way of escape.

Would you like this turned into a printable devotional or formatted for a church bulletin?

pleae finish this for me using 6. the use of slang words 1Peter 1:15, james 3:11, 7. petting is one of satans stepping stones the first step in petting may easily be the devils steppingstoen to lust james 1:15 , please go on to say that there are many stepping stones whereby christians may conveniently cross the stream of better judgment to a land flowing with misery and woe satan makes every effort to see that they cannot find their way back to where they once walked with God. you may ask what can we get out of life if we do not partake of the things that the world has to offer the answer to taht question is eph 5:18. the best the world has to offer is a poor second to the blessings of the Lordand the peace that passes all understandings satans steppingstone slead down the broad way some would turn back but find they are carried on by the momentum of the worldly crowd behind themuntil at the end of the road they are forced over the precipice into the lake of fire, (now explain the differance between peace and what a devils reward will be

Of course, Virginia. Here's the completed article, continuing from where you left off and concluding with a powerful reflection on peace versus the devil’s reward:

6️⃣ The Use of Slang Words

Stepping Stone: Language reflects the heart. Slang and crude speech can erode reverence and purity. Escape Route: “Be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” — 1 Peter 1:15 “Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?” — James 3:11 Our words should uplift, not degrade. Holiness begins with how we speak.

7️⃣ Petting

Stepping Stone: Physical intimacy outside of God’s design is a dangerous gateway. Escape Route: “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” — James 1:15 Petting may seem innocent, but it often leads to deeper sin. Satan uses it to stir desires that pull us far from God’s will.

🚧 Many Stepping Stones, One Destination

There are countless stepping stones by which Christians may conveniently cross the stream of Better Judgment—each one leading to a land not of promise, but of misery and woe. Satan makes every effort to ensure that once someone has crossed, they cannot find their way back to where they once walked with God.

You may ask, “What can we get out of life if we do not partake of the things the world has to offer?” The answer is found in Ephesians 5:18: “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.” The best the world offers is a poor second to the blessings of the Lord and the peace that passes all understanding.

🛤 The Broad Way vs. The Narrow Path

Satan’s stepping stones lead down the broad way—a path crowded with worldly momentum. Some may wish to turn back, but find themselves swept along by the crowd behind them. And at the end of that road, they are forced over the precipice into the lake of fire.

This is the devil’s reward: eternal separation from God, torment, and regret.

🌈 Peace vs. the Devil’s Reward

Peace, as promised by God, is not merely the absence of trouble—it is the presence of Christ. It is the calm in the storm, the assurance in uncertainty, the joy that defies circumstances. “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” — Philippians 4:7

The devil’s reward, by contrast, is chaos disguised as pleasure, emptiness masked as fulfillment, and destruction dressed in glitter. It ends not in peace, but in pain. Not in rest, but in ruin.

🕊 Final Call

Let us not be deceived by the stones that seem easy to step on. Let us choose the narrow path, even when it’s steep. Let us cling to prayer, testimony, Scripture, fellowship, purity, and holiness.

For on the other side of Better Judgment lies not the devil’s domain—but the kingdom of God, where peace reigns, joy abounds, and love never ends.

Would you like this formatted as a sermon outline or devotional handout? I can help tailor it for a specific audience or occasion.




Stepping Stones: A Path to Peace or Peril?

Walking beside a quiet stream in the woods or a city park, one might notice a series of steppingstones placed across the water. These stones, carefully positioned, allow us to cross safely from one side to the other. It’s a simple image—but one that carries profound spiritual meaning.

Just as these stones offer a way across a stream, Satan places his own steppingstones across the stream of Better Judgment—a spiritual divide that separates Christians from the world. These stones may seem harmless at first, but they lead to a dangerous destination: a wilderness of sin, far from the presence of God.

The Bible assures us that with every temptation, the Lord provides a way of escape (1 Corinthians 10:13). But recognizing the danger is the first step. Let’s examine some of the devil’s most common steppingstones—and the scriptural escape routes God has lovingly provided.

The Devil’s Steppingstones

Prayerlessness A life without prayer is a life without power. Jesus taught that “men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). James reminds us that “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16). Prayer is our lifeline to heaven.

No Testimony Silence about our faith weakens our witness. Revelation 12:11 declares, “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” Our story matters. Speak it boldly.

No Bible Reading Neglecting God’s Word leaves us spiritually vulnerable. Paul urges us to “study to shew thyself approved unto God” (2 Timothy 2:15), and David wrote, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11).

No Desire for Church Isolation from the body of Christ leads to spiritual decline. Hebrews 10:25 warns against “forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.” Church is not just a building—it’s a spiritual home.

Love of the World Affection for worldly things dims our love for God. James 1:27 calls us to remain “unspotted from the world,” and 1 John 2:15–16 cautions, “Love not the world… For all that is in the world… is not of the Father.”

Slang and Impure Speech Our words reflect our heart. 1 Peter 1:15 calls us to be “holy in all manner of conversation,” and James 3:11 asks, “Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?”

Petting and Lust Physical intimacy outside of God’s design is a dangerous gateway. James 1:15 warns, “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”

What Does the World Really Offer?

Some may ask, “What can we get out of life if we don’t partake in what the world offers?” The answer is found in Ephesians 5:18: “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.” The best the world offers is a poor substitute for the blessings of the Lord and the peace that passes all understanding.

The Broad Way and Its End

Satan’s path is wide and crowded. Many who wish to turn back find themselves swept along by the momentum of the worldly crowd. At the end of that road lies a precipice—and beyond it, the lake of fire.

Peace vs. the Devil’s Reward

God’s peace is not just the absence of trouble—it’s the presence of Christ. It’s calm in the storm, joy in sorrow, and strength in weakness. “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” — Philippians 4:7

The devil’s reward, by contrast, is chaos disguised as pleasure, emptiness masked as fulfillment, and destruction dressed in glitter. It ends not in peace, but in pain. Not in rest, but in ruin.

Final Thoughts

Each day, we walk beside the stream. The stones are there—some placed by God, others by the enemy. The choice is ours. Will we step toward safety, or stumble into sin?

Let us choose wisely. Let us pray, testify, read Scripture, gather with believers, speak with purity, and walk in holiness. For on the other side of Better Judgment lies not the devil’s domain—but the kingdom of God, where peace reigns, joy abounds and love never ends.















preacher 
pointers 
by E. L Holley 


Only the pastor can hold forth a vision of God's  
great cause, and rally the ranks of the redeemed  
behind it. Only he can articulate the Church's values, 
define its goals, and marshal its will. His unique role 
affords an opportunity which is matched only by  
its awesome responsibility!  


"Without a vision, the people perish ... " Any  fool 
can condemn, criticize and castigate a people  for 
having no vision; but it takes a pastor, worthy  of 
the name, to hold out God's cause in full view  and 
enable the people to see it. If the saints of God could 
see everything clearly for themselves, there  would 
be little need for pastors! Only the pastor  can 
present the cause of Christ in such a manner  
as to enlist the involvement of the redeemed.  


How wide should the scope of a pastor's vision 
be? Pastors who enjoy the greatest range of suc-  
cess find it true that  


"The heart is never emptied by loving; 
Nor the purse emptied by giving." 


They have found that the giving church is a liv-  
ing church! Involvement is the key. The local con-  
gregation widens its vision when it is a part of  


every sectional, district, and national function. And,  
odd as it may seem, the church that sees with a  
worldwide vision always sees the needs at home  
better! By the same token, the church that knows  
little about the worldwide struggle seems to know  
and care less about the local effort. Anytime you  see 
a church that is ill-cared for and just barely  existing 
with a congregation which is lax and indif-  ferent, 
you will note that they never support any-  thing 
beyond their own doorstep. On the other  hand, you 
will never find a congregation which  gives and gets 
involved with every worthwhile pro-  ject of the 
church that is lagging at home!  


Only the pastor can help a congregation see the  
true value of life; only the pastor can define attain-  
able goals and marshal the will of the assembly to  
reach them! Involvement is the key to life for an  
assembly and the pastor is the key to involvement  
for the church.  


Why is there a church anyway? For what are  
we in existence? Will not the individual member  feel 
more of a commitment if he sees the role of  the 
church in the world? And if he sees the role  
of the church in the world, will he not see his in-  
dividual role in the church in a better light? When 
each member sees his church as a part-a respon-  
sible, supporting part-of a worldwide effort, then  he 
will really see himself in proper perspective.  


Blessed is the church whose pastor holds forth  
a vision of God's great cause! They will know the  
joy of total commitment and the sweet feeling that 
comes from fulfilling God's commands. Their  
Christian love and devotion will grow with its  every 
expression. Yes, blessed is the church!  


What a wonderful opportunity for pastors-and 
what a responsibility!  



Gail
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"He that dwelleth in the secret 
place of the most high shall 


abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty "
Psa 91:1


Jesus, help me to abide in you












"He that dwelleth in the secret 
place of the most high shall 


abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty "


                Psa 91:1


Jesus, help me to abide in you
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•  


I Am With You  


I am with you when things are going good,  
when the way is bright and clear,  
I am with you my child when life looks bleak,  
and your vision is blurred with tears.  


I am with you when Happiness fills your heart,  
when the sun is shining bright,  
I am by you're side when you feel alone,  
and you're surrounded by darkest night.  


I am with you when you have many friends,  
when others for you care,  
I am always with you when you're alone,  
your loneliness to share.  


I am with you when you're radiant with health,  
when you don't lack at thing,  
I am next to you when you're in pain,  
I am there to comfort bring.  


My child, I will always be there for you,  
remember that I care,  
Remember that you're not alone,  
I am there to your sorrows share!  


I will always be with you til the end of the world,  
I'll be there each step of the way,  
I am with you every moment, each hour,  
and each 'and every day.  
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THE SUBJECT OF THIS MESSAGE is a portion 

of Acts 10:46, which, in turn, is taken from the ac­ 

count of the receiving of the Holy Ghost by 

Cornelius and those of his household. 



Earlier, on the day of Pentecost, approximately 

120 were gathered in Jerusalem, tarrying for the 

promise of the Father-the baptism of the Holy 

Ghost. Suddenly" ... they were all filled with the 

Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 

as the Spirit gave them utterance." 



The original word for tongues in this verse is 

glossa, which means either language or languages, 

depending upon whether the usage is singular or 

plural. From the original comes the word glossala­ 

lia, which is now used to denote speaking with 

tongues. 



All true Pentecostals believe that speaking with 

tongues is the initial sign or evidence of the baptism 

of the Holy Ghost. This belief is based upon what is 

stated in Acts 2:4, 10:46; 19:6, and upon what is un­ 

questionably implied in Acts 8:17, 18. To put it 

another way: Pentecostals are fully persuaded that 

those who have not spoken with tongues have not 

received the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 



The importance .we attach to the receiving of this 

experience, and its evidence, is reflected in our 

Fundamental Doctrine, which reads: 



The basic and fundamental doctrine of this 

organization shall be the Bible standard of 

full salvation, which is repentance, baptism 

in water in the name of the Lord Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins, and the 

baptism of the Holy Ghost with the initial 

sign of speaking with other tongues as the 

Spirit gives utterance. 



Since we are convinced that the receiving of the 

Holy Ghost is essential to full salvation, and since 

we are also convinced that those who receive this 

gift will speak with other tongues, we are faced with 

certain unavoidable responsibilities. 



We must PREACH and TEACH the es­ 

sentiality of receiving the Holy Ghost. In the 

New Testament, the first recorded instance of 

preaching the Holy Ghost baptism is found in Mat­ 

thew 3:11. The preacher was John the Baptist. 



Later, when Paul went to Ephesus, he found 

twelve disciples of John the Baptist who had not 

even heard that there was a Holy Ghost (Acts 19:2). 

Apparently, these twelve had never heard John per­ 

sonally, but had been converted and baptized by one 

or more of his disciples. But somewhere, between the 

preaching of John and the conversion and baptism 

of the twelve, part of John's message-the promise 








•  
A Lot Depends on Fathers  


1. Don't underestimate the importance of  
your role. As head of the family, the basic unit  
of society, you and all other fathers vitally af-  
fect the destiny of the community, nation, and  
world.  


2. Give your home top priority. No matter  
how successful you may be on the job or in  
your business ventures, your life can be a  
failure if you neglect to give your family the  
time and personal attention they both need  
and deserve.  


3. Find fulfillment by living up to your  
parental duties. When men abandon the up-  
bringing of their children to their wives, a loss  
is suffered by everyone, but perhaps most of  
all by themselves. Your children need you, and  
you need your children.  


4. Let strength distinguish everything  
you do. A man's contribution should be  
strength, as an influence on his children and  
on society.  


5. Set aside time for your family. Young  
people measure their father's interest in them  
in direct proportion to the time he spends with  
them.  


6. Make your home a happy home. Make  
the family a center of j oy.  


7. Be a good listener. Share your  
children's experiences and problems by listen-  
ing.  


8. Set an example for your children. Prac-  
tice what you preach.  


9. Teach them to take responsibility.  
Don't hand them everything "on a platter."  


10. Develop each child's personality. Treat  
each child as an individual to be guided and  
encouraged.  


 


11. Understand the true meaning of  
discipline. Let your authority be motivated by  
love. Be considerate, but firm when you need  
to be.  


12. Spur their creativity. Give them a  
chance to dream dreams, to unlock their im-  
aginations, to awaken their senses to God's  
creation.  '  
13. Nurture their spiritual life. Instill in  
them a sturdy sense of religion and worship.  
14. Take their studies seriously. Insist on  
regular study hours.  


15. Help them to acquire a liking for books.  
Introduce them to joys and treasures of good  
books.  


16. Teach them the value of money. Show  
them how to use their money wisely.  


17. Give them a healthy attitude towards  
sex. Instruct them and give them reverence  
for the body and the sanctity of marriage.  


18. Inspire them to lead constructive lives.  
Train them to think beyond self in planning  
their lives.  
19. Look at things from their point of view.  


-Selected-  
 








If I were the devil  
by Paul Harvey  


 
If I were the prince of darkness,  


I would want to engulf the whole  
world in darkness.  


I'd have a third of its real estate  
and four-fifths of its population, but  
I would not be happy until I had  
seized the ripest apple on the tree.  


So I would set about to take over  
the United States and Canada.  


I would begin with a campaign  
of whispers.  


With the wisdom of a serpent, I  
would whisper to you as I whispered  
to Eve: "Do as you please."  


To the young I would whisper  
that "The Bible is a myth." I would  
convince them that man created God  
instead of the other way around. I'd  
confide that "what's bad is good and  
what's good is 'square. '"  


And the old I would teach to  
pray after me, "Our Father - who art  
in Washington."  


I'd educate authors in how to  
make lurid literature exciting, so  
that anything else would appear dull,  
uninteresting. I'd threaten televi-  
sion with dirtier movies.  


I'd peddle narcotics to whom I  
could. I'd sell alcohol to ladies and  
gentleman of distinction. I'd tran-  
quilized the rest with pills.  


If! were the devil, I'd soon have  
families, churches and nations at  
war with themselves. Until each, in  
turn, was consumed.  


If I were the devil, I would en-  
courage schools to refme intellects  
but neglect to discipline emotions -  
just let those run wild. U ntil well  
before you knew it you'd have to  
have drug-sniffing dogs and metal  
detectors at every schoolhouse door.  


Within a decade, I'd have pris-  
ons overflowing and judges promot-  
ing pornography.  


Soon I could evict God from the  


 


courthouse and the schoolhouse and  
then from the houses of Congress.  


In His own churches, I would  
substitute psychology for religion  
and deify science. I'd lure priests  
and pastors into misusing children  
and church money.  


If I were the devil, I'd make the  
symbol of Easter an egg and symbol  
of Christmas a bottle.  


If! were the devil, I'd take from  
those who have and give to those  
who wanted until I had killed the  
incentive of the ambitious.  


What'll you bet I couldn't get  
whole states to promote gambling  
as the way to get rich? .  


I would caution against extremes  
in hard work, in patriotism and 
moral  
conduct.  


I'd convince the young that mar-  
riage is old- fashioned, that what you  
see on TV is the way to be. And thus  
I could undress you in public and  
lure you into bed with diseases for  
which there is no cure.  


In other words, If I were the  
devil, I'd just keep right on doing  
what he's doing.  
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,THE CRY OF THE HEATHEN 


A cry is ever sounding 
Upon the burdened ear, 


A cry of pain and anguish, 
A cry of woe and fear; 


I t  is the voice of millions 
Who grope in heathen night ; 


I t  is the cry of Jesus 
To rise and send them light. 


With every pulse's beating, 
Another soul is gone, 


With all its guilt and sorrow, 
To stand before the Throne. 


And learn with awe and wonder 
The story of that grace 


Which God to us had trusted 
For all our fall en race. 


Oh, how the Master's bosom 
Must swell with love and pain 


As evermore they meet H i m -
That sad and ceaseless train; 


And if He holds us guilty 
For all our brothers' blood, 


What answer can we offer 
Before the throne of God? 


- A u t h o r  Unknown.










file_0.jpg









In this study we will start with the four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, which all record the words of Christ. We will examine 
the things Jesus said in relation to salvation, and then we will go to 
the next book, the Book of Acts: the book where the church first 
began. In the Book of Acts, we will see where the things Christ 
taught during His ministry are totally fulfilled. 

The final scripture we will use as part of our foundation is found in 
Hebrews. 

3How shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation; which at the first 
began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard him; 

Hebrews 2:3 

Hebrews plainly lays out the formula for this great salvation: 

1. Find what was first spoken by the Lord, which will 
take us to the four gospels. 

2. Find out what was confirmed by those that heard 
Him. The only place where we can find this confirmation is 
in the book of Acts. 

Following this formula, we will see an incredible picture of fulfillment 
and confirmation of this great salvation spoken of in Hebrews 2:3. 
Very simply put, we are about to see what the Lord spoke and then 
follow those that heard him and see what message they confirmed. 
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Personal Responsibility 

When it comes to our salvation, the Bible has squarely placed the 
responsibility upon each individual. Second Peter 1:10 says "give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure; for if ye do these 
things ye shall never fall." Whether you agree or disagree with this 
study, by taking the time to read this, you are giving diligence to the 
greatest need in your life, and that is your salvation. 

Phillippians 2:12 tells us to work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling. We, as individuals, must lay aside any denominational 
bias and personal preconceptions and study the Word of God with 
an open mind, and work out our salvation with the understanding 
that it is the single most important thing we will ever do in our lives. 

I dare say most of us have never taken our salvation assurance to 
this level. Many of us have simply accepted what we have been 
taught and have never objectively explored the scriptures for 
ourselves. Others of us may have joined a church because we 
liked the pastor, enjoyed what we felt, and been encouraged by 
what we heard. Thus, we simply accepted what was presented as 
the plan of salvation. The problem is the Bible doesn't teach us to 
accept whatever we are taught or to embrace whatever feels good 
or sounds good. Proverbs tells us there is a way thaf seemeth right 
unto man, but the end thereof are the ways of death (16:25). We 
must make certain our salvation is completely scriptural and not 
just what seems right or feels good. Although it is not "religiously 
correct" to say it, the Bible teaches that narrow is the way that leads 
to life and few there be that find it (Matthew 7:14). 

There is something about this salvation journey that takes us off 
the broad road and puts us on a narrow path. We cannot follow 
the crowd or worry about what others may do. We must work out 
our own salvation with fear and trembling. We must give diligence 
to the greatest calling in our lives, which is to know we are saved 
according to His Word. 
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A Plan 

First, we must understand God has always had a plan. His plan 
has always been very specific. He has never offered multiple ways 
to get to Him. We can go all the way back to the beginning of His 
Word to understand this. God accepted Abel's offering but rejected 
Cain's. Cain was a farmer, and as a farmer, he brought the fruit of 
the ground as a sacrifice. Cain was bringing something that was 
important to him and something he had worked to produce. Yet, 
God rejected it because it was not according to His divine plan. To 
our human reasoning, what Cain brought should have sufficed, but 
it was not what God had required. We must understand, we cannot 
rely on what seems right and what makes sense to us, since that 
would change with each individual. We must rely totally on what 
has never changed, and that is the Word of God. 

When God told Noah He would destroy the world, He gave him 
exact specifications on how he was to build the ark. God did not 
offer Noah a general concept, but instead gave very specific and 
detailed instructions. 

When we study the Tabernacle Plan in the Old Testament, we find 
there was a certain order and specific directions for what the priest 
must do in order for sins to be forgiven. The priest could not alter 
this in any way and live. He had to follow the specific and detailed 
plan as it was laid out for him by God. 

The Bible clearly tells us He is the same yesterday, today and 
forever (Hebrews 13:8). We have not arrived at this dispensation to 
find that, all of a sudden, God is offering us a buffet line of whatever 
we choose for our salvation. God still has a very clear and specific 
plan. 




Summary of The Foundation 

What separates this salvation study from other studies is the 
obedience to these three foundational scriptures. When we look 
objectively at what was first spoken by the Lord, it is important 
that we take all scripture and not just John 3:16, which states that, 
"whosoever believeth in him should not perish .... " While believing 
is very important, Christ speaks of much more. Once we have read 
and understood the words of Christ, we must then look to those 
that heard him. What do their words and actions confirm? This 
forces us to rightly divide the Word of God by going to the very next 
book, which is the book of Acts - no jigsaw puzzle to put together, 
no leaving out certain scriptures, no jumping around, no mystery 
to solve. We will simply let the chronological events unfold and 
reveal this "so great salvation." 

Teachings of Christ 

When beginning a study of salvation, the logical thing to do is to 
thoroughly examine the words of the One that will one day be 
our judge and to make sure we fulfilled everything He said. Don't 
take man's word for it, but study His teachings to show yourself 
approved unto God. The next four verses are taken directly from 
the four Gospels and are all words of Jesus Christ. These verses 
record Christ's directives and teachings that will lead us to make 
our calling and election sure. In addition to these four verses, more 
scriptures that reinforce and repeat Jesus's teachings are listed at 
the end of this study. Take your Bible and follow along as we work 
our way through the four gospels and see what each book records. 




HERE WE GO 

18And I say also unto thee, That thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 

19And I will give unto thee the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and- 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 

Matthew 16:18-19 

Here we find something that is very critical in our search for salvation. 
In verses 18 and 19, Jesus put an amazing amount of trust in Peter. 
Because Peter understood who Jesus was, he was given the Keys 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. These keys were not a literal set of 
keys; these keys are the words that Peter would speak. Whatever 
Peter binds and whatever he looses will be backed bythe Kingdom 
of God. If we truly desire to be part of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
would it not make sense to follow the man who has the keys to 
unlock the door? Shouldn't Peter be the one we watch and listen to 
when it comes to our salvation? Peter was the one Jesus trusted 
to show us the way. Understand, Jesus is now bound by His 
word, and if Peter preaches anything that contradicts what Jesus 
has already taught, we have a problem. But as we will see, there is 
no contradiction only an incredible confirmation. 

Many people turn to the writings of Paul to explain salvation. While 
Paul was a great man of God and an apostle, and while he wrote 
many powerful things in his letters, he did not arrive on the scene 
until after the plan of salvation had been clearly established. Paul 
was never given the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven as was Peter, 
so why would we dismiss or explain away what Peter preached and 
rely solely upon Paul's writings to define salvation? Besides, if we 
study all the teachings of Paul, we will find that he actually obeyed 
and confirmed what Peter preached. Again, we must rightly divide 
the Word of God. 
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Now that we have established that Christ entrusted Peter with the 
keys to the Kingdom of Heaven, let's continue our study of what 
Christ taught His disciples about salvation. 

16He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. 

Mark 16:16 

Here Jesus ties two things to being saved: we must believe and 
we must be baptized. He didn't say, " ... he that believeth shall be 
saved." His statement in Mark 16:16 is, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved." Since Jesus used the conjunction and, 
can we just pick one of the two and say, "I just choose to believe," 
and negate the necessity of baptism? Jesus presents believing 
and baptism as equally important? Many have said baptism is a 
good thing, but it is not necessary tor salvation. As we will see, not 
only is it absolutely necessary for salvation, but a specific formula 
as well as a specific purpose for baptism are clearly recorded in 
scripture. 

Along with believing and baptism, Jesus points us to Jerusalem 
where two very important elements of our salvation would be 
preached: repentance and remission of sins. In the verse below, 
Jesus references Old Testament scriptures that were written about 
the Messiah and explains to His disciples that these scriptures are 
referring to Him. 

47 And that repentance and 
remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

Luke 24:47 

At the very core of our salvation experience our sins must be dealt 
with: to repent and have our sins totally remitted through His name 
is a critical message. The fact that Jesus tells us these things will 
be preached beginning at Jerusalem should not be overlooked. 
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In the following scripture, Jesus tells us what will happen when we 
believe as the scriptures direct us to believe. 

38He that believeth on me, as the 
scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water. 

39(But this spake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him 
should receive: for the Holy Ghost 
was not yet given; because that 
Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

John 7:38-39 

In these verses Jesus teaches that when we believe according to 
scripture, we should receive the Holy Ghost. The problem with 
a common but faulty interpretation of salvation lies in the fact that 
many people believe, but have negated the necessity of the Holy 
Ghost. They align their belief with only certain select scriptures. 
Remember, 2 Timothy 3:16 instructs us that all scripture is profitable 
for doctrine. As we will see, when we incorporate all scripture 
and "believe on Him as the scripture hath said," the f.ioly Ghost is 
something promised to us and is a sign of our true belief. 

Summary of Jesus Christ's Teachings 

We have just taken a walk through the gospels and studied what 
Jesus taught during His ministry. Let's quickly summarize. 

1. The salvation message would begin at Jerusalem - 

Luke 24:47 

2.	Peter has the keys - Matthew 16:18-19 

3.	We must believe - Mark 16:16, John 7:38 

4.	We must repent - Luke 24:47 

5.	We must be baptized - Mark 16:16 

6.	Remission of sins would be in His name - Luke 24:47 

7.	Believers should receive the Holy Ghost - John 7:38 

More scriptures are included at the end of this study that confirm those mentioned here. 
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Foundation 

Everything that endures is built on a solid foundation. The foundation 
we will use for this study are the very scriptures that teach us how 
to study the Word of God. 

16ALL scripture is given by 
inspiration of God and is profitable 
for Doctrine .... 

II Timothy 3:16 

If we are to work out our salvation with fear and trembling, and if we 
are to make our calling and election sure, we must first be certain 
that we take all scriptures related to salvation and doctrine. We 
cannot pick and choose only the scriptures we are familiar with or 
select just the ones that fall within our comfort zone and still be 
assured of our salvation. Thus, the first step in an objective study of 
salvation is to take all scripture. The second step is that we must 
rightly divide·the Word. 

Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 

II Timothy 2:15 

In the above scripture, Paul was instructing Timothy on the 
importance of correctly dividing the Word. Since Paul spoke of a 
right way to divide the Word, there must, obviously, be a wrong 
way. Therefore, in order to rightly divide the Word, let's explore 
what the Bible says about salvation one book at a time and with an 
awareness of the chronological order in which the events of the 
New Testament occurred. 






The Confirmation 

Now that we have seen what was "first spoken by the Lord," we 
will find in the scriptures where those who heard him confirmed His 
teachings. Let us continue to rightly divide the Word and follow it 
in the order the events occurred and not jump from book to book as 
if this were a puzzle to be to put together. We will now go to the very 
next book, the book of Acts, where the Church begins. Watch, as 
through the next several verses how this confirmation is revealed. 

A few things to note in the beginning of Acts: 

3To whom also he shewed himself 
alive after his passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God: 

Acts 1:3 

Jesus has just spent forty days after His resurrection speaking to 
His disciples of things pertaining to the kingdom of:God. After forty 
days of intense teaching with the resurrected savior, I doubt they 
were confused about what He wanted them to do. Therefore, what 
happens in the next few chapters is exactly what God had in mind. 
Remember, this great salvation would be confirmed "by them 
that heard him" (Hebrews 2:3). We must understand that these 
disciples were the very ones that had heard Him. 

In verse nine, after His final words to His disciples, Jesus ascends. 

9 And when he had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, he was 
taken up; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight. 

Acts 1:9 

Now for the first time, everything He lived and died for is ready 
to be put into action. 
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Watch what happens as we simply walk through the scriptures 
and view the events just as they occurred: 

12Then returned they unto 
Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a 
sabbath day's journey. 

Acts 1 :12 

They returned unto Jerusalem. Remember, in Luke 24:47 Jesus 
directed us to Jerusalem. If we are wanting to make sure we are 
following the message correctly, we must start at the beginning and 
not somewhere in the middle. We are now at the right place where 
Jesus said this message of repentance and remission of sins would 
be preached for the first time. 

Now, let's go to the next chapter. They returned to Jerusalem and 
gathered in the upper room to wait for the promise Jesus told them 
was coming. The Holy Ghost falls on them and they begin to speak 
in other tongues (Acts 2:1-4). Focus on what happens next: a 
multitude gathers. Notice what the bible says in vers~s 12-13. 

12And they were all amazed, and 
were in doubt, saying one to 
another, What meaneth this? 

130thers mocking said, These men 
are full of new wine. 

Acts 2:12-13 

At this point, these people who are in doubt and are mocking them 
are not believers. Remember what Jesus taught - we must believe 
in order to be saved. So, let's review the elements to make sure we 
have the entire picture: after His resurrection, Jesus had just spent 
an additionai forty days teaching and training His disciples. He 
then ascended, after which, they returned to Jerusalem, and now, 
for the first time since they have fulfilled what Jesus told them to do, 
unbelievers are present. Watch what happens. 
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14But Peter, standing up with the 
eleven, lifted up his voice, and said 
unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and 
all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this 
known unto you, and hearken to my 
words: 

Acts 2:14 

Who responds to the doubters and the mockers or unbelievers? 
Peter. Remember in Matthew 16:19 it was Peter that was given 
the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Notice what comes together 
in just a few verses: they are in the right place with the right man 
preaching and unbelievers are present. Let's see what occurs: 

Peter begins to preach to them (verses 14-36). Observe what 
happens in verse 37 after Peter finished preaching. 

37Now when they heard this they 
were pricked in their heart and 
said unto Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, Men and brethren what 
shall we do? 

Acts 2:37 

Peter has now taken the doubters and mockers from unbelief 
to where they now believe. They are no longer mocking but, 
instead, are asking what they need to do. Also, remember, this 
"great salvation" would be confirmed by them that heard him. This 
question by unbelievers of "what shall we do" is asked to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, the ones that just spent forty days with the 
Master. 
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By O. F. Fauss 

After one has received the Holy Ghost, with the 
evidence of speaking with other tongues, is it necessary 
to speak with tongues every day? I have heard the 
statement that if one does not speak with tongues every 
day he is not saved, or is on dangerous ground. 

The Bible says, "And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:4). Speaking 
with tongues is the initial sign or evidence of a person's: 
receiving the Holy Ghost. From there on, the fruits of 
the Spirit are essential, for " ... by their fruits ye shall 
know them." 

After receiving the Holy Ghost, it is possible that a 
person will be blessed by the Holy Ghost to speak with 
tongues often, but to say that this is necessary for him 
to know that he is still filled with the Spirit is without 
Scriptural proof. Living the life of a Spirit-filled child 
of God, without condemnation, is where we should 
place our confidence, rather than in speaking with 
tongues every day. 

Speaking with tongues after receiving the Holy 
Ghost comes by the anointing or operation of the Holy 
Ghost, as HE wills, the same as other manifestations 
or gifts of the Holy Ghost. 

Does John 10:27-29 mean that if one has been born 
again, he cannot be lost? 

These verses read: IMy sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father which 
gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's hand." 

It is true that no man (or woman) can force a Spirit- 
filled Christian away from God. Paul asked, "Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?" Then he answered his 
own question by saying, "Nay, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

 

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" 
(Romans 8: 35, 37-39). 

However, this same apostle wrote to the Galatians: 

"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that 
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 

Which is not another, but there be some that trouble 
you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ" 
(Galatians 1:6, 7). And again Paul said, "But now, af- 
ter ye have known God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?" 
(Galatians 4:9). And finally, ~'I am afraid of you, lest I 
have bestowed upon you labour in vain" (verse 11). 

If you are a child of God, the only person who can 
separate you from God is YOU yourself. 

The Apostle Peter warns: "For if after they have 
escaped the pollution of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they 
are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter 
end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had 
been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered to them" (2 
Peter 2: 20, 21). 

Another solemn warning against turning away from 
the Lord is found in Hebrews 6:4-6). 







