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The city buzzed with voices from every nation under heaven. The Day
of Pentecost had arrived, and the disciples—once fearful, now
emboldened—stood amidst the crowd. A mighty wind had swept
through the upper room, and tongues of fire rested upon them. No
longer were they mere followers; they were now bearers of the
greatest truth ever spoken.

Peter stepped forward, his voice unwavering. “Men of Israel, hear
these words!” His call echoed through the streets, turning heads and
piercing hearts. He spoke of Jesus, the Messiah crucified and risen,
the fulfillment of every prophecy. His words were not his own; they
were the message given by the Spirit—the only message that would
lead to salvation.

Conviction gripped the multitude. “Brothers, what shall we do?” they
cried. Peter did not waver. “Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” Acts 2:38—the divine
instruction, unaltered, untainted. There was no other way. No
philosophy, no tradition, no human wisdom could replace the truth
entrusted to them.

And on that day, three thousand souls embraced the only message
that could save. The disciples preached, and the world would never

be the same.
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Greetings to the
Saints of God!

Pastor Junior & Sister Brenda Tingle

As we look around at our cities and states, it
is undeniable the troubles of this world are
growing. The weight of division, injustice,
and wunrest presses upon communities
everywhere.

We see violence in the streets, confusion in the
halls of leadership, and hearts growing cold
toward one another. But none of this should come
as a surprise to those who hold fast to the truth.
The signs of the Lord’s return are greater now than
at any other time in history. The prophecies
spoken long ago are unfolding before our eyes,
reminding us that the day is approaching swiftly.

In this hour, we must draw closer—not only to
God but to each other. This is not the time to be
silent, indifferent, or afraid. It 1s the time to lift our
voices in prayer, to strengthen our bonds in love,
and to proclaim the message of salvation with
urgency. The darkness may seem overwhelming,
but we stand in the light of His promise, knowing
that our Redeemer 18 near.

To all who support this newspaper, who faithfully
give and pray, we extend our deepest gratitude.
Your dedication allows the truth to be spoken, the
Word to be spread, and hearts to be stirred in faith.
Without you, this work would not be possible.
May the Lord bless and strengthen each of you as
we press on, knowing that His return 1s at hand.

Let us stand firm. Let us draw near. And let us
watch, for the hour 1s closer than ever before.
Sincerely, Bro. Jr. Tingle

A Way To Give

Focus on self only makes
the world a dreary place to live.
But you make it a brighter scene

when you find a way to give.

Share with random strangers,
not only those you know.
It's by practicing such kindness
God's love in you will glow.

Be sure to give fo people
who have no means to repay.
Such will always return to you
in the most unexpected way.

Practice giving to friends,

if only fo make them smile.
Doesn't matter if they have it all.

It is a gesture worthwhile.

Be generous with your folks.
Kindness to outsiders alone;
Just how hollow would it be?
For charity begins at home.

Leave a gift for someone
who won't find out it's from you.
Directing all the glory to God
makes giving pure and true.

When you find a way to give,
you sow seeds of joy around.
You leave behind a scent of hope
and make the light of love abound.

AbimboIaA T. Alabi
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——m 1406 Tucker Schoolhouse Road
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Service Schedule:

Phone: 270-584-4248

Don’t Forget!

mailing list. You can also text us your name and address to

270-339-0873 and we will be glad to send you the next issue. If you

desire a package of newspapers to distribute in your town or church text

Sunday Evening Word & Worship 2:00 p.m.

Tuesday Evening Service 7:30 p.m.

us your name and address.

Oh Yes! Don’t forget to send a donation to keep this great paper alive.

Please If you need to discontinue your Package please let us know.

Thank you Gail Huddleston

Please remember To pray for this Newspaper!
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When You Give Sin
An Inch

There is a deception creeping through our world today—a
slow, insidious erosion of righteousness that begins with the
smallest concession. It is written in Scripture that the enemy
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour

(1 Peter 5:8). But make no mistake, he does not always attack
in full force. No, the devil is subtle. He whispers, persuades,
and chips away at conviction until virtue crumbles.

G.Huddleston

Sin never comes in demanding a MILE. It asks for an INCH
a harmless compromise, a moment of silence when the truth
ought to be spoken, a quiet acceptance of what once would
have been rejected. And before long, that inch stretches into a
path, and the path into a highway leading straight to
destruction.

History warns us. Look at once godly nations that abandoned
truth for convenience. See how morality is bartered for the
approval of the world. What was once shameful now parades
in the streets, demanding not only acceptance but celebration.
The world calls it progress; the Bible calls it rebellion.

Do not be deceived—darkness does not tolerate neutrality. The

moment a righteous man allows sin to take root, he forfeits his
authority. Just as a single leak can sink a mighty ship, one
concession can unravel the soul.

We must remember: a battle delayed is a battle lost. When
the enemy whispers, we must shout truth. When the world
beckons us to compromise, we must stand firm.

Now is the time for a return to unwavering faith. Stand your
ground. Guard your heart. Do not yield even an inch, for

eternity hangs in the balance.

The Flood That Follows

Sin is never satisfied with the sliver of ground you surrender—
it always seeks more. Like water creeping through a tiny crack

in a dam,
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it begins small, subtle, almost imperceptible. But left unchecked, that minuscule
leak expands. It weakens the structure. And before long, the pressure becomes
too great—leading to an unstoppable flood of destruction.

A justification for a small indulgence that was once off limits. A gradual
acceptance of what would have been rejected outright. And then, the erosion
begins. Morality crumbles, the foundation weakens, and what was once a firm
and steadfast heart is drowned in deception.

The world will tell you that the flood is progress—that surrendering is wisdom,
that standing firm is outdated. But Scripture warns us: The wages of sin is death
(Romans 6:23). That slow leak, that small compromise, does not stop at erosion.
It leads to devastation—the destruction of the soul.

A fortress is not brought down by a single blow; it crumbles piece by piece when
its defenses are neglected. The moment we allow sin to seep into our lives, we are
no longer standing firm—we are sinking. And a sinking man cannot rescue
another.

Now is not the time for compromise. Now is the time to seal every crack, to
reinforce every wall, to stand boldly in the truth. For righteousness is not
preserved by convenience, but by conviction. Do not give sin an inch—for it
will take all that you have.

“YWield Yourselve
y ,%\\&\ﬁx\&\k&&%ﬁ%

nto God”™ — Rom.&6:13

"TEACH ME TO DO THY
WILL ; FOR THOU ART
MY GOD."Y A, F T
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Bro. O.F. Fauss
Question:

Please explain Hebrews 6:4-6. Does this mean
that if one backslides after he has been

saved, there is no place of repentance for
him?

Answers:

This passage of Scripture reads: "For it is impossible
for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made
partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the
good word of God, and the powers of the world to
come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open
shame."

The term "fall away" means more than what we refer
to as backsliding. However, backsliding is the
beginning of falling away, which I doubt ever happens
to a person suddenly.

Paul wrote, "For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because
that which may be known of God is manifest in them:
for God hath showed it unto them. For the invisible
things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that
they are without excuse: Because that, when they
knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened ... Wherefore
6od also gave them up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own
bodies between themselves ..For this cause,

G6od gave them up unto vile affections ... And even as they did
not like to retain God in their knowledge, 6od gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not
convenient" (Romans 1: 18-28). The next four verses show the
fallen condition of these people, and the judgment of God which
was to follow. Read also 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12.

There is only one approach to God-through repentance, and that
comes from godly sorrow, for Paul said, "Now I rejoice, not that
ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye
were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive
damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to
salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world
worketh death For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed
after a godly sort .... " (2 Corinthians 7:9-11). Therefore, when
a person backslides, he can repent.

But when a person falls away, until he has no feeling of regret,
and is possessed of a reprobate mind, believing a lie because of
strong delusion, there is no hope of repentance. All this starts
when one rejects the truth, for Jesus said, "Ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32).

when a person who has repented, has been baptized in Jesus'
name, and has received the Holy Ghost, backslides and goes back
into sin, is it necessary for him to be baptized again in water
when he returns to the church, and is refilled with the Holy
Ghost? To become a child of God, one must be born again. Jesus
said to Nicodemus, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God. Then He added, "Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
6od" (John 3:3, 5). Jesus told His apostles, "And that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in his (Jesus') name
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47). (Read
also Matthew 28:19, 20: Mark 16: 15, 16; Acts 1:3-8.)

On the day of Pentecost it all began when Peter answered the
question of the multitude: "What shall we do?" His answer is
found in Acts 2:38, 39, which shows by pattern, precept and
example how one becomes a child of 6od and enters into the
kingdom of God. When one backslides, he becomes a disobedient
child. He does not need to be born again of water and of the
Spirit, but rather needs to come back to God in repentance,
asking forgiveness, and for a refilling of His Spirit. He must again
take up his cross where he laid it down. Unless he does this, he
will finally be destroyed with the wicked, along with all who have
turned away from God. Such a person does not need to be
baptized again in water in Jesus' name.
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The Course Of The World

IN HIS EPISTLE to the Ephesian Christians, Paul
reminded them that they had once walked ". . . according
to the course of this world .... " Webster defines course,
in the sense that it is relevant to Paul's meaning in this
verse, as "a way or path; the direction taken."
What is the present course of this world? Which way or
path is it traveling? What direction is it tak-ing? These are
vital questions, for paths and ways lead to destinations,
from some of which there is no way of return.
Misguided individuals of our day are quick to claim that
the world is, in every way, growing better. They feel that
we are on the way to Utopia. They visualize a golden age,
to be achieved by scientific discovery and man's
inventive ingenuity. Disease and poverty are to be
abolished; everyone will be healthy, prosperous and
happy. War will be no more.
But what does the Bible teach concerning the course of
this world? A vivid, though admittedly incomplete,
answer to this question is found in Daniel's interpretation
of Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the great image. This
image had a head of fine gold; its breast and arms were
of silver; its belly and thighs were of brass; its legs were
of iron; and its feet were part iron and part clay. From
head to feet, each succeeding metal was inferior to the
one before it. This great image portrayed the kingdoms of
the world from Daniel's time until the second coming of
Christ. The head of gold represented Babylon. Daniel
said to Nebuchadnezzar, "After thee shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee .... "
We are now in the time portrayed by the feet of iron and
clay. Such a mixture is a far cry from pure gold.
Throughout the centuries the world 'has steadily
deteriorated. The trend has been intensified in our time.
Which Way is the World Going Morally?
The moral standard of the world, as judged by the Bible
standard of morality, has never been lower. Millions have
lost their way morally, and no longer know what is right
and what is wrong. Semi nudity is casually accepted by
the vast majority. Now we read of topless bathing suits
for women. One"of our well-known secular magazines
tells of a woman who appeared on a beach in France
wearing such a suit. She was arrested, charged with "an
outrage to public decency," given an eight day sentence

E “sj%ﬁ?fﬂ? Cris

W/SDOAA
HAS
CALLED,
AND
-Your

i T S e A

T A

and fined $200 (both of which were suspended). But the

Appellate Court reversed the decision. It said, "Inasmuch as
the spectacle of the nudity of the human body has nothing
intrinsic in it that would outrage normal, even delicate
decency ... we acquit her." Thus the door was thrown open
to further nudity.
Recently the National Council of Churches published a
pamphlet for the United Christian Youth Movement, which
read, in part: "We know further that there is sexual contact
between unmarried couples that is motivated by love, and
which is pure, and on occasion beautiful." Such a vile
teaching by religious teachers of youth seems well-nigh
incredible, and is certainly incomprehensible.
Episcopal minister chaplain of a College, a school for girls,
said in a sermon to the students: "Sex is good ... sex is
fun ... Premarital sex is not bad or dirty. Indeed it can be
very beautiful."” Does such immoral teaching as this have
any effect? It is said that most of the students agreed. One
girl stated that she had sent a copy of the sermon to her
sixteen-year-old sister.
Which Way is the World Going Politically?
Perhaps such a question will give rise to another: "Should
Christians be concerned with things political?" Yes, when
these things have, or will have, a bearing upon their
spiritual state, or upon the work of God.

continued on page 6
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The Course Of The World OBEDIENCE TO GOD—THE GREATEST LIBERTY | Said A Prayer For You

In countries not already dominated by Commun-
ism, the trend is more and more toward socialism.
Our own country is no exception. It appears that
the federal government has set about to "take
care" of us all, as well as to direct our lives. As a
case in point, nearly twenty per-cent of last year's
twelve billion dollar farm income, or about two and
one-tenth bil-lion dollars, came in the form of direct
payments from the federal treasury.

But why speak of such things here? Simply be-
cause they are preparing the way for the fulfillment
of prophecy. The Bible plainly declares that before
Jesus' second coming the entire world will be
united into one great empire, ruled by one man.
The present trend toward socialism, and the drift
toward interna-tionalism, are signs which point to
the imminence of Jesus' return.

Which Way is the World Going Religiously?
Generally speaking, the path of religion leads more
and more away from old-time fundamentalism into
sceptical liberalism. There are notable exceptions,
for which we thank God. But hundreds of present-
day preachers no longer believe in the virgin birth
of Christ, in His expiatory death, in His literal
resurrec-tion, iii. His literal second coming, or in
heaven or hell. Many of these preachers are highly
influential in their denominations. Some are heads
of well-known sem-inaries. One grieves at what the
ministerial students in these seminaries will be led
to believe, or disbe-lieve.

The modern preacher is capable of doing amazing
things! Some have openly espoused the use of pro-
fanity; others have opposed Ilaws against
pornography, saying that they feared such laws
would violate the freedom of speech and of the
press. Thousands of these strange clerics preach
nothing but a social welfare gospel, scorning the
fundamentalist minister as a "pie in the sky by and
by" preacher. The doctrine of reconciliation has
been perverted to mean the bringing of harmony
between certain social factions, rather than
between man and God.

] carryins
on among the clergy. We read of a
preacher who fought to maintain the sale
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of beer in a baseball park; of
another who sponsored a teen age
dance in a cemetery; of an Anglican
churchman who wrote that Sigmund
Freud and Karl Marx, both defiant
atheists, have strong claims to
godliness; and of a group of ministers
who sponsored a dance for
600 homosexuals. What is the course of
this world? It is ever down ward, and the
pace is being rapidly accelerated. Evil
men and seducers are waxing worse
and worse, deceiving and being
deceived.

The supreme need in our time is for

men and women who will live holy
and righteously, and for both laymen
and clergymen who will, in every
way consistent with propriety,

earnestly contend for the faith that
was once delivered unto the saints.

| said a prayer for you today
and know God must have
heard;
| felt the answer in my heart
Although He spoke not a
word.
| didn't ask for wealth or
fame
| knew you wouldn't mind;
| asked for priceless
treasures rare
Of a more lasting kind
| prayed that He'd be near to
you
Now that you've gone away;
To grant you all of His
blessings
And His light to show your
way.
| asked for happiness for you
In all things great and small;
But that you'd know His
loving care
| prayed for most of all.

Some people talk about
doing great things.
Others quietly get up and
do them.

Anonymous

‘So do not fear,
for I am with you,
do not be dismayed,
for I am your God.

I will strengthen you
and help you;
I will uphold you
with my righteous

right hand.”

Isaiah 41:10
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“Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, so help you God?"
This familiar question is repeated multiplied times each day
through out our land when the courts are in session. It has
no doubt caused many a man to hesitate for a moment, and
think a little more carefully as to the truthfulness of his
testimony.
The courts of the land are, in one sense, a type of the
final court of heaven, the great White Throne Judgment
Bar of God. Every man standing before the Judge of all
the earth will have to tell the truth, whether he chooses
to do so or not, because the all seeing eye of Almighty
6od will be penetrating into the depths of his soul. All
subterfuge, exaggeration and misconstruction will be a
thing of the past. Men will be afraid to tell anything but
the truth, whether it condemns their souls or not. The
Book of Life will be opened, and if man is to receive a
verdict of "not guilty," his testimony must agree with
"what saith the Lord."
In both civil and criminal court cases, men have, without
doubt, been pressed into adhering closer to the truth, by
repeating the court's declaration, and especially the last
part which states, " ... so help me God!" Some, of course,
ignore any such vows, fearing neither God nor man.

God's Book Is Opened Now
In the field of religion, it might pay some of the spiritual
leaders of America to consider the declaration of the
courts when explaining fundamental doctrines. Perhaps if
they leaned a little more heavily upon the "so help me God"
they would have courage to declare the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. But when they depend upon their
traditions and creeds alone, the truth is bound to suffer.
Men who guide others in spiritual matters should realize
that they are standing before the judgment bar of God
right now! If we judge ourselves correctly, according to
the truth of God's Word, then we shall not have to stand
at the fearful white throne.
Would it not be wonderful if men would have to lay their
hands upon the Bible ( and only the Bible) just

So Help Me God!

before they stepped into their pulpits, and listen to the
intonations of God's voice saying to them, "Do you
solemnly affirm that the evidence you shall present,
relative to the cause now under consideration, shall be
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you
G6od?" Perhaps that would make a few folks think a little
seriously.

What About Repentance?
Let us consider the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, regarding this great step of repentance. If
preached with anointing, authority, and according to
God's Book, it would start the wheels of a revival in the
land. Ministers who allow men to become members of the
church, without old-fashioned, God standing before
6od's judgment bar without telling the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. Thousands in modern churches
have never heard a powerful enough sermon on the sub-
Ject of repentance to convict them. Therefore, joining a
church becomes a membership affair, instead of a
heart-s e a r ¢ h i n g experience. The church
consequently grows in numbers without growing in the
grace of God, and truth is fallen in the streets.
Unless the evidence presented is truthful when the
matter of repentance is under consideration, the entire
case should be called a mistrial, thrown out of court,
and a demand be made by the Judge and jury that
correct testimony be presented. Oh if men would only
ask God to help them, and not fear what broad minded
society thinks, there would be thousands who could learn
the blessings and mercies of God through Biblical
repentance.

What About Water Baptism?
The emphasis of truth, affirming to 6od, with hand laid
upon the Bible, is certainly needed by many today when
testimony is presented about this question of water bap-
tism. If ministers were held strictly to the truth of
Bible examples of water baptism, and were not allowed
to deviate: if they could state nothing but the whole
truth, then every church in America and elsewhere would
baptize in the precious name of Jesus Christ.

continued on page 8
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So Help Me God!

There is not one example in the entire New Testament
where anyone was ever sprinkled, dipped, poured or
immersed in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost. No lawyer would ever use a testimony
that had never been applied or practiced even on one
occasion. "In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall
every word be established." What lawyer would go into
court to try a case without even one witness?
Men of the pulpit pound and hammer away through the
media of preaching, press and radio, about the cause of
water baptism. But when they eliminate or ignore the
name of Jesus Christ, they certainly are not presenting
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. It is time
that more men of the cloth cried out, “So help me God,"
and took a firm stand for water baptism in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. The examples are
Biblical. Facts are stated in Acts 2 :38; Acts 8:16; Acts
10:48 and Acts 19:5. The whole truth, and nothing but
the truth is recorded in God's Book. It alone will stand
the test of judgment. Fellow minister, if you are not now
preaching water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ,
please determine that, from now on, you will stand for
the right, so help you God!

What About the Baptism of the Holy Ghost?
The minister who speaks against tongues as the initial
physical evidence of the baptism of the Holy Ghost,
certainly does not do so with his hand on the Bible, and a
prayer on his lips of, "So help me God." We doubt very
much if any of the opposer's of this wonderful
Pentecostal experience have ever sought personally and
sincerely for the Holy Ghost, or have been closely
associated with the Pentecostal Church. Most of their
statements are hearsay.
One of the arguments against the whole truth is this: God
gave "tongues" on the Day of Pentecost so that the
disciples could go throughout the Roman Empire and
minister the message of salvation. The whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, is as follows:

At the time of Christ, even though the Roman Empire was
in power, the Greek language was the common language
throughout the entire Roman Empire. The whole Empire
was bilingual, which means that men spoke two languages.
But Greek was always one of those two. A Jew in
Palestine could speak both Greek and Aramaic (or so-
called Hebrew). Latin was the legal language, but not the
common language of the Empire. Therefore, it would not
have been necessary for God to have given the disciples a
foreign language to minister outside of Galilee, because all
countries in the Empire understood Greek.

Another evidence presented against tongues, which_
certainly does not carry with it the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, is this: Tongues in Acts, and
tongues in Corinthians are all the same; hence there is no
difference between receiving the Holy Ghost with the evi-
dence of speaking with tongues, as recorded in the Book
of Acts, and the gift of tongues that Paul referred to in
the Epistle to the Corinthians. If this were true (which it
is not), then all tongues would be relegated into the
classification given in I Corinthians 12:30, which asks,
“Do all speak with tongues?" The answer to this question
is, of course, "No." Thus, tongues are made to be almost
despised, and unwanted. These same false witnesses
forget that, on the Day of Pentecost, one hundred and
twenty spoke with tongues: that, at the house of Cor-
nelius, the entire family spoke with tongues: and that, at
Ephesus (Acts 19), twelve men spoke with tongues when
they received the Holy Ghost. If tongues were just for so
few, then the apostles and disciples were out of order on
the Day of Pentecost, because all present spoke with
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. If the
expression in I Corinthians 12:30 has reference to the
infilling of the Holy Ghost, and not to the gift of tongues
which a saint may receive after he has been filled with
the Spirit, then the God fearing, alms giving, praying, and
devout Cornelius and his household were certainly out of
order when the Holy Ghost fell on all which heard the
Word, and " . . . they heard them speak with tongues."
If this question, "Do all speak with tongues?" means (as
our opposer state) that perhaps a very few might receive
this experience in any assembly, then the little church
Paul started in Ephesus was certainly out of the will of
6od, because everyone in the original group spoke with
tongues. continued on page 10
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Joy On Your Journey

When you get ready to
preach on humility Pastor let
me know I'm an expert on
the subject.

If | Gained The World

If | gained the world, but lost the Saviour, Were
my life worth living for a day?

Could my yearning heart find rest and comfort
In the things that soon must pass away?

If | gained the world, but lost the Saviour,
Would my gain be worth the life long strife?
Are all earthly pleasures worth comparing For
a moment with a Christ filled life?

Had | wealth and love in fullest measure,

And a name revered both far and near,

Yet no hope beyond, no harbor waiting, Where
my storm tossed vessel | could steer; If |
gained the world, but lost the Saviour, Who
endured the cross and died for me, Could then
all the world afford a refuge, Whither, in my
anguish, | might flee?

Oh, what emptiness without the Saviour

'Mid the sins and sorrows here below!

And eternity, how dark without Him!

Only night and tears and endless woe!

What though | might live without the Saviour,
When | come to die, how would it be?

Oh, to face the valley's gloom without Him!
And without Him all eternity!

“*NO ONE sSPOKE TO ME ...

THATS THE
COLDEST CHURCH I WaAs EVER IN 7

A Prayer For Revival

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray; earth's
night is dark and many go astray the fire of love
for souls is burning low, Oh. send Thy fire and set
the church aglow!

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come we pray,

we need a mighty Pentecost today. Great Spirit,
come convincing men of sin | unveil the unbelief
that works within.

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray. The fire
must fall, there is no other way-to bring Revival
both to church and home. Thine must be the fire;
burning Spirit, come!

Spirit of God, come, Oh come, we pray, light up
the darkness with Thine own bright ray. Burn up
the worldliness, the Sin, the dross; and turn
men's hearts to Christ and to His cross.

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray, revive
Thy Work? Ohl Lord, without delay. Revive the
love of souls, their need reveal, and set Thy
church ablaze with holy zeal.

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray, revive

and deepen prayer from day to day. Thou dost _
respond to faith's persistent plea, "teaching us to
pray,"” till we the answer see!

Three Feet From Gold

During the gold rush, a man gave up mining just before he was
about to strike gold. He sold his equipment to another miner who
found gold just three feet from where the first miner stopped
digging. Moral: Perseverance is Rey; you may be closer to the
goal than you think, Never Give up! Never Give IN!



10

So Help Me God!

It would be good if men laid their
hands on the Bible, and affirmed to
6od that they would tell the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, when I
Corinthians 14:27 is quoted and
explained. It might help them if they
appealed for the help of God, like the
withess rn the court room. False
testimony leaves the impression that if
tongues are manifested at all in a church
service, then it would be limited to two
or three. The implication is that tongues
are so insignificant, and such an inferior
gift, that Paul limited to two or three
the number in any one church that
could speak with tongues. If tongues are
the same, whether in Acts or
Corinthians, then their testimony "falls
by the wayside" as untrue, because one
hundred and twenty  spoke  with
tongues in the second chapter of
Acts. Therefore, according to their
testimony, one hundred and seventeen
must have been wrong. Again, in
Cornelius' household, all but two or
three would have been out of order. At
Ephesus, nine out of the twelve men
would not have received God's infilling of
the Holy Ghost. Friends, we are nearer
the coming of the Lord than ever
before. Let us not weaken, but
earnestly contend for the faith once
delivered to the saints. Let us stand
for the truth. Let us realize that we
are before the court of heaven. Let us
solemnly affirm that the evidence we
present, relative to the salvation of the
souls of men, shall be the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth,
so help us God!

By S.6 Norris

AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER

"Does history teach us an inevitable
cooling of zeal with the passing of
time?"

MUST WE
DIE ?

THE lamentable wailing voice of King David
echoed through Hebron. "Died Abner as a
fool dieth? Thy hands were not bound, nor thy
feet put into fetters" (II Samuel 3:33, 34).
Mighty Abner, cousin of Saul, commander of
his army, and recently deserted to David, lay
dead. Had he remained in the safe confines of
the city of refuge, Hebron, he would have
lived. But, for some unknown reason he
yielded to subtle Joab and went aside with
him out of the gate for a quiet talk.

The unfortunate events that preceded the
tragedy are recorded in II Samuel 2. Abner,
against his will, had slain Asahel, Joab's
younger brother. Consequently, Joab
became the avenger of blood and was
determined to slay mighty Abner. Joab well
knew that Abner was safe as long as he
remained behind the secure walls of the city
of refuge. It was for that reason that he
called Abner outside the gate of the city,
apparently under the guise of discussing
some unrelated situation.
Abner must have known the chance he was
taking. Undoubtedly he was aware of the
law of Moses concerning the cities of
refuge. He knew he was safe there as long
as the High Priest lived, and at his death he
would be emancipated. Yet knowing all
this, he took the chance of folly and left the
city limits. He was not the first man, and
certainly not the last who has left the safety
of the city limits of this spiritual Jerusalem,
the mother of it all, to live in the cold
suburbs of the soul, only to find out too late
that there is death there.
The consequence of this moment of
indecision is plainly spelled out in the Bible
Joab "smote him there under the fifth
rib, that he died, for the blood of
Asahel his brother" (II Samuel 3:27).
Undoubtedly Joab pressured him to come
aside, and at last there was that compromise
of conviction within that caused Abner to
follow the path that led to his death. The
story is the same today pressure from
without, compromise from within, and
death lying at the door. It is no wonder that
King David lamented. There lay a mighty
warrior, equipped for life, yet cold and still
in death. His hands were not bound, his feet
were not in fetters, his sword was strapped
to his side, and his spear was possibly still
in his hand, yet he was dead, dead, dead!
continued page 11
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MUST WE
DIE ?

Equipped for life, yet cold in death! Pentecostals, if we
die, that will be our epitaph. The question burns in my
heart Pentecost must we die? Never has a church in
any generation been so equipped for life. We are
living in that blessed Jerusalem which is the mother of
us all. Our High Priest, Jesus, has died and we are
consequently set free from the law of sin and death.
The power of the early church has been released in us.
Her gifts stud our every endeavor. Today, we
have more modern conveniences, better means of
transportation, mass news media, and so many
diversified ways to get the job done, until I say, "If
we die, we die as a fool dies."

A call to rekindle holy fire.
Pentecost was not merely a historical event—it was a
divine ignition. Tongues of fire descended, not to warm
the room, but to set hearts ablaze. Yet how tragic it is
when that fire fades.
Pentecost marks the moment heaven invaded earth—not
with spectacle alone, but with power, purity, and
purpose. Fiery tongues descended to rest upon those
gathered—mnot just to ignite an event, but to awaken a
movement. The church was born in fire, not fashioned in
comfort. And yet, many today wander amid the ashes,
wondering why the flame flickers low.
The death we face is not one of flesh alone, but of
passion. It’s the quiet perishing of spiritual hunger—the
slow fading of zeal into routine. Jesus’ words to the
Ephesian church pierce through time: “You have left
your first love” (Revelation 2:4) The danger is not in
outright rebellion, but in slow erosion “a drifting from
fervor to formality, from passion to performance. To
“die” in this context is not physical, but spiritual—a
death of zeal, of intimacy, of holy hunger. It is to retain
the name of being alive, yet be found cold, mechanical,
and unmoved.To die in this context is to lose the essence
of spiritual vitality—to cling to reputation while our
spirits drift cold. “You have a name that you are alive,
but you are dead” (Revelation 3:1).

The sobering truth is that spiritual death
rarely arrives like a storm—it creeps like a
shadow, unnoticed until it's nearly complete.
The outer form remained—services held,

prayers spoken—but the heartbeat was
missing. Love had cooled. The fire had
dimmed.

Jesus’ warning to Laodicea stands like a
flashing beacon: “Because you are lukewarm
—mneither cold nor hot—I will vomit you out
of My mouth” (Revelation 3:16). The gentle
glow of complacency is more dangerous than
we admit. It deceives us into thinking we are
fine when, in truth, we are far from the flame.
Pentecost must not be remembered—it must
be relived. The Spirit is not a relic of the
early church but the breath of life in every
generation. The fire has not changed—but
have we moved from the altar? Let the dying

be the death of pride, apathy, and comfort. .

Let it be the crucifixion of self that we might

once again burn with the love that first §

captured us. Pentecost is not a calendar date
it is a summons. A flame waits for those who
dare to return. Pentecost must not be
remembered—it must be relived. The
Spirit who once filled the upper room still
longs to fill surrendered hearts. The question
is not whether the fire has gone out, but
whether we will return to the altar
MUST WE DIE?

jaos soasam

Return to the Flame

| once burned bright with holy
flame, A heart consumed by
Heaven’s name. But coals grew
dim beneath the dust, Choked by
comfort, pride, and rust.

The altar stood—I walked away,
Content to serve without the
blaze. | spoke His name with lips
so clean, Yet lost the wonder in
between.

He whispers still: “Return again,

Let fire fall where you have been.
| do not ask for perfect form, But
hearts that tremble to be warm.”

O Light that once set souls afire,
Ignite again this buried pyre.
Break every chain of dead
routine— Awake what sleeps in
me unseen.

Let Pentecost not sit in books,
But burn behind my yearning
look. Not distant page or holy lore
— But Spirit fire | can’t ignore.

I lay my will upon the coals, | give
You back my scattered soul.
Consume what’s false, what dims
the flame— And mark me burning
once again. G. Huddleston

WHERE EROSION HAS NO EFFECT
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Devices Of The Devil

Everything that God makes is perfect. Therefore,a
good God could not create a devil. Good and evil
have nothing in common, for they are the opposite
of each other. Yet we find the Scriptures stating that
Satan was "cast out" of heaven. How did he get
there?  Was he always the Devil?

Read Ezekiel 28:12-15. Under the symbolic name,
"King of Tyrus," God said of this mighty angel, "Thou
wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou was
created, till iniquity was found in thee." He is also
described as the "cherub that covereth." Satan was
once one of heaven's wisest and most beautiful
angels, yet he is now man's deadly enemy.

The prophet Isaiah adds valuable information about
the originator of sin (Isaiah 14: 2-4). God created all
the heavenly beings, including Lucifer, the most
beautiful of all created things. It was this beauty
that caused Lucifer to be filled with pride (Ezekiel
28: 17), and to aspire to be equal with God. Sin
knows no excuse or reason for its existence. Lucifer
was next to God in position and authority, but
selfish pride led him to revolt against the
government of God. This revolt broke out into open
conflict (Rev. 12:7), and the degraded Lucifer, now
called Satan, was "cast out" with the angels who
united with him in this struggle.

Pride and selfishness ,which are sin could not exist
in the presence of the God of love. How terrible to
find sin originating in "the holy mountain of God"

in the heart of the "covering cherub" who walked in
"the midst of the stones of fire" before the throne of
his loving Creator! the perfect angel Lucifer honored
above all of the created angels, let pride fill his heart
and thus he originated sin.

When you see the cartoons of the devil,picturing
him as red,with horns and split hoofs, remember
that is not the bible picture of this powerful enemy
of God. Instead he was the most beautiful and the

AMERICA’S CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER

wisest of the holy angels. So long as
the created beings in heaven
permitted love to be the controlling
power, there was no note of discord to
mar the celestial harmonies.

Then there was a change! He who
stood next to God, the one most
honored,permitted pride and jealousy
to control his life,and he sowed seeds
of discord among the other angels.

We are not told how long this conflict
continued in heaven.

But the originator of sin eventually
came to earth to tempt our first
parents.

Now, since Adam's fall, Satan has
claimed this earth as his lawful
dominion (Rev. 12: 12). We all know
the story of the temptation and fall of
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden

(Gen. 3: 1-24). From that day until now
the Devil has been free to tempt and
abuse the human family, fallen as
slaves of sin under his power. But God,
who overpowered him in the war in
heaven, came down. to earth, where he
took upon himself the form of a
servant," that He might do away with-
sin and the Devil (Phil. 2: 7). Glory to
God!
An Unseen Force

Our world is filled with tragedies
beyond our imagination: we see sin in
every form.

People we have known and
respected as good citizens
suddenly do the most terrible
things,and we wonder why. | will
tell you why, God's word makes it
plain that there is a mastermind
unseen by human eyes.

The word of God teaches that
this unseen force is none other
than the devil.

Just the other day | read in our
newspaper of a man who was
tried in court for offering a
human sacrifice. When asked
why he did so, he said a voice
spoke to him and told him to do
it. This is another proof the devil
is working.

The devil is not so concerned
about the people of the world as
he is God's people.

Satan's activities are centered
against the church. Earlier in this
message you read that the devil
was cast out of heaven.

Ever since that time he has been
very angry at God. Thus the Lord
warned us in 1 Peter 5:8 "Be
sober,be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring

lion,walketh about seeking
whom he may devour."
Remember friends, there is

power in the name of Jesus! Use
this great name in the hour of
your temptation; use it when the
Devil tries to overcome you. It is
the one word that will put the
Devil on the run. Then, as you
trust in Jesus, watch and pray
that the enemy of your soul shall
not have his way in your life.
By Leo Anderson
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To Will And To Do

As THE HIGHEST of God's creatures, man is a
very complex organism. He is made up of an
intellect, the ability to understand; emotions, or
feelings; and a will, an ability to make decisions.
The intellect and emotions contribute to the
decision, but the will makes the decision, based
on the information it has. Once the will has been
exercised, or the "mind has been made up,"
there is strength and action.

SOERES TN O R
IR SR S

John Wilkes Booth decided in 1864, when
Abraham Lincoln won reelection as President, that
he would kill the Chief Executive. He made two
unsuccessful attempts. But more than a year after
he made his resolution, he finally accomplished
the terrible dream. On April 14, 1865, Booth
methodically planned and executed the
assassination of the President.

Can you not see the power in making the decision
to act? What can hinder a man whose mind is set
upon the completion of a task?

decision of the individual's will to accept the promises of Jesus
Christ. Once the decision has been made, the believer steps into
the pathway of obedience that will lead to his salvation.

Indecision delays salvation. It places a person in eternal jeopardy.
"A double minded man is unstable in all his ways" (James 1:8).
What joy and power can come to the man who will exercise his
will and step out on the promises of the Lord! He puts "his hand to
the plough," and does not look back. He says with Joshua, " ... we
will serve the Lord."

The Apostle Paul realized from his personal experience that
obedience and action follow the exercise of the will. He told the
jailer to " ... believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved .... " (Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9). He knew that he and his
family would find joy in obedience, once their decision was made
(See Acts 16:34).

Coming into Ephesus (Acts 19), Paul found men who had not
received the Holy Ghost, because they knew only the ministry of
John the Baptist. The apostle fully expected true believers to
receive the infilling of the Spirit. That is why he asked, "Have ye
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?" When they believed
on the Lord Jesus, they received His Spirit.

Wasn't this the will of Jesus? He had promised salvation to those
who made a choice to be His disciples. "He that believeth on me,
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water" (John 7:38, 39; 4:14; 6:35; Isaiah 12:3).

There is blessing and strength in "making up your mind." The
determination to walk with Christ is the first step toward victory.
The commitment of your life to the Lord will keep you through the
difficult times.

Jesus asked the Twelve Disciples if they were going to turn back
as so many people had done. Peter replied that they had made a
commitment, and that Christ alone had words of eternal life.

Would you like to join the honor roll of the committed and
dedicated? Do you want your life to be remembered for
righteousness' sake? Decide now to "believe on the Lord Jesus"
and step out to obey Acts 2:38 search His Word with all your
mind, soul, and strength!

Loren Yadon
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stuggard
desireth,and hath

nothing

but the soul of the
diligent shall be
made

fat.

Prov. 13:4
HE DOETH ALL THINGS WELL

"He doeth all things well;' they say,
And in this truth I see
Whatever comes thy earthly way
Is bless'd eternally.

For, can He touch a part of life
And leave it dying, cold?
Nay; rather, good things flow from strife;
His hand on thee keeps hold.

So, nothing's lost, or harms thy stay
While ye are Christ's dear sheep:
He brightens up the darkest way;,
Thy future He doth keep.

"He doeth all things well," Amen.
This promise grants thee rest:
Doubt cannot live if Jesus' plan
Is that all things are bless'd.

Psalms 121:1

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from
the LORD, which made heaven and earth. He
will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that
keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he that
keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.

THE TRIUMPH OF GOD’S LOVE

The successful Christian will avail himself of every offensive and defensive means
to combat the onslaughts of the evil one. The Apostle Paul lists
the Christian’s armor in Ephesians 6:13-17.

Divine Guidance

In times of trial, when faith seems thin, Trust in
the light that shines within. God's hand will
guide, His love will stay, Through every night,
to a brighter day.

Heavenly Strength

When burdens grow and paths are steep, Know
that the Lord your soul will keep. In every
prayer, His strength you'll find, A solace true, a
peace of mind.

Enduring Faith

Though storms may rage and shadows fall, Hold
firm in faith, and stand tall.

For God's embrace is always near,

A source of hope, to quell each fear.

"Flatter me, and I may not believe you.
Criticize me, and I may not like you.
Ignore me, and I may not forgive you.
Encourage me, and I will not forget

"

you.
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The Master Piece

I place it in
All  my paint
are under your command.

your

Let it tell a
every brush stroke,

” and all I've left behind.
‘\\

tall Singing, "I shall not

straight to you.

You formed me in my Mother's
womb You knew me even then
who could better paint my life

from where it first began?

So,when
and the

my life s
picture is

it will be a master piece.

Billy DeWitt

There Are Others

If times are hard, and you feel blue.
Think of others, worrying, too.
Just because your trials are many
Don't think the rest of us haven't any.

Life's made up of smiles and tears,
Joys and sorrows, mixed with fears;
And though to you it may seem one-
sided, Trouble is pretty well divided.

If we could look in every heart,
We'd find that each one has its part.
And those who travel Fortune's road
Sometimes carry the biggest load.

My life's an empty canvas Lord
hands.
and  brushes

story  Lord
every line
of everything I've gained in you

The times I stood up straight and

moved!" Those times I turned back
from the fight And come running

over
complete
It will be more than just a painting
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Our Partners in Helping to Spread the Word

America’s Christian
Newspaper is blessed to
have the prayers and support
from congregations all over
the country, spreading the
Word far and wide.
Thanks to all who have been so
faithful and generous.

GOD BLESS YOU!
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Friendship cheers the faint and weary,
Makes the timid spirit brave,

Warns the erring, lights the dreary,
Smooths the passage to the grave.

Friendship — pure, unselfish friendship,
All through life’s allotted span,

Nurtures, strengthens, widens, lengthens,
Man’s relationship with man.

— Author Unknown

THE PLACE OF DEFEAT

There’s no defeat in life
Save from within,
Unless you're beaten there

You’re bound to win. — Henry Austin

IF T GAINED THE WORLD

If I gained the world, but lost the Saviour,
Were my life worth living for a day?

Could my yearning heart find rest and comfort
In the things that soon must pass away?

If I gained the world, but lost the Saviour,
Would my gain be worth the life-long strife?
Are all earthly pleasures worth comparing
For a moment with a Christ-filled life?

Had I wealth and love in fullest measure,
And a name revered both far and near,
Yet no hope beyond, no harbor waiting,
Where my storm-tossed vessel I could steer;
If T gained the world, but lost the Saviour,
Who endured the cross and died for me,
Could then all the world afford a refuge,
Whither, in my anguish, I might flee?

Oh, what emptiness without the Saviour
'Mid the sins and sorrows here below!

And eternity, how dark without Him!

Only night and tears and endless woe!

What though I might live without the Saviour,
When I come to die, how would it be?

Oh, to face the valley’s gloom without Him!
And without Him all eternity!






HITORIAL

THE COURSE OF THIS WORLD

JN HIS EPISTLE to th- Ephesian Christians, Paul
reminded them that they had once walked ". . . ac-
cording to the course of this world.... " Webster
defines course, in the sense that it is relevant to
Paul's meaning in this verse, as "a way or path; the
direction taken."

What is the present course of this world? Which
way or path is it traveling? What direction is it tak-
ing? These are vital questions, for paths and ways
lead to destinations, from some of which there is no
way of return.

Misguided individuals of our day are quick to
claim that the world is, in every way, growing better.
They feel that we are on the way to Utopia. They
visualize a golden age, to be achieved by scientific
discovery and man's inventive ingenuity. Disease and
poverty are to be abolished; everyone will be healthy,
prosperous and happy. War will be no more.

But what does the Bible teach concerning the
course of this world? A vivid, though admittedly in-
complete, answer to this question is found in Daniel's
interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the
great image. This image had a head of fine gold;
its breast and arms were of silver; its belly and
thighs were of -brass; its legs were of iron; and its
feet were part iron and part clay. From head to feet,
each succeeding metal was inferior to the one before
it. This great image portrayed the kingdoms of the
world from Daniel's time until the second coming of
Christ. The head of gold represented Babylon. Daniel
said to Nebuchadnezzar, "After thee shall arise an-
other kingdom inferior to thee.... "

We are now in the time portrayed by the feet .of

iron an< clay. Such a mixture is a far cry from pure
gold. Throughout the centuries the world 'has steadily
deteriorated. The trend has been intensified in our
time.

Which Way is the World Going Morally?

The moral standard of the world, as judged by
the Bible standaj:d of morality, has never been lower.
Millions have lost their way morally, and no longer
know what is right and what is wrong.

Seminudity is casually accepted by the vast major-
ity. Now we read of topless bathing suits for wom-
en. One"of our well-known secular magazines tells of
one Claudine Durand who appeared on a beach in
France wearing such a suit. She was arrested, charged
with "an outrage to public decency," given an eight-
day sentence and fined $200 (both of which were sus-
pended). But the Appellate Court reversed the deci-
sion. It said, "Inasmuch as the spectacle of the nudity
of the human body has nothing intrinsic in it that
would outrage normal, even delicate decency...we ac-
quit her." Thus the door was thrown open to further
nudity.

Recently the National Council of Churches pub-
lished a pamphlet for the United Christian Youth
Movement, which read, in part: "We know further
that there is sexual contact between unmarried cou-
ples that is motivated by love, and which is pure, and
on occasion beautiful." Such a vile teaching by reli-
gious teachers of youth seems well-nigh incredible,
and is certainly incomprehensible.

Episcopal minister Frederic C. Wood, chaplain of
Baltimore's Goucher College, a school for girls, said
in a sermon to the students: "Sex is good... sex is fun
... Pre-marital sex is not bad or dirty. Indeed it can
be very beautiful." Does such immoral teaching as
this have any effect? It is said that most of the stu-

(Continued on page 20)
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THE COURSE OF THIS WORLD

(Continued from page 2)

dents agreed. Ore girl stated that she had sent a copy
of the sermon to her sixteen-year-old sister.

Which Way is the Wordd Going Politically?

Perhaps such a question will give rise to another:
"Should Christians be concemed with things politi-
cal?" Yes, when these things have, or will have, a
bearing upon their spiritual state, or upon the work
of God.

In countries not already dominated by Commun-
ism, the trend s more and more toward socialism.
Our own country is o exception. |t appears that the
federal government has set about to "take care" of us
all, s well as to direct our lives. As a case in point,
nearly twenty per-cent of last year's twelve billion
dollar farm income, or about two and one-tenth bil-
lion dollars, came in the form of direct payments from
the federal treasury.

But why speak of such things here? Simply be-
cause they are preparing the way for the fulfilment
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of prophecy. The Bible plainly declares that before
Jesus' second coming the entire world will be united
into one great empire, ruled by one man. The present
trend toward socialism, and the drift toward interna-
tionalism, are signs which point to the imminence of
Jesus' return.

Which Way is the World Going Religiously?

Generally speaking, the path of religion leads more
and more away from old-time fundamentalism into
sceptical liberalism. There are notable exceptions,
for which we thank God. But hundreds of present-day
preachers no longer believe in the virgin birth of
Christ, in His expiatory death, in His literal resurrec-
tion, iii. His literal second coming, or in heaven or hell.
Many of these preachers are highly influential in their
denominations. Some are heads of well-known sem-
inaries. One grieves at what the ministerial students
in these seminaries will be led to believe, or disbe-
lieve.

The modern preacher is capable of doing amazing
things! Some have openly espoused the use of pro-
fanity; others have opposed laws against pornography,
saying that they feared such laws would violate the
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freedom of speech and of the press. Thousands of these
strange clerics preach nothing but a social welfare
gospel, scoming the fundamentalist minister a a
"pie in the sky by and by" preacher. The doctrine of
reconciliation has been perverted to mean the bring-
ing of harmony between certain social factions, rather
than between man and God.

There are other strange carryings on among the
clergy. We read of a preacher who fought to main-
tain the sale of beer in a baseball park; of another
who sponsored a teen-age dance in a cemetery; of
an Anglican churchman who wrote that Sigmund

Freud and Karl Marx, both defiant atheists, have
strong claims to godliness; and of a group of ministers
who sponsored a dance for 600 homosexuals.

What s the course of this world? It is ever down-
ward, and the pace is being rapidly accelerated. Evil
men and seducers are waxing worse and worse, de-
ceiving and being deceived.

The supreme need in our time i for men and wom-
en who will live holily and righteously, and for
both laymen and clergymen who will, in every way
consistent with propriety, earnestly contend for the
faith that was once delivered unto the saints.

o8
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Ministers Should Preach Nothing But the Truth . . .

“Do you solemnly swear to tell lhe
truth, the whole truth, and nothing bui
the truth, so help you God?”

This familiar question is repeated
multiplied times each day through-
out our land when the courts are in
session. It has no doubt caused
many a man to hesitate for a mo-
ment, and think a little more care-
fully as to the truthfulness of his
testimony.

The courts of the land are, in one
sense, a type of the final court of
heaven, the great White Throne
Judgment Bar of God. Every man
standing before the Judge of all the
earth will have to tell the truth,
whether he chooses to do so or not,
because the all-seeing eye of Al-

of the courts when explaining funda-
mental doctrines. Perhaps if they
leaned a little more heavily upon the
“so help me God” they would have
courage to declare the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth. But when
they depend upon their traditions
and creeds alone, the truth is bound
to suffer.

Men who guide others in spiritual
matters should realize that they are
standing before the judgment bar of
God right now! If we judge our-
selves correctly, according to the
truth of God’s Word, then we shall
not have to stand at the fearful
white throne.

Would it not be wonderful if men
would have to lay their hands upon
the Bible (and only the Bible) just

standing before God’s judgment bar
without telling the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. Thousands in
modern churches have never heard a
powerful enough sermon on the sub-
ject of repentance to convict them.
Therefore, joining a church becomes
a membership affair, instead of a
heart-searching experience. The
church consequently grows in num-
berg without growing in the grace of
God, and truth is fallen in the
streets.

Unless the evidence presented is
truthful when the matter of repent-
ance is under consideration, the en-
tire case should be called a mistrial,
thrown out of court, and a demand
be made by the Judge and jury that
correct testimony be presented. Oh

mighty God will be penetrating into
the depths of his soul. All subter-
fuge, exaggeration and misconstruec-
tion will be a thing of the past. Men
will be afraid to tell anything but
the truth, whether it condemng their
souls or not. The Book of Life will
be opened, and if man is to receive a
verdict of “not guilty,” his testimony
must agree with “what saith the
Lord.”

In both civil and criminal court
cases, men have, without doubt, been
pressed into adhering closer to the
truth, by repeating the court’s dec-
laration, and especially the last part
which states, “. .. so help me God!”
Some, of course, ignore any such
vows, fearing neither God nor man.

God’s Book Is Opened Now

In the field of religion, it might
pay some of the spiritual leaders of
America to consider the declaration
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By S. G. NORRIS
if men would only ask God to help

before they stepped into their pul-
pits, and listen to the intonations of
God's voice saying to them, “Do you
solemnly affirm that the evidence
vou shall present, relative to the
cause now under consideration, shall
be the whole truth, and nothing hut
the truth, so help you God?’ Per-
hapg that would make a few folks
think a little seriously.

What About Repentance?

Let us consider the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, regard-
ing this great step of repentance. If
preached with anointing, authority,
and according to God's Book, it
would start the wheels of a revival
in the land. Ministers who allow
men to become members of the
church, without old-fashioned, God-
fearing repentance, are certainly
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them, and not fear what broad-
minded society thinks, there would
be thousands who could learn the
blessings and mercies of God through
Biblical repentance.

What About Water Baptism?

The emphasis of truth, affirming
to God, with hand laid upon the Bi-
ble, is certainly needed by many to-
day when testimony is presented
about this question of water bap-
tism. If ministers were held strictly
to the truth of Bible examples of wa-
ter baptism, and were not allowed to
deviate; if they could state nothing
but the whole truth, then every
church in America and elsewhere
would baptize in the precious name

(Continued on page 20)





So Help Me God!

(Continued from page 3)

of Jesus Christ. There is not one ex-
ample in the entire New Testament
where anyone was ever sprinkled,
dipped, poured or immersed in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost. No lawyer
would ever use a testimony that had
never been applied or practiced even
on one occasion. ‘“In the mouth of
two or three witnesses shall every
word be established.” What lawyer
would go into court to try a case
without even one witness?

Men of the pulpit pound and ham-
mer away through the media of
preaching, press and radio, about the
cause of water baptism. But when
they eliminate or ignore the name of
Jesus Christ, they certainly are not
presenting the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. It is time that
more men of the cloth cried out, “So
help me God,” and took a firm stand
for water baptism in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins. The examples are Biblical.
Facts are stated in Acts 2:38; Acts
8:16; Acts 10:48 and Acts 19:5. The
whole truth, and nothing but the
truth is recorded in God's Book. It
alone will stand the test of judg-
ment. Fellow minister, if you are not
now preaching water baptism in the
name of Jesus Christ, please deter-
mine that, from now on, you will
stand for the right, so help you God!

What About the Baptism
of the Holy Ghost?

The minister who speaks against
tongues as the initial physical evi-
dence of the baptism of the Holy
Ghost, certainly does not do so with
his hand on the Bible, and a prayer
on his lips of, “So help me God.” We
doubt very much if any of the oppos-
ers of this wonderful Pentecostal ex-
perience have ever sought personally
and sincerely for the Holy Ghost, or
have heen closely associated with the
Pentecostal Church. Most of their
statements are hearsay.

One of the arguments against the

whole truth is this: God gave
“tongues” on the Day of Pentecost
so that the disciples could go

throughout the Roman Empire and
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minister the message of salvation.
The whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, is as follows: At the time of
Christ, even though the Roman Em-
pire was in power, the Greek lan-
guage was the common language
throughout the entire Roman Em-
pire. The whole Empire was bilin-
gual, which means that men spoke
two languages. But Greek was al-
ways one of those two. A Jew in
Palestine could speak both Greek
and Aramaic (or so-called Hebrew).
Latin was the legal language, but not
the common language of the Em-
pire. Therefore, it would not have
been necessary for God to have giv-
en the disciples a foreign language
to minister outside of Galilee, be-
cause all countries in the Empire un-
derstood Greek.

Another evidence presented against
tongues, which certainly does not
carry with it the whole truth, and
nothing hut the truth, is this:
Tongues in Acts, and tongues in Co-
rinthians are all the same; hence
there is no difference between receiv-
ing the Holy Ghost with the evi-
dence of speaking with tongues, as
recorded in the Book of Aects, and
the gift of tongues that Paul referred
to in the Epistle to the Corinthians.
If this were true (which it is not),
then all tongues would be relegated
into the classification given in I Co-
rinthians 12:30, which asks, “Do all
speak with tongues?” The answer to
this question is, of course, “No.”
Thus, tongues are made to be almost
despised, and unwanted.

These same false witnesses forget
that, on the Day of Pentecost, one
hundred and twenty spoke with
tongues; that, at the house of Cor-
nelius, the entire family spoke with
tongues; and that, at Ephesus (Acts
19), twelve men spoke with tongues
when they received the Holy Ghost.
If tongues were just for so few, then
the apostles and disciples were out
of order on the Day of Pentecost, be-
cause all present spoke with tongues
as the Spirit gave them utterance.
If the expression in I Corinthians
12:30 has reference to the infilling
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of the Holy Ghost, and not to the
gift of tongues which a saint may
receive after he hasg been filled with
the Spirit, then the God-fearing,
alms-giving, praying, and devout

- Cornelius and his household were

certainly out of order when the Holy
Ghost fell on all which heard the
Word, and “. . . they heard them
speak with tongues.” If this ques-
tion, “Do all speak with tongues?”
means (as our opposers state) that
perhaps a very few might receive
this experience in any assembly, then
the little church Paul started in
Ephesus was certainly out of the will
of God, because everyone in the orig-
inal group spoke with tongues.

It would be good if men laid their
hands on the Bible, and affirmed to
God that they would tell the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth,
when I Corinthians 14:27 is quoted
and explained. It might help them if
they appealed for the help of God,
like the witness in the court room.
False testimony leaves the impres-
sion that if tongues are manifested
at all in a church service, then it
would be limited to two or three. The
implication is that tongues are so in-
significant, and such an inferior gift,
that Paul limited to two or three the .
number in any one church that could
speak with tongues. If tongues are
the same, whether in Acts or Corin-
thians, then their testimony ‘“falls by
the wayside” as untrue, because one
hundred and twenty spoke with
tongues in the second chapter of
Acts. Therefore, according to their
testimony, one hundred and seven-
teen must have been wrong. Again,
in Cornelius’ household, all but two
or three would have been out of or-
der. At Ephesus, nine out of the
twelve men would not have received
God’s infilling of the Holy Spirit.

Friends, we are nearer the coming
of the Lord than ever before. Let us
not weaken, but earnestly contend
for the faith once delivered to the
saints. Let us stand for the truth.
Let us realize that we are before the
court of heaven. Let us solemnly
affirm that the evidence we present,
relative to the salvation of the souls
of men, ghall be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, so
help us God!
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Please explain Hebrews 6:4-6. Does this mean that if
one backslides after he has been saved, there is no
place of repentance for him?

This passage of Scripture reads: “For it is impossible
for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God,
and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall
away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing
they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and
put him to an open shame.”

The term “fall away” means more than what we
refer to as backsliding. However, backsliding is the
beginning of falling away, which I doubt ever happens
to a person suddenly.

Paul wrote, “For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because
that which may be known of God is manifest in them;
for God hath showed it unto them. For the invisible
things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse: Because that, when they knew God,
they glorified him net as God, neither were thankful;
put became vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened...Wherefore God also
zave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their
own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between
themselves. . .For this cause, God gave them up unto
vile affections...And even as they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to
a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not

convenient” (Romans 1:18-28). The next four verses
show the fallen condition of these people, and the
judgment of God which was to follow. Read also 2
Thessalonians 2:10-12.

There is only one approach to God—through
repentance, and that comes from godly sorrow, for
Paul said, “Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry,
but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made
sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive
damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the
sorrow of the world worketh death For behold this
selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly
sort. . ..” (2 Corinthians 7:9-11).

Therefore, when a person backslides, he can repent.
But when a person falls away, until he has no feeling
of regret, and is possessed of a reprobate mind,
believing a lie because of strong delusion, there is no
hope of repentance. All this starts when one rejects the
truth, for Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).

When a person who has repented, has been baptized in
Jesus’ name, and has received the Holy Ghost,
backslides and goes back into sin, is it necessary for
him to be baptized again in water when he returns to
the church, and is refilled with the Holy Ghost?

To become a child of God, one must be born again.
Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Then He
added, “Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John
3:3, b).

Jesus told His apostles, “And that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his (Jesus’)
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem”
(Luke 24:47). (Read also Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark
16:15, 16; Acts 1:3-8.)

On the day of Pentecost it all began when Peter
answered the question of the multitude: “What shall
we do?” His answer is found in Acts 2:38, 39, which
shows by pattern, precept and example how one
becomes a child of God and enters into the kingdom of
God.

When one backslides, he becomes a disobedient
child. He does not need to be born again of water and
of the Spirit, but rather needs to come back to God in
repentance, asking forgiveness, and for a refilling of
His Spirit. He must again take up his cross where he
laid it down. Unless he does this, he will finally be
destroyed with the wicked, along with all who have
turned away from God.

Such a person does not need to be baptized again in
water in Jesus’ name.






once again become aware of the tooth ache he had. No one on
a sinking ship has ever reported to sick bay. Remember your
first love. I recognize that the Bible says that the Jove of many
shall wax cold in the last days, but this is one Scripture that
we are not required to personally fulfill.

It is both interesting and startling to trace this fifty year
cycle, both scripturally and historically. The last apostle died
in the year 100 A.D. Immediately, Lucifer, the head of all
evil, the archangel of error, rose up with fresh vigor and
bruised the heel of the church. Spiritual blood-poisoning that
was to infect the whole body soon set in. History records that
between the year 100 and 150 A.D., worldliness began to
creep into the church. A mighty revival of holiness around the
year 150 A.D. seemed to have been the Holy Spirit's effort to
again purify the body of Christ and drive out this infectious
disease.

The Eleventh edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica,
Volume 18, Page 757 says this, "There in Phrygia, the cry for
a strict Christian life was reinforced by the belief in a new and
final outpouring of the Spirit, a coincidence which has been
observed elsewhere in church history. These zealots hailed the
appearance of the Paraclete (Holy Spirit) in Phrygia and sur-
rendered themselves to His guidance." In so doing, however,
they had to withdraw from the church and became known as
Montanists. Their name was derived from their leader,
Montanus, a man who appeared on the scene of Christendom
around the year 156 A.D., near the Phrygian border. He was
God's voice in the wilderness, crying out against the advance
of worldliness.

About the middle of the second century, a change began to
take place in the outward circumstances of Christianity. Page
757 of Volume 18 states, "The enthusiasm for life of holiness
and separation from the world no longer swayed all minds. In
many cases, sober convictions and/or submissive assent supplied
the want of spontaneous enthusiasm. There were many who did
not become, but who were and therefore remained, Christians.
(This means they were not Christians by personal convictions, but by
family environment.)

Then, inaddition to this, Christians were already found inall ranks
and occupations-in the imperial palace, among the officials, inthe
abodes of labor, i the halls of learning, and among slaves and
freemen.

"Should the church take the decisive step into the world,
conform to its customs and acknowledge as far as possible its
authorities, or ought she, onthe other hand, to remain asa society
of religious devotees, separated and shut out from the world.
That this was the question at issue, it is obvious enough now,
although it could not be clearly perceived at the time. It was
natural that warning voices could then be raised in the church
against secular tendencies, that the well-known council, about
the imitation of Christ, should be held up intheir literal strictness
before worldly Christians.

"The Church as a whole, however, under pressure of cir-
cumstances rather than by spontaneous impulse, decided
otherwise. She marched through the opened door into the Ro-
man State and settled down there to Christianize the state by
imparting to it the Word of the Gospel, but at the same time,
leaving it everything except its Gods. With the aid of its
philosophy, she created her new Christian theology. But,
believers of the old school protested in the name of the gospel
against this secular church. They joined an enthusiastic move-
ment which had been originated ina remote province, and had at
first had a merely local importance."

This was the beginning of the revival under Montanus. This
was the position of the church approximately fifty years after the
death of the last apostle.

There is much controversy over this man Montanus. Jesse
Hurlbut, in The Story of the Christian Church, makes this
observation, "The Montanists, named from their founder
Montanus, should scarcely be classed among the heretical sects
though their teachings were condemned by the church. They were
Puritans, claiming to return to the simplicity of the primitive
Christians. They believed inthe priesthood of all
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true believers, and not in orders of the ministry; sought for a
strict discipline in the church; held to prophetic gifts as the
privilege of disciples, and had many prophets and proph-
etesses in their membership."

In modern times, John Wesley gave approval to Montanus
and most of his teachings. Harnack, an eminent modern
scholar, has also endorsed them. With regard to these sects
and so-called heresies, one difficulty in understanding them
arises from the fact that most of their own writings have
perished, and we are dependent for our views upon those who
wrote against them and who were undoubtedly prejudiced.

It is true that many modern theologians attack Montanism
as heresy. However, did they not say the same about Paul
when he countered, "After the way which they called heresy,
so worship I the God of my fathers"? Have they not said the
same thing about every holiness revival? Do not Pentecostals
join ranks with them today in receiving the rebuke of modern
religion?

The ardor and the prophesying of these followers of
Montanus were denounced as demoniacal. "Their expectation
of a glorious earthly kingdom of Christ was stigmatized as
Jewish, their passion for martyrdom as vain-glorious, and
their whole conduct as hypocritical. As a rule, the Bishops
were resolute enemies of the Montanist's enthusiasm. Between
the year 150 and 176 A.D., the authority of the Episcopate
(Bishops) had been immensely strengthened, and along with it
a settled order had been introduced into the church. The
bishops and their flocks gave offense to the spiritualists on so
many points that at last it could be endured no longer.

"The latter wished for more fasting and prohibition of
second marriages, a frank, courageous profession of
Christianity in daily life, and an entire separation from the
world. The bishops, on the other hand, sought to make it as
easy as possible to be Christian, lest they should lose the
greater part of their congregations." (Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica, Eleventh edition, Volume 18, Page 758, 759).

These advocates of Christian purity attempted to remain
with the established church order, however, at length they
were finally driven out and had to form their own con-
gregations. The Encyclopedia Britannica further states,
"...this explains how the latter Montanists never obtained a
position of influence. In accepting, with slight reservations,
the results of a development which the church had undergone
during the fifty years from 150-200 A.D., it reduced itself to
the level of a sect."

These are startling statements indeed. Just think-the
church in full glory at the year 100 A.D.; worldliness invading
for the next fifty years; and then in 150 A.D., a revival of
holiness. Then, around the year 200 A.D., or some fifty years
later, the revival spirit begins to wane. Could it be true that
there is a danger of this fifty year cycle of revival, organi-
zation, education, socialization, and then stagnation?

Before passing from our brief mention of Montanism, I
would like to add the following observation: Page 759 of the
previously mentioned reference states, 'The early Montanists
used expressions which seemed to indicate a Monarchian con-
ception of the person of Christ." To be a Monarchian was a
second century expression for saying, "I am a Oneness."
Apparently many of these people were advocates of the full-
orbed deity of Christ, and were very strong for holiness and
purity in the local congregations.

Pentecost must we die? Must we follow this fifty year cycle?
In all fairness, I must state that there is more than one way for
a church to die. What happened to these stalwart followers of
Montanus? The Encyclopedia Britannica states: ". .. after their
separation from the church, they became narrower and pettier
in their conception of Christianity. Their asceticism degenerated
into legalism. Their claim to a monopoly of pure Christianity
made them arrogant." It is quite apparent that this spiritual
pride, self-centeredness, and extreme individualism became their
downfall. History records these words, "They died out."










We are entering into the fourth generation of modern
Pentecostalism. The grace of God has brought us many miles
from Stone’s Folly and Azusa Street.

Though the miles of time may separate us from the
historical events that transpired there, may God forbid that it
would ever destroy our spiritual heritage. Even the devil has
changed his tactics against the Pentecostals. Where he once
fought us; burned our arbors, rotten-egged our preachers, and
even dragged some to jail; today he seems to assume that if we
are left alone long enough, there will come that inevitable
cooling of zeal, and that we, too, will follow the path of other
movements. This path has led to death for many.

Church history is filled with accounts of what particular
movements used to be. I have no doubt that there will always
be a Pentecostal Church as a denomination. But, the thing that
disturbs me is we could live as a movement long after we died
as a revival. The machinery could clank on long after the oil
of the Spirit had been drained out. It is a fact that every
generation must get its bearings. We must know as individuals
what the Scripture has to say to us. We must find out for our-
selves in what direction God is moving, and move with Him.

Recently, I have read several articles on the general subject,
“What has happened to my Church?’ Most of these articles
have been written by laymen in the various churches, who
seem to feel that their present church structure lacks the life
and vitality it once had. As I read and study the historic
traversings of these people, I again ask myself the
question—Pentecost must we die? Immediately, the counter-
question comes —Why did they die? Let me hasten to say that
the modern theologians of present-day Christendom do not
believe that spiritual rigormortis has beset their respective
churches.

Several years ago I was the afternoon speaker during a
camp meeting conducted in one of our Northern states. The
camp facilities had been rented from the Methodist
conference of that area. Our group had been using this camp
for several years, and on numerous occasions the Methodist
Bishop visited the camp. This fine man had been preaching
for many years, and was then past seventy. He related briefly
to us the history of this particular campground.

He stated that the Methodists had been worshipping here in
camp meetings since well before the turn of the century.
“Why,” he said, “the meetings you folks are having here are
not strange to this tabernacle. I can remember when the
Methodists shouted and rejoiced. I can remember when we
had our mourners benches, and repentant sinners wept their
way through to God.” Then he made this startling statement.
“But, those events are in our past history. We do not need
such experiences any longer. Methodism has matured, it has
grown up. Today Pentecostalism is in its embryonic stages.
You are passing through a sphere of growth that we, too,
encountered in our history.” “In years to come,” he
concluded, “the Pentecostal Church will mature as we have.
You will then not need your emotional type of worship.”

What our Methodist Bishop and other modernists in unison
call spiritual maturity, I must call death. Pentecost must we
die? Our movement would not be the first church to fall
among thieves and be stripped and left half dead.

The root cause of spiritual deterioration is worldliness.
What is worldliness? Someone has well-stated that it is human
activity with God left out. It is life which is horizontal and not
vertical. It is ambition without aspiration. It aims at success and
not holiness. Its motto is “Forward,” not “Upward.” Anytime
a church loses its sense of righteousness before God, and
anytime a group loses its desire for old-fashioned holiness and
sanctification, it is in its death throes. When I hear a minister
snear and ridicule so-called standards in a church, though he
may be waxing eloquent, it is as though I hear the death rattles
in his throat.

There are numerous denominations that have not changed
their doctrinal precepts for decades. If you read their manuals
and articles of faith, you would immediately say, “My, what a
powerful church.” Yet, what they have on paper they have not

in their hearts and everyday lives. I had much rather have
holiness as an experience and not a doctrine, than to have it as
a doctrine and not an experience.

The worldliness that is entrenched in Christendom today
did not always abide there. As one writer observed, “Sin
never occurs in simplicity. Like a brakeless roller coaster,
once it starts, it must complete its cycle. It gets its thrust from
lust and continues its course until its momentum is finally
spent in the jolt of death.” Remember though it may have a
small, simple, and insignificant beginning, sin is greedy. It is
not satisfied to remain small or to walk slowly. For this
reason, nothing must go unchecked. Constant vigilance is the
price of holiness. It is said, “but some are just worldly
Christians.” It was Billy Sunday who stated, "It is just as
sensible to talk about heavenly devils as it is to talk about
worldly Christians.”

As previously mentioned history teaches us that practically
all movements follow this pattern: revival, organization,
education, socialization and stagnation. One minister made
this observation, “A spiritual awakening seeks scriptural
definition of the experience. This results in doctrinal
standards based on the Word of God. These in turn demand
defenders of orthodoxy, resulting in denominational organi-
zations. These organizations are replenished through ed-
ucational centers where men are trained to perpetuate the
definiton, if not the experience, of the original awakening.”

Pentecostals, is it possible that we too could lose sight of
our original calling and experience and begin to worship the
institution more than the instiller? The chains of compromise
are generally too small to be felt until they are too strong to
be broken.

Some time ago I read a rather startling appraisal of church
history. The author made one statement that particularly
arrested my attention. He said that no church has maintained
in practice the original tenets and standards of its founding
fathers for over fifty years. In essence, he said that time will
inevitably bring about a re-examination and a re-appraisal of
original truth. Could this be so? Does history teach an
inevitable cooling of zeal with the passing of time?

Immediately I thought of our Lord’s first rebuke to the
seven churches of Asia, as recorded in Revelation 2:4. It was
addressed to the Ephesians and the language of the Scripture
is, “Thou hast left thy first love.” He simply meant, you do not
love me like you once did. Note that God did not accuse the
Ephesians of losing their love, but rather leaving it. They laid
something down and walked off, while time and distance
separated them from those principles and actions God loved.

He commended them for their work, their labor, their zeal,
and their patience. He even went so far as to say that they had
tried them who falsely said they were apostles, and had found
them liars. This was evidently a sound church doctrinally.
Yet, God held over their heads the threat of removing what light
they had unless they repented. The trouble was located quite
rapidly, for the events recorded in Revelation 2 are some fifty
years removed from the mighty Ephesian revival of Acts 19. Fifty
years, yes, fifty years. During that fifty years the original
Ephesian elders had undoubtedly passed on to their reward and a
new generation had arisen.

We see the New Testament parallel of Judges 2:20. A
generation arose which knew not the Lord. I do not think it
means they did not know the ritual or the religious routine of
that era, but simply they did not know Jesus personally, inti-
mately, and deeply. Their God had become an inference
instead of a force, and a beyond instead of a relation. They
now took for granted those things their forefathers of fifty
years earlier had suffered public ridicule and scorn for.

Is a love for souls our primary concern? It has been said
that a big worry always draws attention from a smaller one. A
man can be seated in the reception area of a dentist’s office
with his thoughts totally captured by the pain coming from his
abscessed tooth. Yet, he will completely forget this pain if
someone enters the room yelling, “Fire.” It would be only
after this more urgent emergency was resolved that he would
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By T. F. Tenney

DeRidder, Louisiana

JILELE lamentable wailing voice of King David
echoed through Hebron. "Died Abner as a fool dieth?
Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into fetters" (II
Samuel 3:33, 34). Mighty Abner, cousin of Saul,
commander of his army, and recently deserted to David, lay
dead. Had he remained inthe safe confines of the city of
refuge, Hebron, he would have lived. But, for some unknown
reason he yielded to subtle Joab and went aside with him
out of the gate for a quiet talk.

The unfortunate events that preceded the tragedy are re-
corded in II Samuel 2. Abner, against his will, had slain
Asahel, Joab's younger brother. Consequently, Joab became
the avenger of blood and was determined to slay mighty
Abner. Joab well knew that Abner was safe as long as he
remained behind the secure walls of the city of refuge. It was
for that reason that he called Abner outside the gate of the
city, apparently under the guise of discussing some unrelated
situation. '

Abner must have known the chance he was taking.
Undoubtedly he was aware of the law of Moses concerning the
cities of refuge. He knew he was safe there as long as the High

Priest lived, and at his death he would be emancipated. Yet
knowing all this, he took the chance of folly and left the city
limits. He-was not the first man, and certainly not the last who
has left the safety of the city limits of this spiritual Jerusalem,
the mother of it all, to live in the cold suburbs of the soul,
only to find out too late that there is death there.

The consequence of this moment of indecision is plainly
spelled out in the Book of God: Joab "smote him there
under the fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his
brother" (II Samuel 3:27). Undoubtedly Joab pressured him
to come aside, and at last there was that compromise of
conviction within that caused Abner to follow the path that
led to his death.

The story is the same today-pressure from without, compro-
mise from within, and death lying at the door. It is no wonder
that King David lamented. There lay a mighty warrior,
equipped for life, yet cold and still in death. His hands were
not bound, his feet were not in fetters, his sword was strapped
to his side, and his spear was possibly still in his hand, yet
he was dead, dead, dead!

Equipped for life, yet cold in death! Pentecostals, if we die,
that will be our epitaph. The question burns in my
heart-Pentecost must we die? Never has a church in any
generation been so equipped for life. We are living in
that blessed Jerusalem which is the mother of us all. Our
High Priest, Jesus, has died and we are consequently set free
from the lawof sin and death. The power of the early church
has been re-leased in us. Her gifts stud our every endeavor.
Today, wehave more modern conveniences, better means
of trans-portation, a more effective mass news media,
and somany diversified ways to get the job done, until I
“say, "If wedie, we die as a fool dies."










Pentecost: Why Must We Die? A call to rekindle holy fire.





Pentecost was not merely a historical event—it was a divine ignition. Tongues of fire descended, not to warm the room, but to set hearts ablaze. Yet how tragic it is when that fire fades.

Pentecost marks the moment heaven invaded earth—not with spectacle alone, but with power, purity, and purpose. Fiery tongues descended to rest upon those gathered—not just to ignite an event, but to awaken a movement. The church was born in fire, not fashioned in comfort. And yet, many today wander amid the ashes, wondering why the flame flickers low.

The death we face is not one of flesh alone, but of passion. It’s the quiet perishing of spiritual hunger—the slow fading of zeal into routine. Jesus’ words to the Ephesian church pierce through time: “You have left your first love” (Revelation 2:4) The danger is not in outright rebellion, but in slow erosion€ ”a drifting from fervor to formality, from passion to performance. To “die” in this context is not physical, but spiritual—a death of zeal, of intimacy, of holy hunger. It is to retain the name of being alive, yet be found cold, mechanical, and unmoved.

To die in this context is to lose the essence of spiritual vitality—to cling to reputation while our spirits drift cold. “You have a name that you are alive, but you are dead” (Revelation 3:1). The sobering truth is that spiritual death rarely arrives like a storm—it creeps like a shadow, unnoticed until it's nearly complete. 

 The outer form remained—services held, prayers spoken—but the heartbeat was missing. Love had cooled. The fire had dimmed.

Jesus’ warning to Laodicea stands like a flashing beacon: “Because you are lukewarm—neither cold nor hot—I will vomit you out of My mouth” (Revelation 3:16). The gentle glow of complacency is more dangerous than we admit. It deceives us into thinking we are fine when, in truth, we are far from the flame.Pentecost must not be remembered—it must be relived. The Spirit is not a relic of the early church but the breath of life in every generation. The fire has not changed—but have we moved from the altar?Let the dying be the death of pride, apathy, and comfort. Let it be the crucifixion of self that we might once again burn with the love that first captured us. Pentecost is not a calendar date—it is a summons. A flame waits for those who dare to return.  Pentecost must not be remembered—it must be relived. The Spirit who once filled the upper room still longs to fill surrendered hearts. The question is not whether the fire has gone out, but whether we will return to the altar.







A Call to Rekindle the Flame Pentecost and the Peril of Lukewarm Faith

Pentecost was not merely a historical event—it was a divine ignition. Tongues of fire descended, not to warm the room, but to set hearts ablaze. The church was born, not in ease, but in holy fire. Yet how tragic it is when that fire fades.

As Jesus warned the church in Ephesus, “You have forsaken the love you had at first” (Revelation 2:4). The danger is not always in rebellion, but in erosion—a slow, silent shift from fervor to formality, from passion to performance. What once stirred us now becomes routine. What once thrilled us becomes obligation.

To “die” in this context is not physical, but spiritual—a death of zeal, of intimacy, of holy hunger. It is to retain the name of being alive, yet be found cold, mechanical, and unmoved. “You have a name that you are alive, but you are dead” (Revelation 3:1). We carry the label of faith without the fire of it.

Jesus’ words to Laodicea ring like a trumpet blast: “Because you are lukewarm—neither cold nor hot—I am about to spit you out of my mouth” (Revelation 3:16). The gentle glow of complacency deceives us, making us believe we are fine when our hearts are far from the flame. Christ desires a people burning with love, not smoldering with apathy.

Pentecost must not be remembered—it must be relived. The Spirit who once filled the upper room still longs to fill surrendered hearts. The flame has not changed, but too often, we have moved from the altar.

The question is not whether the fire is available, but whether we are willing to return. Let the dying be the death of apathy, of pride, of comfort. Let it be a crucifixion of the self that makes room for resurrection power.

Come back to the fire. The altar still waits.
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night-fighting, modern artillery, guns and
rocketry for anti-aircraft defences, remote-
controlled anti-tank weapons, fractor-driven
fnine-throwers, ete.

The Egyptian Army has also received
radar installation which record troop move-
ments at a distance of about 25 miles,”

The Midnight Cry, Deec. 1968.
¥ * # * %

If the great armed forces now being
built up in the Middle East ever attack
Israel, they will most certainly destroy it

completely, unless God intervenes in a very .

unusual way. But if He does, can it be any-
thing else than fulfillment of Ezekiel 38 and
397 L. N.

A PRAYER FOR REVIVAL

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray;
earth’s night is dark—and many go astray,
the fire of love for souls is burning low, Oh!
send Thy fire and set the church aglow!

- Spirit of God, come, Oh! come we pray,
we need a mighty Pentecost today. Great
Spirit, come—convincing men of sinl unveil
the unbelief that works within,

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray.
The fire must fall, there is no other way—
to bring revival both to church _and home.
Thine must be the fire; burming Spirit,
come!

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
light up the darkness with Thine own bright
ray. Bun up the worldliness, the sin, the
dross: and tuwrn men’s hearts to Christ and
to His cross.

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
revive Thy Work! Oh! Loxd, without delay.
Revive the love of souls, their need reveal,
and set Thy church ablaze with holy zeal!

Spirit of God, come, Oh! come, we pray,
revive and deepen prayer from day to day.
Thou dost respond to faith’s persistent plea,
“teach us to pray,” till we the answer see!

—Herald of His Coming

REREER

“When He (the Holy Spirit) is come,
He will reprove (convince) fhe world
of sin” (John 16:8).
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GOD GUIDES AND
CARES FOR HiS OWN

“He hath brought us info this place,
and hath given us ihis land” (Deuter-
onomy 26:8). (Read also Deuteronomy
26:58; Acts 13:17, 23; Luke 24:25:27),

The way pilots of large planes avoid
other aircraft at a busy, crowded air-
port fascinates me, They make their
way down—even through a thick, low
ceiling—to find a specific, narrow run-
way.

Such maneuverability is possible only

- because pilots are given special, ex-

plicit guidance, Each pilof has the
benefit of a ground-controlled approach
with two-way radio contact with the
control tower which has information
regarding the location of all planes in
the area.

He also has the benefit of an aufo-
matic instrument landing system, By
watching the instrument panel in the
cockpit he can guide his ship down to
the ninway, even if he cannot see the
ground. The vertical beams from the
localizer {ransmitter line up the plane
with the center of the runway, while
the path transmitter provides a flat
beam slanting upwards to provide, as
it were, a long chute down which
planes glide.

Al of this reminds me that just as
science has developed such remark-
able puidance systems, so the Author
of life has provided adequate direction
for His people. Each of us may nege-
tiate life’s complex, crowded journey
with implicit confidence.

Divine providences would direct us
in the physical and material aspects of
our Hves (Psalm 37:35). The Bible,
God's Word to us, would direct our
minds, keeping our thouphty in God's
way (O Timothy 3:16). The Holy

- Bpirit would speak to our spirits and

make eclear God’s favor (Romans B:
18, 17.

These three-providence, the Word,
and the Holy Spirit—are always in ac-
cord. If we keep in alignment the
knowledge each provides, we shall not
be misled nor shall we come to a crash
landing, This divine guidance system
makes if possible for us {o live effec-
tively, and it will enable us ultimately
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HE DOETH ALL THINGS WELL

“He doeth all things well” they say,
And in this truth [ see
Whatever comes thy earthly way
Is blessd eternally.

For, can He touch a part of life
And leave it dying, cold?
Nay; rather, good things flow from strife;

His hand on thee keeps hold.

So, nothing’s lost, or harms thy stay
While ye are Christ’s dear sheep:
He brightens up the darkest way;

Thy future He doth keep.

“He doeth all things well,” Amen.
This promise grants thee rest:
Doubt cannot live if Jesus’ plan
Is that all things are bless'd.
-B. Pilgrim
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DEVICES OF THE
DEVIL

(Continued from page 3)

Once there was a big, strong,
good-natured stonemason. In his
business he employed a little, hot-
tempered man. Finally, in a fit of
rage, the little fellow became so
mean that the stonemason had
to dismiss him. As he left, the
angry man threatened to settle
the old score. But the stonemason
was such a big fellow that he
never dared touch him. One day
the stonemason’s little, six-year-
old boy was out playing in the
weods. This embittered man found
him, and, because he was strong-
er than the boy, he caught, tor-
tured, and then killed him. This
is the way he tried to get even
with the child’s father, whom he
hated so much. Satan is not great
enough to harm God. God has
proven that He is greater than
the Devil. In his anger at God,
the Devil watches for His chil-
dren, and when he finds one of
God’s family straying from the
right paths, he watches for his
opportunity to hurt, to torture,
and then, if possible, to kill him.
We read how he tried to get con-
trol of Simon Peter, in Luke 22:
31. He gets joy out of seeing God’s
people suffer (Rev. 12:12-17).

In spite of his power, the Devil
trembles when he sees the weak-
est saint on his knees. Prayer
alone can master the enemy of
our soul. He, with all the forces
of hell, cannot shake you off your
foundation if you are rooted and
grounded in Christ Jesus through
prayer (John 10:29). “‘Be of good
cheer,” Jesus said, ‘I have over-
come the world” (John 16:33). The
Bible also said, in 1 John 4:4, “Ye
are of God, little children, and
have overcome them: because
greater is He that is in you, than
he that is in the world.”” The Devil
is powerless when one is whole-
heartedly submitted to God. The
Bible says, in James 4:7, ‘“‘Sub-
mit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the Devil, and he will flee
from you.”

A dear saint of God living in the
Orient was filled with the Holy
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Ghost. Her superstitious rela-
tives, who did not believe in the
Holy Ghost, decided to end her
life with poison, since they could
not persuade her to give up her
blessed Lord. She discovered that
she had been given a slow poison
in her food, and understood why.
She knew that death would fol-
low in a matter of hours unless
Jesus delivered her. She could
think of but one thing to do, and
this she did. Every time she felt
the pangs of the poison she pray-
erfully repeated the wonderful

name, ‘“Jesus.” This went on for
hours, and, to the amazement of
her plotting relatives, she did not
die.

Remember friends, there is
power in the name of Jesus! Use
this great name in the hour of
your temptation; use it when the
Devil tries to overcome you. It
is the one word that will put the
Devil on the run. It is your pass-
word to wvictory. Then, as you
trust in Jesus, watch and pray
that the enemy of your soul shall
not have his way in your life.
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By Leo D. Anderson *

VERYTHING that God

makes is perfect. Therefore,

a goed God could not create

a devil. Good and evil have
nothing in common, for they are
the opposite of each other. Yet we
find the Scriptures stating that Sa-
tan was ‘“‘cast out” of heaven. How
did he get there? Was he always
the Devil?

Read Ezekiel 28:12-15. Under the
symbolic name, “King of Tyrus,”
God said of this mighty angel,
“Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thou was created,
till iniquity was found in thee.” He
is also described as the ‘‘cherub
that covereth.” Satan was once cne
of heaven’s wisest and most beau-
tiful angels, yet he is now man's
deadly enemy.

The prophet Isaiah adds valu-
able information about the origi-
nator of sin (Isaiah 14:2-4). God
created all the heavenly beings,
including Lucifer, the most beau-
tiful of all created things. It was
this beauty that caused Lucifer to
be filled with pride (Ezekiel 28:
17), and to aspire to be equal with
God. Sin knows no excuse or rea-
son for its existence. Lucifer was
next to God in position and au-
thority, but selfish pride led him
to revolt against the government
of God. This revolt broke out into
open conflict (Rev. 12:7), and the
degraded Lucifer, now called Sa-
tan, was ‘“‘cast out” with the an-

*Evangelist, Orange, Texas
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DEVICES OF

gels who united with him in this
struggle. '

Pride and selfishness, which
are sin, could not exist in the
presence of the God of love. How
terrible to find sin originating in
‘“the holy mountain of God,” in
the heart of the ‘“‘covering cherub”
who walked in ‘‘the midst of the
stones of fire'’ before the throne
of his loving Creator! The perfect
angel, Lucifer, honored above all
created angels, let pride fill his
heart and thus he originated sin.
When you see cartoons of the
Devil, picturing him as red, with
horns and tail and split hoofs,
remember that is not the Bible
picture of this powerful enemy of
God. Instead, he was the most
beautiful and wisest of the holy
angels.

So long as the created beings
in heaven permitted love to be
the controlling power, there was
no note of discord to mar the
celestial harmonies. Then there
was a change! He who stood next
to God, the most honored of all
the angels, permitted pride and
jealousy to control his life, and
he sowed seeds of discord among
the other angels. We are not told
how long this conflict continued
in heaven, but the originator of
sin eventually came to earth to
tempt our first parents. Now, since
Adam’s fall, Satan has claimed
this earth as his lawful dominion
(Rev. 12:12). We all know the
story of the temptation and fall
of Adam and Eve in the Garden
of Eden (Gen. 3:1-24). From that
day until now the Devil has been
free to tempt and abuse the hu-
man family, fallen as slaves of
sin under his power. But God,
who overpowered him in the war
in heaven, came down to earth,
where he took upon himself the
form of a servant,” that He might
do away with sin and the Devil
(Phil. 2:7). Glory to God!

THE DEVIL

AN UNSEEN FORCE

Our world is filled with trage-
dies beyond our imagination: we
see sin in every form. People
whom we may have known and
respected as good citizens sud-
denly do the most terrible things,
and we wonder why. I will tell
vou why. God’s Word makes it
plain that there is a mastermind
unseen by human eyes. The Word
of God teaches that this unseen
force is none other than the Devil.

Just the other day I read in our
newspaper of a man who was
tried in court for offering a hu-
man sacrifice. When asked why
he did so, he said a voice spoke
to him and told him to do it. This
is another proof that the Devil is
working.

The Devil is not so much con-
cerned about the people in the
world as he is God’s people. Sa-
tan’s activities are centered
against the church. Earlier in this
message you read that the Devil
was cast out of heaven. Ever
since that time he has been angry
at God. Thus the Lord warned us,
in 1 Peter 5:8, ‘“Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour.”

(Continued on page 17)

SPECIAL NOTICE TO

HERALD CONTRIBUTORS

The deadline for all Pentecostal
Herald material is ONE MONTH
prior to the date of issue. For

example, all copy for the Septem-
ber issue should be in by nof later
than August 1. We are now do-
ing our own printing, and it is
absolutely essential that we abide
by this deadline if the paper is to
be gotten out on time.






To WILL and to DO

By Loren Yadon

As THE HIGHEST of God's creatures, man is a
very complex organism. He is made up of an intellect,
the ability to understand; emotions, or feelings; and a
will, an ability to make decisions. The intellect and
emotions contribute to the decision, but the will makes
the decision, based on the information it has. Once the
will has been exercised, or the "mind has been made
up," there is strength and action.

FLRCE OF COWMRANRR.
SUTMSE OO N
NN SR GO0

John Wilkes Booth decided in 1864, when Abraham
Lincoln won re-election as President, that he would
kill the Chief Executive. He made two unsuccessful
attempts. But more than a year after he made his
resolution, he finally accomplished the terrible dream.
On April 14, 1865, Booth methodically planned and
executed the assassination of the President.

Can you not see the power in making the decision to
act? What can hinder a man whose mind is set upon
the completion of a task?

The initial step toward salvation is the -consent or

decision of the individual's will to accept the promises
of Jesus Christ. Once the decision has been made, the
believer steps into the pathway of obedience that will
lead to his salvation.

Indecision delays salvation. It places a person in
eternal jeopardy. " A double minded man is unstable in
all his ways" (James 1:8).

What joy and power can come to the man who will
exercise his will and step out on the promises of the
Lord! He puts "his hand to the plough,” and does not
look back. He says with Joshua, "... we will serve the
Lord."

The Apostle Paul realized from his personal
expel-ience that obedience and action follow the
exercise of the will. He told the jailer to "... believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.... "
(Acts 16:31;, Romans 10:9). He knew that he and his
family would find joy in obedience, once their decision
was made (See Acts 16:34).

Coming into Ephesus (Acts 19), Paul found men who
had not received the Holy Ghost, because they knew
only the ministry of John the Baptist. The apostle fully
expected true believers to receive the infilling of the
Spirit. That is why he asked, "Have ye received the
Holy Ghost since ye believed?" When they believed on
the Lord Jesus, they received His Spirit.

Wasn't this the will of Jesus? He had promised
salvation to those who made a choice to be His
disciples. "He that believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water" (John 7:38, 39; 4:14; 6:35; Isaiah 12:3).

There is blessing and strength in "making up your
mind." The determination to walk with Christ is the
first step toward victory. The commitment of your life
to the Lord will keep you through the difficult times.

Jesus asked the Twelve Disciples if they were
going to turn back as so many people had done. Peter
replied that they had made a commitment, and that
Christ alone had words of eternal life.

Would you like to join the honor roll of the
committed and dedicated? Do you want your life to be
remembered for righteousness' sake? Decide now to
"believe on the Lord Jesus" and step out to obey His
Word with all your mind, soul, and strength!











