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The Unchanging Answer

In a world of chaos, shifting sand, The Bible
stands, a guiding hand. Its truth eternal, steady,

sure, A refuge strong, a hope secure.

When storms arise and shadows fall, Its faithful
voice will answer all. Through every trial, doubt,

and fear, Its whispers tell us God is near.

No fleeting trend, no earthly tide, Can shake the
Word, our steadfast guide. Forever faithful, ever

true, Its ancient words renew what's due.

It lights the path, reveals the way, With wisdom
fresh for each new day. No matter how the ages

turn, Its flame of truth will always burn.

So trust this treasure, firm and pure, Its promises
will long endure. The Bible is the answer still,

The proof of God's unchanging wiill.
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Greetings to the Saints
of God!

Dear Faithful Supporters,

As we reflect on the challenges that have come our way, we are reminded of the
enduring truth that God’s love is unshakable and His promises never fail.
Though we may face troubled times, we rest in the assurance that our faithful
and loving God is with us, guiding our steps and strengthening our hearts.

We are profoundly grateful for the blessings we have received while living for
the Lord. Each step of this journey is a testament to His abundant grace and
mercy. We are indebted to Him for His abiding hand that sustains us through
every season of life, providing us with hope, strength, and peace.

Looking ahead, we are filled with hope and excitement for the victory He has
prepared for His people in the coming year. Always looking forward to the next
Youth Conference where we see God reaching out to His people old and young.
This victory is not just for us but for the countless souls yet to encounter the
transforming power of His grace and mercy.

With this vision in our hearts, we are committed to expanding our outreach and
deepening our impact. Together, we can shine His light in the darkest corners,
bring His message of hope to the hopeless, and draw others into His loving
embrace.

We thank you for your unwavering support, your prayers, and your
partnership in this sacred mission. May we continue to walk hand in hand,
trusting in His faithfulness and striving for His glory.

Pastor Junior & Brenda Tingle

In His service, Sincerely, Bro. Jr. Tingle
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14006 Tucker Schoolhouse Road Don’t Forget!

Madisonville. Kentucky A2431 Write to America’s Christian Newspaper if you want to be on our
mailing list. You can also text us your name and address to

Phone: 270-584-4248 270-339-0873 and we will be glad to send you the next issue. If you

. desire a package of newspapers to distribute in your town or church text
Service Schedule: us your name and address.

Sunday Evening Word & Worship 2:00 p.m. Oh Yes! Don’t forget to send a donation to keep this great paper alive.

Please If you need to discontinue your Package please let us know.
Thank you Gail Huddleston

Tuesday Evening Service 7:30 p.m.

Please remember To pray for this Newspaper!
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Trusting the Word of God in the Last Days: A Vital Need

In these uncertain and tumultuous times, it has become increasingly
apparent that we are living in what many would call "the last days." The
signs of the times—moral decline, global unrest, and widespread spiritual
confusion—highlight the urgency of turning to an unshakable source of
truth. Now more than ever, it is crucial to trust the Word of God as the
ultimate guide for all our answers, hope, and direction.

The Word of God is not merely a collection of ancient texts; it is alive,
powerful, and timeless (Hebrews 4:12). It carries with it the authority and
wisdom of the Creator, offering solutions to every challenge and
providing a steadfast foundation in an ever-changing world. When we
anchor ourselves in Scripture, we are not just accessing words on a
page, but we are drawing near to the very heart of God.

One of the defining marks of the last days, as foretold in the Bible, is
widespread deception (2 Timothy 3:13). People are seeking answers in
fleeting ideologies, human philosophies, and temporary fixes, but these
can never satisfy the deepest longings of the soul. Without the Word of
God as our compass, we risk being swept away by every wind of doctrine
(Ephesians 4:14). The Bible stands as the unchanging truth in a sea of
relativism, lighting the way in darkness and revealing the path of life.

The Scriptures are filled with examples of individuals who trusted in God’s
Word and found victory, even in the face of overwhelming challenges.
Consider Noah, who obeyed God'’s instructions to build the ark despite
the ridicule of those around him. His faith in God’s Word not only
preserved his family but became a testament to the reliability of divine
promises. Similarly, the Apostle Paul endured persecution, imprisonment,
and hardship, yet he remained steadfast in his reliance on Scripture,
declaring that all Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching,
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

In these last days, trusting the Word of God is not just a recommendation
—it is a matter of spiritual survival. Jesus Himself warned that in the end
times, many will fall away, betray one another, and be led astray (Matthew
24:10-11). The antidote to falling victim to deception is to stay rooted in
the truth of God’s Word. It not only equips us to discern between truth and
falsehood but also fortifies our faith in the promises of God, even when
circumstances seem bleak.

Moreover, the Word of God brings hope and encouragement in a world
desperate for answers. When fear threatens to overtake us, Scripture
reminds us of God'’s faithfulness: “God is our refuge and strength, an
ever-present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). When the weight of the world
feels too heavy to bear, we find solace in the words of Jesus: “Come to
me, all who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest” (Matthew
11:28). Such promises are not mere platitudes but anchors for our souls,
rooted in the unchanging character of God.

‘“YOU MADE ALL THE DELICATE, INNER
PARTS OF MY BODY, AND KNIT THEAA
TOGETHER IN AAY MOTHER'S WOME.
- YOU SAW AAE BEFORE [ WAS BORN
AND SCHEDULED EACH DAY OF AY
LIFE BEFORE I BEGAN TO BREATHE.
EVERY DAY WAS RECORDED IN YOUR
BOOK.
—THE PEALMIS T DAVID

SPEAKING 70 GaD

(P54 L3P 13, /6 LE)
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Is Abortion Murder?

A mother stepped into the doctor's office carrying a
bright and beautiful baby a year old. Seating herself near
her family physician, she said, "Doctor, | want you to
help me out of my trouble. My baby is only one year old,
and | have conceived again, and | do not want to have
children so close together.”

"What do you expect me to do?" asked the physician.
"Oh, anything to get rid of it for me," she replied.

After thinking seriously for a moment the doctor said, "I
think | can suggest a better method of helping you out. If
you object to having two children so near together, the
best way would be to kill the one on your lap, and let the
other one come on. ltis easy to get at the one on your
lap, and it makes no difference to me which one | kill for
you. Besides, it might be dangerous for you if |
undertook to kill the younger one.”

As the doctor finished speaking he reached for a knife
and continued by asking the mother to lay the baby out
on her lap, and turn her head the other way.

The woman almost fainted away as she jumped from her
chair, and uttered one word, "MURDERER!"

A few words of explanation from the doctor soon
convinced the mother that his offer to commit murder
was no worse than her request for the destruction of the
unborn child. In either case it would be murder. The only
difference would be in the age of the victim.
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Question:

Why do our churches have so many rules? I get
so frustrated when new rules are handed down
to us. I thought getting the Holy Ghost set us
free from man-made rules and bondage, but it
seems like I am in more bondage now than I
was before I was saved. Why cannot the Bible
be the only rule we need?

Answers:

It is true that we do have rules in our churches,
and they should be based upon the Word of God.
Rules are necessary to safeguard the testimony of
the church. They also provide guidelines for
conduct so that a Christian will not stray from his
commitment to Jesus Christ.

You ask why the Bible cannot be the only rule we
need. Many of our modern sins were unknown in
Bible days. Ecclesiastes 7:29 says that "God made
man upright; but they have sought out many
inventions." And when these "inventions" are
made, they are evil when they pull a person away
from his uprightness.

In Bible times, they did not have such things as
cigarettes, narcotics, motion pictures, television,
professional sports, mini-skirts, and many other
things that technology and modern lifestyles have
given our generation. Since these things were
invented after the Bible was written, we must
have rules governing our conduct with respect to
them.

Yet these rules should be based upon
principles taught in the Word of God. For
instance, we condemn the use of tobacco as
sin, and therefore have a rule that none of our
members can smoke, chew tobacco, or dip
snuff. Tobacco is not specifically mentioned in
the Bible, for its use was unknown in those
days. It was introduced to the "civilized"
world by explorers who obtained it from the
Indians of the New World.

Even though the use of tobacco was unknown
in Bible days and therefore not mentioned in
Scripture, such passages as I Corin-thians 3:
17; 1 Corinthians 6: 12, 19, 20; and II
Corinthians 7:1 proclaim divine principles
which condemn its use.

The application of biblical principles results
in rules which are especially important for the
young, either in years or in spiritual attain-
ment. Although mature Christians should
have their spiritual sensibilities keenly trained
"to discern both good and evil" (Hebrews
5:14), it is sad to note that many do not, and
therefore rules help these saints to know how
to conduct themselves in an ungodly social
climate.

A person may chafe against rules, but if he is
truly spiritual and consecrated he would not
do so; he would realize that rules serve to
assist the church in keeping a clean fellowship
from compromise and contamination, and to
help people be ready for the soon return of
our Lord. Bro .David F. Gray

Question:

Is it wrong for a Christian to buy things on the
installment plan, or to have a charge account
(credit)? Please explain the scripture: ""Owe no
man any thing, but to love one another

Answer: Once a group of men, seeking an
occasion to accuse Jesus to the government,
asked Him if it were lawful to give tribute (pay
taxes) to Caesar.

whom custom; fear to whom fear;
honor to whom honor."
Then verse 8 declares, "Owe no
man any-thing, but to love one
another: for he that loveth another
hath fulfilled the law."
Therefore, the wrong would be this:
TO REFUSE TO PAY THE BILL.
Much is said in the Old Testament
about paying or restoring the
pledge. This means that which is
promised, or agreed upon to be
paid. For example: "Again, when I
say unto the wicked, Thou shalt
surely die; if he turn from his sin,
and do that which is lawful and
right; If the wicked restore the
pledge, give again that he had
robbed (or taken, and refused to
pay), walk in the statutes of life,
without committing iniquity; he
shall surely live, he shall not
die" (Ezekiel 33: 14, 15).

To agree to purchase something, to
be paid for on a certain date, be it a
thirty-day account or an
"installment plan," is not wrong,
unless and until you fail to keep
your promise to pay when it comes
due. I have always preached that
repentance includes restitution, that
is, one must pay up his back bills,
make right his promises, and
correct his wrongs (even to the
extent of asking forgiveness of those
whom he has mistreated or falsely
accused).

Bro. O.F.Fauss

Jesus is all and

all together, all
I need !
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Heaven and ecarth may pass away, but the Word ' For the Word that God speaks is alive
of God will endure forever. David said the and full of power [making it active,
entirety of God's Word is truth (Psalm 119: Operative, energizing, and effective];

The Truth That Is Important
by L A. Meeks

In these last days, what we all need is to hear a
clear sound, words that will give us the right
direction. So many do not know what is right

160).

Jesus is our example in love (John 11:36); in

it is sharper than any two-edged sword,
penetrating to the dividing line of the

. forgiveness (Luke 23:34); in compassion Preath of life (soul) and [the immortal]
El.?rtally Er ;I}mtually. ot What (Matthew 14:14), spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the
a e"as cd Jesus a question, ... What 18 deepest parts of our nature], exposing and
truth?" (John 18:38?. Truth scrlpturally may be sifting and analyzing and judging the very
defined as conformity to fact or actuality; What It AmountsTo thoughts and purposes of the heart." -
faithfulness to original or to a standard. One of the e T e T Hebrews 4:12

most positive voices of direction and truth must be
found in the Christian church today. Jesus Christ
must be our standard and prototype. We as
Christians must point mankind to Jesus. Jesus is
the truth. " ... I am the way, the truth and the
life" (John 14:6). I have learned that

people want to know what is right and the things
that will help them have a better quality of life.
Every soul that we have helped to find Jesus has
come to see that serving the Lord is the greatest
thing that has ever happened in their life.

If a person desires to know what is right morally
and spiritually, let me point him to the Lord. Truth
is a moral and personal characteristic of God. He
is merciful and gracious and long suffering, and
abounding in goodness and truth.

We must not forget that all of God's work,
precepts and judgments are done in righteousness
and truth. Furthermore, because of the Lord's
character and perfect nature, it is imperative that
He speaks and acts in complete truth, hence He
cannot lie. Not one person should ever be
reluctant in following the Lord. According to John
1: 14, God became flesh, thus, Christ became the
vessel that the Father used to lead and guide men
in the correct pathway of life.

Grace and truth today is found in the person of our
Lord. All that James declared was truth, the
message he spoke came from the Father.

The promises He made to men surely came to pass
and are coming to pass in the lives of those who
will step out by faith and obey His voice as He
speaks The Bible is the truth we must live by. It is
the Word of God.

R T

Nothing compares to the Word of God. It
is Active, Operative, Energizing and
Effective.

The work that the Word of God does is
like no other. There is something about
God's Word that reaches into the
unreachable places of our spirits and
exposes what needs exposing. God's Word
brings into alignment our thoughts, actions
and our plans - with His truth.

Whatever there is within us contrary to the
Word of Truth, it will be exposed so we
can make changes. Sometimes this can be
a painful time if it is a past hurt or a
painful memory we have long before
buried deep within. We often don't want to
revisit the past, when it brings us so much
pain.

God's Word can bring healing, restoration,
comfort and hope. It builds up our faith to
be able to stand firm. We need to allow
God's word to do a thorough work within,
and align our lives to God's truth.

The world disguises lies as truth, but
God's Word will stand and expose it for
what it is. Don't get caught up in what the
world says, but measure it up with what
God's Word of Truth says.

© By M.S.Lowndes
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"Paul's Own Teaching on Water Baptism"

By OLIVER F. FAUSS

It will be well for us to consider the life and doctrine of the Apostle
Paul, even on the subject of Water Baptism.

His statement to the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 1 :5), "For our gospel
came not unto you in word only, but in MUCH ASSURANCE,"
should encourage us to look into what and how he preached the
gospel.

His challenge to the angels to contradict his message makes it all the
more important that we believe and preach accordingly. "But though
we or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you (Acts 19 :1-6), let him be
accursed." (Gal. 1-8).

He informed the Corinthians that what he preached unto them, he had
also received himself first before delivering it unto them (1 Cor.
15 :1-4). He further stated to them that he preached the same thing
everywhere he went in every church. (1 Cor. 3:17).

It cannot be denied that Paul was baptized in water in the NAME of
the Lord JESUS (Acts 22 :16), and that he practiced baptizing his con-
verts, even though they had formerly been baptized in water, in the
NAME of the LORD JESUS. (Acts 19 :1-6).

Paul goes so far as to say that water baptism in the NAME of Jesus is
necessary to put you into Christ. "Know ye not, that so many of you as
were baptized into Christ were baptized into His death?" (Rom. 6.3).
Some try to make you think he was talking about the baptism of the
Spirit here, but the following verse shows plainly that he was talking
of water baptism, and that in the (singular) NAME of Him who died
for us. "Therefore, we are buried with Him (not them) in baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in the newness of life (the
baptism of the Spirit); for if we have been planted together in the
likeness of His death (Who died for us), we shall be also in the
likeness of His resurrection.”" (Rom. 6 :4,5).

The same term, "buried with Him in baptism," is used in Paul's
epistle to the Colossians (2 :12), for he had already informed them
that Jesus was (in His earthly life) the "image of the invisible God, the
first-born (resurrected and glorified) of every creature: for by HIM
were all things created,that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers: all things were created by HIM and for HIM: and HE is
before all things, and by HIM all things consist. And He is the head of
the body of the church: who is the beginning, the first born from the
dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence; for it pleased
the Father that in Him should all FULNESS dwell ... For in Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."

Paul said to the Galatians. "For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ, have put on Christ" (Gal. 3 :27). This is fulfilled in Acts 2 :38, the
authority of the entrance into the body of Christ.

Let us notice the record of Paul's experience and what took place at
Philippi. His vision of a man calling for help over in Macedonia, made
him to know the Spirit of God had called him there to preach the gospel
(Acts 16:6-10).

His first service was held out of the city by the river side. (Acts 16 :12,
13). His first convert was a certain woman named Lydia. She was
baptized and her household. (V. 115).

After a number of days, Paul cast out an unclean spirit from a girl, which
resulted in both he and Silas being placed in jail. (Acts 16 :16-24).

The miracle that took place that night, and resulted in the conversion of
the jailer and his family, will surely prove the essentially of baptism as we
read: "And he took them (Paul and Silas) the same hour of the night (mid-
night), and was baptized, he and all his, straightway." (Acts 16 :33). It is
certain they were baptized in the NAME of the Lord Jesus, due to the
wonderful exaltation of Jesus in Paul's letter to the Philippians.
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him (Jesus), and given Him a
NAME which is above every name: that at the NAME OF JESUS every
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that JESUS
CHRIST IS LORD; to the glory of God the Father." (Phil. 2 :9-11).

BEATITUDES FOR FRIENDS
OF THE AGED

Blessed are they that understand
My faltering step and palsied hand.
Blessed are they that know my ears today
Must strain to catch the things they say.
Blessed are they who seem to know
That my eyes are dim and my wits are slow.
Blessed are they that look away
When the coffee spilled at the table today.
Blessed are they with a cheery smile
Who stop to chat for a little while.
Blessed are they who never say,
"You've told that story twice today.
" Blessed are they who find the way
To bring back memories of Yesterday
Blessed are they who make it known
That I'm loved and not alone.
Blessed are they who ease the days
On my journey Home in loving ways.
Esther Mary Walker
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God's Plumbline

"Behold, the Lord stood upon a wall ... with a
plumbline in his hand. And the Lord said to me,
Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumbline.
Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline
in the midst of my people Israel" {Amos 7:7-8)

Our text comes from the stirring message of the
prophet Amos who lived in Judah about 750 years
before Jesus was born. Out from the rustic rural
background where life was simple, quiet and good,
this awkward pheasant came to the city of Bethel,
where the ways of life were more complex. Can you
not imagine his horror when he saw how the
religion of the people had become weak, insipid,
and colorless, while, at the same time, the temples
were thronged with worshipers who were
apparently going through empty rituals and
formalities to no consequence? And little wonder
that the man of God shuddered when he found
prevarication in the court of justice, for there was
one law for the rich and another for the poor. He
found these people to be living superficial lives.
Luxury had made them fat and indifferent.

Amos had a message to deliver to his generation. It
was one of rebuke and judgment. In the manner of
all great prophets, he spoke the need of his day. But
his message met unreceptive hearts, which quickly
denounced him by shouting. "Flee to your own
land you rough cowherd! Preach there if you like,
but do not bother wus with your fanatical
preaching."

Thus they silenced him. Back to his home in the
hills of Tekoa, he went. God spoke to his heart by
vision, and as he stood on the scrubby limestone
range, with the towers of Jerusalem breaking the
horizon, he saw the hand of God holding a
plumbline beside a wall. He heard a voice saying,
"Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my
people Israel."”

God's messenger today who sounds a warning
should always be welcome in the pulpit of a
Pentecostal church. The faithfulness of the
anointed ministry to lower the plumbline has
provided the church with positive direction.

Of recent years the spirit of evangelism has been intensified, bringing about a
tremendous growth; also, there has been an increasing hunger for the outpouring
of the Holy Ghost. However, it is not without an incessant battle that we retain the
ground that is gained. It is the man of God who stands in the cross-current of
everyday events where he sees men loving that which is wrong and destroying
what is right, and he lowers a plumbline, as he says, "Thus said the Lord ... "'
Recently I read some excerpts from an old Methodist book entitled, "Perfect Love
or Plain Things for Those Who Need Them," by J. A. Wood, published in 1861.
The author spoke out of a burdened heart, and obviously had noticed some tragic
trends. However, in spite of the warning, the powerful current of worldliness
swept across that movement until the thing John Wesley feared would happen,
happened! A religious body without power! These were Wesley's words:

""We believe the great present want of the church is a mighty baptism of the Holy
Ghost. The church has numbers, wealth, talents, and influence; but she needs
something more than these the power of the Holy Ghost, the gospel preached

in the demonstration of the Spirit the Holy anointing from heaven. When
the Methodist church, or any other church, relies for her success upon anything
but deep, vital, and practical godliness, she will inevitably fail in accomplishing
her great mission. Numbers, wealth, learning, position or popularity, can never
supply the place of piety. This is indispensable, and it must be first, last, and
always." clear warning to the Methodists by admonishing them not to lean upon
the arm of flesh. While talent, methods, wealth, influence, programs,
organization, and numbers may be helpful and needful, it is all vanity
unless the church is motivated by the power of the Holy Ghost.

Was Mr. Wesley fearful that the people called Methodists would ever cease to be?
He said: "I am not afraid that the people called Methodists shall ever cease to
exist, either in Europe or America. But I am afraid lest they shall exist as a dead
sect, having the form of religion without the power. "

John Wesley feared that the movement he had given his life for was fast slipping
from a prayerful, God fearing church into a mere form of religion. The meetings
which had once been charged by the presence of God, as the people had
worshiped in the simplicity of faith by shouting, dancing, and speaking in a
unknown tongue, were now becoming streamlined, very formal and ritualistic.

The fires of evangelism that had once burned with red hot flame, spreading
through Europe and America, was now a dying ember. Now, John Wesley, an
aged man, cried, ""Come back! Come back, my people, to your first love!"

God grant that Pentecost shall ever be motivated by the Spirit, ready for the
direction in which the Lord should lead. It should never be uncommon for the
gifts of the Spirit to be operating in our midst. But let us make positively sure that
this gift operates genuinely and sincerely and never to propagate an opinion of an
individual or a group of individuals expressing their own personal philosophy.
When this gift operates it should operate within the bounds and order that GOD'S
WORD doth allow. continued page 8
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God's Plumbline

Here is another quotation from the old Methodist book: "How is a
compromising Spirit with the world usually manifested?'' The
answer:

"In efforts to popularize Christianity with the world, and looking
to increase its influence in that way."

"In efforts to lower the Bible standard of holiness, in order to
make it less repulsive to the minds of carnal men. "

""In efforts to regulate sin, instead of opposing and prohibiting it."
"In acts which pander to the vices of wicked men, or which
countenance, directly or indirectly, the commission of sin.

"In depending for the prosperity of the church upon her wealth
and popularity, or upon the learning, talents, and eloquence of
her ministers, rather than upon the baptism of the Holy Ghost and
a solid, high tone of piety in her ministry and membership."

In considering the preceding steps of the compromising spirit, we
must first state that the Pentecostal message, as given in Acts
2:38, has never been, and will never be popular with the world.
And the Bible standard of holiness must always be upheld. The
spirit of this ungodly world would hope that we would regulate sin
rather than oppose it. The ecumenical trend of our day is to water
down the message, sugar coat it with the enticing words of men's
wisdom, to be delivered with all eloquence of speech, homiletically
designed for resounding applause from the audience, but without
the meat of God's Word and the anointing and demonstration of
the Spirit Their way is to never take a pronounced stand against
sin, to always avoid any issue, and sidestep that which is
considered controversial. But this is not so with the anointed of
God. For, as they lower the plumbline, they say, ""Thus saith the
Lord."”

It is interesting to note what the Methodist book has to say about
the wearing of jewelry. I quote: "ls there any harm in the putting
on, or the wearing, of jewelry or costly array? Thousands in the
church of God, and many ministers and their families, are drifting
away from the old landmarks on this subject. . It is positively
and distinctly forbidden in the Scripture { I Timothy 2:9' I Peter
3: 3-4; I John 2: 15; Romans 12:1-2. Aim at obeying and pleasing
God, and all your ornaments, if you have them, will drop off at
once. It cannot be put on or worn in the name of Jesus, or to the
glory of God {Colossians 3: 17/. Christians should so dress as to
show that their minds are occupied with nobler objects. Their
external appearance should evince gravity, simplicity, decency,
and modesty.

They should dress neatly, plainly, and suitably to persons professing
godliness. " It is gratifying to know that the true Pentecostal Church has
sought to uphold these standards. For it still can be said. ""You can tell
Pentecostals on the street at any time, for they are identified with
Christ."’

If you are to continue to thrust forward, and be recognized as the mighty
oracle of God, it will only be so as the ministry lowers the plumbline by
saying, ""Thus saith the Lord."  end...

Chinese Farmer Story

Once upon a time there was a Chinese farmer whose horse
ran away. All the neighbors came around that evening and
said, “That’s too bad.” And the farmer said, “Maybe.” The
next day the horse came back and brought seven wild horses
with it. And all the neighbors came around and said, “That’s
great, isn’t it?” And the farmer said, “Maybe.”

The next day his son, who was attempting to tame one of
these horses, and was riding it and was thrown broke his leg.
And all the neighbors came around in the evening and said,
“Well, that’s too bad, isn’t it?” And the farmer said,
“Maybe.”

The next day the conscription officers came around looking
for people for the army. They rejected his son because he
had a broken leg. And all the neighbors came around that
evening and said, “Well, isn’t that wonderful?” And the
farmer said, “Maybe.”

The moral of the story: We should be careful labeling the
things that happen to us as good or bad.

Romans 8:28

“And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his

purpose.”
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Joy On Your Journey

% O LORD, PLEASE HELP
o8 ME TO KEEP MY
z : W £

i
— 9
\ L)

WS OUT OF OTHER
PEOPLE’S BUSINESS/

Nosey No-More

I’ve got a nose, it’s mine, it’s fine,

But it won’t cross your boundary line.

For sniffing rumors, here’s the rule:
Poking ‘round makes me the fool.

When tempted by a juicy tale,

I’ll sail my ship with a better sail.
Your business isn’t mine to peek,
My nose will mind its own this week.

Why meddle in your neighbor's life,
When it might just cut like a knife?
A silent nose keeps drama at bay,
And peace becomes my takeaway.

So here | vow to live nose-free,

In your affairs, I’ll let you be.

For snooping only leads to mess—
And truly, | don't want the stress!

"And that ye study to be quiet, and to
do your own business, and to work
with your own hands, as we
commanded you;" 1 Thess 4:11

A timeless reminder about leading a
peaceful, diligent life!

Look on the Sunny Side

There are always two sides,
the GOOD and the BAD,
The DARK and the LIGHT,
the SAD and the GLAD

But in looking back over
the GOOD and the BAD
We're aware of the number
of GOOD THINGS we've had

And in counting our blessings
we find when we' re through
We've no reason at all

to complain or be blue

So thank God for GOOD things
He has already done;

And be grateful to Him

for the battles you've won,

And know that the same God
who helped you before

Is ready and willing

to help you once more -

Then with faith in your heart
reach out for God's Hand
And accept what He sends,
though you can't understand

For OUR FATHER in heaven
always knows what is best,
And if you trust in His wisdom
your life will be blest,

For always remember
that whatever betides you,
You are never alone

for God is beside you.
Helen Steiner Rice

'T'd really like to join the church,
pastor, but that tithe thingy isa
little steep.,, do you have a junior

membership program?"

i

The Tithing Tightrope

| once thought tithing was a bit too steep,
"My budget’s tight! | need to keep!" But
then | read the Good Book’s say, "God
loves a cheerful giver"—oh, okay!

So | clutched my wallet, held it tight,
Thinking, “Surely ten percent’s not right.”
But every time | gave my share, Blessings
came from everywhere.

A flat tire fixed, a bill erased, Groceries
bought, a gift embraced. God outgave me
every turn, With kindness | could never
earn.

Now | know that when | sow, His grace
will overflow and grow. So when that
offering plate comes by, | toss it in and
grin—not sigh!
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The Keys To The Kingdom

"And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter
and upon this rock I will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And
I will give unto thee the keys of the Ringdom of
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in

heaven" (Matthew 16:18, 19).

AT THE OUTSET of this message, I would like to give you an explanation of the
words of Jesus relative to the construction of His church upon the rock foundation.
A correct exegesis of Scripture can come to us only through the aid of the Holy
Spirit. Jesus said, "It is the Spirit that quickeneth ... the words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they are life" (John 6:33).

Realizing that it is the Spirit that quickens, we come to understand the meaning of
the words: "For the word of God is quick and powerful. ... " (Hebrews 4:12). The
Apostle Paul added impetus and weight to the truth that the great illuminating
agency in this gospel dispensation is the marvelous Word of God, when he said,
"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Timothy 3: 16 ).
Therefore, if we are to properly understand Jesus' words to Peter, we must seek
the explanation in the Word of God.

Some espouse the idea that Peter was the foundation stone of the early church.
They affirm that he held primacy, or a place of supreme episcopal jurisdiction.
They further state that he passed his primacy on to his successors.

But we are compelled by the Spirit to focus our attention upon the inspired
writings of the Bible, where Peter admitted that he was not that foundation stone
upon which the church, the spiritual temple of the Lord, was to built. Peter plainly
stated that the stone was Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:4-9).

There are, in the Greek language, two words in Matthew 16:18 that must be
correctly defined. First, there is petros (translated Peter), which means "a little
rock." Then there is petra (translated "rock," which literally means "a large mass
of stone." So Jesus said, "Upon this rock (petra-a large mass of stone--meaning
Himself) I will build my church."”

On page 302 in Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, under the
heading of "Rock," are these words: "Petra denotes a mass of rock, as distinct
from petros, a detached stone or boulder, or a stone that might be easily moved or
thrown."

Commenting on Matthew 16:18, Mr. Vine further said, " ... here the distinction
between Petra (concerning the Lord Himself) and Petros (the Apostle) is clear.”

Luke, the inspired writer of the Book of Acts, also records
that Peter made a distinction between the Lord and himself,
in relation to the spiritual foundation, when he said, "This
(the Lord) is the stone which was set at nought by you
builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be
saved" (Acts 4:11, 12).

Actually, the church's foundation is a twelve-fold one,
incorporating not only Peter, but all the Twelve Apostles.
This is seen in Paul's words: "And (we) are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and the prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20). So
Peter was one of the stones in the foundation, but he was
not the chief cornerstone.

Though Peter held no place of primacy among the apostles,
Christ, in relation to the establishing of the New Testament
church, did place in his hands greater authority than that
held by any other man. To him He had said, "And I will give
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven." The New Bible Commentary says of this
verse.: "This means that Peter would have the right to enter
the kingdom himself, would have general authority therein
(symbolized by his possession of the keys), and, by
preaching the gospel, would be the means of opening the
kingdom of heaven to those who believed, and shutting it
against all unbelievers."

Around the world today there are many church
denominations, many doctrines, many ways, many ideas,
many doors, many folds, many gospels. But this is not
endorsed by the Bible. Job prophesied of one way. David
spoke of one path. Jesus spoke of one door, one sheepfold,
one church and one gospel. Paul echoed this great truth
when he wrote, "There is one Lord, one faith, and one
baptism" (Ephesians 4:5).

There is one door to salvation, and that door is Jesus Christ
(John 10:9). All who try to enter by any other way are
thieves and robbers (John 10: 1 ).

The key of man's making will never unlock the door of
salvation in any generation. Only the plan which the Lord
gave to Peter, and only the doctrines preached by the
apostles will unlock the door of salvation. (cont page 11)
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continued from page 10

What are the keys, or doctrines, which Jesus placed
in the hands of Peter? What were the great truths
by which Peter unlocked the door in the beginning-
truths that were to be perpetuated by the church?
And what was that form of doctrine spoken of by
Paul, which could make one the servant of
righteousness? (Romans 6:17, 18).

Turning again to the inspired writings of Scripture,
we can find that form of doctrine preached by
Peter, and later by all the disciples and apostles of
Christ. That form of doctrine was the Apostles'
doctrine (Acts 2:41). It was later spoken of as the
decrees ordained of the apostles (Acts 16:4).

In truth, it can be said that Peter's preaching of the
gospel was the means of opening the kingdom of
heaven to all who would heed its call by
responding in faith and obedience.

What was the form of doctrine Peter delivered in
the beginning? What was that gospel he preached,
which opened the kingdom of heaven to those who
heard?

1t is the gospel or doctrine found recorded in the
second chapter of Acts. After preaching a powerful
sermon concerning the Lordship and the Messiah
ship of Jesus Christ, Peter commanded those of the
multitude: "Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost" (Acts 2:38). "Then they that gladly received
his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls.
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine .... "Acts 2:41, 42).

Some teach that Paul's instruction to the Philippian
jailer: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31), is God's complete
New Testament plan of salvation, and that faith in
Jesus Christ is all that is required today. Those
who support such a position make two mistakes:

( 1) They fail to consider that the Philippian jailer
was a heathen with no knowledge of Jesus Christ,
so that before he could obey the commands of

The Keys To The Kingdom

Christ, he must have knowledge of Him and
faith in Him Remember that Jesus said, "He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark
16:16). (2) They put Peter at odds with Paul, in
the gospel message preached. To do this is to
confuse the whole issue, and the Scriptures
declare that God is not the author of confusion
(1 Corinthians 14:33).

A study of the Scriptures will reveal that the
doctrine Peter preached on the day of Pentecost
was the same doctrine that Paul preached to the
Philippian jailer.

After Paul said to this jailer: "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” we
read that " ... they spake unto him the word of
the Lord .... " Since the word of the Lord was
spoken to the jailer, it is necessary to know what
this word embraces, in order to know what was
required of him.

The Prophet Isaiah declared, " ... out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem" (Isaiah 2:3). In connection
with this, Jesus said, " ... repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47). The word of the Lord
began to be preached in Jerusalem on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2). Acts 2:38, already quoted,
shows that this was a message of repentance
and remission of sins. This, then, was the word
of the Lord.

If the word of the Lord was preached to the
Jjailer in Philippi, it must have been the message
of repentance and remission of sins, and the
receiving of the Holy Ghost. This is further
confirmed by the fact that the same results
occurred both in Jerusalem and in Philippi. At
Pentecost, they that gladly received the word
were baptized. At Philippi, the jailer " ... was
baptized, he and all his straightway." The form
of doctrine delivered by the Apostle Paul was
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the same as that delivered by the
Apostle Peter.

The keys to the kingdom of heaven
had been given to Peter, and he used
them on the day of Pentecost. Now the
door of the kingdom has been
unlocked, and stands open.

Have you entered?

Hope in His Name

When trials come and fears arise,
Look to the Lord, lift up your eyes.
For in His name, our hope is bright,
A guiding star through darkest
night.

The nations place their trust in Him,
A light that never fades or dims.

His promises forever true,

His love will always carry you.

So do not fear, stand firm, believe,

His grace is more than we conceive.

For in His name, both great and

small,

Will find their hope—He saves us all.
Catherine Pulsifer
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Faithful
Is He who has promised
Are you passing through a testing?
Is your pillow wet with tears?
Do you wonder what the reason. Why it
seems God never hears?
Why it is you have no answer
To your oft-repeated plea.
Why the heaven still is leaden
As you wait on bended knee?
Do you wonder as you suffer. Whether God
does understand.
And if so, why He ignores you,
Fails to hold you in His hand?
Do black doubts creep in, assail you, Fears
without, and fears within,
Till your brave heart almost falters And
gives way to deadly sin?
All God’s testing have a purpose— Some
day you will see the light,
All He asks is that you trust Him, Walk by
faith and not by sight,
Do not fear when doubts beset you, Just
remember—He is near;
He will never, never leave you,
He will always, always hear.
Faithful is He who has promised,
He will never let you fall,
Daily will the strength be given Strength
for each and strength for all. He will gladly
share pain with you, He will gladly give
you peace,
Till your tired and weary body
Find its blessed, glad release.
When the darken veil is lifted,
Then dear heart, you’ll understand Why it
is you had to suffer,
Why you could not feel His hand Giving
strength when it was needed, Giving power
and peace within Giving joy thru tears and
trial,
Giving victory over sin.
So till then just keep on trusting, Thru the
sunshine and the rain,
Thru the tears and thru the heart-aches,
Thru the smiles and thru the pain Knowing
that our Father watches, Knowing daily
strength He’ll give, Victory for each
passing hour,
This is life, so let us live! — unknown
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About Us

merica’s Christian Newspaper
(Christian Tabernacle Church)
is a non-profit entity dedicated

to our purpose of reaching men and
women, boys and girls, and prisons
with the truth from the Gospel We are
very thankful for the years that we
have been able to publish this
newspaper. Through the years we have
been very successful in reaching the
lost throughout the United States as
well as other countries.

S ince we began this work ,one of our
core values has been careful
steward-ship.

Our Church has supported this newspa-
per as well as faithful newspaper
supporters. 1 write this letter today
because 1 want you to know that that
America’s Christian Newspaper is in great
need financially, many of our older
supporters who have been very faithful to
the paper for years have passed away.

W e never want to lose this great out-
reach therefore we appeal you, our

readers. We have always been discreet in
asking for contributions but we are a place

What can you do to help

What can you do today? Do something
amazing by helping change the lives of people
who don’t know the truth. There are lots of
ways you can make a  difference: Prayer,
because God is mindful of prayer, prayer is an
action that gets God involved, but giving is an
action you take by faith that gets you directly
involved to help the work of God get carried
out to the lost. Every other month we have
been able to mail America’s Christian
Newspaper out but not the volume we need.
Please help us to reach others. Any donations
great or small is a blessing. All donations are
used strictly for reaching out with this news-
paper. God bless you.

where we need your help. If you have received 2 N

the newspaper and have enjoyed it, please
remember us today with your donation we = B
send out this newspaper free to all, your gift
not only benefits you but you are reaching /S

others with us.

hanks to you in advance
God bless you.



Thought Provoking Gems

Things to Be Remembered in

2025

That it pays to forget those things that are behind.
That what I would do for Christ must needs be done for others.
That a good name is rather to be chosen than great riches.
That the greatest thing in all the world is love.
That the way to find happiness is to forget self.
That a word once spoken can never be recalled.
That no suffering is too great if it contributes to the building and
nurture of Christian character.
That to correct one fault in myself is greater than to correct ten in my
neighbor.
That yesterday is gone forever, tomorrow may never come; today, only
1s mine.
That time is too precious to be used other than for His glory.

That to offer a cup of cold water in His name or to help one
discouraged soul, 1s a greater contribution than to speak with the
tongues of men or of angels.

That the glory of life is: To love, not to be loved, to give, not to get, to
serve, not to be served.

That nothing short of loving the Lord my God with all my heart and my
neighbor as myself will please Him.

Evnagelist of Truth

Denying Self
When I refuse the easy thing for love of my Lord,
And when I choose the hardest thing for love of my Lord
And do not make a fuss or speak a grumbling word,
THAT IS DISCIPLINE
When everything seems going wrong and yet I will not grouse,
When it is hot, and I am tired and yet I will not grouse,
But sing a song and do my work in shop, in office, and in the house,
THAT IS DISCIPLINE
When Satan whispers, "Scamp your work," to say to him, "l won't"
When Satan whispers, "Slack a bit," I say to him, "I won't"
To rule myself and not wait for oth-ers' do and don't,
THAT IS DISCIPLINE
When I look up and triumph over every sinful thing.
The things that no one knows about, the cowardly selfish thing,
And when with heart and will I live to please my glorious King,
THAT IS DISCIPLINE
To trample on that curious thing inside me that says "I"
To think of others always, always, never, never of "I"
To live according to my Saviour's word, "Deny,"

"That Is Discipline"
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WHY WORRY?

Worry? Why worry? What can worry do?

It never keeps a trouble from overtaking you.
It gives you indigestion,

and wakeful hours at night.

And fills with gloom the days,

however fair and bright.

It puts a frown upon the face and sharpness
in the tone.

We're unfit to live with others and unfit to
live alone.

Worry? Why worry What can worry do?

It never keeps a trouble from overtaking you!
Pray? Why Pray? What can praying do?
Praying really changes things,

arranges life anew.

It's good for your digestion, gives peaceful sleep at
night,

And fills the grayest, gloomiest days

with rays of glowing light.

It puts a smile upon your face,

the love-note in your tone,

Makes you fit to live with others,

and fit to live alone.

Pray? Why pray? What can praying do?

It brings God down from Heaven

to live and work with you! selected

WHAT IS BROTHERLY LOVE?

It's SILENCE when your words would hurt.

It's PATIENCE when your friend is curt. It's

DEAFNESS when some gossip flows, It's

COMPASSION from a brother's woes,

It's COURAGE when misfortune falls,

It's PIRMNESS when one's duty calls,

It's WILLINGNESS to help another,

It's TRUSTING and especially a brother,

It's RESTITUTION made when due t It's

PORGIVING when it's asked of you.
-Pulpit Helps



1 Think On These Things

Have you Harkened to the Bible?

Revelation, chapters 1 and 22, call The Holy Bible A Book of
Prophecy, which all men can read aloud in their own homes to
their own family members, whose words must not be changed in
any way or there were things the Lord God would do.
Israel's prophet Malachi said A Book of Remembrance would
come for a disobedient remnant of the sons of Jacob before the
Lord made up His jewels, and burned up all proud men like
stubble.
Peter wrote to the strangers scattered throughout Pontius, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia who had partaken of the divine
nature and escaped the corruption of this world through lust to
add to their faith virtue, and knowledge, and temperance, and
patience, and godliness, and brotherly kindness, and charity.
Then he warned them to make their calling and election sure, for
if they did those things they would not fall, but would enter into
the everlasting kingdom of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
What a promise!
In John 21, Peter said that while he was still in this tabernacle (his
fleshly temple) he wanted to put the saints in remembrance,
knowing that shortly he would be sacrificed on a cross as the Lord
Jesus Christ had showed him.
We who can read both Testaments of That Book of Remembrance
in our own homes should give diligence to make our calling and
election sure. Revelation 1:1-3 says men can read That Book of
Prophecy aloud to the members of their own families while it is
still the age of God's grace to Gentiles.
Christ fulfilled everything written on Him in The Law, and
Psalms, and Prophets, and then returned to His Heavenly Father's
right hand to prepare a place for us. That Book of Remembrance
shows us who seek the Kingdom of God first, and His
righteousness. (Matt. 6 and Luke 12)
It is urgent that we read the Scriptures every day, so that we do
not "neglect so great salvation." by Paula Philby Brodin

"Likewise reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord." (Romans 6:11)

"And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with
affections and lusts." (Gal. 5:24)

"It is a faithful saying, for if we be dead with him, we shall
also live with him." (Il Timothy 2:11)

A Man of One Book

I have often thought I am a creature of a day, passing through life as an
arrow through the air. I am a spirit come from God, and returning to
God; just hovering over the great gulf, till a few moments hence, I am
no more seen; I drop into an unchangeable eternity! I want to know
one thing-the way to Heaven; how to land safe on that happy shore.
God Himself has condescended to teach the ways; for this very thing He
came from Heaven. He hath written it down in a Book. Oh, give me
that Book! At any price give me the Book of God! I have it, here is
knowledge enough for me .... Here, then, I am far from the busy ways
of men. I sit down alone; only God is here. In His presence I open, I
read His Book, for this end, to find the way to heaven.

""Holiness unto the LORD'"
signifies complete dedication and
consecration to God. It reflects God's desire
for His people to be set apart for His purposes.

Holiness And Fruitfulness

Personal holiness, and overt fruitfulness are achieved indirectly under
heaven's rule, not by focusing directly upon them as such. That is to say,
they are realized by individuals as a result of their abiding in Christ

(Jn. 15:1-10). And such realization requires that "the inward man" be
"renewed day by day" (II Cor. 4:16). It is also well to consider that this
renewing will not take place through the eating of stale manna. The mind
and heart of the justified, as well as his "path" must shine "more and more
unto the perfect day" ever increasing in the knowledge of God (Prov.
4:18). In Zion, it will be recalled, "they go from strength to strength every
one of them" (Ps. 84:7), and it is "a man of knowledge" that "increaseth
strength” (Prov. 24:5), not one who has an aversion thereunto.

Read & Obey Acts 2:38
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Our Partners in Helping to Spread the Word

America’s Christian
Newspaper is blessed to
have the prayers and support
from congregations all over
the country, spreading the
Word far and wide.
Thanks to all who have been so
faithful and generous.

GOD BLESS YOU!
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""Healing,Deliverance,Miracles"

Church of Jesus Christ
Hwy 51 North
Dyersburg, TN. 38024
Pastor Ray Winstead

Truth Tabernacle

3200 Rush Branch Rd.

Somerset, KY 42501

Pastor Mike Phillips

""A place where needs can be met
and lives changed"

Apostolic Church

1400 West Everly Brothers Blvd
Central City KY 42330

Pastor C. W. Schroader
270-754-4829

Apostolic Church of Wasson
4340 US 45 North

Theology Accredited Pastor B. Scott Sparks Harrisburg, IL 62946
Apostolic Rev. Nathan Prather
by SICMI 618-499-0848
Theological Seminary Truth Tabernacle Church & School
Master of Theolo Kaplan, Louisiana o 7601 Ohio River R.oad Truth Tabernacle
34 All courses are taught live via the Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694 18027 San Bernardino Ave.

We accept previous

credits
Doctor of Theology

Incarceration rates

internet with real degreed professors

Bloomington,CA 92316
337-285-6045

Pastor R.D. Frazier
909-877-6288

Apostolic Lighthouse Pentecostal
Church

A place to Quench your spiritual
hunger & thirst

1801 Durst Street

First Apostolic Church
1801 Durst St.
Nacogdoches, Texas 75965

For with God nothing

: Pastor Brent Crosswhite Nacogdoches, TX 75964 shall be im possible
available ) _ Pastor Brent Crosswhite .
Doctor of PhﬂOSOphy in Lighthouse Apostolic Church 936-560-6601 Luke 1 . 3 7

Religion Center For
Academic Research

310 Co. Road 195
Waterloo, AL 35677

"Your invited to Come Worship ‘What on Earth are you doing for Heavens Sake?
With Us !


mailto:Cypress@texascellnet.com
http://www.cypressbiblecollege.or/
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- Western Nentueky
Hnly Ghost and Fire Gamimegliny

TRULY A GREAT FAMILY CAMP

Western Kentucky Apostolic Youth CONFERENCE

JULY 8™ thru 112025
4 Nights and 3 Days

LOCATED AT THE FAIR GROUNDS ON ARCH ST
Madisonville, Kentucky

Vacation
Bible
School
for
Children
up to 12
years old.

: A e L& e R
Shf’_jr‘ﬂ C:’ij O "NO[IH Pastor Junior Tingle Welcomes Al

We Are Looking forward to seeing you this year

Make Plans to Attend.
Great Free Meals served after each Service

*SPECIAL SPEAKERS*

Elder John Bullock......... 1:00 p.m. . L. .
Elder Jon Lambeth.............7:30 p.m. SpeCIal Slnglng and Choir

Everyone Is Welcome
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By | O. F. Fauss

Assistant General Superintendent

This column is for the purpose of help-
ing those seeking enlightenment, advice
or help. Foolish guestions, or those of a
questionable intent, and for the sake of
stirring uwp strife and debate, will be
avoided.

Do not request (or demand) a personal
answer by letter; time, and other duties,
will not permit this.

Please address all questions to Rev-
erend 0. F. Fauss, 201 W. Twickenham
Trail, Houston, Texas 77022.

Question. Is it wrong for a Christian to buy
things on the installment plan, or to have a charge
account (credit)? Please explain the scripture:
“Owe no man any thing, but to love one another

”
Fesfesfosferfefesfeofe

Answer. Once a group of men, seeking an occa-
sion to accuse Jesus to the government, asked Him
if it were lawful to give tribute (pay taxes) to
Caesar. He replied, “Render therefore unto Caesar
the things which be Ceasar’s, and unto God the
things which be God’s”’ (Luke 20:25).

Paul, in writing to the Romans, refers to the
obligation of Christians to earthly governments,
by saying, “For rulers are not a terror to good
works, but to the evil . . . For he is the minister of
God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is
evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in
vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil’” (Romans
13:4. 5). Verse 7 says, ‘‘Render therefore to all their
dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to
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whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom
honour.” Then verse 8 declares, ‘““Owe no man any-
thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth
another hath fulfilled the law.”’

Therefore, the wrong would be this: TO RE-
FUSE TO PAY THE BILL. Much is said in the
Old Testament about paying or restoring the pledge.
This means that which is promised, or agreed upon
to be paid. For example: ‘‘Again, when I say unto
the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; if he turn from
his sin, and do that which is lawful and right; If the
wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had
robbed (or taken, and refused to pay), walk in the
statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he
shall surely live, he shall not die” (Ezekiel 33:14,
15}.

To agree to purchase something, to be paid for
on a certain date, be it a thirty-day account or an
“installment plan,” is not wrong, unless and until
you fail to keep your promise to pay when it comes
due.

I have always preached that repentance in-
cludes restitution, that is, one must pay up his
back bills, make right his promises, and correct his
wrongs (even to the extent of asking forgiveness
of those whom he has mistreated or falsely ac-
cused).

The Apostle Paul admonishes us: ‘‘Recompense
to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in
the sight of all men’’ (Romans 12:17). Again he said,
“Providing for honest things, not only in the sight
of the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (2 Cor-
inthians 8:21).

The Lord even classed backslidden Israel as
robbers for failing in their obligation and responsi-
bility toward His house and ministry. He asked,
“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But
ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings” (Malachi 3:8).

To meet God in peace, and to be at peace with
our fellowmen, there is nothing to take the place of
being HONEST in the sight of God, and in the sight
of men. Meet your promised obligations. If condi-
tions arise which make this impossible, go to your
creditor and explain that you will pay as soon as
possible. Jesus gave us an example of this in a
parable. A certain king had a servant who had fail-
ed to pay his bill when it was due. When he was
confronted with the debt, he said, “Lord, have
patience with me, and I will pay thee all” (Mat-
thew 18:26).

Don’t try to live beyond that which you can
HONESTLY PROVIDE in the sight of God and men.

THE PENTECOSTAL HERALD
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Why do our churches have so
many rules? I get so frustrated
when new rules are handed down
to us. I thought getting the Holy
Ghost set us free from man-made
rules and bondage, but it seems
like I am in more bondage now
than | was before | was saved. Why
cannot the Bible be the only rule
we need?

A b b & 4 4 4 o4 4 4 4 o o o 4

Itis true that we do have rules in
our churches, and they should be
based upon the Word of God. Rules
are necessary to safeguard the
testimony of the church. They also
provide guidelines for conduct so
that a Christian will not stray from
his commitment to Jesus Christ.

You ask why the Bible cannot be
the only rule we need. Many of our

Brother Gray is the pastor of
Revival Tabernacle, San Diego,
California.

modern sins were unknown in Bi-
ble days. Ecclesiastes 7:29 says
that "God made man upright; but
they have sought out many inven-
tions.” And when these “inven-
tions’” are made, they are evil when
they pull a person away from his
uprightness.

In Bible times, they did not have
such things as cigarettes, nar-
cotics, motion pictures, television,
professional sports, mini-skirts,
and many other things that tech-
nology and modern lifestyles have
given our generation. Since these
things were invented after the
Bible was written, we must have
rules governing our conduct with
respect to them.

Yet these rules should be based
upon principles taught in the Word
of God. For instance, we condemn
the use of tobacco as sin, and
therefore have a rule that none of
our members can smoke, chew
tobacco, or dip snuff. Tobacco is
not specifically mentioned in the
Bible, for its use was unknown in
those days. It was introduced to
the “civilized” world by explorers
who obtained it from the Indians of

David F. Gray

the New World.

Even though the use of tobacco
was unknown in Bible days and
therefore not mentioned in Scrip-
ture, such passages as | Corin-
thians 3:17; 1 Corinthians 6:12, 19,
20; and 1l Corinthians 7:1 proclaim
divine principles which condemn
its use.

The application of biblical prin-
ciples results in rules which are
especially important for the young,
either in years or in spiritual attain-
ment. Although mature Christians
should have their spiritual sen-
sibilities keenly trained “to discern
both good and evil” (Hebrews
5:14), it is sad to note that many do
not, and therefore rules help these
saints te know how to conduct
themselves in an ungodly social
climate.

A person may chafe against
rules, but if he is truly spiritual and
consecrated he would not do so; he
would realize that rules serve to
assist the church in keeping a
clean fellowship from compromise
and contamination, and to help
people be ready for the soon return
of our Lord. O
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BEATITUDES FOR FRIENDS OF THE AGED

Blessed are they that understand

My faltering step and palsied hand.
Blessed are they that know my ears today
Must strain to catch the things they say.
Blessed are they who seem to know

That my eyes are dim and my wits are slow.
Blessed are they that look away

When the coffee spilled at the table today.
Blessed are they with a cheery smile

Who stop to chat for a little while.
Blessed are they who never say,

“You’ve told that story twice today.”
Blessed are they who find the way

To bring back memories of Yesterday.
Blessed are they who make it known
That I'm loved and not alone.

Blessed are they who case the days

On my journey Home in loving ways. e







“Paul’s Own Teaching on
Water Baptism”

By OLIVER F. FAUSS

It will be well for us to consider the life and
doctrine of the Apostle Paul, even on the subject
of Water Baptism.

His statement to the Thessalonians (1 Thes.
1:5), “For our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but in MUCH ASSURANCE,” should en-
courage us to look into what and how he preached
the gospel.

His challenge to the angels to contradict his
message makes it all the more important that we
believe and preach accordingly. “But though we or
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you
(Acts 19:1-6), let him be accursed.” (Gal. 1-8).

He informed the Corinthians that what he
preached unto them, he had also received himself
first before delivering it unto them (1 Cor. 15:1-4).
He further stated to them that he preached the
same thing everywhere he went in every church.
(1 Cor. 3:17).

It cannot be denied that Paul was baptized in
water in the NAME of the Lord JESUS (Acts
22:16), and that he practiced baptizing his con-
verts, even though they had formerly been baptized
in water, in the NAME of the LORD JESUS. (Acts
19:1-6).

Paul goes so far as to say that water baptism in
the NAME of Jesus is necessary to put you into
Christ. “Know ye not, that. so many of you as were
baptized into Christ were baptized into His death ?”
(Rom. 6.3). Some try to make you think he was
talking about the baptism of the Spirit here, but
the following verse shows plainly that he was talk-
ing of water baptism, and that in the (singular)
NAME of Him who died for us. “Therefore, we
are buried with Him (not them) in baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in the newness of life (the baptism
of the Spirit) ; for if we have been planted together
in the likeness of His death (Who died for us), we
shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection.”
(Rom. 6:4,5).

The same term, “buried with Him in baptism,”
is used in Paul’s epistle to the Colossians (2:12),
for he had already informed them that Jesus was
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(in His earthly life) the “image of the invisible
God, the first-born (resurrected and glorified) of
every creature: for by HIM were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by HIM and for HIM: and HE is before all
things, and by HIM all things consist. And He is
the head of the body of the church: who is the be-
ginning, the first born from the dead; that in all
things He might have the preeminence:;: for it
pleased the Father that in Him should all FUL-
NESS dwell . . . For in Him dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily.” (Col. 1:15-19 :249).

Paul said to the Galatians. “For as many of you
as have been baptized into Christ, have put on
Christ” (Gal. 3:27). This is fulfilled in Acts 2:38,
the authority of the entrance into the body of
Christ.

Let us notice the record of Paul’s experience and
what took place at Philippi. His vision of a man
calling for help over in Macedonia, made him to
know the Spirit of God had called him there to
preach the gospel (Acts 16:6-10).

His first service was held out of the city by the
river side. (Acts 16:12, 13). His first convert was
a certain woman named Lydia. She was baptized
and her household. (V. 15).

After a number of days, Paul cast out an unclean
spirit from a girl, which resulted in both he and
Silas being placed in jail. (Acts 16:16-24).

The miracle that took place that night, and re-
sulted in the conversion of the jailor and his family,
will surely prove the essentiality of baptism as we
read: “And he took them (Paul and Silas) the
same hour of the night (mid-night), and was bap-
tized, he and all his, straightway.” (Acts 16:33).
It is certain they were baptized in the NAME of the
Lord Jesus, due to the wonderful exaltation of Jesus
in Paul’s letter to the Philippians. “Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted Him (Jesus), and given
Him a NAME which is above every name: that at
the NAME OF JESUS every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth; and that every tongue should con-
fess that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD; to the glory
of God the Father.” (Phil. 2:9-11).

December, 1953






Hotuess and Frunthubiess

Personal holiness, and overt fruitfulness are achieved
indirectly under heaven'’s rule, not by focusing directly upon
them as such. That is to say, they are realized by individuals
as a result of their abiding in Christ (Jn. 15:1-10). And such
realization requires that “the inward man” be “renewed day
by day” (II Cor. 4:16). It is also well to consider that this
renewing will not take place through the eating of stale man-
na. The mind and heart of the justified, as well as his “path”
must shine “more and more unto the perfect day” ever
increasing in the knowledge of God (Prov. 4:18). In Zion, it
will be recalled, “they go from strength to strength every one
of them” (Ps. 84:7), and it is “a man of knowledge” that
“increaseth strength” (Prov. 24:5), not one who has an aver-

sion thereunto.
—Fred Blakely, in the Banner of Truth

R W W

A Man of One Book

I have often thought I am a creature of a day, passing
through life as an arrow through the air. I am a spirit come
from God, and returning to God; just hovering over the great
gulf, till a few moments hence, I am no more seen; I drop
into an unchangeable eternity! I want to know one thing—
the way to Heaven; how to land safe on that happy shore.
God Himself has condescended to teach the way; for this
very thing He came from Heaven. He hath written it down
in a Book. Oh, give me that Book! At any price give me the
Book of God! I have it, here is knowledge enough for
me....Here, then, I am far from the busy ways of men. I sit
down alone; only God is here. In His presence I open, I read
His Book, for this end, to find the way to heaven.

—TJ. Wesley
in The Evangelist of Truth

THE BIBLE FRIEND
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WHAT IS BROTHERLY LOVE?

It’s SILENCE when your words would hurt.

It’s PATIENCE when your friend is curt.

It’s DEAFNESS when some gossip flows,

It’s COMPASSION from a brothet’s woes,

Its COURAGE when misfortune falls,

It’s FIRMNESS when one’s duty calls,

It’s WILLINGNESS to help another,

It’s TRUSTING and especially a brothet,

Tt's RESTITUTION made when due

It's FORGIVING when it’s asked of you.
-Puipit Helps
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determining, or originating element in
us. It is to be no longer the regent of
our action. We are no more to think
‘What should I like to do?” but ‘What
would the Living One have me do?’
—Selected
in The Evangelist of Truth
“crc_e

Things to Be Remembered in

1999

That it pays to forget those things
that are behind.

That what I would do for Christ
must needs be done for others.

That a good name is rather to be
chosen than great riches.

That the greatest thing in all the
world is love.

That the way to find happiness is to
forget self. ?

That a word once spoken can never
be recalled.

That no suffering is too great if it
contributes to the building and nurture
of Christian character.

That to correct one fault in myself is
greater than to correct ten in my neigh-
bor.

That yesterday is gone forever;
tomorrow may never come; today, only
is mine.

That time is too precious to be used
other than for His glory.

That to offer a cup of cold water in
His name or to help one discouraged
soul, is a greater contribution than to
speak with the tongues of men or of
angels.

That the glory of life is: To love, not
to be loved; to give, not to get; to
serve, not to be served.

That nothing short of loving the
Lord my God with all my heart and my
neighbor as myself will please Him.

—in The Evangelist of Truth
“cr s

Denying Self

When I refuse the easy thing for
love of my Lord,

And when I choose the hardest
thing for love of my Lord

And do not make a fuss or speak a
grumbling word,

THAT IS DISCIPLINE

When everything seems going
wrong and yet I will not grouse,

When it is hot, and I am tired and
yet I will not grouse,

But sing a song and do my work in
shop, in office, and in the house,

THAT IS DISCIPLINE

When Satan whispers, “Scamp your
work,” to say to him, “I won't”

When Satan whispers, “Slack a bit,”
I say to him, “I won't”

To rule myself and not wait for oth-
ers’ do and don't,

THAT IS DISCIPLINE

When I look up and triumph over
every sinful thing.

The things that no one knows
about, the cowardly selfish thing,

And when with heart and will I live
to please my glorious King,

THAT IS DISCIPLINE

To trample on that curious thing
inside me that says “1”

To think of others always, always,
never, never of “1”

To live according to my Saviour’s
word, “Deny,”

THAT IS DISCIPLINE
By Amy Carmichael,
(Missionary in India).

“Likewise reckon ye yourselves to
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
(Romans 6:11)

“And they that are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh with affections and
lusts.” (Gal. 5:24)

“It is a faithful saying, for if we be
dead with him, we shall also live with
him.” (II Timothy 2:11)

—Pilgrim Tract Society tract

of the gospel of Christ...the power of Ged unto salvation to everyone that believeth” Romans 1:16
ree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them..." Matthew 18:19







By: Kenneth F. Haney

Pastor of Christian Life Center

Stockton, California

"Behold, the Lord stood upon a wall... with a
plumbline in his hand. And the Lord said ©
me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A
plumbline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will
set a plumbline n the midst of my people
Israel” {Amos 7:7-8)

Our text comes from the stirring message
of the prophet Amos who lived in Judah
about 750 years before Jesus was born. Out
from the rustic rural background where
life was simple, quiet and good, this
awkward pheasant came to the city of
Bethel, where the ways of life were more
complex. Can you not imagine his horror
when he saw how the religion of the peo-
ple had become weak, insipid, and col-
orless, while, at the same time, the temples
were thronged with worshipers who were
apparently going through empty rituals
and formalities to no consequence? And lit-
tle wonder that the man of God shuddered
when he found prevarication in the court
of justice, for there was one law for the
rich and another for the poor. He found
these people to be living superficial lives.
Luxury had made them fat and indifferent.

Amos had a message to deliver to his
generation. It was one of rebuke and judg-
ment. In the manner of all great prophets,
he spoke the need of his day. But his
message met unreceptive hearts, which
quickly denounced him by shouting. "Flee
to your own land you rough cowherd!
Preach there if you like, but do not bother
us with your fanatical preaching."

Thus they silenced him. Back to his
home in the hills of Tekoa, he went. God
spoke to his heart by vision, and as he
stood on the scrubby limestone range, with
the towers of Jerusalem breaking the
horizon, he saw the hand of God holding a
plumbline beside a wall. He heard a voice
saying, "Behold, I will set a plumbline in the
midst of my people Israel.”

God's messenger today who sounds a
warning should always be welcome in the

God's Plulllbline
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pulpit of a Pentecostal church. The
faithfulness of the anointed ministry to
lower the plumbline has provided the
church with positive direction. Of recent
years the spirit of evangelism has been in-
tensified, Eringing about a tremendous
growth; also, there has been an increasing
hunger for the outpouring of the Holy
Ghost. However, it is not without an inces-
sant battle that we retain the ground that is
gained. It is the man of God who stands in
the cross-current of everyday events where
he sees men loving that which is wrong
and destroying what is right, and he lowers
a plumbline, as he says, "Thus said the
Lord... "

Recently I read some excerpts from an
old Methodist book entitled, "Perfect Love
or Plain Things for Those Who Need
Them," by J. A" Wood, publishled in 1861.
The author spoke out of a burdened heart,
and obviously had noticed some tragic
trends. However, in spite of the warning,
the powerful current of worldliness swept
across that movement until the thing John
Wesley feared would happen, happened! A
religious body without power! These were
Wesley's words:

"We believe the great present want of the
church is a mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost.
The church has numbers, wealth, talents, and
influence; but she needs something more than
these-the power of the Holy Ghost, the
gospel preached in the demonstration of the
Spirit-the Holy anointing from heaven.
When the Methodist church, or any other
church, relies for her success upon anything
but deep, vital and practical godliness, she
will inevitably fail in accomplishing her great
mission. Numbers, wealth, learning, position
or popularity, can never supply the place of
piety. This is indispensable, and it must be
first, last, and always."

In summarizing, the author sounds a

Continued to Page 15
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God's Plumbline Continued from Page 7

clear warning to the Methodists by ad-
monishing them not to lean upon the arm
of flesh. While talent, methods, wealth, in-
fluence, programs, organization, and
numbers may be helpful and needful, it is
all vanity unless the church is motivated
by the power of the Holy Ghost.

Was Mr. Wesley fearful that the people
called Methodists would ever cease to be?
He said:

"l an not afraid that the people called
Methodists shall ever cease to exist, either in
Europe or America. But I am afraid lest they
shall exist as a dead sect, having the form of
religion without the power. "

John Wesley feared that the movement
he had given his life for was fast slipping
from a pray rful, Godfearing chruch into a
mere form of religion. The meetings which
had once been charged by the presence of
God, as the people had worshiped in the
simplicity of faith by shouting, dancing,
and speaking in a unknown tongue, were
now becoming streamlined, very formal
and ritualistic.

The fires of evangelism that had once
burned with red hot flame, spreading
through Europe and America, was now a
dying ember. Now, John Wesley, an aged
man, cried, "Come back! Come back, my
people, to your first love!" God grant that
Pentecost shall ever be motivated by the
Spirit, ready for the direction in which the
Lord should lead. It should never be un-
common for the gifts of the Spirit to be
operating in our midst. But let us make
positively sure that this gift operates
genuinely and sincerely and never to pro-
pagate an opinion of an individual or a
group of individuals expressing their own
personal philosophy. When this gift
operates it should operate within the
bounds and order that GOD'S WORD doth
allow.

Here is another quotation from the old
Methodist book: "How is a compromising
Spirit with the world usually manifested?"
The answer:

"In efforts o popularize Christianity with
the world, and looking to increase its in-
fluence in that way." ;

"In efforts to lower the Bible standard of
holiness, in order to make it less replusive to
the minds of carnal men. "

"In efforts to regulate sin, instead of oppos-
ing and prohibiting it."

"In acts which pander t the vices ofwicked
men, or which countenance, directly or in-
directly, the commission of sin.

15

“In depending for the prosperity of the
church upon her wealth and popularity, or
upon the learning, talents, and eloquence of
her ministers, rather than upon the baptism of
the Holy Ghost and a solid, high tone ofpiety
in her ministry and membership."

In considering the preceding steps of the
compromising spirit, we must first state
that the Pentecostal message, as given in
Acts 2:38, has never been, and will never
be popular with the world. And the Bible
standard of holiness must always be
upheld. The spirit of this ungodly world
would hope that we would regulate sin
rather than oppose it. The ecumunical
trend of our day is to water down the
message, sugar coat it with the enticing
words of men's wisdom, to be delivered
with all eloquence of speech, homiletically
designed for resounding applause from the
audience, but without the meat of God's
Word and the anointing and demonstration
of the Spirit. Their way is to never take a
pronounced stand against sin, to always
avoid any issue, and sidestep that which is
considered controversial. But this is not so
with the anointed of God. For, as they
lower the plumbline, they say, "Thus saith
the Lord."

It is interesting to note what the
Methodist book has to say about the wear-
ing of jewelry. I quote:

"Is there any harm in the putting on, or the
wearing, of jewelry or costly array?
Thousands in the church of God, and many
ministers and their families, are drifting away
from the old landmarks on this subject. It is
positively and distinctly forbidden in the Scrip-
ture {lI Timothy 2:9'I Peter 3:3-4; [John 2: 15;
Romans 12:1-2/. Aim at obeying and pleasing
God, and all your ornaments, if you have
them, will drop offat once. It cannot be put on
or worn in the name o flesus, or to the glory of
God {Colossians 3:17/. Christians should so
dress as to show that their minds are occupied
with nobler objects. Their external ap-
pearance should evince gravity, simplicity,
decency, and modesty. They should dress
neatly, plainly, and suitably to persons pro-
fessing godliness. "

It is gratifying to know that thee United -

Pentecostal Church has sought to uphold

"You can tell Pentecostals on the street at
any time, for they are identified with
Christ."

If you are to continue to thrust forward,
and be recognized as the mighty oracle of
God, it will only be so as the ministry
lowers the plumbline by saying, "Thus
saith the Lord." D

these standards. For it still can be said.j‘

9
-










Osterhus Publishing House, Inc
4500 West Broadway, Minneapolis, MN 55422

Change Service Requested

%2 06/01/00
v , BD TIAE
FO BOX 747

MADISONVILLE® KY 42431-0747

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 3237
Minneapolis, MN

Have you Harkened to the Bible?

by Paula Philby Brodin

Revelation, chapters 1and 22, call The Holy Bible A Book
of Prophecy, which all men can read aloud in their own
homes to their own family members, whose words must not
be changed in any way or there were things the Lord God
would do.

[srael's prophet Malachi said A Book of Remembrance
would come for a disobedient remnant of the sons of Jacob
before the Lord made up His jewels, and burned up all
proud men like stubble.

Peter wrote to the strangers scattered throughout
Pontius, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia-who had
partaken of the divine nature and escapd th coruption of
this world through lust-to add to their faith virtue, and
knowledge, and temperance, and patience, and godliness,
and brotherly kindness, and charity.

Then he warned them to make their calling and election
sure, for if they did those things they would not fall, but
would enter into the everlasting kingdom of their Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. What a promise!

In John 21, Peter said that while he was still in this taber-
nacle (his fleshly temple) he wanted to put the sair.t in
remembrance, knowing that shortly he would be sacrificed
on a cross as the Lord Jesus Christ had showed him.

We who can read both Testaments of That Book of
Remembrance in our own homes should give diligence to
make our calling and election sure. Revelation 1:1-3 says
men can read That Book of Prophecy aloud to the members
of their own families while it is still the age of God's grace to
Gentiles.

Christ fulfilled everything written on Him in The Law,
and Psalms, and Prophets, and then returned to His
Heavenly Father's right hand to prepare a place for us. That
Book of Remembrance shows us who seek the Kingdom of
God first, and His righteousness. (Matt. 6 and Luke 12)

As sister Ruth Osterhus reminded the readers of "The
Bible Friend" often, it is urgent that we read the Scriptures
every day, so that we do not "neglect so great salvation.”

(Mal. 3, John 21, Hebrews 2, I and II Peter, Rev. 1and 22)

PAGF FIGHT
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THREE FRIENDS
By Phyllis Foster

1 have three friends who sail with me
Across life’s wild, uncertain sea;
Faith, Hope and lovely Charity

T would be sad should I lose Hope,
T know ot how I'd ever cope,-
She’s my bright star and mooring ropel!

Yet if I sdll have faith on board
And keep my eyes fixed on the Lord
I wouldn’t drift, - so strong Faith’s cord.

But should I lose fair Faith, then I
Would swiftly sink and surely die,
No faith nor hope to travel by...

Yet still perhaps Love would sustain
And raise me up to Hope again
Restore my laith; all else is vain.

I need all three to sail with me
Across life’s wild and troubled sea,
Faith, Hope, and Love, sweet Charity!

WHY WORRY?

Worry? Why worty? What can worry do?

It never keeps a trouble from overtaking you.

Tt gives you indigestion,
and wakeful hours at night.

And fills with gloom the days,
however fair and bright.

It puts a frown upon the face and sharpness
in the tone.

We're unfit to live with others and unfit to
live alone.

Worry? Why worry? What can worry do?
It never keeps a trouble from overtaking you!

Pray? Why Pray? What can praying do?
Praying really changes things,
arranges life anew.
It’s good for your digestion,
gives peaceful sleep at night,
And fills the grayest, gloomiest days
with rays of glowing light.
It puts a smile upon your face,
the love-note in your tone,
Makes you fit to live with others,
and fit to live alone.

Pray? Why pray? What can praying do?
It brings God down from Heaven
~to live and work with youl
-Selected

Prayer is the burden of a sigh.
The falling of a teat,
The upward glancing of an eye
When none but God is near.

-Jas. Montgomery
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EAVESDROPPING
By Martin Middleton

In the guise of sleep I hear her
soft spoken words,
unaware of my straining ea
Gentle words, unselfish,
oblivious to the smile growing on
and in my heart.
Had 1 opened my eyes 1 would hz
I wasn't the only one
listening intently
to her private wishes...
the angel above her head
was smiling at the two of u

OLD AGE

I thought I'd let the doctor check m

I didn’t feel just right

All those aches and pains bothered

I couldn’t sleep at night

He could find no disorder

But he couldn’t let it rest

What with Medicare and Blue Cros:

It wouldn’t hurt to run a test

To the hospital he sent me

Though I didn’t feel that bad

He arranged for them to give me

Every test they ever had

T was fluoroscoped and cystoscopec

My aging frame displayed

Strapped on an ice-cold table

My innards were all x-rayed

I was checked for worms and paras

For fungus and for crud

And they shoved long needles in m

To take samples of my blood

Doctors came in to check me out

Probed and pushed and poked all a

And to make sure I was still living

They wired me up for sound

They finally have cancelled

Their results all fill a page

What I have will kill me

It is something called Old Age
~Sent in by 1

HE IS NOT HERE

Christ arose in triumphant glory,
This is the truth we hold so dear,
Angels tell the miraculous story,
Jesus has risen, He is not here!
-Edwar






Often teachers are not aware of the hidden
saching in their books and materials, as to
aluing education, valuing skills, values
larification, self-awareness, decision-making,
elf-acceptance, and interpersonal relations
kills.

Films, textbooks, and library books often
ontain humanism and provide opportunities
r open discussions, which include teacher
ressure and peer pressure. Curriculums often
ntain courses on human sexuality and fami-
- living,

Teachers do not have to sneak humanism
to the public schools. The future proposal of
lucation states: “All future teachers should
llow a course of study that is humanistic,
at nothing less than this will start them on
e way to becoming educated persons. . .”

The faith of a child in a public education
tting is virtually destroyed at a very young
e. By the time a student reaches the fifth
ade, most are convinced that evolution is
te. All the so-called “evidence” is stacked
ar after year on the side of evolution. The
nstant humanistic barrage is having its in-
ence on the thinking and the practical prac-
e of traditional values. By the time the stu-
nt is a teenager, peer concept and social ac-
ptance far outweigh parental values, and
en those peer values are slanted away from
2 Bible and toward the false, humanistic
rality, regard for parents, together with
ir values, is lost.

It is also true that sex education and its
ue system accept other kinds of “families,”
h as, those who “‘shack up” without legali-

Thus other social units are far more accep-
le to humanists than the basic “nuclear”
nily.

In the sight of God, Humanism does not
tify sin or make void one’s responsibility
sin.,

Basic to humanist thinking is the assump-
1 that there is no God and that, as a self-
Ived organism, man is amoral, without
ral accountability to any power higher than
1self, therefore, nothing is right or wrong,
ept as he himself decides. To a humanist, a
-existent God said, “Thou shalt not com-
-adultery.” Our Bible also tells us that,
ery one of us shall give account of himself
7od”’ (Romans 14:12).

Humanists deny that either God or Satan
it, yet in worshipping self and sex, as they
they are actually worshipping Satan while
ying his existence. They also deny that

such thing as absolute truth exists, for

7 claim that every value is relative, in-
ling truth, and that truth is truth in rela-
- to what man determines is truth. A
ianist recognizes no higher power than
self, therefore a lie is the truth to a
anist. ‘‘Situation ethics” are purely
anistic, in that anything is justified
1in  context of the particular cir-
stances, since there are ‘“‘no absolutes.”
The utter vanity of Humanism is that it
esses to replace God in human con-
1sness, totally eliminating Him from His
ton. It exalts self to the place of God, and
ns that man is supreme, self-sufficient and
. while corrupting man to the very depths

pravity. It claims to “liberate’’ men from

- and from the inhibiting influences of

stianity, yet totally enslaves all who are

juered by it.

fconcluded bottom next column)
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Is Abortion Murder?

A mother stepped into the doctor’s office
carrying a bright and beautiful baby a year
old. Seating herself near her family physician,
she said, “Doctor, I want you to help me out of
my trouble. My baby is only one year old, and

I have conceived again, and I do not want to [

have children so close together.”

“What do you expect me to do?” asked
the physician.

““Oh, anything to get rid of it for me,” she
replied.

After thinking seriously for a moment the
doctor said, “I think I can suggest a better
method of helping you out. If you object to
baving two children so near together, the best
way would be to kill the one on your lap, and
let the other one come on. It is easy to get at
the one on your lap, and it makes no difference
to me which one I kill for you. Besides, it{
mighy be dangerous for you if I undertook to
kill the younger one.”

As the doctor finished speaking he
reached for a knife and continued by asking
the mother to lay the baby out on her lap, and
turn her head the other way.

The woman almost fainted away as she
jumped from her chair, and uttered one word,
“MURDERER!”

A few words of explanation from the doc-
tor soon convinced the mother that his offer to |
commit murder was no worse than her request [
for the destruction of the unborn child. In {

either case it would be murder. The only dif- \

ference would be in the age of the victim.

® % % %

“THE BIBLE FRIEND is FAR
REACHING—with Biblical faith and Chris-
tian teaching.”

Humanism, Evolution, Socialism, Communism

Humanism, with its belief in evolution,
forms the basis of socialism and communism.
It has “blown” the minds of millions of prom-
ising young people through drugs, and its
falseness.

As long as our public schools and
educators deny God, the Bible, and the
Biblical account of creation, we cannot expect
to see a return to the Basic in education in
America. Qur country was founded and grew
on those just mentioned. As President Reagan
stated last year, “God should have never been
expelled from the schools.” The price we shall
pay for that is unmeasurable in lost lives.
Scores of Christian educators, parents, and
students now are forced to seek education out-
side the public schools. They still believe they
have a voice in the forming of the child’s
future life and values. The schools seem to feel
they own the students, until they get in trou-
E{e; then it is the parent who is responsible.

e.

In my teaching of the Alaskan Eskimos, I
have lived in villages started by Christian mis-
sionaries with good and high standards. In the
past twenty years with public schools now in
the villages, I have seen them torn apart and
destroyed. Once a happy, contented people,
now we see the youth on drugs with many
suicides each year. America, will only go for-
ward with youth and education as it turns
back to God and follows His moral law.

—Author Unknoer

Celebration of a New Year

I feel the need to celebrate
The passing of the year—
A year of great and good intention
But lived in careless inattention
To the voice of God, I fear.

I really do not long so much
To party, sing, or shout—
Just have a meeting with the Son,
A small reunion with the One
Who knows what life is all about.

This year is new, the page is clean,

God only knows what may appear.
My single New Year’s resolution—
To learn how to find God’s solution

And walk with Him this coming year,

—Lorraine Wright
* K ¥ %

To be conscious that you are ignorant is a
great step to knowledge. —Disraeli
* %k ¥k %

An old colored mammy’s recipe for hap-
piness: “Don’t let the seeds spoil your enjoy-
ment of a watermelon. Jest spit out the

1]

* %k %k %

I believe that if there is one thing which
pierces the Saviour’s heart with unutterable
grief it is not the world’s iniquity but the
church’s indifference. —F. B. Meyer

j_" 't'-_
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MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE

Perry E. Fullington
Abraham went to the mountain,

As was the Lord’s command;
He placed his son on the altar
He put him in God’s hand.

And after such a testing,

His faith was strong and true,
Just like brother Daniel,

And the Hebrew children, too.

We sometimes feel discouraged,
And feel all hope is lost,

But when we look to Ged in faith
Who paid the awful cost

The skies may seem much brighter,
We'll see a brighter day;
So let’s go up to Moriah
| And let God have His way.

f There is a mountain experience,

A place where you may go,
A great Jehovah experience
For the testing of your soul.
| A place where you may learn,
\ A time in which to grow,
1\ Come to Mt. Moriah,
*  For the experience of your soul.






Look on the Sunny Stde |

HELEN STEINER RICE

There are always two sides,

the GOQD and the BAD,
The DARK and the LIGHT,

the SAD and the GLAD —
But in looking back over

the GOOD and the BAD
We're aware of the number

of GOOD THINGS we’ve had —
And in counting our blessings

we find when we're through
We've no reason at all

to complain or be blue —
So thank God for GOOD things

He has already done;
And be grateful to Him

for the battles you've won,
And know that the same God

who helped you before
Is ready and willing

to help you once more —
Then with faith in your heart

reach out for God’s Hand
And accept what He sends,

though you can’t understand —
For OUR FATHER in heaven

always knows what is best,
And if you trust in His wisdom

- your life will be blest,

For always remember

that whatever betides you,
You are never alone

for God is beside you.






What are the keys, or doctrines, which Jesus placed
in the hands of Peter? What were the great truths by
which Peter unlocked the door in the
beginning—truths that were to be perpetuated by the
church? And what was that form of doctrine spoken of
by Paul, which could make one the servant of
righteousness? (Romans 6:17, 18).

Turning again to the inspired writings of Scripture,
we can find that form of doctrine preached by Peter,
and later by all the disciples and apostles of Christ.
That form of doctrine was the Apostles’ doctrine (Acts
2:41). It was later spoken of as the decrees ordained of
the apostles (Acts 16:4).

In truth, it can be said that Peter’s preaching of the
gospel was the means of opening the kingdom of
heaven to all who would heed its call by responding in
faith and obedience.

What was the form of doctrine Peter delivered in the
beginning? What was that gospel he preached, which
opened the kingdom of heaven to those who heard?

It is the gospel or doctrine found recorded in the
second chapter of Acts. After preaching a powerful
sermon concerning the Lordship and the Messiahship
of Jesus Christ, Peter commanded those of the
multitude: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts
2:38). “Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls. And they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine....” (Acts
2:41, 49,

Some teach that Paul’s instruction to the Philippian
jailer: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31), is God’s complete New
Testament plan of salvation, and that faith in Jesus
Christ is all that is required today. Those who support
such a position make two mistakes: (1) They fail to
consider that the Philippian jailer was a heathen with
no knowledge of Jesus Christ, so that before he could
obey the commands of Christ, he must have knowledge
of Him and faith in Him. Remember that Jesus said,
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:186).
(2) They put Peter at odds with Paul, in the gospel
message preached. To do this is to confuse the whole
issue, and the Scriptures declare that God is not the
author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33).

A study of the Scriptures will reveal that the
doctrine Peter preached on the day of Pentecost was
the same doctrine that Paul preached to the Philippian
jailer.

After Paul said to this jailer: “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” we read that

“. . they spake unto him the word of the Lord....”
Since the word of the Lord was spoken to the jailer, it
is necessary to know what this word embraces, in
order to know what was required of him.

The Prophet Isaiah declared, “. . .out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3). In connection with this,
Jesus said, .. .repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47). The word of
the Lord began to be preached in Jerusalem on the day
of Pentecost (Acts 2). Acts 2:38, already quoted, shows
that this was a message of repentance and remission of
sins. This, then, was the word of the Lord.

If the word of the Lord was preached to the jailer in
Philippi, it must have been the message of repentance
and remission of sins, and the receiving of the Holy
Ghost. This is further confirmed by the fact that the
same results occurred both in Jerusalem and in
Philippi. At Pentecost, they that gladly received the
word were baptized. At Philippi, the jailer “. ..was
baptized, he and all his straightway.”

The form of doctrine delivered by the Apostle Paul
was the same as that delivered by the Apostle Peter.

The keys to the kingdom of heaven had been given to
Peter, and he used them on the day of Pentecost. Now
the door of the kingdom has been unlocked, and stands
open.

Have you entered?

Equipment used in producing Harvestime






the broadcast a success. We should earnestly pray for
these faithful workers, that God will encourage them,
and continue to make them a blessing.

This special Harvestime edition of the Pentecostal
Herald was designed to better acquaint our listeners
with the broadcast, its staff, its aims, etc. Among those
who receive this edition will be some who have read
the Pentecostal Herald through the years. To those
unfamiliar with the Herald, it is a monthly periodical
of twenty-four pages. It is the official organ of the
United Pentecostal Church. Its pages regularly carry
messages from some of our outstanding ministers. In
addition, there are reports of evangelistic activities
among our churches, news from the foreign and home
missionary fields, and space devoted to youth, Sunday
school, and the work of our Ladies Auxiliary.

If you do not now receive the Pentecostal Herald
each month, you are missing a blessing. The
subscription price is only $2.50 per year in the United
States. In Canada, it is only $2.75 per year.

You will find a convenient subscription blank at the

end of this editorial. Fill out this blank and mail it
today. You will receive twelve issues of good spiritual
reading material.

May God bless all of you who listen each week to
Harvestime. And may He also make this special
edition of the Herald a blessing to you. The earnest
prayers of every Christian who hears the program are
sincerely solicited. And the consistent financial support
of every listener is invited, that the program not only
may-continue, but may be expanded.
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: The Pentecostal Herald ]
| 8855 Dum Road :
| Hoazelwood, Missouri 63042 l
: Please send me the Pentecostal Herald for ____ :
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The KEYS to

the KINGDOM

By Tom Marshall

““And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peler and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:18, 19).

T THE OUTSET of this message, I would like to
give you an explanation of the words of Jesus relative

Tom Marshall is Promotional
Director for Harvestime Radio
Broadcast. He was formerly
pastor of First Apostolic Church
in Kingsport, Tennessee.

to the construction of His church upon the rock
foundation. A correct exegesis of Scripture can come to
us only through the aid of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said,
“It is the Spirit that quickeneth. . .the words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John
6:33).

Realizing that it is the Spirit that quickens, we come
to understand the meaning of the words: “For the word
of God is quick and powerful....” (Hebrews 4:12).
The Apostle Paul added impetus and weight to the
truth that the great illuminating agency in this gospel
dispensation is the marvelous Word of God, when he
said, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness™ (2 Timothy 3:16).

Therefore, if we are to properly understand Jesus’
words to Peter, we must seek the explanation in the
Word of God.

Some espouse the idea that Peter was the foundation
stone of the early church. They affirm that he held

(Turn to page 8)







KINGOOM

(Continued from page 3)

primacy, or a place of supreme episcopal jurisdiction.
They further state that he passed his primacy on to his
Successors.

But we are compelled by the Spirit to focus our
attention upon the inspired writings of the Bible,
where Peter admitted that he was not that foundation
stone upon which the church, the spiritual temple of
the Lord, was to built. Peter plainly stated that the
stone was Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:4-9).

There are, in the Greek language, two words in
Matthew 16:18 that must be correctly defined. First,
there is petros (translated Peter), which means "a
little rock." Then there is petra (translated "rock,"
which literally means "a large mass of stone." So Jesus
said, "Upon this rock (petra-a large mass of stone--
meaning Himself) 1 will build my church."

On page 302 in Vines Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words, under the heading of "Rock," are
these words: "Petra denotes a mass of rock, as distinct
from petros, a detached stone or boulder, or a stone
that might be easily moved or thrown."

Commenting on Matthew 16:18, Mr. Vine further
said, "... here the distinction between Petra
(concerning the Lord Himself) and Petros (the Apostle)
is clear."

Luke, the inspired writer of the Book of Acts, also
records that Peter made a distinction between the Lord
and himself, in relation to the spiritual foundation,
when he said, "This (the Lord) is the stone which was
set at nought by you builders, which is become the
head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven,
given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts
4:11, 12).

Actually, the church's foundation is a twelve-fold
one, incorporating not only Peter, but all the Twelve

Apostles. This is seen in Paul's words: "And (we) are
built upon the foundation of the apostles and the
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20). So Peter was one of the
stone s in the foundation, but he was not the chief
cornerstone.

Though Peter held no place of primacy among the
apostles, Christ, in relation to the establishing of the
New Testament church, did place in his hands greater
authority than that held by any other man. To him He
had said, "And I will give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

The New Bible Commentary says of this verse: "This
means that Peter would have the right to enter the
kingdom himself, would have general authority therein
(symbolized by his possession of the keys), and, by
preaching the gospel, would be the means of opening
the kingdom of heaven to those who believed, and
shutting it against all unbelievers."

Around the world today there are many church
denominations, many doctrines, many ways, many
ideas, many doors, many folds, many gospels. But this
is not endorsed by the Bible. Job prophesied of one
way. David spoke of one path. Jesus spoke of one
door, one sheepfold, one church and one gospel. Paul
echoed this great truth when he wrote, "There is one
Lord, one faith, and one baptism" (Ephesians 4:5).

There is one door to salvation, and that door is Jesus
Christ (John 10:9). All who try to enter by any other
way are thieves and robbers (John 10: 1)

The key of man's making will never unlock the door
of salvation in any generation. Only the plan which the
Lord gave to Peter, and only the doctrines preached by
the apostles will unlock the door of salvation.












